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IMPORTANT NOTE TO AVOID CONFUSION 

There are many instances in the following work that make reference to writing to us for a physical 

copy of this book.  This offer was before we started the website, when we were only dealing in 

physical, mailed copies.  Now, we have progressed into the electronic age and offer this book 

via our website where you can read it on your computer or personal reading device or print your 

own copy, if you so wish.  One who does not have access to our website can write to us and we will 

see what we can do to help get them a copy. 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

ii  

Copyright © 2000 by Reverend Norma Duncan 

Copyright Revision   1985   Reverend Norma Duncan 

Copyright Revision   1983   Reverend Norma Duncan 

Copyright  1982  Reverend Norma Duncan 

 

 

 

All Rights in this book are reserved.  No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner 

whatsoever without written permission of the copyright holder. 

 

 

 

Book Cover Designed by Dennis Foote, Dennisô Computer Graphics.  

 

 

 

Printed in the United States of America. 

 

 

 

 

 

ñScripture taken from the Amplified Bible, Old Testament, copyright 1965, 1987 by The Zondervan 

Corporation.  The Amplified New Testament, Copyright 1954, 1958, 1987 by the Lockman Foundation.  

Used by Permission.ò 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

iii  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I am especially grateful to my husband, Bill, and my daughter, Deborah Majors, for their editorial 

assistance and encouragement.  This book was made better because of their effort and skills. 

Thanks to my typist, Bess Bolen, for making herself so available and for her willing heart. 

My gratitude goes out to Gwen Cohen who, after hearing this message on cassette tapes, wrote to us 

and donated her professional services.  She transcribed the message from the tapes and presented it to us 

in manuscript form, ready for revision.  She felt that this message had to be presented to people in 

written form.  God used this wonderful Jewish lady to nudge me into writing this book. 

I greatly appreciate my grandson, Joshua Aspinwall, a talented young artist, for the time he spent 

and the effort he put forth gathering book cover information.  His artistic advice and artistôs eye were 

invaluable in the decision-making process.  I also appreciate my grandson, Daniel Majors, whose smile 

and kind words brightened my days and helped me to persevere the four years it took to accomplish the 

revision of this literary work.  I am deeply indebted to Nylene Becker for her trips to the library on my 

behalf, to Danny Majors, my son-in-law, for utilizing his computer expertise, Deborah, my daughter, 

Pete and Cynthia Mahon and Nylene for their constant encouragement and for the kind deeds they 

showed toward me in my time of need and to Ollie Mae Price for the earnest prayers that she prayed for 

me. 

I am deeply indebted to my son, Reverend J. V. Aspinwall, for his willingness to do whatever it took 

to help me finish this book.  He extended overflowing kindness to me during the whole time that I was 

preparing this work. 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

iv 

INTRODUCTION 

When I was asked to write an introduction to Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support 

Israel? I was eager to be the one to tell you a little about the wonderful lady whose work for God has 

inspired millions.  But before I tell you about her, let me tell you about the work she does.  Prior to this 

book being published and distributed throughout the world, free-of-charge and postpaid, audio-cassette 

teaching tapes were the medium used to spread the in-depth teachings and expounding of Godôs Word 

by His faithful servant, the Reverend Norma Duncan; they too were free-of-charge and postpaid.   

We at the Living Word Church of Niceville have received thousands of letters from all over the 

world reporting the impact Godôs Word on the tapes has had.  From these letters, we have learned that 

millions of lives have been changed and hundreds of thousands of souls have been saved.  We have 

received word of cases of physical healings attributed to the messages on these tapes, some considered 

terminal by the medical profession.  After learning Godôs Word from the tapes, people who once 

harbored deep prejudice and hatred toward Israel and Godôs people, the Jews, now love Israel and the 

Jews.  Church fellowships have established libraries to house the tapes and spread Godôs Word in their 

areas.  The tapes are played at crusades throughout East Africa.  They are played in churches of all 

denominations, homes, schools, universities, marketplaces, on the streets and on buses and trains.  We 

have received numerous reports of passers-by falling to their knees in the middle of public streets and 

marketplaces, and crying out to God as they hear the Truth being broadcast on public address systems 

and tape players.  Hundreds of Pastors, Evangelists and other church workers have written to say that 

after hearing the inspired information on the tapes, their lives have been changed, and they proclaimed 

that they have finally heard the Truth. 

We in the Living Word Church tape ministry continue to receive letter after letter wanting to know 

about this woman of God whose teaching of Godôs Word has transformed their lives.  I can tell you that 

the Reverend Norma Duncan is a remarkable woman who practices what she preaches.  She is dedicated 

and works incessantly to carry out her God-given task.  She is unselfish and loyal to the things of God 

and is faithful and true despite much persecution for teaching the Truth.  Her inner beauty outshines even 

her great physical beauty, and her courage and bravery to battle on in the army of God is inspiring to all 

who know her.   

The Reverend Norma Duncan is not only the founder of a worldwide ministry, but she is also a 

minister, teacher and author of over 40 books on audio tape.  These tapes are now being systematically 

revised and published in written form.  Her work is in many theological colleges and is even in the 

Christian Embassy in Israel.  She has been called by God to shoulder a great work for His nameôs sake 

and for His people, the Jews, a task that she carries out with joy and determination.  In a world where 

many ministers lift up themselves and are greedy for gain, Reverend Duncan exalts only God.  Knowing 

that she insists her work be sent out all over the world free-of-charge to all men who request it should 

give you a glimpse into the righteous character of Godôs servant.  While others seek fame, fortune and an 

opportunity to express personal opinions and promote themselves, Reverend Duncan is a seeker and 

expounder of truth, full of zeal and sincerity and is an example to all.  I am proud to be not only her 

daughter and a fellow minister, but also her devoted friend. 
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In your hands is a great treasure, lovingly and painstakingly prepared over many years by a true 

minister of God.  I rejoiced at the knowledge and wisdom contained in the pages of this book.  Words 

cannot express my deep gratitude toward God and His faithful servant for opening my eyes to such 

priceless spiritual treasures of a caliber that can only be described as awe-inspiring.  The great 

revelations this book holds made me feel as though I was walking around in the very mind of God. 

Iôve told you a little about the author and Iôve shared some of the reports weôve received, so hang on 

to your seats and get ready for an unprecedented spiritual adventure which I guarantee you will never 

forget.  You too will be thanking God for this enlightenment and for the dear lady, the Reverend Norma 

Duncan, Godôs obedient vessel through whom He sent this incredible information to you.  Not only will 

your eyes be opened to profound truth, but you will be spiritually strengthened, invigorated and 

refreshed.  God be praised! 

 

Deborah Ruth Majors 
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Chapter 1 

 

WHY DID GOD CHOOSE  

THE JEWISH PEOPLE? 

 
As you read this informative book, you will gain answers to Biblical 

questions that men have longed to understand throughout the 

generations.  The insight that you will receive will at times stir your 

emotions, thrill your heart and in some cases even shock you.  Even 

more, your sincere desire to know the pure unadulterated truth regarding 

the issues that are dealt with in this work will be satisfied.  The first 

question that I will answer is ñWhy Did God Choose The Jewish 

People?ò 

Both Jews and Gentiles have been trying to figure out why God 

chose the Jews as His own people.  Why didnôt God choose one of the 

other nations, nations that were far more attractive and powerful at that 

time? 

The Jews were mere slaves in Egypt.  So, why did God choose this 

unattractive group of people who were to give Him nothing but trouble 

from the day He brought them out of Egypt?  Why did God choose a 

people who would end up causing Him so much hurt and pain?   

It is normal that you would feel puzzled about this issue.  After all, 

even the Scriptures reveal that those Jews whom God delivered from 

Egypt were an unrighteous, hardheaded, grumbling and complaining 

bunch of people.  They were a people who grieved God the entire forty 

years they spent in the wilderness.  The following verse verifies that 

truth. 

Psalm 95:10  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10Forty years long was I grieved and disgusted with 

that generation, and I said, It is a people that do err in 

their hearts, and they do not approve, acknowledge, or 

regard My ways. 

Why in the world did God choose such an ungrateful, undeserving, 

wicked group of people?  Why them?  Why the Jews?   

My friend, the people described in the previous verse do not typify 

all Jews.  Like so many other Scriptures, the people mentioned 

represented only one generation.  They represented the generation of 

Jews that came out of Egyptian bondage.  However, the Jews as a whole 
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were Godôs chosen people long before He delivered them from Egypt or 

led them through the wilderness.  Furthermore, the Jews were not chosen 

because they were righteous, different or special.  So, the character 

qualities they exhibited in Psalm 95:10 have absolutely no bearing on 

this matter. 

The fact is, the Jews themselves were not the reason why God chose 

them as a nation.  The Jews had nothing to do with Godôs choice.  

Instead, Abraham, righteous Abraham, is the reason they are now Godôs 

chosen people.  He alone is responsible for Godôs choice. 

Godôs choice came about because of His love for Abraham and 

because He had made a solemn pledge with Abraham.  God promised 

that He would bless Abraham and that through his seed (Isaac and 

Jacob), He would bring forth a people.  He also promised He would give 

this people a portion of land that would remain their possession forever. 

Yes, it was because of Godôs promise to Abraham that the Jews 

were chosen as Godôs special people.  That fact will become clear as 

we go through this chapter.  To see the promise God made to Abraham, 

we must study Genesis chapter seventeen.  To save space, we will only 

read a portion of that chapter.  I trust that later you will take time to read 

the rest of it. 

Genesis 17:1-22  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord 

appeared to him and said, I am the  Almighty God; walk 

and live habitually before Me and be perfect (blameless, 

wholehearted, complete). 

2And I will make My covenant (solemn pledge) 

between Me and you and will multiply you exceedingly. 

To help you understand the seriousness of Godôs pledge to Abraham, 

let me give you the definition of the word ñcovenant.ò  This definition is 

taken from The American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition:  

A binding agreement made by two or 

more persons or parties; compacté.A 

formal sealed agreement or contract.  To 

promise by a covenanté.To enter into a 

covenant; contracté. 

In the following verses, verses three and four, you see the pledge that 

God gave to Abraham. In return, God asked in verse one that Abraham 

walk before Him in obedience to His commands.  Abraham did walk in 

that manner before God.  In fact, he was so obedient that, in Isaiah 41:8, 

God refers to Abraham as ñéMy friend.ò  You will recall that Yeshua 
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said in John 15:14, ñYou are My friends if  you keep on doing the things 

which I command you to do.ò  Obedience made Abraham Godôs friend. 

Abraham walked in trust and obedience before God all the days of 

his life.  Therefore, because Abraham did not break this covenant with 

God, God was and is required to keep His end of the bargain.  Now, it is 

true that the Israelites did not keep covenant.  However, as you saw in 

verse two, God made His solemn pledge to Abraham, and Abraham did 

keep covenant.  Consequently, God never had an opportunity to get out 

of the covenant.   

It is imperative that you read the next verses very carefully.  The 

information they contain is crucial to the subject that you are presently 

studying. 

3Then Abram fell on his face, and God said to him, 

4As for Me, behold, My covenant (solemn pledge) is 

with you, and you shall be the father of many nations. 

It is important that you remember that Godôs promise was to 

Abraham alone. In verse four, God addressed Abraham and no one else.  

God said to Abraham, ñéMy covenant (solemn pledge) is with youé.ò  

The reason that point is so vital will become evident as you go through 

the series.  However, right now, try to concentrate on the content of the 

following verses. 

5Nor shall your name any longer be Abram [high, 

exalted father]; but your name shall be Abraham [father 

of a multitude], for I have made you the father of many 

nations. 

6And I will make you exceedingly fruitful and I will 

make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 

7And I will establish My covenant between Me and you 

and your descendants after you throughout their 

generations for an everlasting, solemn pledge, to be a 

God to you and to your posterity after you. 

As I have repeatedly stated, Godôs covenant was with Abraham 

alone; however, God says in verse seven that He will establish His 

covenant between Himself and Abraham and Abrahamôs 

descendants.  According to Strongôs Exhaustive Concordance of the 

Bible, Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary, the definition of this particular 

word, ñestablish,ò includes the words ñto accomplish, perform, make to 

stand.ò 

Did you notice in verse seven that this was an everlasting 

promise?  God promised Abraham that He would not only be a God 
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to him but also to His covenant descendants forever.  My friend, this 

is why the Jews were chosen.  They were chosen because God made 

an unbreakable promise to Abraham.  In verse eight, we see even 

more of Godôs sacred pledge to Abraham. 

8And I will give to you and to your posterity after you 

the land in which you are a stranger [going from place 

to place], all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 

possession; and I will be their God. 

Because Abraham found favor with God, God made him a promise 

for the future.  Furthermore, as you saw in verse eight, it was because of 

Godôs promise to Abraham that the Jews were given a special portion of 

land, a portion of land that would remain theirs forever.  God promised 

that the land of Canaan would never be taken away and given to 

another nation.  Rather, it would be an everlasting possession to 

Abrahamôs covenant descendants. 

The land that God promised to Abraham and his descendants is itself 

very special to God.  You see just how special it is to Him in the 

following verses. 

Deuteronomy 11:10-12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10
.

For the land which you go in to possess is not like the 

land of Egypt, from which you came out, where you 

sowed your seed and watered it with your foot 

laboriously as in a garden of vegetables. 

11But the land which you enter to possess is a land of 

hills and valleys which drinks water of the rain of the 

heavens, 

12A land for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes 

of the Lord your God are always upon it from the 

beginning of the year to the end of the year. 

And now, let us go back to Genesis chapter seventeen.  In verses ten 

through fourteen, you see where God tells Abraham to circumcise all 

males.  This ritual of circumcision would be their reminder of this great 

promise.  It would be a token of the sacred covenant that God had made 

with Abraham concerning his covenant descendants and their land 

throughout the generations. 

Genesis 17:10-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between 

Me and you and your posterity after you:  Every male 

among you shall be circumcised. 
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11And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, 

and it shall be a token or sign of the covenant (the 

promise or pledge) between Me and you. 

So, the circumcision was an external observance to remind men of 

Godôs covenant with Abraham.  God would never forget His promise.  

However, since men often do forget, God wisely provided them with a 

reminder.  Thereafter, when persecution came and others stole their land, 

the covenant descendants of Abraham, the Israelites, were able to see 

their male babies being circumcised and take comfort in what that 

circumcision represented.  Moreover, each time they viewed the 

circumcision of their own flesh, they remembered Godôs promise. 

For instance, when Rome conquered and temporarily occupied 

Israel, the Jewsô hearts were sustained by what the mark of the covenant 

represented.  Every time the Jews witnessed a circumcision being 

performed or looked at their own flesh, they were made aware of Godôs 

covenant with Abraham.  They were reminded that God was their 

God who had given them that land, and someday their land would be 

returned to them. 

12He who is eight days old among you shall be 

circumcised, every male throughout your generations, 

whether born in [your] house or bought with [your] 

money from any foreigner not of your offspring. 

13He that is born in your house and he that is bought 

with your money must be circumcised; and My covenant 

shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

14And the male who is not circumcised, that soul shall 

be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant. 

Throughout the years, both Bible scholars and laymen have struggled 

with the question, ñWhy did God insist that every male in Abrahamôs 

household be circumcised?ò  In verse nineteen of this same chapter, God 

told Abraham that He would establish His covenant with Isaac, not 

Ishmael.  Yet, in Genesis 17:12, God instructed that the sign of Godôs 

covenant with Abraham be engraved in Ishmaelôs flesh.  Verse twenty-

three of that same chapter informs you that Abraham carried out Godôs 

command.  According to verse twenty-five of the same chapter, Ishmael 

was thirteen years old when he was circumcised. 

God also instructed that Abrahamôs servants be circumcised.  And 

we all know that Abrahamôs servants were not even blood kin.  So, why 

was it necessary for Abraham to circumcise those who were not Godôs 

covenant choice? 
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Let me explain.  Since circumcision is only a sign of the covenant 

between God and Abraham, circumcision does not in itself make the one 

who undergoes that ritual one of Godôs chosen people with whom God 

promised to establish His covenant.  No!  Before either Ishmael or 

Abrahamôs servants were actually circumcised, God had already told 

Abraham that He would establish His covenant with Isaac, the promised 

son whom Sarah would conceive and to whom she would give birth.  No 

sign could have in any way changed that fact.  However, the sign of the 

covenant that Abraham had cut into the flesh of Ishmael and all the other 

males in his household was still useful. 

The circumcision would be a reminder to Ishmael and the servants 

that God had made a covenant with Abraham.  It would also remind them 

that Abraham and Isaac were the ones through whom God would 

accomplish all that He had promised.  The fact that God went to such 

extremes to make sure that all Abrahamôs household remembered His 

covenant with Abraham should have been enough to have caused 

Ishmael and the servants to do everything in their power to help God 

carry out His promises.  Of course, doing everything in their power 

would have necessitated that they recognize and support those who were 

Godôs covenant choice. 

How sad it is that today those true descendants of Ishmael who have 

been absorbed into the Islamic world do not recognize or support Godôs 

chosen covenant people, the Israelites.  By putting the sign of the 

covenant in their forefather Ishmaelôs flesh, God tried to keep Ishmael 

and his descendants from going down a path that would pit them against 

His divine purpose.  Yet, despite Godôs preventive measures, most of 

Ishmaelôs descendants insisted on taking the wrong path anyway.  Yes, 

they chose a path that eventually led them to hate and to mistreat Godôs 

chosen covenant people rather than respect and support them as God 

desired that they do. 

Now that you know the answer to the question, ñWhy did God insist 

that every male in Abrahamôs household be circumcised?ò you are ready 

to resume your study of Genesis 17:1-22.  We will pick up with verse 

fifteen where God goes on to show Abraham how He will bring about 

His promise. 

15And God said to Abraham, As for Sarai your wife, you 

shall not call her name Sarai; but Sarah [Princess] her 

name shall be. 

16And I will bless her and give you a son also by her.  

Yes, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of 

nations; kings of peoples shall come from her. 
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17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said 

in his heart, Shall a child be born to a man who is a 

hundred years old?  And shall Sarah, who is ninety 

years old, bear a son? 

18And [he] said to God, Oh, that Ishmael might live 

before you! 

19But God said, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son 

indeed, and you shall call his name Isaac [laughter]; 

Give careful attention to Godôs next words: 

and I will establish My covenant or solemn pledge with 

him for an everlasting covenant and with his posterity 

after him. 

God promised to establish His everlasting covenant with Abrahamôs 

descendants through the line of Isaac and his posterity after him.  God 

did not promise to establish His covenant with Ishmael nor with 

Ishmaelôs descendants.  However, Abrahamôs eldest son Ishmael was 

not left out.  As you know, Ishmael became the father of the Arab nation 

and was also blessed by God. 

20And as for Ishmael, I have heard and heeded you: 

Those few words that Abraham spoke in verse eighteen, ñéOh, that 

Ishmael might live before you,ò were heard and answered by God.  As 

you continue reading in verse twenty, you see what God gave to Ishmael 

at Abrahamôs request. 

20And as for Ishmael, I have heard and heeded you: 

behold, I will bless him and will make him fruitful and 

will multiply him exceedingly; He will be the father of 

twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 

In verse twenty, God promised that Ishmael would become a great 

nation, and he did.  Nevertheless, in verse twenty-one, God was very 

clear as to whom His solemn pledge, His covenant, would be passed.  

Godôs covenant would be established with Isaac. 

21But My covenant, My promise and pledge, I will 

establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at 

this season next year. 

22And God stopped talking with him and went up from 

Abraham. 

After God stopped talking with him, Abraham immediately carried 

out Godôs instructions.  You are told in verses twenty-three through 
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twenty-seven of this same chapter that every male, including himself, 

was circumcised.  Thus, the reminder of Godôs covenant was now in 

their flesh. 

Once God had made this solemn pledge, this covenant with 

Abraham, God was committed.  He had to keep His word.  You see, God 

does not break covenant.  He does not go back on His word.  God keeps 

His promises even to His own hurt just as He told us to do in Psalm 

fifteen.  In Psalm 15:1, David asked God, ñLORD, WHO shall dwell 

[temporarily] in your tabernacle?  Who shall dwell [permanently] in 

Your holy hill?ò  One of the requirements that God gave in answer to 

Davidôs question is found in verse four of the same Psalm.  God answers 

by saying, he ñéwho swears to his own hurt and does not change.ò 

Since the covenant God made with Abraham was paramount to His 

choosing the Israelites to be His own special people, let us briefly review 

some of the numerous aspects of this amazing agreement. 

(1)  God promised to multiply Abraham exceedingly. 

(2)  God promised Abraham that he would become the father of 

many nations.  

(3)  God promised Abraham that he would be fruitful and that kings 

would come from him. 

(4)  God promised to give Abraham a son by his wife, Sarah.  That 

son would be called Isaac. 

(5)  God promised that He would establish His everlasting covenant 

with Isaac and Isaacôs posterity after him. 

(6)  God gave Abraham His everlasting solemn pledge that He would 

be a God to Abraham and his covenant descendants through the line of 

Isaac forever. 

(7) God promised to give Isaac and his covenant descendants the 

land of Canaan for an everlasting possession. 

Gentile Christian, it is because God is so uncompromisingly 

righteous that we can always trust Him to do what He has promised He 

would do, even if it means His own hurt.  We can have complete faith 

and confidence in Godôs word.  For, what God has said He will do, He 

will carry out to the full. 

For instance, as we continue to witness Godôs faithfulness in 

restoring to Israel every inch of land that He gave to her, we can greatly 

rejoice.  We can allow our faith to increase knowing that our God is a 

God who keeps His promises.  Thus, by returning the land of Israel to 
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those whom He swore it would belong to forever, God is gaining the 

complete trust and confidence of the Gentiles also.  Isnôt this marvelous!  

How righteous God is!  How wise are His ways! 

 

After God had given His solemn word to Abraham, Godôs love 

for Abraham and keeping the promises He had made to him remained 

uppermost to God.  From that point on, almost every recorded act God 

performed was in some way connected with Abraham and the binding 

agreement He had made with him including the birth of Isaac, 

Abrahamôs son. 

Isaac was seventy-five years old when Abraham died.  Abraham had 

had all the time he needed to instruct Isaac in every aspect of the 

covenant that God had made with him.  Isaac had to have known that he 

was the covenant child with whom God would establish His sacred 

pledge.  Therefore, I am sure it came as no surprise to Isaac when God 

appeared to him in Genesis 26:3-4.  During that appearance, God 

assured Isaac that He would establish (perform) with him the oath 

that He had sworn to his father, Abraham.  Let us read those verses so 

that you can see that truth for yourself. 

Genesis 26:3-4  (The Amplified Bible.) 

3Dwell temporarily in this land, and I will be with you 

and will favor you with blessings; for to you and to your 

descendants I will give all these lands, and I will 

perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your 

father. 
4And I will make your descendants to multiply as the 

stars of the heavens, and will give to your posterity all 

these lands (kingdoms); and by your Offspring shall all 

the nations of the earth be blessed, or by Him bless 

themselves, 

After reading the previous verses, there can be no doubt that God did 

establish His covenant with Isaac as He swore He would.  However, in 

that same chapter, there is another very revealing verse which we will 

also read. 

Genesis 26:24  (The Amplified Bible.) 

24And the Lord appeared to him the same night and 

said, I am the God of Abraham your father.  Fear not, 

for I am with you and will favor you with blessings and 
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multiply your descendants for the sake of My servant 

Abraham. 

Did God say He would bless Isaac because Isaac was a Jew?  Did He 

say He would bless Isaac because he was different or special?  No!  God 

said He would bless Isaac and multiply his descendants for the sake 

of His servant Abraham. 

God had to keep His covenant with Abraham.  In this case, God had 

to keep the portion of His promise mentioned in Genesis 17:19 which 

reads, ñéSarah your wife shall bear you a son indeed, and you shall 

call his name Isaac [laughter]; and I will establish My covenant or 

solemn pledge with him for an everlasting covenant and with his 

posterity after him.ò 

In Genesis chapter twenty-six, God kept His promise to Abraham 

and established His covenant with Isaac.  His next step was to do the 

same with Isaacôs posterity after him.   

Fulfilling His covenant with Abraham was the reason God promised 

to be with and to bless Isaac.  Furthermore, fulfilling His covenant 

with Abraham was Godôs purpose for making specific promises to 

Isaacôs son, Jacob, as he fled from the murderous wrath of his 

brother, Esau.  That fact will become clear as you read the following 

text. 

 

Genesis 28:11-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

11And he came to a certain place and stayed there 

overnight, because the sun was set.  Taking one of the 

stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 

down there to sleep. 

12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 

earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and the 

angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 

The next verses show beyond doubt that Jacob was indeed the son of 

Isaac with whom God established His covenant.  Therefore, since Jacob 

was the forefather of the Israelite nation, these verses provide 

undeniable Scriptural proof that the Israelites are Godôs chosen 

covenant people. 

13And behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and 

said, I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 

[forefather] and the God of Isaac; I will give to you 
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and to your descendants the land on which you are 

lying. 

14And your offspring shall be as [countless as] the dust 

or sand of the ground, and you shall spread abroad to 

the west and the east and the north and the south; and 

by you and your Offspring shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed and bless themselves. 
15And behold, I am with you and will keep (watch over 

you with care, take notice of) you wherever you may go, 

and I will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave 

you until I have done all of which I have told you. 

The knowledge you have just acquired should give you insight into a 

statement that I made earlier.  So, I am going to repeat it.  ñAfter God 

had given His solemn word to Abraham, Godôs love for Abraham 

and keeping the promises He had made to him remained uppermost 

to God.  From that point on, almost every recorded act God 

performed was in some way connected with Abraham and the 

binding agreement that He had made with him.ò  As we progress 

through this series, you will see that my previous statement is correct. 

The bottom line is,  God made a binding contract with His friend 

Abraham.  Part of Godôs agreement was that He would establish His 

covenant with Abrahamôs son, Isaac, and his posterity after him.  God 

did establish His covenant with Isaac.  He also established His 

covenant with Isaacôs posterity through Jacob, Isaacôs son, and 

Jacobôs descendants, the Israelites. 

The reason God chose the Jewish nation was because He loved their 

forefathers, beginning with Abraham.  He did not choose them because 

of anything they were or anything they did but simply to keep covenant. 

God loved Abraham; God rewarded Abraham.  And it was and is 

because of Abraham that the Jews were and are today Godôs chosen 

people.  Because God loved Abraham, He chose his descendants through 

the line of Isaac and Jacob.  Thus, in Deuteronomy 4:37, we read, ñAnd 

because He loved your fathers, He chose their descendants after 

themé.ò 

God chose the Jews because He loved their forefathers, 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God chose the Jews in order to keep His 

binding agreement with Abraham. 

 

Now that you realize that the Jews are really no different than you 

are, Gentile, now that you realize that they too are just frail human 
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beings, now that you know they were simply a people chosen by God 

because of Abraham, doesnôt this knowledge help you to have more 

compassion for them?  Gentile Christian, donôt you now empathize with 

the Jew?  You see, the Jews were chosen to serve God because of 

Abraham just as we Christians have been chosen to serve God through 

Jewish Yeshua (Jesus), the Messiah. 

My friend, now you know why God chose the Jewish people.  He 

chose them because of their forefather, Abraham.  The Lord swore 

to Abraham that He would establish His everlasting covenant with 

Isaac and his descendants.  Jacob and the Israelites were Isaacôs 

descendants with whom God established His covenant.  God also 

swore that He would be their God,  and our righteous God always 

keeps His word. 

Never again will you have to wonder why God chose the Jews to 

be His own special people.  For, thanks be to God, you now know 

that He chose them because He loved their forefathers Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob.  He chose them in order to keep the solemn oath 

that He had sworn to His friend, Abraham. 

 

The question, ñWhy Did God Choose The Jewish People?ò has been 

fully answered.  Therefore, if my providing that answer completed Godôs 

purpose for this chapter, I could end chapter one right now.  But, I am 

afraid that answer does not complete Godôs purpose for this chapter.  The 

fact is, no matter how profound spiritual truth is, truth only has 

immediate and eternal value when it is applied to a personôs life.  

Therefore, my goal is to leave you with something more than mere head 

knowledge. 

In this particular case, if you now realize and acknowledge that your 

standpoint on the issue of Godôs choice is wrong, then applying the truth 

you have learned to your life will necessitate an attitude change.  My aim 

is to provide you with a glimpse of the advantages of your developing a 

proper attitude regarding Godôs choice.  I will also furnish you with a 

brief look at the disadvantages that will result if you fail to change your 

wrong stand on that issue. 

FIRST, LET US CONSIDER SOME OF THE 

DISADVANTAGES.  

(l)  If you remain dissatisfied with Godôs choice, you will really be 

displaying your dissatisfaction with the Lord.  I say that because God is 

ultimately responsible for choosing the Jews as His own people. 
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(2)  If you continue to imply that God made a mistake when He 

chose the Jews, you will be diminishing Godôs wisdom and ability to 

make the right choice.  In your pride, you will be insinuating that you 

know better than God Almighty. 

(3)  If you persist in your wrong attitude toward Godôs chosen 

people, you will be a hindrance to God fulfilling His purpose on the 

earth.  You will aid Godôs enemies, including Satan, in their attempt to 

keep God from honoring His sacred oath to Abraham. 

(4)  If you continue in the sins of pride and rebellion, you are in 

spiritual danger.  You are in spiritual danger because Godôs Word warns, 

ñFor rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry 

and teraphim (household good luck images)é.ò (1 Samuel 15:23.)  Also, 

in the New Testament we read, ñFor the wages which sin pays is 

deathé.ò (Romans 6:23.) 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE ADVANTAGES OF A RIGHT 

ATTITUDE IN REGARD TO GODôS CHOICE ARE MANY.  

(1)  You will certainly repent of your past wrong attitude regarding 

Godôs covenant choice and thus receive Godôs forgiveness. 

(2)  You can assure God that you believe He made the right choice 

when He chose the Jewish people and that you have complete confidence 

in His decision.  You can let God know that you trust Him to do what is 

best in this area. 

(3)  You can comfort the Lord by letting Him know that you are 

aware of His predicament and that you feel for Him.  You can show 

concern and compassion for Godôs needs by offering to do whatever you 

can to help Him keep His promise to Abraham. 

(4)  You can praise the Lord for making such a wise and perfect 

choice.  Plus, you can tell Him how much you admire Him for 

righteously keeping His covenant at such great personal cost to Himself. 

(5)  You may have been asking God to use you.  Here is your 

opportunity to be used by God.  With the righteous attitude you now 

have, you have placed yourself in a perfect position to be used.  By the 

time you have finished reading this book, you will have learned exactly 

how God wants to use you to help Him accomplish His purpose and 

fulfill His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their 

descendants, the Israelites. 
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It is up to you, Christian.  Whatever you decide to do is absolutely 

your own decision.  However, my hope and prayer is that you will 

choose to ñéRepent (think differently; change your mind, regretting 

your sins and changing your conduct)é.ò  (Matthew 3:2.) 

My hope and prayer is that you will acknowledge and accept with 

joy Godôs wise choice.  My hope and prayer is that you will open your 

heart and arms to Godôs chosen people (the Jews), and from this point 

on, do all you can to help God fulfill His covenant with Abraham. 

The Jewish prophet of God, John the Baptist, said it all in the 

following verse: 

Matthew 3:8  (The Amplified Bible.) 

8Bring forth fruit that is consistent with repentance [let 

your lives prove your change of heart]; 
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Chapter 2 

 

WHY DID THE JEWS  

END UP DWELLING IN EGYPT?  

 
Men often ask the questions: ñSince the Jews are Godôs chosen 

people, why did God permit them to go into and to remain in Egypt?ò 

and, ñHow did they end up in slavery there?ò  In this chapter we will deal 

mainly with the first question.  The second question will be answered in 

chapter three.  However, since the two previous topics are closely 

related, you will need to keep both questions in mind.  

A common explanation given by most teachers for the Jews going 

into Egypt and remaining there is that the Jews went down to Egypt and 

resided there as a result of severe famine conditions that existed during 

that period.  Now, it is certainly true that there was a famine at that time.  

It is also true that the famine had a lot to do with the Jews sojourning in 

Egypt.  However, the previous explanation is extremely shallow and 

shortsighted.  It does not convey true insight into the present subject.  

Nor does it reveal the real importance of the Jewsô entry into Egypt and 

Godôs purpose for allowing them to remain there. 

The answers we are seeking to the question,  ñSince the Jews are 

Godôs chosen people, why did God permit them to go into and to remain 

in Egypt?ò lie once again in the promises that God made to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob.  The following brief summary of the sequence of events 

that led up to Israel going into Egypt and remaining there will help you 

to understand my last statement.  It will also help you to understand that 

God simply used the previously mentioned famine conditions as a means 

to an end, the end being the fulfillment of a particular section of His 

sacred Abrahamic pledge. 

First, we will see in the Scriptures how God told Abraham that his 

future descendants would dwell temporarily in Egypt.  God also warned 

him that for four hundred years they would be afflicted and oppressed by 

the Egyptians.   

Genesis 15:12-13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12When the sun was setting, a deep sleep overcame 

Abram, and a horror (a terror, a shuddering fear) of 

great darkness assailed and oppressed him. 

13And [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your 

descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary 
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residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and they 

will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed 

for 400 years. 

Are you beginning to understand the statement I made in chapter 

one?  You will recall that I said, ñAfter God had given His solemn word 

to Abraham, Godôs love for Abraham and keeping the promises He had 

made to him remained uppermost to God.  From that point on, almost 

every recorded act God performed was in some way connected with 

Abraham and the binding agreement He had made with him.ò  God 

Himself makes it clear in the previous text that even the Israelitesô stay in 

Egypt was part of Godôs plan for Abrahamôs covenant descendants. 

It stands to reason that being Abrahamôs covenant son, Isaac must 

have known about the prophecy you just read in Genesis 15:13.  

Therefore, when famine ravaged the land, if Isaac even considered going 

down to Egypt, I am sure he was delighted when, just prior to God 

establishing His covenant with him, God intervened and forbade Isaac to 

enter Egypt. 

Genesis 26: 1-2  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1AND THERE was a famine in the land, other than the 

former famine that was in the days of Abraham.  And 

Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the 

Philistines. 

2And the Lord appeared to him and said, Do not go 

down to Egypt; live in the land of which I will tell you. 

Like his father before him, Isaac obeyed Godôs instructions.  Genesis 

26:6 informs us that he did not go down to Egypt.  Instead, he remained 

in Gerar.  Obviously, it was not yet time for Godôs prophecy in Genesis 

15:13 to come to pass.  God first had to set the stage for Israelôs 

inevitable entry into Egypt.  For, before Abrahamôs descendants could be 

allowed to live in Egypt, God had to establish His covenant with Isaacôs 

son, Jacob, and his posterity after him.  You see, they were to be the 

covenant descendants that God foretold would eventually dwell 

temporarily in Egypt.  

You will recall that while Isaacôs twin sons were still in their 

motherôs womb, God told Rebekah, ñéthe elder shall serve the 

younger.ò  (Genesis 25:23.)  Later in the series, in a separate chapter, 

you will learn exactly what God meant by that statement.  However, for 

now, you must focus your attention on the subject at hand which is, 

ñSince the Jews are Godôs chosen people, why did God permit them to 

go into and to remain in Egypt?ò 
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Rebekah obviously assumed from Godôs statement ñéthe elder shall 

serve the youngerò that God intended to establish His covenant with 

Jacob.  Consequently, she aided Jacob in deceptively acquiring Isaacôs 

blessing.  Ordinarily, the eldest son, would have received the blessing.  

But, these circumstances were certainly not the norm. 

We are told in Genesis 27:41 that Esau despised Jacob ñébecause 

of the blessing with which his father blessed himé.ò  In his hatred, Esau 

made up his mind that when his aged father died, he would kill Jacob.  

Realizing the danger that Jacob was in, Rebekah persuaded Isaac to send 

him to her brother Labanôs house in Haran. 

In chapter one of the present series, you will recall that as Jacob 

journeyed to his Uncle Labanôs house, God appeared to him at Luz 

(Bethel).   Godôs purpose for revealing Himself to Jacob as he 

traveled to Haran was to establish His sacred covenant with Isaacôs 

posterity as He had promised Abraham He would.  Jacob was thus 

assured by God that he was the one the Lord had chosen to promote the 

everlasting covenant, the covenant which God had made with Jacobôs 

grandfather Abraham and had established with his father Isaac. 

From Bethel, Jacob went to his uncle Labanôs house in Haran.  He 

went there with the full intention of someday returning to the land that 

God promised to give to him and his descendants.  However, before 

Jacob could return to Canaan, he first had to find a wife and begin to 

produce the covenant offspring that God had promised He would 

multiply as the stars of the heavens, the offspring that would one day 

inherit the land of Canaan as their everlasting possession, the offspring 

that according to Godôs Word in Genesis 15:13 would first dwell in 

Egypt and consequently be afflicted and oppressed by the Egyptians for 

four hundred years. 

Jacob was treated badly by his uncle.  Laban used, deceived and 

cheated Jacob.  However, no matter what Laban did, God continued 

to honor the Abrahamic covenant and the inspired blessing that 

Isaac had placed upon Jacob.  So despite Labanôs dishonesty, Jacob 

still came out on top.  Jacob ended up with both of Labanôs daughters as 

wives, two concubines, eleven sons and almost all of Labanôs wealth. 

For, did not Isaacôs blessing in Genesis 27:28-29 include the words, 

ñéLet everyone be cursed who curses you and favored with blessings 

who blesses you.ò 

After twenty years of wearisome labor and mistreatment by Laban, 

God finally instructed Jacob to return to his native land and to his own 

people.  Jacob obeyed Godôs commands.  Then after Jacob had made 

peace with his brother Esau, he traveled until he came to Shechem.  

There he bought the parcel of land that he and his family had encamped 
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on.  He called that tiny parcel of the Promised Land El-Elohe-Israel (that 

is, God, the God of Israel).  For Godôs chosen people, El-Elohe-Israel 

held great meaning.  It symbolized Godôs promise that one day all the 

land of Canaan would belong to Jacobôs covenant descendants. 

Rachel died giving birth to her second son, Benjamin.  Jacob 

mourned for his beloved wife.  Nevertheless, he finally had the twelve 

covenant sons after whom the twelve covenant tribes of Israel were later 

named.  After Rachelôs death, Jacob dwelt in Canaan, the land that God 

promised would someday belong to his posterity.  It was not yet time for 

the Israelites to take possession of the Promised Land.  However, it was 

drawing close to the time when, in order to fulfill Godôs Word in Genesis 

15:13, they would be forced to enter Egypt and set up temporary 

residence there.  

Godôs promise to Abraham had to be fulfilled in its entirety, and at 

this point in history, Jacobôs son Joseph was the key to God promoting 

His purpose in that area.  To this day, we Christians get very upset when 

we remember the abominable treatment that Joseph experienced at the 

hands of his wicked brothers.  However, we fail to understand that 

though God was not responsible for the brothersô jealousy and hatred of 

Joseph, He was responsible for Joseph being sold to the Ishmaelites and 

thus carried as a slave into Egypt. 

Yes, it was God Himself who sent Joseph into Egypt, not Josephôs 

brothers.  Godôs reason for sending him there was two fold.  First, 

Josephôs mission was to preserve Abrahamôs, Isaacôs and Jacobôs 

covenant posterity during the famine.  Next, Josephôs mission was to win 

the favor of Pharoah and thus acquire temporary residence in the land of 

Egypt for Jacobôs posterity . 

As you know, God had prior knowledge of the impending famine 

that would soon devastate the land.  Consequently, in order to 

accomplish all that He had promised His friend, Abraham, He had to 

protect Abrahamôs covenant descendants.  For, God could not keep His 

unbreakable promise if Abrahamôs covenant descendants all died of 

starvation before He accomplished it. 

In the following verses, Joseph clearly explains all that I have 

attempted to relay to you.  He assures his brothers that God sent him into 

Egypt to ensure the survival of the covenant descendants of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. 

Genesis 45:1-11  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THEN JOSEPH could not restrain himself [any longer] 

before all those who stood by him, and he called out, 

Cause every man to go out from me!  So no one stood 
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there with Joseph while he made himself known to his 

brothers. 

2And he wept and sobbed aloud, and the Egyptians [who 

had just left him] heard it, and the household of Pharoah 

heard about it. 

3And Joseph said to his brothers, I am Joseph!  Is my 

father still alive?  And his brothers could not reply, for 

they were distressingly disturbed and dismayed at [the 

startling realization that they were in] his presence. 

4And Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me, I 

pray you.  And they did so.  And he said, I am Joseph 

your brother, whom you sold into Egypt! 

5But now, do not be distressed and disheartened or 

vexed and angry with yourselves because you sold me 

here, for God sent me ahead of you to preserve life. 

6For these two years the famine has been in the land, 

and there are still five years more in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. 

7God sent me before you to preserve for you a posterity 

and to continue a remnant on the earth, to save your 

lives by a great escape and save for you many 

survivors. 
8So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and 

He has made me a father to Pharoah and lord of all his 

house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  

Verses seven and eight in The Living Bible read:  

7God has sent me here to keep you and your families 

alive, so that you will become a great nation. 
8Yes, it was God who sent me here, not you!  And He 

has made me a counselor to Pharoah, and manager of 

this entire nation, ruler of all the land of Egypt. 

These Scriptures show beyond doubt that Joseph was acutely aware 

that God had sent him into Egypt to help Him carry out His promise to 

Abraham.  The Lord had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that they 

would become a great nation.  He could not bring to pass that segment of 

His binding agreement with Abraham if Jacobôs descendants all died of 

starvation.  So, God made Joseph lord of Pharoahôs house and ruler 

of all Egypt for  two reasons: 

(1) To keep His covenant people alive. 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

20 

(2) To fulfill His solemn pledge to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

regarding their covenant descendants becoming a great nation. 

Thus, Joseph sent a message to his father.  He encouraged his father 

to come down to him in Egypt without delay.  Joseph warned him that 

the future held five more years of famine.  Verses nine through eleven 

hold Josephôs message to his father. 

9Hurry and go up to my father and tell him, Your son 

Joseph says this to you: God has put me in charge of all 

Egypt.  Come down to me; do not delay. 

10You will live in the land of Goshen, and you will be 

close to meðyou and your children and your 

grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and all you have. 

11And there I will sustain and provide for you, so that 

you and your household and all that are yours may not 

come to poverty and want, for there are yet five [more] 

years of [the scarcity, hunger, and starvation of] famine.  

For generations the Church has overlooked the most significant facts 

of this whole happening.  The Church imagined that a combination of 

God providing for the Israelites during the famine and the reunion 

between Jacob and his lost son were the highlights of this incredible 

story.  But, as you now know, Godôs provision and the father and son 

reunion, though touching, were secondary.  Godôs first priority for 

going to such extremes was to carry out His own purpose (that is, 

Godôs first priority for going to such extremes was to keep His 

solemn oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and make of Jacobôs 

posterity a great nation). 

It is a Scriptural fact that this little band of Israelites, approximately 

seventy plus the wives of Jacobôs sons (Genesis 46:26-27) were not kept 

alive because of anything they did.  Rather, they survived so that 

through them God could promote His sacred covenant to Abraham 

and make of them the great nation promised to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. 

Many nations suffered starvation and misery during that particular 

famine.  Yet, the Jews were the only group of people for whom God 

devised a famine survival plan.  That is because they were the only group 

of people alive with whom He had established His Abrahamic covenant.  

They were also the only group of people alive through whom He would 

eventually carry out His solemn oath to Abraham in its entirety. 

Egypt benefited greatly from Godôs famine survival plan.  However, 

that plan had not been devised for Egyptôs welfare.  Egypt had only been 

included in Godôs famine preparations because, as you will soon see, 
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God intended to use Egypt to further His own future purpose regarding 

the Abrahamic covenant and the Israelites.  Keep these truths in mind as 

you read about Jacobôs reaction to the news that Joseph was still alive. 

Genesis 45:25-28  (The Amplified Bible.) 

25So they went up out of Egypt and came into the land of 

Canaan to Jacob their father, 

26And they said to him, Joseph is still alive!  And he is 

governor over all the land of Egypt!  And Jacobôs heart 

began to stop beating and [he almost] fainted, for he did 

not believe them. 

27But when they told him all the words of Joseph which 

he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons which 

Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their 

father revived [and warmth and life returned]. 

28And Israel said, It is enough!  Joseph my son is still 

alive.  I will go and see him before I die. 

These seemingly simple Old Testament Bible stories that we have 

heard from childhood are as prismatic and precious as beautiful 

diamonds glistening in the sunlight.  For, when these many faceted Bible 

stories are exposed to the brilliance of added truth, that light is refracted, 

revealing innumerable levels of understanding that are new and glorious 

to behold.  However, the marvel of it all is that what you have seen to 

this point is only the beginning of the incredible insight into Biblical 

happenings that you will receive as the series progresses.  So on that 

note, let us continue our study of why the Jews ended up dwelling in 

Egypt. 

 

To refresh your memory in regard to God establishing His covenant 

with Jacob and to make a smooth transition, we will repeat a segment of 

Scripture that we covered in chapter one. 

Genesis 28:11-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

11And he came to a certain place and stayed there 

overnight, because the sun was set.  Taking one of the 

stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 

down there to sleep. 

12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 

earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and the 

angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

22 

13And behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and 

said, I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 

[forefather] and the God of Isaac; I will give to you and 

to your descendants the land on which you are lying. 

14And your offspring shall be as [countless as] the dust 

or sand of the ground, and you shall spread abroad to 

the west and the east and the north and the south; and by 

you and your Offspring shall all the families of the earth 

be blessed and bless themselves.  

The next verse, verse fifteen, holds information that is extremely 

important.  So, fix your attention on the content of that verse. 

15And behold, I am with you and will keep (watch over 

you with care, take notice of) you wherever you may go, 

and I will bring you back to this land; for I will not 

leave you until I have done all of which I have told 

you. 

Once you truly understand the circumstances surrounding Godôs 

assurances to Jacob, you realize that verse fifteen could read: I will not 

leave you and your descendants until you have helped Me carry out My 

promises to Abraham, to Isaac, and to you. 

As you now know, God had already told Abraham in Genesis 15:13 

that his descendants would dwell temporarily in Egypt and would be 

afflicted and oppressed by the Egyptians for four hundred years.  In 

order for that prophecy to come about, it was first necessary for 

Abrahamôs covenant descendants to enter Egypt and to remain there 

for the specified period. 

Unbeknown to Jacob in Genesis 28:11-15, his future task would be 

to help God get Abrahamôs covenant descendants into Egypt.  Until 

Jacob and his descendants fully accomplished their mission, God 

intended to stick to them like glue.  Consequently, at the appropriate 

time, God went so far as to even accompany Jacob on his journey down 

to Egypt.  In so doing, God kept His word to Abraham.  He also kept His 

word to Jacob in Genesis 28:15, ñéI will not leave you until I have done 

all of which I have told you.ò 

Genesis 46:2-7 sheds even more light on that subject.  For in those 

verses, we see how God did actually journey down to Egypt with 

Jacob and his family. 
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Genesis 46:2-7  (The Amplified Bible.) 

2And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night, and 

said, Jacob!  Jacob!  And he said, Here am I. 

3And He said, I am God, the God of your father; do not 

be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will there make of 

you a great nation. 

4I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely 

bring you [your people Israel] up again; and Joseph will 

put his hand upon your eyes [when they are to be closed 

in death]. 

5So Jacob arose and set out from Beersheba, and 

Israelôs sons conveyed their father, their little ones, and 

their wives in the wagons that Pharoah had sent to carry 

him. 

6And they took their cattle and the gains which they had 

acquired in the land of Canaan and came into Egypt, 

Jacob and all his offspring with him: 

7His sons and his sonsô sons with him, his daughters and 

his sonsô daughtersðall his offspring he brought with 

him into Egypt. 

With the knowledge of the future that Jacob possessed, it is 

understandable that even with a personal invitation from Pharoah, he was 

still skeptical about going into Egypt to live.  After all, God had told 

Jacobôs own grandfather Abraham that his covenant descendants would 

be slaves there, and that they would be afflicted and oppressed by the 

Egyptians for four hundred years.  However, in verses three and four of 

the previous text, God not only extended comfort to Jacob, but in verse 

three, He also told him the reason why He wanted him to dwell in Egypt.  

Godôs reason was this:  In Egypt He wanted the Israelites to blossom 

into the great nation that He had promised they would eventually 

become.  Let us read verse three again. 

3And He said, I am God, the God of your father; do not 

be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will there make of 

you a great nation. 

God said, ñéI will there make of you a great nation.ò  In other 

words, God told the Israelites that while they dwelt temporarily in Egypt, 

He would multiply them until they became the great nation of people that 

He promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Thus, unbeknown to the 

Egyptians, Godôs plan was to use their land as a place in which to fulfill 

that part of His sacred covenant.  To put it bluntly,  the land of Egypt 

was chosen by God as a human breeding ground. 
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You see, no matter how fruitful the Israelite women were, it would 

be some years before that small band of people could, by natural 

reproduction, produce the great nation promised to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  They needed time.  They also needed a place in which to 

produce the covenant offspring of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

The end of the matter is:  God required a place in which the future 

descendants of Abraham could thrive.  He decided that that place 

would be Egypt.  Thus God acquired for them, through Joseph, 

Pharoahôs favor and the most fertile strip of land in Egypt. 

Pharoah knew that through Joseph, God had spared him and his 

people from slow death by famine.  He was extremely grateful for Godôs 

miraculous intervention.  Therefore, because Pharoah was indebted to 

God, he promised Josephôs family the best of all the land of Egypt, 

which was Goshen.  (Genesis 47:5-6.)  God had every detail worked out.  

The arrangement suited everyone since everyone profited. 

(1)  God had a place in which His people would have ample time to 

multiply and become the great nation that He had promised they would 

be.   

(2)  The Israelites had everything they needed to flourish numerically 

and to prosper in every other way.   

(3)  Pharoah and the Egyptians had an opportunity to show their 

appreciation to God and Joseph for sparing their lives and their land. 

Only the all-wise, all-knowing, uncompromisingly righteous God of 

Abraham could have masterminded and carried out such a marvelous and 

totally fair plan.  His plan consisted of utilizing the famine to spare the 

lives of Pharoah and his subjects and to prosper them as payment for the 

period of time that His chosen people would use their land.  His plan also 

preserved Abrahamôs, Isaacôs and Jacobôs covenant descendants, and it 

provided them with a safe place to propagate in order to bring forth the 

covenant nation that He promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

During and after the famine, the Israelites dwelt and prospered in the 

land of Goshen as Pharoah had promised.  And as God had promised, 

they grew and multiplied exceedingly, steadily producing the great 

covenant nation that God had promised to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  Yes, they fulfilled Godôs purpose for allowing them to dwell 

in Egypt.  They multiplied exceedingly.  See this truth for yourself in 

the next verse.  
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Genesis 47:27  (The Amplified Bible.) 

27And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of 

Goshen; and they gained possessions there and grew 

and multiplied exceedingly. 

 

Jacob lived in Egypt for seventeen years before he died.  During 

those years, he never forgot Godôs solemn pledge to Abraham, Isaac and 

to himself, nor did he forget the reason why His people remained in 

Egypt.  They were there to multiply.  They were there to fulfill the 

prophecy in Genesis 28:14 and 46:3.  They were there to become a 

great nation.  They were there to become as countless as the dust or 

sand of the ground. 

Even when Jacob was on his deathbed, with Joseph at his side, the 

first words out of his mouth pertained to Godôs sacred pledge.  Jacobôs 

words are found in the following verses. 

Genesis 48:1-4  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1SOME TIME after these things occurred, someone told 

Joseph, Behold, your father is sick.  And he took with 

him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim [and went to 

Goshen]. 

2When Jacob was told, Your son Joseph has come to 

you, Israel collected his strength and sat up on the bed. 

3And Jacob said to Joseph, God Almighty appeared to 

me at Luz [Bethel] in the land of Canaan and blessed me 

4And said to me, Behold, I will make you fruitful and 

multiply you, and I will make you a multitude of people 

and will give this land to your descendants after you as 

an everlasting possession. 

Jacob prophesied over and blessed his twelve sons and Josephôs 

sons.  He then charged his family to carry his body back to the Promised 

Land and to bury him with his grandfather Abraham and Isaac his father. 

Before he died, Abraham had purchased a field in the Promised Land 

to use as a burial place.  Abraham and Isaac had been laid to rest in a 

cave in that field.  It was in that very plot that Jacob desired to be buried.  

Genesis 49:33 then tells us, ñWhen Jacob had finished commanding his 

sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last and was 

gathered to his [departed] people.ò 
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Later, with his dying breath, Joseph also remembered Godôs sacred 

covenant.  He even had the Israelites take an oath regarding his burial.  

They swore that when Israelôs population had reached Godôs goal and it 

was time for God to accompany them on their journey to the land that He 

swore He would give to the covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, they would take his bones with them and bury them in the 

Promised Land.  Thus, Joseph died, but the Israelites continued to 

fulfill Godôs purpose for their being in Egypt (that is, they continued 

to multiply ).  See this truth in the next verses. 

Exodus 1:6-7  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that 

generation. 

7But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and 

increased abundantly; they multiplied and grew 

exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them. 

To this point in time, Godôs will and purpose for the Israelites living 

in Egypt had been beautifully accomplished.  The Egyptians had kept 

their agreement with the Israelites, and Godôs chosen people were 

multiplying at an incredible rate.  As the previous verses divulge, the 

land of Egypt was literally full of them. 

 

My friend, you now have the answer to the question, ñSince the 

Jews are Godôs chosen people, why did God permit them to go into 

and to remain in Egypt?ò  God permitted them to go into Egypt and 

to remain there so that they could help Him carry out His sacred 

oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God swore that He would make 

of them a great nation, and Egypt was chosen by God as the place in 

which He would perform that part of His binding contract.  Yes, 

God kept His word.  He made the Jews fruitful and multiplied them 

until Egypt was overrun with them.  God actually bred and 

nourished the covenant nation of Israel in the midst of the nation of 

Egypt.   

The Egyptians had, to that point, fulfilled Godôs expectations to the 

letter and so had Godôs chosen people. 

Exodus 1:7  (The Amplified Bible.) 

7But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and 

increased abundantly; they multiplied and grew 

exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them. 
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Praise be to our righteous, faithful God!  For, He allowed His 

covenant people to dwell in Egypt in order to make of them the great 

nation that He had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  He 

allowed the Jews to dwell in Egypt in order to keep His sacred 

Abrahamic covenant. 
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Chapter 3 

 

WHY DID THE JEWS  

END UP IN SLAVERY IN EGYPT? 

 
At the beginning of the previous chapter, I promised I would answer 

the question, ñWhy Did The Jews End Up In Slavery In Egypt?ò  I will 

now keep that promise.  However, it is necessary that I first address the 

issue of the Jewsô transition from free men dwelling contentedly in Egypt 

to their eventual enslavement by the Egyptians.  To help you shift your 

focus to the latter, we will briefly review some of the highlights covered 

in chapter two. 

 (1)  It was so important that the Jews dwell in Egypt that God 

actually accompanied them into Egypt. 

 (2)  Godôs purpose for allowing His chosen people to dwell in Egypt 

was to keep the promise He had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God 

promised the Jewsô forefathers that He would multiply their descendants 

as the stars of the heavens and make of them a great nation.  God chose 

the land of Egypt in which to accomplish that segment of His binding 

contract.  Godôs plan was that His covenant people sojourn in Egypt 

until th ey produced the multitude (that is, the nation) of people that 

He promised to their forefathers. 

 (3)  To save His people from the effects of an imminent famine and 

to prepare the way for His peopleôs favorable acceptance by the 

Egyptians, God sent Joseph before them.  Through Joseph, God 

miraculously spared the Egyptian people from the ravages of famine.  

Thus, He intentionally filled them with a sense of gratitude and 

obligation toward God and His servant Joseph. 

 (4)  Unbeknown to the Egyptians, Godôs blessings and mercy 

toward them during the famine were really a form of compensation.  

Those benefits were payment in advance for the period of time that the 

Jews would use their land to propagate the covenant nation that God 

promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 (5)  Knowing that he was indebted to God and Godôs chosen people, 

Pharoah promised the Israelites the use of the best of the land of Egyptð

Goshen.  He also promised them the best of all the food in Egypt.  Plus, 

Pharoah instructed them to not worry about any goods they might be 

forced to leave behind.  He insisted that they would have the best that 

Egypt could offer. 
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 (6)  For a time, Godôs purpose was fulfilled for the Jews sojourning 

in Egypt without any complications.  He caused them to multiply 

exceedingly.  We will pickup by reading again the last Scripture text in 

chapter two. 

Exodus 1:6-7  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that 

generation. 

7But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and 

increased abundantly; they multiplied and grew 

exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them. 

Up to this point in time, Godôs will and purpose for the Israelites 

living in Egypt had been beautifully accomplished.  The Egyptians had 

kept their agreement with the Israelites, and Godôs chosen people were 

multiplying at an incredible rate.  As the previous verses divulge, the 

land of Egypt was literally full of them.  However, after Josephôs death, 

the perfect conditions they enjoyed changed drastically. 

 

In order for me to relay to you the answer of why the previously 

mentioned perfect conditions changed after Josephôs death, it is 

necessary that I first impart to you the following eye-opening historical 

facts.  However, I will do my best to be brief, trusting that you will later 

do your own research into the following matter. 

According to the Sixth Edition of World Civilization under the 

heading ñThe Egyptian Civilizationò by Edward McNall Burns, Philip 

Lee Ralph, Robert E. Lerner and Standish Meacham, while Egypt was in 

a state of internal chaos, she was invaded by foreigners.  The 

aforementioned internal chaos and foreign invasion lasted for almost two 

hundred years, from 1786 to 1575 B.C.  Under the subheading, ñThe 

Invasion of The Hyksos,ò we read, ñAbout 1750 the land was invaded by 

the Hyksosò or ñRulers of Foreign Landsé.ò  The Hyksos were a 

Semitic, war-like people whose military superiority was attributed to 

their possession of and skill with horses and horse-drawn war chariots. 

The next piece of this amazing puzzle is found in Smithôs Bible 

Dictionary under the heading ñJoseph.ò  Smith reveals that Joseph was 

probably born about 1746 B.C.  Thus, we see that the Hyksos were 

already in power in Egypt when Joseph was sold by his brothers into 

slavery.  That fact is extremely important because it provides vital 

answers to questions that men frequently ask. 
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For example, men have often wondered why, under any 

circumstances, the Pharaoh of Egypt would have endowed such 

tremendous power and authority as he did upon a non-Egyptian.  You 

will recall that Joseph was put in command of all the land of Egypt.  He 

was second only to Pharaoh himself. 

The answer to the previous query is now evident.  For, as you 

learned, the Pharaoh was himself a non-Egyptian.  The foreign rulers had 

conquered Egypt, and it was a Hyksos who at that time sat upon the 

throne of Egypt.  Thus, it was a Semite Pharaoh who conferred power 

and authority upon Joseph, the Semite slave. 

According to numerous sources, including Funk and Wagnalls New 

Encyclopedia under the heading ñHyksos,ò ñthe only detailed ancient 

account of the Hyksos is in a passage cited by the Jewish historian 

Flavius Josephus.ò  Mentioned also is the fact that ñEvidence from 

inscriptions and sculpture and pottery remains shows that these kings 

adapted themselves to Egyptian customs and took Egyptian names.ò  

The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, under the heading 

ñHyksos,ò brings out the point that the Hyksos rulers appropriated to 

themselves Pharonic style including the title, ñSon of Re.ò  Hence, we 

see that these Semite rulers also adopted the Egyptian religion.  Like the 

Pharaohs who had ruled before him, the Hyksos Pharaoh became the 

focus of Egyptian worship.  To himself and the Egyptian people, Pharaoh 

became the incarnation of the sun god Re, also known as Ra, Amon Ra, 

Amon and Horus.  

In this same source, we read, ñéforeigners duly attained to 

administrative posts (cf. Joseph)é.ò  Thus, we see confirmed the 

connection between the Semite Hyksos Pharaoh and the Semite slave 

Joseph.  It was evidently a common and acceptable practice at that time 

for non-Egyptians such as Joseph to be placed in executive governmental 

positions. 

From all available Biblical and historical facts, we must conclude 

that God raised up the Hyksos in order to use them to help Him carry out 

His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Josephôs transition from 

Semite slave to ruler over all the land of Egypt was made easy by the fact 

that, prior to Josephôs ascension to power, God had already set the stage 

for His advancement. 

 

While Joseph lived and the Hyksos ruled Egypt, the Israelites fared 

well.  However, after Josephôs death, the favorable conditions that the 

Israelites had enjoyed to that point in time changed considerably.  The 
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next quote from the The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary, under the 

heading ñHyksos,ò concurs with my previous statement. 

During their rule, which was more 

friendly to foreigners than were native 

Egyptian dynasties, Joseph came to 

Egypt and rose to be prime minister, 

bringing his father Jacobôs family to 

dwell in Goshen, near the Hyksos 

capital at Avaris in the Delta.  

...Between 1600 and 1550 B.C. the 

Hyksos were driven out by a native 

Egyptian dynasty unfriendly to  

foreigners, and the capital restored to 

Thebes, its earlier location.  From this 

time date the misfortunes of Jacobôs 

rapidly increasing descendants, 

terminating only with their escape 

from Egypt .  

When in power, the Hyksos had left a portion of Egypt under the rule 

of the old Egyptian nobility.  These Egyptian rulers were required to pay 

tribute to the Hyksos.  It was these same nobles who started the 

nationalistic revolt against the foreign rulers and ousted the Hyksos from 

power, driving them out of Egypt.  After two hundred years, the native 

Egyptians were finally rid of all foreign rulers. 

It stands to reason that from that time forth, the Egyptians were 

extremely wary of all foreigners.  After all, they had experienced defeat 

at the hands of foreigners, foreigners who had occupied their land for 

two hundred years.  So, you can see how the Egyptiansô hatred of 

foreigners would have affected their relationship with and treatment of 

the Israelites. 

Moreover, according to Exodus 1:8 in The Living Bible, the new 

native Egyptian king (that is, the king who was responsible for the 

recorded abuse that the Israelites experienced in Egypt) felt no obligation 

to the foreigner, Joseph, Josephôs God or Josephôs people.  Thus, 

Pharaoh chose to ignore the past mercy that God had extended toward his 

nation.  He chose to overlook the fact that God had miraculously spared 

the people of Egypt from the ravages of famine and to disregard the 

promises that the former Hyksos Pharoah had made to Joseph.  

Consequently, the second part of Godôs prophecy in Genesis 15:13 came 

to pass. 
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Genesis 15:13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13And [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your 

descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary 

residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and they 

will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed 

for 400 years. 

As one considers this whole sequence of events, one cannot help but 

recognize Satanôs influence.  Yes, it is obvious that Satan was behind all 

the dastardly deeds that were perpetrated upon the Israelites by the 

Egyptian people.  After all, who would want to see Godôs purpose in this 

area frustrated more than Godôs enemy, the devil.  He certainly did not 

want Godôs covenant promise to make Abraham a great nation to be 

accomplished through the fruitfulness of the Israelite people.  However, 

the fact that Satan was at work during that time did not excuse the 

Egyptiansô abominable crimes against God and His chosen people. 

I mentioned the Egyptiansô crimes against God because, the truth is, 

God actually suffered the most from Egyptôs wicked behavior.  You see, 

because of the previously mentioned two hundred years of foreign rule, 

the Egyptians came to view Israelôs population explosion as a threat to 

their own safety.  Thus, consumed by irrational fear, you might say they 

went straight for Godôs jugular vein (that is, His sacred oath to 

Abraham). 

God had made an unbreakable contract with Abraham.  In that sacred 

agreement, God promised He would multiply Abraham exceedingly.  He 

also established His covenant with Isaac and Jacob.  Thus, Godôs 

reputation was at stake.  His agreement with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

had to be kept.  Yet, since the Egyptians considered the Israelites to be an 

internal threat to their own survival, their main objective was to stop the 

propagation of the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob at any cost. 

The Egyptians used every form of cruelty imaginable to try to put a 

halt to the reproduction of Godôs chosen covenant people.  However, 

God had no intention of allowing those ungrateful, promise-breaking 

people to prevent Him from keeping His promise to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  As God had foretold in Genesis 46:3, the Jews would become 

a great nation, and they would become a great nation in Egypt.  

Thus, the more the Egyptians abused them, the more God caused His 

people to multiply.  Even so, the Israelitesô population explosion only 

served to anger and alarm the Egyptians that much more. 

It might seem odd to you that in the previous paragraph I accused the 

generation of native Egyptians living during that time of defaulting on an 

agreement that had been made, not by them but by an earlier Hyksos 
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Pharaoh.  In order to put your mind at ease regarding that issue, let me 

assure you that the previously mentioned query will be addressed and 

satisfactorily answered in subsequent chapters of this book.  However, at 

this time, it is needful that I do not distract you from the issue at hand, 

which is, ñWhy Did The Jews End Up In Slavery In Egypt?ò 

Now that you know how, prior to this incident, foreigners had 

conquered and ruled Egypt for two hundred years, the following verses 

will give you insight into the warped mentality of the ruling Pharoah of 

that period.  They will also provide you with a glimpse of the wickedness 

of his Egyptian subjects.  Moreover, they will give you an idea of the 

severe measures the Egyptians resorted to in order to blot out the 

covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Exodus 1:6-22  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that 

generation. 

7But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and 

increased abundantly; they multiplied and grew 

exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them. 

8Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know 

Joseph. 

Verse eight in The Living Bible reads, 

8Then, eventually, a new king came to the throne of 

Egypt who felt no obligation to the descendants of 

Joseph. 

9He said to his people, Behold, the Israelites are too 

many and too mighty for us [and they outnumber us 

both in people and in strength]. 

10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they 

multiply more and, should war befall us, they join our 

enemies, fight against us, and escape out of the land. 

The Egyptians were terrified that the Israelites, who now 

outnumbered them, would end up making war against Egypt.  Their 

irrational fears made them feel that they were between a rock and a hard 

place.  On the one hand, the Egyptians felt that if they allowed the 

Israelites to continue on as they were, they would remain an internal 

threat.  While on the other hand, if they forcibly expelled the Israelites 

from Egypt, they would then have a nation of people who were greater in 

number and strength than themselves posing an external threat.  Thus, in 

their shrewdness, the Egyptians contrived a plan that would totally 

remove both facets of their imagined Israelite threat to Egypt and would, 
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at the same time, allow the Egyptians to capitalize on the available 

Israelite work force. 

11So they set over [the Israelites] taskmasters to afflict 

and oppress them with [increased] burdens.  And [the 

Israelites] built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for 

Pharoah. 

12But the more [the Egyptians] oppressed them, the 

more they multipled and expanded, so that [the 

Egyptians] were vexed and alarmed because of the 

Israelites. 

13And the Egyptians reduced the Israelites to severe 

slavery. 
14They made their lives bitter with hard service in 

mortar, brick, and all kinds of work in the field.  All their 

service was with harshness and severity. 

Once Pharoah realized that affliction, oppression, harshness, 

wearisome toil and even severe slavery did not affect the fertility of the 

Israelite people, he resorted to horrific tactics to try to bring their birth 

rate under control.  He ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill their own 

peoplesô newly born male babies. 

This whole devious setup was unmistakably contrived in the pits of 

hell.  It was a plot inspired by the devil to thwart Godôs will and purpose 

(that is, to interfere with God carrying out His sacred pledge to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob).  For, on the one hand, we have God causing the 

Israelites to multiply as the stars of the heavens as He had promised 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob He would, while on the other hand, we 

have Pharoah commanding a segment of Godôs own covenant people 

to murder the very offspring that God had sent the Israelites into 

Egypt to produce.  Thank God that the midwives feared God enough to 

disregard Pharoahôs command. 

To verify what I have said to this point, let us read verses fifteen 

through twenty-one. 

Exodus 1:15-21  (The Amplified Bible.) 

15Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, 

of whom one was named Shiprah and the other Puah, 

16When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and 

see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill 

him; but if it is a daughter, she shall live. 
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The main reason Pharoah commanded that only Israelite male babies 

be destroyed was because he feared that in the future, those male babies 

would grow into strong men, become fierce warriors and war against 

Egypt. 

17But the midwives feared God and did not do as the 

king of Egypt commanded, but let the male babies live. 

18So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said 

to them, Why have you done this thing and allowed the 

male children to live? 

19The midwives answered Pharoah, Because the 

Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; they 

are vigorous and quickly delivered; their babies are 

born before the midwife comes to them. 

20So God dealt well with the midwives and the people 

multiplied and became very strong. 

21And because the midwives revered and feared God, 

He made them households [of their own]. 

Pharoahôs conspiracy to make the midwives of Israel do his 

murderous dirty work was an utter failure.  Instead of his insidious plot 

diminishing Israelôs population, Godôs people experienced phenomenal 

growth.  As it is written in verse twenty, ñéthe people multiplied and 

became very strong.ò 

Nevertheless, Pharoahôs fearful obsession with the birth rate of 

the Israelite people persisted.  Consequently, he eventually concocted 

yet another horrendous scheme.  This time, he commanded his own 

subjects to perform the murders that the Israelite midwives refused to do.  

Can you imagine this?  A whole nation of potential baby killers! 

The Egyptians were even instructed in Hebrew male baby 

extermination procedures.  The depopulation of Abrahamôs 

descendants would be accomplished by drowning.  Yes, the tiny, 

helpless covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were 

cast into the merciless waters of the river Nile.  Thus, the Nile 

became the mass grave of the innocence of Israel. 

Exodus 1:22  (The Amplified Bible.) 

22Then Pharoah charged all his people, saying, Every 

son born [to the Hebrews] you shall cast into the river 

[Nile], but every daughter you shall allow to live. 

Oh, the ingratitude and cruelty of the Egyptian people.  They repaid 

Godôs past kindness by afflicting, oppressing and eventually enslaving 
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His chosen covenant people.  They recompensed Godôs mercy by 

murdering His beloved peopleôs precious male offspring. 

Imagine the heartache the Lord must have endured during that long 

and awful period.  Over and over again, God had to witness the 

Egyptians drowning His male covenant babies as fast as He could 

produce them.  He had to witness the evil behavior of a people who owed 

Him so much, a people whose ancestors had only survived the famine 

because of His kindness.  Yes, God had to look on as the Egyptians cast 

His babies of promise into the dark, cold waters of the river Nile. 

My friend, if the insight you now possess into that heartbreaking 

situation does not cause you to grieve over what God suffered at the 

hands of the Egyptians, I do not know what it will take to touch your 

heart.  Watching any baby being deliberately drowned like a rat would be 

traumatic, but these babies were the fulfillment of Godôs sacred 

unbreakable promise.  And they were being drowned by the very nation 

of people who owed their survival as a nation to one of the Israelitesô 

former brethren, Joseph. 

Another sad point to consider is that the Jews were innocent victims.  

They had never given the Egyptians reason to suspect them of such 

treacherous behavior.  On the contrary, the Israelitesô past and present 

exemplary conduct should have been all the proof the Egyptians needed 

to know that they had absolutely no intention of siding with Egyptôs 

enemies or fighting against the Egyptians in the future.  If the Israelites 

had harbored such ambitions, they would have already fought against the 

Egyptians.  For, it is clear that the Israelites outnumbered and were 

greater in strength than the Egyptians. 

Furthermore, the Israelites had no control whatsoever over the 

population explosion that their race was experiencing.  For, as you now 

know, the Lord Himself was responsible for their fruitfulness.  Yet, one 

cannot fault God for failing to put a halt to the Israelitesô fruitfulness in 

order to keep them out of slavery since He was obligated to cause them 

to multiply.  After all, He had given His solemn oath to Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob.  God swore to those men that He would multiply their 

descendants as the stars of the heavens and make of them a great nation.  

Furthermore, God told Jacob that his descendants would become 

that great nation in Egypt.  (Genesis 46:3.)  Under such circumstances 

as I have just described, what else could our uncompromisingly righteous 

God do but keep His sacred vow to the Israelitesô forefathers?  

 

Christian, you now know the answer to the question, ñWhy Did The 

Jews End Up In Slavery In Egypt?ò  The Jews ended up in slavery 
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because Satan wanted to keep God from fulfilling His sacred 

promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the promise that Abrahamôs 

descendants would become a great nation in Egypt.  As you now 

know, Satan played on the unjustified concerns of the Egyptians.  

Thus, fearing another foreign invasion, the ungrateful ruling 

Pharoah reneged on the agreement that the earlier Hyksos Pharoah 

had made with Israel.  With one swipe of Egyptôs powerful arm, 

Satan attempted to destroy Godôs reputation and the covenant 

nation that God was breeding in the land of Egypt. 

The bottom line is, the Jews were enslaved for simply allowing 

God to multiply them exceedingly.  The Jews were enslaved for 

allowing God to fulfill His sacred covenant through them.  The Jews 

were enslaved so that God could keep covenant with Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob and protect His holy name. 

 

There is yet another aspect of this whole scenario that also needs to 

be identified.  The Jews partly suffered so that you and I might be 

blessed.  For, did not God promise Abraham ñéin you will all the 

families and kindred of the earth be blessedé.ò (Genesis 12:3.)  And, 

did not God also promise Jacob ñéby your offspring shall all the nations 

of the earth be blessedé.ò (Genesis 26:4.)  My friend, the Jews had to 

endure that suffering in Egypt in order for God to be able to eventually 

bless us Gentiles through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, a fact 

that will be made crystal clear in other chapters of this book. 

Certainly, we all gained because of the four hundred years of 

affliction and oppression that the Jews suffered.  We all gained because 

of the cruel slavery they endured.  We all gained because of the terror 

and grief the Jews experienced by seeing their babies murdered before 

their eyes.  Yes, everything the Jews went through was partly for us.  

Therefore, we must not exhibit ingratitude and cruelty toward them as 

Pharoah and the Egyptian people did.  We Gentiles must not repay their 

good deeds by mistreating the very race through whom God has and will 

continue to bless us. 

Oh, my friend, it is time for the Church to express her gratitude to 

Godôs chosen covenant people.  It is time for us to thank the Jews for 

sticking in there through thick and thin so that through them all the 

families of the earth might be blessed.  No race of people in the history 

of the world has ever suffered as they have in order to help God keep His 

sacred unbreakable promise and thus, protect His reputation.  Truly the 

Jews are to be admired and praised for their endurance. 
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Chapter 4 

 

WERE THE EGYPTIANS 

PUNISHED FOR THEIR CRIMES  

AGAINST THE JEWISH PEOPLE? 

 
It is understandable that after studying the last two chapters you 

would want an answer to the question, ñWere the Egyptians ever 

punished for their heinous crimes against God and the Jewish people?ò  

That question should and will be addressed in this chapter while the 

Egyptiansô vileness and treachery are still fresh in your mind.  The 

answer to the previous question does, however, necessitate a temporary 

deviation from the Biblical chronological order of events.  Nevertheless, 

before chapter four is ended, you will possess the answer to the question 

I just posed.  In addition, the information contained in this portion of the 

series will provide you with insight into terms used in subsequent 

chapters. 

First, I want to draw your attention to Godôs prediction in Genesis 

15:13 that we studied earlier.  I also want to remind you that the 

prophesy did not end in verse thirteen.  The following verse (verse 

fourteen) also contains part of Godôs future prediction.  So, let us read 

both verses together.  

Genesis 15:13-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13And [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your 

descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary 

residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and they 

will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed 

for 400 years. 

14But I will bring judgment on that nation whom they 

will serve, and afterward they will come out with great 

possessions. 

The portion of verse fourteen that we are presently interested in says, 

ñBut I will bring judgment on that nation whom they will serveé.ò  God 

foretold that He would execute judgment upon the Egyptians for the four 

hundred years of tyranny and cruelty that Godôs people suffered by their 

hands.  To see further evidence of that fact, we will also read the 

following verse. 

 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

39 

Nehemiah 9:10  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10You performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh 

and all his servants and all the people of his land, for 

You knew that they dealt insolently against the 

Israelites.  And You got for Yourself a name, as it is 

today. 

The Living Bible reads, ñYou displayed great miracles against 

Pharaoh and his people, for You knew how brutally the Egyptians were 

treating themé.ò 

The Egyptian people lifted themselves up in pride, insolence and 

hatred toward God and everything He stood for.  They refused to 

acknowledge Godôs past kindness to them.  Furthermore, they ruthlessly 

broke their agreement with Godôs people.  From that point on, their 

behavior toward the Israelites was barbaric.  You will recall, they went 

so far as to murder the Israelites newborn male babies.  They            cold-

bloodedly drowned them in the river Nile. 

The Egyptians repaid Godôs generosity to them by brutally abusing, 

enslaving and murdering His chosen people.  Consequently, they brought 

upon their own heads Godôs curse in Genesis 12:3, ñéI will bless those 

who bless you and curse him who curses or uses insolent language 

toward youé.ò  To put it bluntly, the Egyptiansô punishment was 

retribution for the four hundred years that they had mistreated 

Godôs chosen covenant people. 

God had witnessed every devious plot that the Egyptians contrived to 

harm His beloved covenant people.  He had also witnessed every 

insidious act and every wrong word that the Egyptians had spoken 

against His people.  It was now time for the Egyptians to reap what they 

had sown.  Yes, it was time for Godôs warning in Genesis 15:14 to come 

to pass, ñéI will bring judgment on that nation whom they will 

serveé.ò 

Out of what seemed to be an utterly helpless and hopeless situation, 

God raised up His instrument of judgment, who was of course, Moses.  

The very decree that threatened the survival of Israel as a race of people 

became the means to righting every  injustice that had been perpetrated 

upon Godôs people by the Egyptians. 

God not only spared baby Moses from Pharaohôs decree but He used 

Pharaohôs own daughter to protect, raise and educate Moses in all the 

wisdom and culture of the Egyptians.  Ironically, God had the Egyptians 

themselves prepare for Him the very vessel He intended to use to pour 

out His punishment upon all Egypt for their brutal treatment of His 

covenant people. 
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Now that you comprehend the Scriptural reasons behind God 

chastising the Egyptians, we will briefly study the curses (plagues) that 

God, through Moses, poured out upon them as punishment for their 

insidious crimes against His people, the Jews.  

PLAGUE NO. 1:  THE WATERS OF THE NILE TURN TO  

BLOOD 

The first plague that God sent upon the Egyptians involved the 

waters of the river Nile turning to blood.  The following verses give us a 

glimpse of what the plague of blood entailed. 

Exodus 7:14-19  (The Amplified Bible.) 

14Then the Lord said to Moses, Pharaohôs heart is hard 

and stubborn; he refuses to let the people go. 

15Go to Pharaoh in the morning; he will be going out to 

the water; wait for him by the riverôs brink; and the rod 

which was turned to a serpent you shall take in your 

hand. 

16And say to him, The Lord, the God of the Hebrews has 

sent me to you, saying, Let My people go, that they may 

serve Me in the wilderness; and behold, heretofore you 

have not listened. 

17Thus says the Lord, In this you shall know, recognize, 

and understand that I am the Lord: behold, I will smite 

with the rod in my hand the waters in the [Nile] River, 

and they shall be turned to blood. 

Oh, my friend, think about it, the very river in which the tiny, 

covenant Israelite babies had been drowned turned to blood.  The stark 

realization of the meaning of this judgment is obvious.  If the blood of 

one murdered man (Abel) cried out to God from the ground, how much 

more would the blood of all those innocent covenant babies whom the 

Egyptians murdered cry out to God!  The river Nile turning to blood 

showed the Egyptianôs guilt.  The blood of the innocence of Israel cried 

out for justice. 

The blood did not stay within the confines of the banks of the Nile.  

No, it spewed into every river, every stream, and every pond of water in 

Egypt.  It even ended up in the containers used to draw water from the 

Nile.  The blood of those tiny victims cried out for justice, and now 

justice had arrived.  Thus, the bloody waters of the Nile ran like a 
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foreboding messenger throughout Egypt, proclaiming her peopleôs guilt 

and the start of Godôs punishment.  

18The fish in the river shall die, the river shall become 

foul smelling, and the Egyptians shall loathe to drink 

from it. 

19And the Lord said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Take your 

rod and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, 

over their streams, rivers, pools, and ponds of water, 

that they may become blood; and there shall be blood 

throughout all the land of Egypt, in containers both of 

wood and of stone. 

During Israelôs four hundred years of affliction and oppression, 

Godôs covenant babies were not the only Israelites who lost their lives at 

the hands of the Egyptians.  Consequently, the blood (a symbol of 

Egyptôs murderous guilt) was displayed by God throughout all the land 

of Egypt.  Yes, the blood was visible in the waters, and it was also visible 

on the land.  For in verse nineteen, the Lord said, ñéand there shall be 

blood throughout all the land of Egypt, in containers both of wood and of 

stone.ò  

PLAGUE NO. 2:  FROGS 

The second plague crawled out of the waters of the Nile and onto the 

land.  Frogs and more frogs covered the land of Egypt.  Can you imagine 

having swarms of slimy, smelly frogs crawling all over your house, all 

over your food, all over your beds, all over your children and even on 

your own body? 

As we continue to read about Godôs punishment upon the Egyptian 

people, try to put yourself in their shoes.  Think how you would feel if 

you were in that same situation.  But also, remember the crimes they 

committed against God and His covenant people.  Then ask yourself;  

Was their punishment to this point in time sufficient?  Did the 

punishment fit the crime? 

Exodus 8:1-4  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THEN THE Lord said to Moses, Go to Pharaoh and 

say to him, Thus says the Lord, Let My people go, that 

they may serve Me. 

2And if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite 

your entire land with frogs; 

3And the river shall swarm with frogs which shall go 

up and come into your house, into your bedchamber 

and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants 
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and upon your people, and into your ovens, your 

kneading bowls, and your dough. 

4And the frogs shall come up on you and on your 

people and all your servants. 

God had broadcast the Egyptiansô murderous guilt through the 

watery blood of the Nile and dried blood upon their land.  Next, through 

the frog plague, God had forced the Egyptians to undergo a taste of the 

discomfort and mental distress and anguish that His people had 

experienced at their hands for the past four hundred years.  Hordes of 

distasteful, vile frogs crept into every aspect of the Egyptians daily lives.  

The very presence of those despicable, slimy creatures made their lives 

unbearable.  Just as it had been for the Hebrews under the Egyptiansô 

oppression, so it now was for the Egyptians.  For, there was nothing that 

they could do to alleviate their discomfort.  

One shudders at the very thought of that ghastly scene.  Everywhere 

the Egyptians went and everything they did, there were their croaking 

longlegged tormentors.  Even the act of sitting down to weep or to rest 

was obviously interfered with by those repugnant hordes.  For, how 

could the Egyptians sit down without sitting on the fat, slimy bodies of 

those frogs and squashing their bowels all over their delicate linen 

clothing?  How could the Egyptians walk through their houses without 

stepping on the slithering creatures until their intestines oozed between 

their toes? 

Surely their appetites must also have been affected.  After all, who 

would want to eat food after swarms of filthy, smelly frogs had excreted 

on it.  No wonder Psalm 78:45 informs us that the frogs destroyed the 

Egyptians. 

The shoe was on the other foot.  The Egyptians who had tormented 

the Israelites were now being tormented.  The Egyptians who had caused 

the Israelites to undergo mental torture were now suffering severe mental 

anguish.  And as Psalm 105:30 tells us, even Pharaoh did not escape 

these slimy oppressors.  The frogs found their way to his royal chambers 

also.  Yes, Pharaoh, his family and his servants all suffered the same 

distress, the same mental agony as the rest of the Egyptians.  Yet their 

discomfort had just begun.  For many more plagues still lay ahead. 

PLAGUES NO. 3 AND 4:  BLOODSUCKING INSECTS 

The third and fourth plagues were more hideous than the two before.  

They were more hideous because severe physical pain was continually 

inflicted upon the Egyptians.  Plague three consisted of biting, 

bloodsucking gnats, and plague four involved bloodsucking gadflies.  

The physical pain and suffering inflicted by those bloodsucking gnats 
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and flies was recompense for every drop of blood that was extracted 

from the backs of Godôs people by the whips of their Egyptian 

taskmasters.  Yes, the Egyptians were paid back for every blow or kick 

that drew blood, for every bloody nose the Israelites suffered, for every 

injury that caused their blood to flow. 

Exodus 8:16-17  (The Amplified Bible.) 

16Then the Lord said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Stretch 

out your rod and strike the dust of the ground, that it 

may become biting gnats or mosquitoes throughout all 

the land of Egypt. 

17And they did so; Aaron stretched out his hand with his 

rod and struck the dust of the earth, and there came 

biting gnats or mosquitoes on man and beast; all the 

dust of the land became biting gnats or mosquitoes 

throughout all the land of Egypt. 

Exodus 8:20-24  (The Amplified Bible.) 

20Then the Lord said to Moses, Rise up early in the 

morning and stand before Pharaoh as he comes forth to 

the water; and say to him, Thus says the Lord, Let My 

people go, that they may serve Me. 

21Else, if you will not let My people go, behold, I will 

send swarms [of bloodsucking gadflies] upon you, your 

servants, and your people, and into your houses; and the 

houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms [of 

bloodsucking gadflies], and also the ground on which 

they stand. 

22But on that day I will sever and set apart the land of 

Goshen in which My people dwell, that no swarms [of 

gadflies] shall be there, so that you may know that I am 

the Lord in the midst of the earth. 

23And I will put a division and a sign of deliverance 

between My people and your people.  By tomorrow shall 

this sign be in evidence. 

24And the Lord did so; and there came heavy and 

oppressive swarms [of bloodsucking gadflies] into the 

house of Pharaoh and his servantsô houses; and in all 

of Egypt the land was corrupted and ruined by reason 

of the great invasion [of gadflies]. 

Psalm 105:31 says, ñHe spoke, and there came swarms of beetles 

and flies and mosquitoes and lice in all their borders.ò 
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Psalm 78:45 says, ñHe sent swarms of [venomous] flies among them 

which devoured themé.ò 

These verses make it clear that the flies not only sucked the blood of 

the Egyptians and their animals, but they also pumped poison into their 

bodies at the same time.  Yes, the gnats and blood sucking flies devoured 

the flesh of the Egyptians and their animals. 

Flesh was not all that the flies spoiled.  Those flies carried diseases.  

Did not Exodus 8:24 inform us that ñéin all of Egypt the land was 

corrupted and ruined by reason of the great invasion of [gadflies]?ò  
For you see, when the flies died and came in contact with something, that 

something spoiled.  They made even the Egyptian perfume smell putrid.  

Remember what Ecclesiastes 10:1 says?  It says, ñDEAD FLIES cause 

the ointment of the perfumer to putrefy [and] send forth a vile odoré.ò 

All four plagues that we have touched on were very severe.  

However, even combined, they did not compare with the four hundred 

years of pain and abuse that the Israelites had suffered at the hands of the 

Egyptians.  The punishment still did not fit the crime.  Thus, a fifth 

plague was poured out upon Egypt.  

PLAGUE NO. 5:  MURRAIN  

The fifth plague involved the hand of the Lord falling upon all the 

livestock of Egypt that were out in the fields.  God sent a plague of 

murrain upon all Egyptôs domestic animals.  Murrain is a variety of 

highly infectious diseases that affect domestic animals.  Anthrax would 

fall under the murrain category.  And, as you may know, anthrax is very 

contagious and usually fatal.  The next verses reveal what happened to 

Egyptôs livestock. 

Exodus 9:1-6  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THEN THE Lord said to Moses, Go to Pharaoh and 

tell him, Thus says the Lord God of the Hebrews: Let My 

people go, that they may serve Me. 

2If you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 

3Behold, the hand of the Lord [will fall] upon your 

livestock which are out in the field, upon the horses, 

the donkeys, the camels, the herds and the flocks; there 

shall be a very severe plague. 

4But the Lord shall make a distinction between the 

livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, and 

nothing shall die of all that belongs to the Israelites. 
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5And the Lord set a time, saying, Tomorrow the Lord 

will do this thing in the land. 

6And the Lord did that the next day, and all [kinds of] 

the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the 

Israelites not one died. 

You will recall that as compensation for the Israelitesô use of Egyptôs 

land, God had allowed Joseph to interpret Pharaohôs dreams.  

Consequently, during the famine, Pharaohôs storehouses had been full of 

grain while no one else in Egypt had any food.  Thus, Joseph had been 

able to strike a bargain on behalf of Pharaoh with the inhabitants of 

Egypt.  The bargain was for the Egyptians to give their livestock to 

Pharaoh in exchange for food.  Let us read about that incident in the 

following verses. 

Genesis 47:15-18  (The Amplified Bible.) 

15And when the money was exhausted in the land of 

Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 

to Joseph and said, Give us food!  Why should we die 

before your very eyes?  For we have no money left. 

16Joseph said, Give up your livestock, and I will give 

you food in exchange for [them] if your money is gone. 

17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and [he] 

gave them food in exchange for the horses, flocks, 

cattle of the herds, and the donkeys; and he supplied 

them with food in exchange for all their livestock that 

year. 
18When that year was ended, they came to [Joseph] the 

second year and said to him, We will not hide from my 

lord [the fact] that our money is spent; my lord also has 

our herds of livestock; there is nothing left in the sight of 

my lord but our bodies and our lands. 

By giving Pharaoh all the money and livestock in the land, God had 

more than compensated him for the four hundred years that Israel was to 

live in Egypt and use his land.  However, through the murrain plague, 

God took back all the livestock in the field.  Pharaoh had broken his 

promise to Joseph, Jacob and the Israelite people.  Rather than 

continuing to let Godôs people eat of the fat of the land as he had 

promised he would, Pharaoh afflicted and oppressed them and reduced 

them to cruel bondage.  It is clear that God could not allow Pharaoh or 

his people to continue to benefit in any way from an agreement that he 

did not keep. 
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Notice that in the former paragraph, I accuse the reigning Pharaoh of 

breaking his agreement with the Israelite people, although, it was an 

earlier Hyksos Pharaoh who actually made that agreement.  My reasons 

for identifying both the past and present Pharaohs as one and the same 

person will soon be made clear.  Part of the answer to that query will be 

given in this chapter, while another enlightening segment will be 

provided later in the series. 

 

You might ask, ñBut why did the fish, crocodiles and livestock have 

to suffer and die?  Why didnôt God confine the plagues to Pharaoh and 

the Egyptian people?ò  Let me begin to answer those questions by 

saying, what greater punishment could the Egyptians have received than 

to be forced to stand by helplessly while the things they considered 

sacred died in front of their eyes.  Furthermore, what greater humiliation 

and chastisement could they have been forced to undergo than to be 

brutally assaulted by their sacred objects of worship. 

Since we are at the present time in a study about Israel, I do not want 

to take the time to go into a lengthy explanation of the animals, insects 

and fish that were considered sacred by the Egyptians.  Rather, let me 

encourage you to do your own research on that topic.  I will simply point 

out a few pertinent facts that are recorded in Smithôs Bible Dictionary 

under the heading ñPlagues, The Ten.ò 

Plague No. 1 Blood:  The river Nile was one of Egyptôs deities.  It was 

adored as a source of life to the agricultural products and the Egyptian 

people.  Plus, certain types of fish and the crocodile that lived in the Nile 

were considered to be sacred.  When God plagued the Nile, everything 

that lived in it or drank from it suffered. 

Plague No. 2 Frogs:  The Egyptians viewed frogs as sacred and as 

objects of worship.  Thus, their objects of worship became a horrible 

oppressive plague. 

Plague No. 3 Lice:  The land which was worshipped turned into a source 

of torment.  The dust produced the curse.  Consequently, the Egyptians 

incurred religious defilement.  Also the air which was worshipped was 

defiled. 

Plague No. 4 Flies:  Some feel that these flies were ñscarabaus sacer.ò  

The scarabaus is a large beetle that is known to attack man.  It was 

considered sacred by the Egyptians.  God plagued the Egyptians with the 

very insects that they revered. 
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Plague No. 5 Murrain:  Cattle were Egyptian deities.  They were 

actually worshipped by them.  God sent a plague that killed Egyptôs 

deities. 

Now you know why God included in His judgment the animals, fish 

and insects of Egypt.  They were included because they were objects of 

idolatrous worship.  During Josephôs time, God had miraculously 

intervened in order to spare Egypt from famine and destruction.  

Therefore, the Egyptians should have known that Josephôs God is the 

true God.  But they refused to acknowledge Him.  Instead, they chose to 

continue to worship their false gods. 

It was in the name of their proclaimed false deities that the 

Egyptians mistreated Godôs covenant people.  Consequently, God 

used this opportunity to prove to the Egyptian people the absolute 

powerlessness of their gods.  For the people could look at their own 

difficult circumstances and witness firsthand the fact that their objects of 

worship were totally helpless to stop or even alleviate the intensity of the 

plagues or their own personal pain and suffering.  Before this chapter 

ends, I will give you Scriptural proof for what I just said.  However, for 

now, let us concentrate on the plagues that we have not yet touched on. 

PLAGUE NO. 6: BOILS 

Moses and Aaron were commanded by God to scatter handfuls of 

ashes from the brickkiln or as the King James translation says, ñthe 

furnace.ò  These ashes were to be scattered toward the heavens in the 

sight of Pharaoh.  The Amplified Bible translators were right on target 

when they chose to use the term ñbrickkilnò in their edition rather than 

the term ñfurnace.ò  I will explain why after you read the next verses. 

Exodus 9:8-11  (The Amplified Bible.) 

8The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Take handfuls of 

ashes or soot from the brickkiln and let Moses sprinkle 

them toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. 
9And it shall become small dust over all the land of 

Egypt, and become boils breaking out in sores on man 

and beast in all the land [occupied by the Egyptians]. 

10So they took ashes or soot of the kiln and stood 

before Pharaoh; and Moses threw them toward the sky, 

and it became boils erupting in sores on man and 

beast. 
11And the magicians could not stand before Moses 

because of their boils; for the boils were on the 

magicians and all the Egyptians. 
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There are numerous points that must be made regarding the plague of 

boils.  But first, let me explain why I said that The Amplified Bible 

translators were right on target when they chose to use the word 

ñbrickkilnò rather than the term ñfurnace.ò  You can check out the 

subsequent information in the Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary of the 

Strongôs Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 

The Hebrew word ñkibshanò (ñfurnaceò) found in Exodus 9:8 in the 

King James version of the Bible is from the Hebrew root word ñkabash.ò  

According to Strong, the definition of the word ñkabashò includes ñbring 

into bondage, force, keep under, subdue, bring into subjection.ò  No 

other Hebrew word which specifies a furnace comes from the root word 

ñkabash.ò  Thus, in this instance, if the Hebrew scholars were to impart 

to the reader true understanding of the type of furnace mentioned in 

Exodus 9:8, they had to translate that word ñfurnaceò in the manner they 

did, which was ñbrickkiln.ò  For you see, that furnace was the 

brickkiln in which the Israelite slaves were forced to make bricks for 

the Pharaoh. 

With the information you now have concerning Egyptian idolatry 

and the brickkiln, you will more quickly comprehend the contents of the 

next portion of the lesson.  For example:  the brickkiln represented four 

hundred years of affliction and oppression.  It represented years of 

slavery and suffering.  It represented harsh forced labor in the hot sun, 

day after day, without one day off to rest and recuperate.  It represented 

the pain of the taskmastersô whips and severe emotional abuse year in 

and year out.  Yes, the brickkiln stood as a horrible monument of the 

cruel treatment the Israelites had suffered from their merciless Egyptian 

taskmasters. 

God told Moses and Aaron to take handfuls of ash from the 

brickkiln.  Moses was to scatter that ash or soot toward the heavens in 

the sight of Pharaoh.  You might ask: ñWhat was Godôs purpose for 

having Moses scatter those ashes from the brickkiln?  And, why was it so 

important that Pharaoh see Moses carry out Godôs instructions?ò 

Let us take one question at a time.  First the question, ñWhat was 

Godôs purpose for having Moses scatter those ashes from the brickkiln?ò  

According to the previous article in Smithôs Bible Dictionary, scattering 

ashes was an ancient Egyptian religious rite.  The priests of Egypt would 

scatter the ashes toward the heavens and the sun gods whom they 

worshipped. 

Moses and Aaron simply mimicked the priests.  They scattered the 

ashes toward the heavens as if to invoke the aid of Egyptôs sun gods.  By 

their actions they were mocking the Egyptiansô false gods.  They were 

mockingly saying to Egyptôs false gods: ñCome if you can and deliver 
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your followers from the plague of boils that is now poured out upon 

them.  Show us the power that you are supposed to possess.  Command 

your magicians to conjure up a spell that will counteract the plague that 

the true and only God, the God of Israel, has sent upon all the 

Egyptians.ò 

The answer to the second question that I posed earlier, ñWhy was it 

so important that Pharaoh see Moses carry out Godôs instructions?ò is 

now obvious.  God wanted him to witness the utter impotency of the 

gods of Egypt.  And God had good reason for wanting Pharaoh to realize 

the helplessness of Egyptôs gods. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference under the 

heading ñPharaohò informs us that the people of Egypt believed that 

Pharaoh himself was a god.  They identified Pharaoh with the sky god 

ñHorusò and with the sun gods ñRe-Amon and Aton.ò  According to that 

same source, Pharaoh was believed to have sacred magical powers.  

Supposedly on the battlefield these magical powers enabled him to slay 

thousands of the enemy all by himself.  He was also supposed to be      

all-powerful, all-knowing and in complete control of all nature, fertility 

and even fate.  As their god, Pharaoh was also responsible for the 

Egyptiansô financial prosperity and their spiritual well-being. 

With the understanding you now have, try to imagine this scene.  

There stood Pharaoh, supposedly an incarnation of the Egyptian god 

Horus and also identified with the previously mentioned false sun gods.  

And there stood Moses and Aaron, ridiculing him by invoking the false 

gods, Pharaoh (Horus), Re-Amon and Aton, to come to the aid of their 

Egyptian followers, if they could.  It was like Moses and Aaron were 

tauntingly saying to Pharaoh, ñUse now the great magical powers that 

you are thought to possess.  You are supposed to be all-knowing and 

all-powerful, so come and stop the next plague.  Prove before all Egypt 

that you truly are a god.  Show proof, Pharaoh, of your professed magical 

powers.ò 

Moses knew that Pharaoh was not really a god.  Rather, Moses knew 

he was a fake just as the sun gods, Re-Amon and Aton, were fakes.  Like 

the other gods of Egypt, Pharaoh could not even protect himself from the 

plagues, never mind his Egyptian subjects or their animals.  And that was 

exactly the point that God wanted to make during the Egyptiansô 

punishment for mistreating His people.  God wanted all Egypt to witness 

the utter impotency of their false gods.  He wanted all Egypt to recognize 

that Pharaoh was not a God.  Pharaoh was instead simply a wicked man 

who was about to experience the same plague of painful boils that every 

other Egyptian and their beasts would soon experience. 
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Plus, God had a specific purpose for using the ash from the actual 

kiln in which Pharaoh had forced the Israelites to make his bricks.  God 

did that so there would be no doubt in anyoneôs mind as to why Pharaoh, 

his subjects and their beasts were being punished.  For it was in the 

name of their god, Pharaoh, that the Egyptians had enslaved and 

severely mistreated Godôs covenant people.   

PLAGUE NO. 7: HAIL  

The plague of hail was sent mainly to destroy Egyptôs vegetation and 

trees.  This would have been particularly devastating to Egyptôs economy 

since according to Exodus 9:31, the barley was in the ear and the flax in 

bloom.  Let us read the description of this particular plague that is 

provided in Godôs Word. 

Exodus 9:22-26  (The Amplified Bible.) 

22The Lord said to Moses, Stretch forth your hand 

toward the heavens, that there may be hail in all the 

land of Egypt, upon man and beast, and upon all the 

vegetation of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 
23Then Moses stretched forth his rod toward the 

heavens, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire 

(lightning) ran down to and along the ground, and the 

Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 

24So there was hail and fire flashing continually in the 

midst of the weighty hail, such as had not been in all the 

land of Egypt since it became a nation. 

25The hail struck down throughout all the land of 

Egypt everything that was in the field, both man and 

beast; and the hail beat down all the vegetation of the 

field and shattered every tree of the field. 
26Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were, 

was there no hail. 

Verses thirty-two and thirty-three of the following Psalm provide 

additional information concerning the destructive hail plague.  They shed 

more light on how every tree in the field was shattered.  It seems that the 

trees broke under the weight of the ice. 

Psalm 105:32-33  (The Amplified Bible.) 

32He gave them hail for rain, with lightning like flaming 

fire in their land. 

33He smote their vines also and their fig trees and broke 

the [ice-laden] trees of their borders. 
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I need to bring certain facts to your attention which involve both 

plagues seven and eight.  Therefore, I will wait to relay that information 

to you until after we have checked out plague number eight.  So, let us 

do that right now. 

PLAGUE NO. 8:  LOCUSTS 

Exodus 10:12-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12Then the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand 

over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may 

come up on the land of Egypt and eat all the vegetation 

of the land, all that the hail has left. 
13And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of 

Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the land 

all that day and all that night; when it was morning, the 

east wind brought the locusts. 

14And the locusts came up over all the land of Egypt 

and settled down on the whole country of Egypt, a very 

dreadful mass of them; never before were there such 

locusts as these, nor will there ever be again. 

15For they covered the whole land, so that the ground 

was darkened, and they ate every bit of vegetation of 

the land and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had 

left; there remained not a green thing of the trees or 

the plants of the field in all the land of Egypt. 

Through the plagues of hail and locusts, God meted out further 

retribution for Egyptôs crimes against His chosen people.  God also once 

again sat in judgment of Egyptôs false gods including Egyptôs false god, 

Pharaoh.  For remember, as a god, Pharaoh was supposed to be            

all-powerful.  He was thought to have power and control over all nature.  

Yet he was repeatedly shown to be weak and utterly helpless to stop the 

barrage of plagues that continued to be poured out upon himself, his 

people, the animals and now upon all the plant life in Egypt. 

Any vegetation or tree that had survived the plague of hail was 

totally and completely devoured by the locusts.  I am sure that when the 

locusts were finished with Egypt, Egyptôs land looked like it had suffered 

a hundred years of drought and famine.  However, this time, Egypt did 

not have Josephôs aid or Godôs miraculous stockpile of food to fall back 

on.  She had only Godôs wrath and punishment for her four hundred 

years of crimes against Him and His chosen covenant people. 

God continued to carry out His sentence against the Egyptian people, 

their animals, their gods and their plants.  Yes, I said plants.  For you 
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see, even their plants played a role in Egyptôs religious life.  From The 

Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible under the heading 

ñPlagues of Egyptò and subheading ñThe theological significanceò I 

quote: 

It is obvious, however, that the    

twenty-two Egyp. provinces each had 

their respective religious center and 

totemic animal or plant.  It is 

precisely the attributes of these deities 

that are involved in the plagues. 

God put His finger on every aspect of Egyptôs physical, temporal and 

religious life.  He did not leave one stone unturned.  Every religious 

weakness, every falsity, every sin was exposed and punished.  For each 

evil characteristic had played a role in Egyptôs mistreatment of God and 

Godôs covenant people.  By the time the Lord got through with the 

Egyptians, I am sure they wished that they had never laid eyes on the 

Israelites, never mind mistreated them.  

PLAGUE NO. 9:  DARKNESS 

There were numerous reasons for God sending a plague of darkness 

upon the Egyptians.  However, as we learned earlier, Godôs first priority 

was to keep His word in regard to His curse falling upon all individuals 

or nations who abuse His chosen people,  ñéI will bless those who bless 

you [who confer prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him who 

curses or uses insolent language toward youé.ò  (Genesis 12:3.)  And 

of course, there was also Godôs prediction of His future judgment of 

Egypt, ñéI will bring judgment on that nation whom they will 

serveé.ò  (Genesis 15:14.)  Therefore, like all the other plagues, the 

darkness was punishment for the Egyptiansô mistreatment of Godôs 

people during the four hundred years they had dwelt in Egypt.  The next 

verses show us exactly what took place during the plague of darkness. 

Exodus 10:20-23  (The Amplified Bible.) 

20But the Lord made Pharaohôs heart more strong and 
obstinate, and he would not let the Israelites go. 

21And the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand 

toward the heavens, that there may be darkness over the 

land of Egypt, a darkness which may be felt. 

22So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and 

for three days a thick darkness was all over the land of 

Egypt. 
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23The Egyptians could not see one another, nor did 

anyone rise from his place for three days; but all the 

Israelites had natural light in their dwellings. 

As the Egyptians had made prisoners of the Israelites, so God made 

prisoners of them.  They were confined to their own homes.  They were 

forcibly constrained by the plague of darkness. For three days they 

remained imprisoned in their own homes, unable to see each other, 

unable to get up and move about, unable to venture over their doorsteps.  

Verse twenty-three tells us that not one Egyptian rose from his place for 

three days. 

The plague of darkness was also part of Godôs plan to judge the gods 

of Egypt.  However, there is much more truth to consider in regard to 

God actually using darkness to punish the Egyptians.  It is a known 

Biblical fact that if men (including Godôs own people) will not give to 

God the glory that is due to Him, acknowledging Him as the true and 

only God and heeding His voice, He will bring darkness upon them.  

Plus, if they persist in their pride and stubbornness, that darkness will be 

superseded by the absolute darkness of death.  Biblical evidence to prove 

what I just said can be seen in the next verses taken from The Holy Bible, 

King James Version. 

Jeremiah 13:15-16  (King James Version.) 

15Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath 

spoken, 

16Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause 

darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark 

mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into 

the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness. 

In the book of Ezekiel, the Lord again mentions darkness in 

connection with His judgment.  Incidentally, the prophetic prediction I 

just mentioned also involves Egypt.  However, it speaks of an entirely 

different event and time than that which we are presently dealing with.  

Nevertheless, it does add additional light to the insight you have already 

received regarding darkness being linked to Godôs judgment whether that 

darkness be spiritual or literal.  You will understand what I mean when 

you read the following verses.  

Ezekiel 30:18-19  (The Amplified Bible.) 

18At Tehaphnehes also the day shall withdraw itself 

and be dark when I break there the yokes and dominion 

of Egypt, and the pride of her power shall come to an 
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end.  As for her, a cloud [of calamities] shall cover her 

and her daughters shall go into captivity. 

19Thus will I execute judgments and punishments 

upon Egypt.  Then shall they know (understand and 

realize) that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who 

calls forth loyalty and obedient service]. 

Let us now get back on track and consider how Godôs plague of 

darkness once more exposed Pharaoh as a bogus god.  You will recall 

that Pharoah was supposed to be the sun god, Re, incarnate (that is, the 

sun god, Re, in bodily form).  He was not only believed to be the god of 

the solar system, but of all creation.  Therefore, Pharoahôs subjects 

obviously pleaded with him to let his solar lightbeams shine upon Egypt 

so that the plague of darkness would be banished from their land.  Of 

course, their petitions went unheeded.  Instead of answered prayer, they 

received undeniable proof that Pharoah was not the creator who provided 

light.  The sun and the moon did not shed their light at his command.  

For as it had been in the case of all the former plagues, Pharoah, the false 

sun god, was totally unable to reverse Godôs command.  Pharoah was 

incapable of removing the plague of darkness. 

All Egypt once again saw Pharoah as he really was, a ridiculously 

weak counterfeit god.  The Egyptians also saw without doubt who the 

one true God is.  For we are informed in Exodus 10:23 that while all 

Egypt sat in darkness, the true Creator, the God of Israel, provided His 

people with natural light in all their dwellings.  As the Scriptures state, 

ñThe Egyptians could not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his 

place for three days; but all the Israelites had natural light in their 

dwellings.ò 

Not only was Pharaoh shown to be false but everything the 

Egyptians trusted and believed in was exposed as a lie.  Yes, every 

Egyptian deity and every object of idolatrous worship was shown to be a 

fabrication.  Also keep in mind that the very air that the Egyptians 

worshipped was to them once again defiled by the plague of darkness.  

First, the land that was sacred had been darkened by swarms of locusts 

that in turn devoured the sacred vegetation.  Then the plague of darkness 

filled the air.  You might say the idolatrous rug had been abruptly pulled 

out from under the Egyptiansô feet.  For they personally witnessed just 

how ineffective and hollow their gods were.  Insurmountable proof of 

their godsô impotency loomed before them.  Yet, even the degree of 

punishment that they had experienced to that point still did not fit the 

crime.  Hence, the final plague came upon Egypt. 

 

 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

55 

PLAGUE NO. 10:  DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN  

Death was poured out upon the Egyptians.  The absolute darkness 

(that is, the gross darkness of death that I mentioned previously as being 

linked with judgment and punishment) clutched to the midnight garb of 

the plague of darkness.  See this for yourself in the next verses. 

Exodus 12:29-33  (The Amplified Bible.) 

29At midnight the Lord slew every firstborn in the land 

of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his 

throne to the firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon, 

and all the firstborn of the livestock. 

30Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, all his servants, 

and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in 

Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not 

one dead. 
31He called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, 

Rise up, get out from among my people, both you and the 

Israelites; and go, serve the Lord, as you said. 

32Also take your flocks and your herds, as you have 

said, and be gone!  And [ask your God to] bless me also. 

33The Egyptians were urgent with the people to depart, 

that they might send them out of the land in haste; for 

they said, We are all dead men. 

The tenth plague had to have been more devastating to the Egyptians 

than all the other nine combined.  It is hard to imagine what it must have 

been like for them.  We are told in Godôs Word that no Egyptian 

household escaped plague number ten.  Verse thirty says, ñéthere was 

not a house where there was not one dead.ò  Everyone in Egypt was 

touched by the loss of a father, brother, uncle, child, or other relative.  

That meant that no one even received or extended to others the usual 

words of comfort and consolation that provide emotional support during 

periods of mourning.  How could they have comforted others when their 

own loss and grief was so great.  Plus, how could they turn to the gods of 

Egypt for comfort after those gods had been exposed for the counterfeits 

that they really were? 

You may well ask, ñWhat evil could the Egyptians possibly have 

done to God or the Israelites during those four hundred years to have 

deserved this particularly severe punishment (that is, to have caused God 

to retaliate by slaying all their firstborn)?ò 

Well, my friend, there is much more involved here than what first 

meets the eye.  The truth is, God slew all the firstborn in Egypt 
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because, prior to that time, the Egyptians had afflicted, oppressed, 

enslaved and murdered His firstborn son.  Yes, you read my last 

words correctly.  I said, ñHis firstborn son.ò  I made that statement 

because God Himself refers to Israel as His firstborn son. 

Of course, God is not implying that Israel is His firstborn son in the 

same sense that Yeshua the Christ is.  No!  Rather, Israel is Godôs 

firstborn nation.  The Israelites are Godôs firstborn son in that they were 

chosen to serve God from among all the peoples of the earth.  God gave 

birth to and nurtured the nation of Israel.  Thus, God Himself calls Israel 

His firstborn son.  See this for yourself in the following Scripture. 

 

Exodus 4:19-23  (The Amplified Bible.) 

19The Lord said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt; 

for all the men who were seeking your life [for killing 

the Egyptian] are dead. 

20And Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on 

donkeys, and he returned to the land of Egypt; and 

Moses took the rod of God in His hand. 

21And the Lord said to Moses, When you return into 

Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all those miracles 

and wonders which I have put in your hand; but I will 

make him stubborn and harden his heart, so that he will 

not let the people go. 

22And you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, 

Israel is My son, even My firstborn. 

23And I say to you, Let My son go, that he may serve 

Me; and if you refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay 

your son, your firstborn. 

Because verse twenty-two is vital to our present study, I am going to 

repeat it.  As you again read Godôs words, allow God to write them on 

your heart and mind. 

22And you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, 

Israel is My son, even My firstborn. 

I cannot enter into a lengthy study on Israelôs birthright at this time.  

However, so that you will not be left hanging without enough 

information to comprehend the extent of Egyptôs sin or her just 

punishment, I am going to touch on some Biblical highlights concerning 

the firstborn.  
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First, I will share with you a particular section of New Testament 

Scripture that verifies Israelôs sonship.  Plus, now that you understand 

about Israel being Godôs firstborn son, how much God cares for His son 

Israel and the pain and humiliation God suffered when His firstborn son 

was abused, enslaved and murdered by the Egyptians, you will 

understand why the Jewish apostle Paul said he could wish himself 

accursed if it would bring the nation of Israel (Godôs firstborn son) to 

acknowledge the truth about Yeshua, the Christ.  Paul was concerned 

about God as well as the Jews themselves.  He was wanting to relieve 

Godôs pain.  If Paul had been able, he would have been willing to be 

accursed so that God could be spared further suffering.  The next verses 

are from The Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

Romans 9:1-5  (The Revised Standard Version.) 

1I AM speaking the truth in Christ.  I am not lying; my 

conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit,  

2That I have great sorrow and increasing anguish in my 

heart. 

3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut 

off from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen 

by race.  

4They are Israelites, and to them belong the sonship, 

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 

worship, and the promises;  

5To them belong the patriarchs, and of their race, 

according to the flesh, is the Christ.  God Who is over all 

be blessed forever. Amen. 

Romans 9:4 in The Revised Standard Version speaks of the sonship 

belonging to the Israelites.  The Amplified Bible says, ñFor they are 

Israelites, and to them belong Godôs adoption [as a nation]é.ò 

Throughout the Bible, we are repeatedly made aware that the 

firstborn son was considered to be exceptional in that his birth order 

entitled him to special privileges.  For example, his birth position 

automatically made him higher in rank than any of the other male 

siblings.  Furthermore, it was standard procedure that as the firstborn, 

upon his fatherôs death, he would receive a double portion of the 

inheritance and take his fatherôs place as head of the household. 

Godôs firstborn son, Israel, is special to God in that the Israelite 

nation is entitled to certain privileges and is higher in rank than any other 

nation on the earth.  Later in the series, you will be given Scriptural proof 

of that fact.  However, for now, know that the place the firstborn holds in 

his fatherôs heart goes even beyond rank and privileges.  The following 
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Scriptures will give you a good idea of what I mean.  So let us begin with 

the firstborn of Jacob. 

Genesis 49:3  (The Amplified Bible.) 

3Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the 

beginning (the firstfruits) of my manly strength and 

vigor; [your birthright gave you] the preeminence in 

dignity and the preeminence in power. 

The Modern Language Bible says, ñéyou are my firstborn, my 

strength and the first issue of my vitality; excellent in dignity, prominent 

in prowess.ò  

The Living Bible reads, ñéyou are my oldest son, the child of my 

vigorous youth.  You are the head of the list in rank and in honor.ò 

The Egyptians also laid great value on their firstborn.  The contents 

of the next Scriptures make that fact very clear.  So let us get right to the 

heart of the matter by reading those verses. 

Psalm 78:51  (The Amplified Bible.) 

51He smote all the firstborn in Egypt, the chief of their 

strength in the tents [of the land of the sons] of Ham. 

The Modern Language Bible says,  ñéHe smote all the firstborn in 

Egypt, the prime of their strength in the tents of Ham.ò  

The Living Bible simply says,  ñéhe killed the eldest son in each 

Egyptian familyðhe who was the beginning of its strength and joy.ò 

Oh, my friend, consider the pain and indignities that God had 

endured during the four hundred years that His firstborn son, Israel, had 

been mistreated in Egypt.  The Egyptians afflicted, oppressed, enslaved 

and murdered the beginning and prime of His strength and joy, the head 

of His list in rank and honor.  Yes, the Egyptians had abused and held in 

cruel captivity and even murdered Godôs beautiful, precious firstborn 

son. 

With the understanding you now possess, let us read again the 

previous verses in Exodus that pertain to Godôs firstborn son, Israel.  

Exodus 4:22-23  (The Amplified Bible.) 

22And you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, 

Israel is My son, even My firstborn. 
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23And I say to you, Let My son go, that he may serve 

Me; and if you refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay 

your son, your firstborn. 

Now do you see more clearly why God said in Genesis 15:14 that He 

would bring judgment upon the nation of Egypt?  As I said earlier, the 

Egyptians had afflicted, oppressed, enslaved and murdered Godôs 

firstborn son, Israel.  Thus, God meted out just punishment on those 

wicked people.  God killed all their firstborn.  They were personally 

made to feel a measure of the pain, agony, grief and humiliation that 

their sinful actions had inflicted upon God for the previous four hundred 

years. 

Also, remember what I shared with you earlier.  The reason God 

judged the gods of Egypt was because it was in their name, including 

their god, Pharaoh (Horus), that the Egyptians had committed their 

horrendous crimes against God and His chosen covenant people.  Think 

about it.  Egyptôs god, Pharaoh (Horus), gave the orders to afflict, 

oppress, enslave and murder Godôs firstborn son, Israel.  Thus, out of 

Pharaohôs own mouth came the sentence that God would eventually 

carry out on all the firstborn of Egypt. 

Incidentally, if you are wondering why the reigning Pharaoh was 

punished for his own crimes and the crimes of preceding Pharaohs, it 

was because all reigning Pharaohs past and present were supposed to be 

the incarnation of the god Horus (that is, the embodiment of the god 

Horus in the human form).  Hence, it was the same deity, Horus, who 

was being punished.  Plus, in continuing to worship the god Horus, the 

Egyptians were themselves condoning everything that had been and was 

being done in his name. 

The information in the previous paragraph also provides the answer 

that I promised regarding why the Pharaoh, who reigned during the 

outpouring of the ten plagues, was held responsible for breaking an 

agreement that an earlier Hyksos Pharaoh had made to Joseph and the 

Israelite people.  I repeat, it was because all reigning Pharaohs past and 

present were supposed to be the incarnation of the god Horus (that is, the 

imbodiment of the god Horus in human form).  Hence, it was the same 

deity who had made and broken his agreement with Joseph. 

Earlier in this chapter, I also promised that I would produce 

Scriptural proof regarding the Lord judging the gods of Egypt.  So now I 

want to share with you the actual Scripture in which God makes it clear 

that He did indeed bring judgment upon Egyptôs gods as well as the 

Egyptian people, their animals and their land.  I saved that Scripture until 

now since it also mentions the tenth plague, and I wanted to deal with the 

plagues consecutively.  So let us read that verse without further delay.  
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Exodus 12:12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night 

and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgment [proving their helplessness].  I am 

the Lord. 

You now know why God slew all the firstborn of Egypt.  It was 

because Pharaoh and his people had abused and slain Godôs firstborn 

son, Israel.  However, you might still be wondering why God also slew 

the firstborn beasts.  Smithôs Bible Dictionary sheds some light on that 

issue.  Smith informs us that by killing all the firstborn of the beasts, God 

showed the Egyptians that even their sacred temple animals were not 

exempt from the power and judgment of the true God.  Imagine what an 

impact it must have had on the Egyptians to see the animals that they 

considered to be deities drop dead in the very temples in which they were 

worshipped, along with the firstborn of Egyptôs idolatrous priests. 

PLAGUES CEASE - PUNISHMENT CONTINUES  

The ten plagues had finally come to an end.  However, Godôs 

punishment did not stop at that point.  God still had to tie up a few loose 

ends.  For instance, He had to make sure that before they left Egypt, the 

Israelites received adequate financial compensation for every minute of 

slave labor that the Egyptians had brutally extracted from them.  

Consequently, God made the Egyptians, upon request, give to the 

Israelites all their personal valuables.  See this truth in the next verses. 

Exodus 12:35-36  (The Amplified Bible.) 

35The Israelites did according to the word of Moses; 

and they [urgently] asked of the Egyptians jewels of 

silver and of gold, and clothing. 

36The Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the 

Egyptians, so that they gave them what they asked.  

And they stripped the Egyptians [of those things]. 

A spiritual and literal battle had taken place in Egypt between the 

Lord and the gods of the Egyptians and their followers.  The Lord had of 

course won that battle.  Thus, the victor took the spoils.  Following 

Godôs instructions to Moses, the people stripped the Egyptians of their 

wealth.  Hence, Israel was financially reimbursed for her many years of 

slavery while the land of her defeated foe was spoiled in more ways than 

one. 

Earlier, I commented on the fact that though the ten plagues had 

ended, Egyptôs punishment had not ended.  After all, none of the plagues 
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had correlated with the drowning of Godôs covenant babies.  Pharaoh 

(the false god Horus) was the one who had given the order to drown all 

Godôs covenant male babies.  Thus, Pharaoh (the false God Horus) 

would watch helplessly while the true God personally drowned the 

strongest males of Egypt. 

Drowning the strongest males of Egypt was certainly a more difficult 

task than drowning tiny helpless babies.  However, by hardening 

Pharaohôs heart, God was able to persuade Pharaoh to command all his 

fighting men to pursue the Israelites into the sea.  You know what took 

place after that.  So rather than quoting all of Exodus chapter fourteen, I 

will instead pick out relevant sections of that chapter, beginning with the 

following verses. 

Exodus 14:5-28  (The Amplified Bible.) 

5It was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled; 

and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was 

changed toward the people, and they said, What is this 

we have done?  We have let Israel go from serving us! 

6And he made ready his chariots and took his army, 

7And took 600 chosen chariots and all the other chariots 

of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 

8The Lord made hard and strong the heart of Pharaoh 

king of Egypt, and he pursued the Israelites, for [they] 

left proudly and defiantly. 

9The Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and 

chariots of Pharaoh and his horsemen and his army, and 

overtook them encamped at the [Red] Sea by Pihahiroth, 

in front of Baal-zephon. 

To show you without doubt that an actual battle took place, and that 

God lured Pharaohôs army into the sea by hardening their hearts, we will 

read verses fourteen through seventeen.  Pay special attention to the first 

part of verse fourteen, and the first part of verse seventeen. 

14The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your 

peace and remain at rest. 

15The Lord said to Moses, Why do you cry to Me?  Tell 

the people of Israel to go forward! 

16Lift up your rod and stretch out your hand over the 

sea and divide it, and the Israelites shall go on dry 

ground through the midst of the sea. 

17And I, behold, I will harden (make stubborn and 

strong) the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall go 
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[into the sea] after them; and I will gain honor over 

Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and horsemen. 

Now let us check out the final battle between the one true God, the 

God of Israel, and Pharaoh (the god Horus) and his army. 

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 

the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind 

all that night and made the sea dry land; and the waters 

were divided. 

22And the Israelites went into the midst of the sea on dry 

ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right 

hand and on their left. 

23The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the 

midst of the sea, even all Pharaohôs horses, his chariots, 

and his horsemen. 

Look closely at the next two verses, for in them you are shown just 

how personally involved the Lord was in the battle that took place that 

day.  We are told that the Lord looked down through the pillar of fire and 

cloud and saw all the host of Pharaoh pursuing the Israelites in the midst 

of the Red Sea.  The Lord then came down to where they were and 

actually took the wheels off the Egyptian chariots.  Can you picture 

that scene?  God Almighty personally removing those chariot wheels.  

Another amazing fact is that the Egyptians were aware that the Lord was 

the One who was fighting against them.  They knew that it was the true 

God who had bound their chariot wheels. 

Oh, my friend, God came to demand reprisal for the drowning of His 

covenant male babies.  Just as the Egyptians had deliberately drowned 

the males of Israel, so God deliberately drowned their males.  Plus, the 

one who had given that order, Pharaoh (the god Horus), stood helplessly 

watching from the shore while the Lord fought against his army.  Yes, 

the Lord caused the waters to return to their normal flow, and the waves 

met the Egyptians as they tried to escape.  Thus, as the Egyptians had 

cast Godôs covenant male babies into the river Nile, so ñéthe Lord 

overthrew the Egyptians and shook them off in the midst of the sea.ò  

Not one man of the Egyptian army survived.  All were drowned. 

24And in the morning watch the Lord through the 

pillar of fire and cloud looked down on the host of the 

Egyptians and discomfited [them], 

25And bound (clogged, took off) their chariot wheels, 

making them drive heavily; and the Egyptians said, Let 

us flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord fights for 

them against the Egyptians!  
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26Then the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand 

over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the 

Egyptians, upon their chariots and horsemen. 

27So Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and 

the sea returned to its strength and normal flow when 

the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled into it 

[being met by it]; and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians 

and shook them off into the midst of the sea.  

28The waters returned and covered the chariots, the 

horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that pursued 

them; not even one of them remained. 

Verse twenty-eight says, ñénot even one of them remained.ò  Can 

you imagine how Pharaoh (Horus) must have felt as he stood by 

helplessly watching the Lord drown all those Egyptian males?  Surely, at 

that moment he must have finally understood and felt a measure of the 

pain that God and His chosen people had felt when he had drowned their 

male infants. 

Now you might still ask, ñBut, why did the Lord harden Pharaohôs 

heart so that he would not let the Israelites go and then punish him for 

not letting them go?ò  Oh, my friend, Pharaoh not letting Godôs people 

go was not the real issue in this matter.  Neither was Pharaoh really 

punished for not letting them go.  Pharaoh, the people of Egypt and 

Egyptôs gods were punished for the four hundred years of crimes 

that they had committed against God and His people. 

Hardening Pharaohôs heart was simply a strategic maneuver.  It was 

a measure God took to ensure that all the Egyptians and their gods 

received full punishment for their crimes.  And when one considers all 

the years during which the Egyptians afflicted, oppressed, enslaved and 

even murdered Godôs covenant people, one has to applaud the just 

measures that God took. 

 

Since we have just touched on God hardening Pharaohôs heart, this is 

a good place to insert even more Biblical information.  But first, I want 

to make something very clear.  As we identify the benefits to God and 

mankind that came out of Egyptôs punishment, we must remember that 

the Egyptians were not punished to provide those benefits.  On the 

contrary, as I have repeatedly stated, they were punished for their four 

hundred years of wickedness against God and Godôs covenant people.  

Any benefits that were derived came about because God in His wisdom 

brought good out of a bad situation.  As God addresses Pharaoh in the 
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following verses, we catch a glimpse of one of the blessings God 

Himself acquired by hardening Pharaohôs heart and by allowing Pharaoh 

and his people to live.  

Exodus 9:15-16  (The Amplified Bible.) 

15For by now I could have put forth My hand and have 

struck you and your people with pestilence, and you 

would have been cutoff from the earth. 

16But for this very purpose have I let you live, that I 

might show you My power, and that My name may be 

declared throughout all the earth. 

If Godôs purpose for mankind was to ever be completely 

accomplished in all the earth, then God first had to make His name 

known and feared among men.  Therefore, Egyptôs punishment gave God 

a perfect opportunity to declare His name and to demonstrate His 

almighty power. 

We know that God was already committed to carrying out His Word 

in Genesis 12:3, ñéI will bless those who bless you [who confer 

prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses 

insolent language toward youé.ò  God was also committed to carrying 

out His prediction in Genesis 15:14, ñéI will bring judgment upon that 

nation whom they will serveé.ò  Therefore, the sensible and logical 

course for God to follow was to carry out Egyptôs punishment while at 

the same time promoting His name.  That way many people would 

benefit from Egyptôs chastisement.  The power and awesome deeds of 

the God of Israel who cursed Egypt and the knowledge of Egyptôs 

punishment would be quickly broadcast throughout all the world.  

Consequently, Godôs name would be made known in all the nations of 

the earth. 

I said many people would benefit from Egyptôs chastisement because 

the method God chose to declare His name and power was not 

advantageous to God alone.  Rather, Godôs method brought benefit to all 

nations or individuals who were and are wise enough to heed Godôs 

published warning and recognize His power. 

Let me explain:  nations or individuals who are smart enough to 

remember and realize the terrible power that, through His curse, God 

demonstrated in Egypt will be far less likely to mistreat Godôs covenant 

people.  Wise men will remember that if they curse or use insolent 

language toward Godôs covenant people (the Jews), then as He did with 

the Egyptians, God will curse them.  If God is to keep His word, He has 

no other choice than to curse those who curse His chosen covenant 

people. 
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The knowledge that God provided us with concerning Egyptôs 

punishment and His own awesome power and judgment is knowledge 

which protects us from the effects of such a terrible curse and brings 

blessing to our lives.  God made His name and power known throughout 

the earth so that the wise can personally avoid the consequences of His 

curse.  Praise be to the God of Israel who hardened Pharaohôs heart and 

allowed him and a number of his people to survive the plagues so that 

His name would be known, and we could be warned and thus escape the 

same fate that befell the Egyptians.  What a merciful, kind and generous 

God is the God of Israel.  He always looks at the overall circumstances 

and brings good out of every bad situation for everyone involved. 

If you look carefully at one of the verses that we studied earlier in 

this chapter, you can once more actually see written on the pages of 

Godôs Word what I have been trying to explain.  You can see that the 

signs and wonders that God performed were to punish Egypt for her 

abusive and harsh treatment of His people, and that out of that 

punishment, God got a name for Himself.  Let us read again the verse I 

just mentioned. 

Nehemiah 9:10  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10You performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh 

and all his servants and all the people of his land, for 

You knew that they dealt insolently against the 

Israelites.  And You got for Yourself a name, as it is 

today. 

The Living Bible reads, ñYou displayed great miracles against 

Pharaoh and his people, for you knew how brutally the Egyptians were 

treating them; you have a glorious reputation because of those    never-

to-be-forgotten deeds.ò 

The Modern Language translation reads, ñéso Thou didst cause 

respect for Thy name, as it is this day.ò 

 

Oh, my friend, along with the answers to many other queries, you 

now have the answer to the question, ñWere The Egyptians Ever 

Punished For Their Heinous Crimes Against God And The Jewish 

People?ò  Yes, you now know that the Egyptians were severely chastised 

by God through the ten plagues and other mighty wonders.  The 

consequences Egypt suffered as a result of cursing Godôs chosen people 

were phenomenal.  Think about it.   

(1)  Their gods and sacred objects were shown to be fakes. 
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(2)  Their aquatic life was severely depleted. 

(3)  Almost all their livestock was dead. 

(4)  All Egyptôs crops, vegetation and fruit trees were destroyed.  

The land was completely devastated. 

(5)  Every household was mourning the death of at least one 

loved one. 

(6)  They were stripped of all their treasures. 

(7)  Their population was profoundly diminished. 

Remember, the Israelites were greater in number than the 

Egyptians.  So when the Israelites left, so did Egyptôs vast 

population.  Plus, Egyptôs firstborn died, Pharaohôs army was 

drowned at the Red Sea and many of Egyptôs inhabitants 

accompanied the Israelites when they exited Egypt.  Without a 

doubt, Egypt was a ruined nation.  Yes, I am sure you will agree with 

me that the Egyptians were punished for their heinous crimes 

against God and His chosen people. 

You also learned how you yourself can keep from experiencing 

Godôs curse.  Do not curse or use insolent language toward Godôs chosen 

covenant people, and the curse that God poured upon the Egyptians will 

not be poured upon you. 

On the other side of the coin, there are the blessings that are 

promised to those who bless Godôs chosen people.  Oh, Christian, seek to 

do Godôs will.  For if you do Godôs will, you will seek to be blessed 

rather than cursed. 
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WAS THE DELIVERER, MOSES,  

 A FOLLOWER OF GOD  

BEFORE HE FLED FROM EGYPT? 

 
To this point in the series, many Biblical mysteries that had remained 

hidden for generations have been unfolded.  Yet, the uncovering of those 

mysteries is but a flicker of light when compared with the brightness of 

the overall inspired revelation contained in this book.  For example, in 

this chapter you will not only gain the answer to the question, ñWas The 

Deliverer, Moses, A Follower Of God Before He Fled From Egypt?ò but 

you will also see the first recorded instance showing Mosesô awareness 

that he was the long awaited deliverer. 

In chapter four, I found it necessary to deviate from the Biblical 

chronological order of events.  However, I assured you that it would be a 

temporary departure.  Also, in that chapter, I briefly touched on the birth 

of Moses.  I stated that out of what seemed to be a hopeless and helpless 

situation, God raised up a leader who would help Him accomplish His 

promise to Abraham and deliver His people from Egypt. 

To get us back on track and to lay the groundwork for the answer to 

the previous question, we will cover in more detail the birth, childhood 

and adulthood of Moses.  If studied carefully, the following verses of 

Scripture provide a great deal of insight into the first forty years of the 

life of Moses. 

Exodus 2:1-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1NOW [Amraam] a man of the house of Levi [the 

priestly tribe] went and took as his wife [Jochebed] a 

daughter of Levi. 

2And the woman became pregnant and bore a son; and 

when she saw that he was [exceedingly] beautiful, she 

hid him three months. 

3And when she could no longer hide him, she took for 

him an ark or basket made of bulrushes or papyrus 

[making it watertight by] daubing it with bitumen and 

pitch.  Then she put the child in it and laid it among the 

rushes by the brink of the river [Nile].  

4And his sister [Miriam] stood some distance away to 

learn what would be done to him. 
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5Now the daughter of Pharoah came down to bathe at 

the river, and her maidens walked along the bank; she 

saw the ark among the rushes and sent her maid to fetch 

it. 

6When she opened it, she saw the child; and behold, the 

baby cried.  And she took pity on him and said, This is 

one of the Hebrewsô children!  

It is important to note that in verse six, Pharoahôs daughter 

recognized that the child in the basket was of Hebrew descent.  She knew 

the child had been put upon the waters of the Nile in an attempt to save 

its life from her own fatherôs edict.  The next verses shed a great deal of 

light on the first years of Moses life.  So, fix your attention on them. 

7Then his sister said to Pharoahôs daughter, Shall I go 

and call a nurse of the Hebrew women to nurse the child 

for you? 

8Pharoahôs daughter said to her, Go.  And the girl went 

and called the childôs mother. 

9Then Pharoahôs daughter said to her, Take this child 

away and nurse it for me, and I will give you your 

wages.  So the woman took the child and nursed it. 

10And the child grew, and she brought him to 

Pharoahôs daughter and he became her son.  And she 

called him Moses, for she said, Because I drew him out 

of the water. 

In verse nine, the princess instructed the mother of Moses to ñtake 

this child away and nurse it for me.ò  She did not invite the mother of 

Moses to come into the palace and look after the babe there.  No!  She 

clearly commanded Jochebed to take the child away.  Pharoahôs daughter 

even paid Jochebed to feed and nurture her own child. 

Verse ten says, ñAnd the child grew, and she brought him to 

Pharoahôs daughter and he became her son.ò  Thus, we see that for the 

first stage of his life, God in his mercy and for His own purpose allowed 

baby Moses to remain in the loving care of his own mother.  Verse ten 

also makes it clear that the princess did not adopt Moses as her son until 

after his own mother brought him back to her. 

During the years that Jochebed still had possession of her son, she 

was in a perfect position to teach him spiritual values such as love for 

and devotion to God, love and compassion for His people, knowledge of 

the Abrahamic covenant and Godôs assurances to Abraham.  She was 
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also in a position to instill in Moses the fact that as a future prince of 

Egypt, he would soon be in a position to help his enslaved brethren. 

To provide you with further documented evidence for all that I have 

just said, I have chosen to share with you a quote from Smithôs Bible 

Dictionary under the heading ñMoses.ò   

The sister was at hand to recommend a 

Hebrew nurse, the childôs own mother.  

Here was the first part of Moses 

training,ða training at home in the 

true religion, in faith in God, in the 

promises to his nation, in the life of a 

saint,ða training which he never 

forgot, even amid the splendors and 

gilded sin of Pharoahôs court. 

The inspired teachings, teaching about God and Godôs covenant with 

Abraham, that Moses received from his parents while living at home 

flourished in his heart.  Those truths became the foundation that God 

used to frame and build Mosesô godly character.  Thus, the impact that 

the training in the true religion had upon his adult life can be seen in the 

tremendous faith that Moses exhibited.  For Moses certainly did not 

acquire such faith in the true God and His covenant promises from 

Egyptôs heathen priests or from the extensive secular education that he 

had received in Egypt. 

See for yourself, in the following New Testament verses, the quality 

of the faith that the parents of Moses demonstrated, faith which they in 

turn instilled in their son.  You will then understand why Smithôs Bible 

Dictionary boldly stated the previous information.   

Hebrews 11:23-25  (The Amplified Bible.) 

23[Prompted] by faith Moses, after his birth, was kept 

concealed for three months by his parents, because they 

saw how comely the child was; and they were not 

overawed and terrified by the kingôs decree. 

24[Aroused] by faith Moses, when he had grown to 

maturity and become great, refused to be called the son 

of Pharoahôs daughter, 

25Because he preferred to share the oppression [suffer 

the hardships] and bear the shame of the people of God 

rather than to have the fleeting enjoyment of a sinful life.  

In the previous verses, Hebrews 11:24-25, you see the first evidence 

that Moses was a staunch follower of God before his flight from Egypt.  
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You are told in those verses that his faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob was so strong and his character so pure, he chose to be known 

as the son of Israelite slaves rather than be venerated as a member of 

Egyptôs heathen royal family.  He preferred to share the suffering, 

hardships and shame of the people of God rather than enjoy the sinful 

life offered in Pharoahôs court. Yes, I would say that Hebrews     11:24-

25 is adequate proof in itself that Moses was a true follower of God 

before he fled from Egypt. 

As the Bible scholar, Smith, informs you, Moses never forgot the 

religious training that he had received while living at home with his 

Hebrew parents and siblings.  However, the writer of The Book of Acts 

goes a step further.  He teaches you that once Jochebed turned Moses 

over to Pharoahôs daughter, the next phase of his training began.  In the 

following New Testament verses, the writer makes it clear that Moses 

was educated in all the wisdom and culture of the Egyptians. 

Acts 7:21-22  (The Amplified Bible.) 

21Then when he was exposed [to perish], the daughter 

of Pharoah rescued him and took him and reared him as 

her own son. 

22So Moses was educated in all the wisdom and 

culture of the Egyptians, and he was mighty (powerful) 

in his speech and deeds. 

Notice, the writer informs us in verse twenty-two that Moses was 

mighty in word and deed.  This does not sound like a man who had a 

speech impediment as we have been led to believe by many Bible 

scholars and preachers.  Keep this truth in mind, for I will be mentioning 

it again in a later chapter. 

After these brief inferences to his religious and secular education, the 

Scriptures remain silent for many years regarding the life of Moses.  It 

was not until Moses was forty years old that he is again mentioned.  Yet, 

the next recorded phase of his life confirms the fact that, contrary to 

popular belief, Moses was a faithful follower of God and knew he 

was the deliverer, even before he fled for his life from the face of 

Pharoah.  Let us begin to study the first of two Scripture texts which 

together reveal that truth. 

Exodus 2:11-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

11One day, after Moses was grown, it happened that he 

went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens; 

and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 

[Mosesô] brethren. 
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12He looked this way and that way, and when he saw no 

one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

13He went out the second day and saw two Hebrew men 

quarreling and fighting; and he said to  the unjust 

aggressor, Why are you striking your comrade? 

14And the man said, Who made you a prince and a 

judge over us?  Do you intend to kill me as you killed 

the Egyptian?  Then Moses was afraid and thought, 

Surely this thing is known. 

15When Pharoah heard of it, he sought to slay Moses.  

But Moses fled from Pharoahôs presence and took refuge 

in the land of Midian, where he sat down by a well. 

To gain more insight into this matter, we must again look to The 

Book of Acts.  There you will see that Moses was indeed keenly aware 

that he was the God-ordained deliverer of his people before he fled from 

Pharoahôs presence.  We will read the following verses from the Holy 

Bible, since in this case, the King James translators use wording that is 

right to the point and easily understood. 

Acts 7:22-29  (King James Version.) 

22And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 

Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 

23And when he was full forty years old, it came into his 

heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 

24And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended 

him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the 

Egyptian: 

25For he supposed his brethren would have 

understood how that God by his hand would deliver 

them: but they understood not. 

Contrary to the popular belief that Moses first learned he was the 

deliverer during the episode of the burning bush, we see in verse  twenty-

five that Moses was a follower of God and knew he was the deliverer 

even before he fled from Pharoahôs death sentence.  Verse twenty-five 

also lets us know that Moses was himself so convinced that he was the 

deliverer, he automatically assumed that every other Israelite recognized 

his divine appointment.  ñFor he supposed his brethren would have 

understood how that God by his hand would deliver themé.ò 
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Keep in mind the previous truths that you have learned as I now 

carefully piece together for you the information contained in the last two 

texts, Exodus 2:11-15 and Acts 7:22-29.  To aid you, I will insert 

additional Biblical insight whenever necessary. 

God had given certain assurances to Abraham.  God had promised 

him that after a specific period of time He would deliver the Israelites out 

of the bondage of Egypt and fulfill His covenant by bringing them back 

to the Promised Land.  Since Moses was the vessel God planned to use to 

accomplish that phase of the Abrahamic covenant, he had to be fully 

equipped for his future task.  Consequently, Moses received his religious 

training at home with his family and his secular education later while in 

the care of his adoptive mother, Pharoahôs daughter. 

Moses could have chosen to remain in the comfort, security and 

splendor of Pharoahôs palace.  Instead, he chose to retain his lowly 

Hebrew heritage and to fulfill the call that the Lord had placed on his 

life.  Thus, when Moses reached the age of forty, he decided to 

thoroughly investigate the plight of his people and to assure them that 

Godôs deliverance would soon come at his hand. 

While Moses was surveying the Israelitesô situation, he spied an 

Egyptian brutally beating one of his brethren.  Moses foolishly took 

things into his own hands.  He carefully looked around, and when he saw 

that no one was in sight, he killed that abusive Egyptian.  Thus, in the 

heat of the moment, Moses in ignorance ran ahead of Godôs schedule and 

planning.  The Biblical fact is, on the one hand, Moses was right on 

target when it came to realizing his own lifeôs mission.  On the other 

hand, his timing was off and his method was wrong. 

As you know, God had foretold that Abrahamôs descendants would 

be afflicted and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred years.  He also 

promised that at the end of four hundred years he would bring judgment 

on the nation of Egypt and afterward cause his people to come out.  The 

problem was that the Israelites had not yet lived in Egypt for four 

hundred years.  Moreover, God had not yet poured out upon the Egyptian 

nation the foretold judgment after which He promised to deliver His 

people.  Consequently, if Moses had delivered the Israelites from Egypt 

at that specific time, Godôs Biblical prophecy would not have come to 

pass in all its fullness. 

Now you might say, ñBut how can I be sure that the Israelites had 

not been afflicted and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred years at the 

time Moses killed the Egyptian?ò  Well, my friend, a simple computation 

bears out that fact and proves that my calculation is accurate.  So using 

the following verses, let me share with you how, with Godôs help, I 

managed to come up with the correct figure. 
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Exodus 12:40-41  (The Amplified Bible.) 

40Now the time the Israelites dwelt in Egypt was 430 

years. 

41At the end of the 430 years, even that very day, all 

the hosts of the Lord went out of Egypt. 

Here is a simple mathematical problem that will give you the exact 

number of years the Israelites had lived in Egypt at the time Moses went 

to visit his brethren on the particular occasion in question.  After fleeing 

from Egypt, Moses spent forty years in the land of Midian before 

returning to Egypt.  Subtract forty years from four hundred and thirty 

years to the day that the Israelites dwelt in Egypt and you are left with 

three hundred and ninety years.  Three hundred and ninety years is ten 

years shy of the prophesied four hundred years.  As I said earlier, Mosesô 

timing was off.  He was truly the deliverer whom God intended to use to 

establish His covenant, but he sought to deliver the Israelites ten years 

too soon. 

I also stated that his method was wrong.  Moses sought to deliver 

Godôs people his way (that is, single-handedly, using brute force), rather 

than Godôs way.  That fact reveals that though Moses knew he was the 

deliverer, God had not yet briefed him on the strategy He would use to 

defeat the Egyptians nor the miraculous role that Moses would play in 

His overall rescue plan. 

Another important point to remember is that when Moses visited his 

Israelite brethren, he fully expected them to recognize him as the one 

whom God had raised up to deliver them from bondage.  Acts 7:25 in the 

King James translation clearly states, ñFor he supposed his brethren 

would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: 

but they understood not.ò 

Imagine the shock, disappointment and bewilderment Moses must 

have experienced upon realizing that the Israelites did not comprehend 

that he was the one through whom God would fulfill His promise to 

Abraham and deliver them from the bondage of Egypt.  Moses had left 

Pharoahôs palace, turning his back on a life of ease, in order to obey 

Godôs call upon his life (that is, in order to help God fulfill His promise 

to Abraham and rescue his brethren from harsh slavery).  Yet, instead of 

his brethren joyfully accepting him, appreciating his sacrifices and 

embracing his holy cause, they totally distrusted and rejected him.  The 

following verses taken from the King James translation of the Bible 

provide a glimpse of the utter rejection Moses experienced. 
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Acts 7:25-29  (King James Version.) 

25For he supposed his brethren would have understood 

how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they 

understood not. 

I included verse twenty-five because I wanted to make you aware 

that the Israelites had already rejected Moses as the deliverer before the 

next recorded incident took place.  That fact is extremely important.  It is 

important because it sheds light on the behavior of the man that Moses 

confronted in the next verses.  The response of the abusive Israelite was 

more than the result of anger over a personal dispute.  Rather, the man 

simply used that already explosive situation to verbally express his 

mistrust of Moses and his absolute rejection of him as the deliverer. 

26And the next day he shewed himself unto them as they 

strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, 

Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? 

27But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him 

away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over 

us? 

28Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian 

yesterday? 

29Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in 

the land of Midian, where he begat two sons. 

The fact that the man ñthrust him awayò showed the Israelitesô 

absolute rejection of Moses.  The manôs words, ñwho made thee a ruler 

and a judge over us?ò showed the Israelitesô rejection of Moses as the 

God-ordained spiritual leader and deliverer of the Israelites.  And finally, 

the manôs words, ñwilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian 

yesterday?ò showed the Israelitesô mistrust of Moses. 

As a follower of God with an awareness that He was the deliverer, 

Moses had expected the Israelites to open to him their hearts and their 

arms.  But instead, they thrust him from them in total rejection.  That one 

man, in his anger, simply verbalized the feelings of his Israelite brethren 

as a whole.  To them, Moses was just another Egyptian, and they did not 

like him, believe him or trust him. 

 

One cannot help but feel compassion for Moses.  He ended up 

fleeing from Egypt like an escaped criminal.  But I am sure the loss of 

his princely position, the death sentence that Pharoah had pronounced 

upon him and even the exile that lay ahead of him did not compare with 
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the inner pain and hurt that he was at that moment experiencing as a 

result of the ingratitude, hatred and total rejection of his kinsman. 

Weary and brokenhearted, Moses ended up in the land of Midian.  

Nevertheless, at the appropriate time, Moses would accomplish Godôs 

plan for his life.  He would eventually do what God had raised him up to 

do.  Moses would help God fulfill His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  Yes, he would be the instrument God would use to deliver the 

children of Israel from the bondage of Egypt. 

Now you know the answer to the question, ñWas The Deliverer, 

Moses, A Follower Of God Before He Fled From Egypt?ò  You have 

seen that Moses was not only a devoted follower of God before he 

fled from Egypt but that he was also fully aware that he was the long 

awaited God-ordained deliverer. 
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Chapter 6 

 

WHY DID GOD DELIVER 

THE JEWS FROM EGYPT? 

WHAT WAS THE DELIVERER,  

MOSES, REALLY LIKE? 

 
During the series, I have carefully plotted out the course.  Therefore, 

you probably realize that like everything else concerning Godôs dealings 

with the Israelites, the answer to the question, ñWhy Did God Deliver 

The Jews From Egypt?ò is closely related to Godôs covenant with 

Abraham and His assurances to him.  So, I am sure that it will come as 

no surprise to you to learn that even the Hebrewsô liberation from Egypt 

was a direct result of Godôs promise to Abraham. 

In this chapter, you will receive Biblical proof that God came to the 

Israelitesô rescue in order to keep His promise to His friend.  The Lord 

was compelled to deliver them because of His obligation to Abraham.  

For as you now know, He could not break covenant. To remind you of 

the seriousness of Godôs pledge to Abraham, I will repeat the definition 

of the word ñcovenantò taken from The American Heritage Dictionary, 

Second College Edition.  

A binding agreement made by two or 

more persons or parties: compacté.A 

formal sealed agreement or contract.  To 

promise by a covenanté.To enter into a 

covenant; contracté. 

It is a known Biblical fact that the Israelites were in bondage in 

Egypt for generations.  Yet, we see in the following verses that, at a 

particular time in history, God suddenly became actively concerned 

about their plight. 

Exodus 2:23  (The Amplified Bible.) 

23However, after a long time [nearly forty years] the 

king of Egypt died; and the Israelites were sighing and 

groaning because of the bondage.  They kept crying, and 

their cry because of slavery ascended to God. 

Verse twenty-three clearly states that the Israelitesô cry ascended to 

God because of slavery.  But why after four hundred years of cruel 
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treatment by the Egyptians did the Israelitesô prayers suddenly have such 

power with God?  Why had God not heard their cries for help prior to 

that time?  We will find our answers in one of the texts that we studied 

earlier in the series.  The text I am referring to is Genesis 15:13, 14, 16.  

There God told Abraham that his descendants would be afflicted 

and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred years.  

Genesis 15:13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13And [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your 

descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary 

residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and they 

will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed 

for 400 years. 

Once again, God had to fulfill His word to Abraham.  However, in 

order for God to keep His word to Abraham, certain things had to take 

place first. 

(1)  These people must be Abrahamôs descendants through the line of 

Isaac and Jacob. 

(2)  They must be slaves in Egypt. 

(3)  They must be afflicted and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred 

years. 

In verse fourteen, God goes on to assure Abraham that when those 

four hundred years of oppression were accomplished, He would punish 

the nation of Egypt for their mistreatment of His people, deliver the 

Israelites from bondage and bring them out of Egypt with great wealth. 

14But I will bring judgment on that nation whom they 

will serve, and afterward they will come out with great 

possessions. 

In the first sentence of the following verse, verse sixteen, God goes 

on to promise Abraham that at a certain point in time, the Israelites 

would return to Canaan, the Promised Land. 

16And in the fourth generation they [your 

descendants] shall come back here [to Canaan] 

again.... 

In one of the texts that you read earlier, Exodus 2:23, the end of the 

previously predicted four hundred years of affliction and oppression was 

close at hand.  The stage was set.  Everything was ready.  Godôs word to 

this point had been fulfilled to the letter.  Hence, since their request 

would now help Him fulfill His purpose and keep His promise to 
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Abraham, God was finally ready to hear and answer His peopleôs cries 

for assistance.  Thus, we see that the reason why the Israelitesô 

prayers suddenly had power with God was simply because the 

timing was right to fulfill Godôs covenant with Abraham.  On that 

note, let us again consider the contents of Exodus 2:23, then afterwards, 

we will continue reading through verse twenty-five. 

Exodus 2:23-25  (The Amplified Bible.) 

23However, after a long time [nearly forty years] the 

king of Egypt died; and the Israelites were sighing and 

groaning because of the bondage.  They kept crying, and 

their cry because of slavery ascended to God. 

In the next verse, verse twenty-four, you will clearly see why ñtheir 

cry because of slavery ascended to Godò and why God heard and 

delivered them.  So pay careful attention to every word.   

24And God heard their sighing and groaning and 

[earnestly] remembered His covenant with Abraham, 

with Isaac and with Jacob. 

What does verse twenty-four say that God remembered?  It says 

God ñremembered His covenant.ò  Thus, we clearly see that the reason 

why God heard the Israelitesô cries for assistance at that particular time 

in history and took action to deliver them was because He had made 

certain promises and assurances to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Those 

promises not only had to be kept but they had to be carried out exactly as 

God had foretold.  Consequently, timing was crucial.  

Since the foretold four hundred years of affliction and oppression 

were almost accomplished, God had to get these people who were now 

His people out of Egypt and back to the land that He had told Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob they would possess forever.  For, at this time, they were 

certainly not there, were they?  Thus, God became concerned and made 

haste to keep His promise.  He became concerned because, as you now 

know, He had to work within the time frame that He Himself had 

previously laid out in His own word.  

25God saw the Israelites and took knowledge of them 

and concerned Himself about them [knowing all, 

understanding, remembering all]. 

Now you know why the cries of the Israelite slaves ascended to God.  

You also know why God heard their cries and became concerned over 

their pathetic plight at that particular time in history.  ñRemembering 

all,ò God set out to ensure that His promise to Abraham was kept and 
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that His plans for their deliverance adhered to His previously foretold 

time schedule. 

The Israelitesô prayers were heard, and they were delivered but not 

because they were better or more superior than any other people of that 

period.  How could the Israelites have been better or more superior than 

others when they were mere slaves.  No!  Rather, their deliverance rested 

solely upon Godôs promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

God had made many promises to their forefathers.  For example, in 

Genesis 17:7, God promised Abraham that He would be the God of his 

posterity after him.  Plus, in the verses we read earlier, God promised 

that after four hundred years of oppression and affliction, He would 

deliver the Israelites from Egypt and bring them to  the Promised Land.  

So, because of His covenant with Abraham, God was committed to 

get these people, people who cried to Him for help, out of bondage 

and back to the land of Canaan.  Furthermore, as I stated 

previously, He had to accomplish that task within the time frame 

that He Himself had previously laid out in His own word. 

 

Immediately, Godôs plan for rescuing His people from the bondage 

of Egypt began to take shape.  The first item on Godôs deliverance list 

was to make contact with the chosen deliverer himself, Moses.  

It is at this point that the answer to the second question, ñWhat Was 

The Deliverer, Moses, Really Like?ò begins to come into focus.  The 

character of the deliverer, Moses, is so intertwined with the actual 

deliverance of Godôs people that I chose to cover both topics in the same 

chapter.  By doing so, I hope to provide you with a much clearer answer 

to both questions. 

Let us now get back on the subject of Godôs contact with Moses.  We 

can see with hindsight through the following Scripture that God would 

accomplish His plan for the deliverance of His people using the very man 

whom they had already rejected as their ruler and deliverer. 

Acts 7:35  (The Amplified Bible.) 

35It was this very Moses whom they had denied 

(disowned and rejected), saying,  Who made you our 

ruler (referee) and judge? whom God sent to be a ruler 

and deliverer and redeemer, by and with the [protecting 

and helping] hand of the Angel that appeared to him in 

the bramblebush. 
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For God to help Moses overcome the damage to his self-esteem that 

the Israelitesô previous distrust and rejection had inflicted upon him was 

no small task.  It is not uncommon for rejection to severely affect a 

personôs attitude and outlook as it did in the case of Moses.  You will 

soon see Scriptural evidence that the rejection that Moses suffered, 

rejection which we studied about in the previous chapter, so emotionally 

crippled him that he temporarily set aside his God-given call. 

The rejection Moses experienced in Egypt was also partly 

responsible for him remaining in seclusion in the wilderness for forty 

years.  I say partly responsible because we also know that he did flee 

from Pharoahôs death sentence.  However, the fact is that even as an 

eighty-year-old man, Moses still had not recovered from the effects of 

the past rejection that he had experienced before leaving Egypt.  After 

all, as you saw in Acts 7:35, the Israelites had completely disowned him.  

Although Moses still loved God, the Scriptures clearly reveal that his 

experience with total rejection had taken a devastating toll on his life.  

Moses had changed from an extremely zealous, outgoing deliverer who, 

as you learned earlier, was ready to deliver his brethren single-handedly 

to a quiet, withdrawn shepherd who dreaded the very thought of once 

again facing his Israelite brethren. 

God knew that before Moses would be in any kind of shape to help 

Him accomplish His future purpose, He had to help Moses get back on 

his emotional feet.  He knew that Moses needed the type of special care 

and attention that only God in His wisdom could provide.  Thus, since 

Moses was tormented by what he perceived as his own past failures as 

well as his present inadequacies, God set out to gain Mosesô trust and to 

instill in him the confidence he would need to complete his future 

mission.  God did that by first revealing Himself to Moses in a 

spectacular display of power.  Obviously, God hoped that Moses would 

realize that he could do all the future things that were required of him 

through the all powerful Lord who strengthened himðthus, the 

miraculous episode of the burning bush. 

Exodus 3:1-18  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1NOW MOSES kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, 

the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the back or 

west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb or Sinai, 

the mountain of God. 

2The Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of 

fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and 

behold, the bush burned with fire, yet was not consumed. 

3And Moses said, I will now turn aside and see this 

great sight, why the bush is not burned. 
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4And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 

God called to him out of the midst of the bush and said, 

Moses, Moses!  And he said, Here am I. 

After Moses had obeyed Godôs instruction and removed his shoes, 

the Lord identified Himself as the God of his forefathers.  God then 

proceeded to tell Moses how He had heard the cries of the Israelites and 

had personally come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 

Egyptians and bring them back to Canaan as He had promised He would. 

5God said, Do not come near; put your shoes off your 

feet, for the place on which you stand is holy ground. 

6Also He said, I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  And 

Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

7And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of 

My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry 

because of their task-masters and oppressors; for I know 

their sorrows and sufferings and trials. 

8And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand 

and power of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 

that land to a land good and large, a land flowing with 

milk and honey [a land of plenty]ðto the place of the 

Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the 

Hivite, and the Jebusite. 

At first glance, one might not notice the marvelous insight contained 

in the previous verses.  One might fail to recognize that Godôs words and 

the method He used to present them reveal a glimpse of His great 

patience, compassion and wisdom. 

Let me explain:  Forty years prior to the episode of the burning bush, 

God had witnessed the Israelitesô refusal to accept Moses as their ruler 

and their deliverer.  He knew that Moses was suffering from a severe 

case of rejection and low self-esteem which at that moment rendered him 

emotionally impotent.  Therefore, God was aware that the very last thing 

Moses needed was to feel that the success or failure of the mission, plus 

the acceptance or rejection of the Israelites, depended solely on his 

performance.  Thus, in His mercy, God told Moses, ñéI have come 

down to deliver them out of the hand and power of the Egyptians and to 

bring them up out of that land to a land good and large, a land flowing 

with milk and honey....ò 

In His compassion for Moses and His great wisdom the Lord 

skillfully stated that the full responsibility for the mission rested with 

Him alone.  He was the real deliverer.  Moses was simply the chosen 
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instrument through whom God would carry out His miraculous plan.  

God said, ñI have come down to deliver them out of the hand and 

power of the Egyptians.ò 

Only after God had assured Moses that he (Moses) was not 

accountable for the outcome of the mission did He then gently break the 

news to Moses that he (Moses) must go back to Egypt.  I say God gently 

broke the news to Moses because of the way God put His plan to him in 

the following verses.  First, He reminded Moses of the suffering of his 

brethren.  Then, He reasoned with him. 

9Now behold, the cry of the Israelites has come to Me, 

and I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 

10Come now therefore, and I will send you to Pharoah, 

that you may bring forth My people, the Israelites, out of 

Egypt.  

In the next verses, verses eleven and twelve, we see a classic 

response of a person suffering from rejection and low self-esteem.  

Moses responded negatively.  To put it bluntly, he told God that He had 

chosen the wrong man for the job.  Moses insisted that he was not 

capable of accomplishing such a task.  But God knew better.  God knew 

that Moses was simply dealing with a bad case of inferiority and 

insecurity.  He knew that Moses had voiced those words while in a state 

of self-depreciation.  So God in His wisdom offered moral support.  God 

promised Moses that He would not leave him alone.  God would be with 

him.  They would complete the mission together. 

11And Moses said to God, Who am I, that I should go 

to Pharoah and bring the Israelites out of Egypt? 
12God said, I will surely be with you; and this shall be 

the sign to you that I have sent you:  when you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on 

this mountain [Horeb, or Sinai]. 

In verse twelve, the Creator, with His supreme understanding of 

human behavioral characteristics, not only offered Moses a sign, but the 

sign He offered was itself a vote of confidence.  The sign showed Moses 

that God was so confident that together they could and would complete 

the mission that He put His own reputation on the line by predicting the 

victorious outcome. 

Remember, I shared with you earlier that it was no small task for 

God to help Moses rid himself of the emotional baggage he had carried 

with him out of Egypt?  Well, in a moment, you will see that as soon as 

God relieved one of Mosesô fears another pessimistic or skeptical foe 

immediately popped up.  However, as you have seen and will see,      
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one-by-one, God quickly whipped those doubting foes into submission 

by offering positive solutions to Mosesô problems.  See what I mean in 

the next verses. 

13And Moses said to God, Behold, when I come to the 

Israelites and say to them, The God of your father has 

sent me to you, and they say to me, What is His name?  

What shall I say to them? 
14And God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM and WHAT 

I AM, and I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE; and He said, 

You shall say this to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to 

you! 

Verses fifteen through twenty-two are filled with Godôs instructions 

and assurances to Moses.  However, in verses sixteen through eighteen, 

God comforts Moses by advising him on how he should approach the 

elders of Israel.  Also, God informs Moses that this time the elders 

would believe him and would obey his voice. 

16Go, gather the elders of Israel together [the mature 

teachers and tribal leaders], and say to them, The Lord 

God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 

of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, I have surely visited 

you and seen that which is done to you in Egypt; 

17And I have declared that I will bring you up out of the 

affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite, the 

Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 

Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey. 

18And [the elders] shall believe and obey your voice; 
and you shall go, you and the elders of Israel, to the king 

of Egypt and you shall say to him, The Lord, the God of 

the Hebrews, has met with us; and now let us go, we 

beseech you, three daysô journey into the wilderness, 

that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. 

Despite Godôs comfort and assurances, Moses again responded with 

negativity.  He would not let go of his past hurt.  He could not yet deal 

with the thought of subjecting himself to more of the same rejection. 

Put yourself in Mosesô shoes.  Moses had expected the Israelites to 

accept him and follow him the first time.  Yet, when he had tried to help 

them, they refused to even listen to him.  They had neither believed nor 

obeyed him.  They cast him away, totally disowning him.  Moses had 

fled Egypt a lonely, broken man, disowned by his own people and 

disowned and hunted by the Egyptians.  Thus, in the following verse, it is 

Mosesô past rejection that again speaks out. 
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Exodus 4:1  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1AND MOSES answered, But behold, they will not 

believe me or listen to and obey my voice; for they will 

say, The Lord has not appeared to you. 

For the third time, God offered Moses comfort and moral support in 

word and deed.  He again tried to build up Mosesô confidence.  He 

sought to stir up Mosesô trust and faith in Him (God) by performing 

more incredible miracles.  We see in verses two through nine how God 

turned Mosesô rod into a serpent and then back into a rod.  He even made 

Mosesô hand leprous and then healed it.  Plus, God assured Moses that 

when he got to Egypt, He would make water turn to blood on dry land.  

Yet, all this still did not pull Moses out of his state of self-depreciation.  

Moses continued to emotionally beat himself to a pulp. 

Moses even expressed doubt in his own ability to verbally 

communicate.  Here we have an extremely educated man of his day, a 

man whom Acts 7:22 informs us was mighty in speech and in deeds, 

trying to convince God that he is not articulate enough to be his 

spokesperson. 

According to Strongôs Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, in the 

Greek language, this particular word ñmightyò in Acts 7:22 means 

powerful or capable.  Yet, in an effort to belittle his own God-given 

capabilities and oratory skills, Moses actually inferred that he was slow 

of speech.  According to the previous source, by using the term ñslowò in 

the derogative way Moses used it, he was as much as implying that he 

was stupid regarding verbal communication skills. 

Oh, the mercy and compassion that God expressed toward Moses 

that day when, for the fourth time, God comforted him, extending moral 

support not only in immediate word but also in promised deed.  For, the 

Lord promised that He would teach Moses what to say and how to say it. 

Exodus 4:10-20  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10And Moses said to the Lord, O Lord, I am not 

eloquent or a man of words, neither before nor since 

You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of 

speech and have a heavy and awkward tongue. 

11And the Lord said to him, Who has made manôs 

mouth? Or who makes the dumb, or the deaf, or the 

seeing, or the blind?  Is it not I, the Lord? 

12Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and 

will teach you what you shall say. 
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To this point, the Lord had exhibited extreme patience and 

longsuffering toward Moses.  God needed Moses to help Him keep His 

promise to Abraham.  So, for that reason, God had bent over backwards 

to help him.  God had worked to build up Mosesô confidence, shown him 

great miracles, relieved his unnecessary fears and anxieties and made 

him specific promises.  However, when, after all this extraordinary 

divine help, Moses still insisted that he was not capable of such a task 

and that God should get someone else to do the job, God became furious.  

Yet, who could blame God for feeling angry under such circumstances.  

Read for yourself what happened in the following verses. 

13And he said, Oh, my Lord, I pray You, send by the 

hand of [some other] whom You will [send]. 

14Then the anger of the Lord blazed against Moses .... 

My friend, the character trait that Moses exhibited in this instance 

was not humility as some would have you believe.  No!  True humility 

does not express itself in an unwillingness to trust and obey God.  True 

humility would not infer that the all knowing, all wise God was mistaken 

in His judgment or that He had made a bad or foolish choice.  Mary, the 

mother of Yeshua, exhibited true humility when in Luke 1:38 she said, 

ñéBehold, I am the handmaiden of the Lord; let it be done to me 

according to what you have saidé.ò 

No!  Moses did not demonstrate true humility in this instance.  

Rather, he exhibited a lack of faith and trust in Godôs ability to choose 

the correct instrument to help Him accomplish His plan.  The result of 

Mosesô continued self-depreciation had brought him close to the point of 

sin. 

There is a footnote for Exodus 3:11 in The Amplified Bible.  In that 

footnote is evidence that the Bible scholar F. B. Meyer caught a glimpse 

of what you have been given in great detail in this portion of the series.  I 

think you will find that footnote interesting.   

There was something more than 

humility here; there was a tone of self-

depreciation which was inconsistent 

with a true faith in Godôs selection 

and appointment.  Surely it is Godôs 

business to choose His special 

instruments; and when we are 

persuaded that we are in the line of 

His purpose, we have no right to 

question the wisdom of His 

appointment.  To do so is to 

depreciate His wisdom or to doubt 
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His power and willingness to be come 

all that is necessary to complete our 

need. (F.B. Meyer, Moses, the Servant 

of God). 

After Mosesô last comment, God no longer pampered him.  Rather 

than additional pampering, God saw that Moses needed a firm hand.  Of 

course, God was right.  It is obvious that Moses realized he had gone too 

far, and he stood corrected.  I say this because he did not utter a single 

word after God became angry with him.  From that point on, God did the 

talking, and the gist of His words were these:  Your brother is coming 

out to meet you.  I will tell you what to say, and you will tell him what to 

say; he will speak for you.  Take your rod with you; you will need it to 

do the miracles and all that I have commanded you to do.  Godôs method 

worked; Moses did not argue.  Instead, he went home, got his family and, 

accompanied by God, departed for Egypt. 

14Then the anger of the Lord blazed against Moses; 

He said, Is there not Aaron your brother, the Levite?  I 

know he can speak well.  Also, he is coming out to meet 

you, and when he sees you, he will be overjoyed. 

15You must speak to him and put the words in his 

mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his 

mouth and will teach you what you shall do. 

16He shall speak for you to the people, acting as a 

mouthpiece for you, and you shall be as God to him. 

17And you shall take this rod in your hand with which 

you shall work the signs [that prove I sent you]. 
18And Moses went away and, returning to Jethro his 

father-in-law, said to him, Let me go back, I pray you, to 

my relatives in Egypt to see whether they are still alive.  

And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 

19The Lord said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt; 

for all the men who were seeking your life [for killing 

the Egyptian] are dead. 

20And Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on 

donkeys, and he returned to the land of Egypt; and 

Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 

It is obvious that God was still in the process of molding Mosesô 

character even as he journeyed with him to Egypt.  I say it is obvious 

because in the following verses, we see another glimmer of Mosesô 

character as it was at that time.  Moses had failed to carry out a vital 

command of God.  He had failed to circumcise his own son.  Moses had 
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put the wishes of his wife before the commands of God.  In doing so, 

Moses had sinned.  His disobedience had not only displeased God and 

put the mission in jeopardy, but it had also put his own son in spiritual 

danger.  You will recall that God had warned Abraham in Genesis 17:14 

that any male who is not circumcised would be cut off from his people 

(destroyed), and would not inherit the covenant promises. 

Here was Moses on his way to help God establish His sacred 

Abrahamic covenant when he had not even put the sign of the covenant 

in the flesh of his own son.  Moses deliberately disobeyed God.  

Consequently, God had to show Moses that He would not tolerate such 

sin.  On that occasion, God brought Moses about as close to death as one 

can get without actually dying.  Moreover, God would have actually 

killed him had Moses not repented.  As a result of his sin, Moses became 

so ill that his wife had to perform their sonôs circumcision for him. 

I think you should read about that incident for yourself, so that you 

too will understand the importance of your own obedience to Godôs 

commands.  Also, you need to be aware of what the man, Moses, was 

really like before God reshaped his character.  Why?  Because, 

understanding what he was like before and after will give you a new 

respect for the man, Moses.  It will also make you appreciate God even 

more knowing how He patiently worked with Moses and what He went 

through with Moses in order to keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. 

Exodus 4:24-26  (The Amplified Bible.) 

24Along the way at a [resting-] place, the Lord met 

[Moses] and sought to kill him [made him acutely and 

almost fatally ill]. 
25[Now apparently he had failed to circumcise one of 

his sons, his wife being opposed to it; but seeing his life 

in such danger] Zipporah took a flint knife and cut off 

the foreskin of her son and cast it to touch [Mosesô] feet, 

and said, Surely a husband of blood you are to me! 

26When He let [Moses] alone [to recover], Zipporah 

said, a husband of blood are you because of the 

circumcision. 

The Amplified Bible provides a footnote for the previous verse, verse 

twenty-five.  As you read it, notice that the words of the Bible scholars 

mentioned confirm what I am teaching. 

He who is on his way to liberate the 

people of the circumcision has in 

Midian even neglected to circumcise his 
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second son Eliezer (J.P. Lange, A 

Commentary).  It was necessary that at 

this stage of Mosesô experience he 

should learn that God is in earnest when 

He speaks, and will assuredly perform 

all that He has threatened (J.G.Murphy, 

A Commentary on the Book of Exodus). 

Moses recovered from his close call with death.  However, during 

that frightening experience, he had learned a valuable lesson.  He learned 

and would remember that God requires absolute obedience to His 

commands.  Thus, Moses was almost ready to help God fulfill His 

promise to Abraham and to deliver the children of the covenant 

from the bondage of Egypt. 

 

While God had been at work preparing Moses for the great task of 

delivering His people, the Israelites were still in cruel bondage.  They 

had absolutely no idea what God had been doing or was doing behind the 

scenes.  So, since as far as they were concerned, no change had as yet 

taken place, they automatically assumed that God had not heard and 

answered their cries for assistance. 

Viewing the previous overall situation with hindsight is like 

observing a bumblebee in flight.  For example, there are times when the 

bee seems to be literally suspended in air.  To the natural eye, he appears 

to be motionless.  It is only when the bee darts forward that one becomes 

aware that he was in flight the whole time.  One simply could not detect 

his movement. 

So it is with God and His people.  To the Israelitesô natural eye, it 

looked like God was not moving on their behalf.  However, the whole 

time, unbeknown to them, God was moving.  God was actually at work 

preparing the very vessel through whom He intended to keep His 

promises to their forefathers and deliver them from the bondage of 

Egypt.  The problem was, they just could not see what God was doing 

behind the scenes.  It was not until Moses appeared, carrying Godôs 

message of deliverance (the bee darted forward), that the Israelites 

finally realized that God had heard and miraculously answered their 

prayers. 

Furthermore, as God had promised Moses, the Israelites actually 

accepted the fact that God had sent Moses to them.  This time, they not 

only believed Moses, but they were so grateful that God had heard and 

answered them, they even bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord.  

See this for yourself in the next verses.  
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Exodus 4:29-31  (The Amplified Bible.) 

29Moses and Aaron went and gathered together [in 

Egypt] all the elders of the Israelites. 

30Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken 

to Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 

31And the people believed; and when they heard that 

the Lord had visited the Israelites, and that He had 

looked [in compassion] upon their affliction, they bowed 

their heads and worshiped. 

The next chapter, Exodus chapter five, informs you of Pharoahôs 

response during and after Mosesô and Aaronôs first confrontation with 

him.  If you are familiar with that particular story, you will recall how 

Pharoah refused to obey Godôs commands.  He would not let Godôs 

people go into the wilderness to make sacrifice to the Lord their God.  

Pharoah was so rebellious that he punished the Israelites for even asking 

for time off to worship their God. 

That punishment came in the form of a demand.  The demand was 

that the Israelites perform an impossible task.  Pharoah commanded that 

they make bricks without the usual necessary supply of straw.  Although 

Pharoah deprived the Israelites of the straw, he still insisted that their 

daily quota of bricks not be diminished.  Thus, Godôs people were 

scattered throughout all Egypt, forced to gather short stubble instead of 

straw.  Then, when they could not meet their usual tally of bricks 

because of the short supply of straw, the Israelite foremen were brutally 

beaten by their Egyptian taskmasters. 

The foremen took their case to Pharoah, explaining to him how the 

Egyptians were forcing them to make bricks without straw and how they 

were beating them because they could not meet the expected quota.  But, 

since Pharoah was initially responsible for that unfair rule, he showed 

them no mercy.  Instead, he accused them of being lazy and idle.  He 

insisted that the reason they wanted time off to go and make sacrifices to 

their God was because they had too much time on their hands.  Thus, 

Pharoahôs cruel work order remained intact.  There would be no straw 

provided, and the quota would not be lessened one iota. 

So that I can present to you additional information that pertains to 

Mosesô rejection problem, we will read about the incident that happened 

right after the foremenôs previously mentioned appointment with 

Pharoah. 
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Exodus 5:19-23  (The Amplified Bible.) 

19And the Hebrew foremen saw that they were in an evil 

situation when it was said, You shall not diminish in the 

least your full daily quota of bricks. 

Can you imagine what took place when, after leaving Pharoahôs 

presence with the previous distressing judgment weighing heavy on their 

minds, the Hebrew foremen bumped into Moses and Aaron on the road?  

If you imagined the worst, you are right.  The Hebrew foremen railed at 

Moses and Aaron.  The next verses give you an idea of how they 

verbally blamed Moses and Aaron for their present miserable plight 

20And the foremen met Moses and Aaron, who were 

standing in the way as they came forth from Pharoah. 

21And the foremen said to them, The Lord look upon 

you and judge, because you have made us a rotten 

stench to be detested by Pharoah and his servants and 

have put a sword in their hand to slay us. 

How do you think Moses responded to the Israelites latest barrage of 

rejection and blame?  Do you think Moses finally exhibited faith and 

trust in God?  Well, I am afraid he did not.  Would you believe he 

reverted right back to his previous state of doubt and self-depreciation.  

Just as the foremen had wrongfully accused and scolded him, so Moses 

wrongfully accused and scolded God.  He questioned Godôs method and 

motives.  He again questioned Godôs choice.  And in verse twenty-two, 

he as much as said to God, ñI told you so.ò  See this truth for yourself in 

the following verses. 

22Then Moses turned again to the Lord and said, O 

Lord, why have You dealt evil to this people?  Why did 

You ever send me? 

23For since I came to Pharoah to speak in Your name, 

he has done evil to this people, neither have You 

delivered Your people at all.  

At this stage in the game, God could not allow Mosesô attitude to 

interfere with His keeping His solemn pledge to Abraham.  So God 

responded to Mosesô questions and doubts by telling him what He was 

now going to do and why.  He told Moses that He was now ready to deal 

with Pharoah.  He then got down to the heart of the matter, explaining 

once again His reason for being involved in that situation in the first 

place. 

God reminded Moses that He would Himself personally carry 

out His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and consequently 
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establish His covenant with their descendants, the Israelites.  Hence, 

as God had promised their forefathers, He would be their God, He 

would deliver them from the bondage of Egypt, and He would bring 

them to the Promised Land (Canaan).  In the following verses, we 

again see the Biblical answer to the question, ñWhy Did God Deliver 

The Jews From Egypt?ò  We see that God delivered the Jews from 

Egypt in order to keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Exodus 6:2-8  (The Amplified Bible.) 

2And God said to Moses, I am the Lord. 

3I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God 

Almighty [El-Shaddai], but by My name the Lord 

[Yahwehðthe redemptive name of God] I did not make 

Myself known to them [in acts and great miracles]. 

4I have also established My covenant with them to give 

them the land of Canaan, the land of their temporary 

residence in which they were strangers. 

5I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites whom 

the Egyptians have enslaved; and I have [earnestly] 

remembered My covenant [with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob]. 
6Accordingly, say to the Israelites, I am the Lord, and I 

will bring you out from under the burdens of the 

Egyptians, and I will free you from their bondage, and I 

will rescue you with an outstretched arm [with special 

and vigorous action] and by mighty acts of judgment. 

7And I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to 

you a God; and you shall know that it is I, the Lord your 

God, Who brings you out from under the burdens of the 

Egyptians. 

8And I will bring you into the land concerning which I 

lifted up My hand and swore that I would give it to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you for 

a heritage.  I am the Lord [you have the pledge of My 

changeless omnipotence and faithfulness].  

In the previous verses, the Lord Himself answered the question, 

ñWhy Did God Deliver The Jews From Egypt?ò  God explained that He 

did it in order to keep His solemn pledge to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  In those same verses, God also promised certain actions He 

would take in order to keep His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. 

(1)  He would free the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt. 
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(2)  He would rescue them with special and vigorous actions and 

mighty acts of judgment. 

(3) He would be their God. 

(4)  He would deliver them from Egypt and bring them to Canaan 

(the Promised Land).   

God had sworn to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He would do 

all those things, and God wanted the Israelites to know that He was 

about to fulfill His sacred covenant.  However, when Moses relayed 

Godôs last message to the covenant descendants of Abraham, they 

refused to listen to and heed Mosesô voice.  Thus, Moses returned to God 

feeling dejected, disillusioned and disappointed. 

For a moment, let us consider Godôs side of this issue.  God had a 

multitude of problems to deal with, and He was getting no cooperation 

from either the Israelites or Moses.  On the one hand, He had the 

Israelites who wanted instant deliverance.  And, because they had been 

so mistreated by the Egyptians, they had difficulty trusting anyone or 

anything.  On the other hand,  He had Moses with his questionings, his 

accusations, his negativity, his lack of faith and trust in Godôs ability to 

choose the right vessel and make the right decisions and his low         

self-esteem.  Plus, on top of all that, God had the responsibility of 

punishing and conquering the Egyptians and their gods and fulfilling His 

covenant with Abraham in its entirety, including getting these people, 

His people, out of Egypt and back to the Promised Land. 

The last thing God needed was for Moses to start moaning and 

complaining again about his inability to do the job.  Yet that is exactly 

what Moses did.  Instead of giving God a little support and comfort, 

Moses insisted that Godôs plan was not going to work since He had 

chosen an incompetent vessel to carry it out.  Read the next verses for 

yourself and you will see what I mean. 

Exodus 6:9-12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

9Moses told this to the Israelites, but they refused to 

listen to Moses because of their impatience and anguish 

of spirit and because of their cruel bondage. 

10The Lord said to Moses, 

11Go in, tell Pharoah king of Egypt to let the Israelites 

go out of his land. 

12But Moses said to the Lord, Behold [my own people] 

the Israelites have not listened to me; how then shall 

Pharoah give heed to me, who am of deficient and 

impeded speech? 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

93 

From the time Moses came face to face with God, he had failed to 

exhibit the character of humility.  God, on the other hand, had displayed 

great humility throughout their relationship.  For example, even during 

the previously mentioned situation in Exodus 6:9-12, God manifested 

true humility.  It takes a great deal of humility to keep your word to a 

friend (Abraham) at the expense of your own hurt, and that is exactly 

what God did when He disregarded Mosesô last remarks. 

God intended to keep His pledge to Abraham at any cost to 

Himself.  So, since Moses was the key to keeping that promise, God 

humbly ignored Mosesô insulting comments in order to push 

forward His deliverance plan.  In addition to His willingness to 

overlook Mosesô disrespectful statement, God once again changed His 

method of dealing with Moses.  This time, He took Moses into His 

confidence.  God laid out His plans for dealing with Pharoah before him.  

He assured Moses that the battle strategy He was using was absolutely 

necessary since He had to accomplish certain aspects of His plan before 

the Israelites could leave Egypt.  Godôs plan and His reason for carrying 

it out exactly as He did at that point went something like this: 

(1)  Moses would go to Pharoah and present Godôs command. 

(2)  God would harden Pharoahôs heart so that he would not listen to 

Moses. 

(3)  Pharoahôs refusal to obey would leave the way open for God to 

fulf ill the promises He had previously made to Abraham in Genesis 

15:13-14 which included:  ñBut I will bring judgment on that nation 

whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out.éò 

Oh, my friend, do you see the righteousness in what God was doing?  

So that He could keep His word to Abraham, God had to meet His 

previous stipulations in Genesis 15:13-14 exactly as He had stated that 

He would.  Thus, in order to fulfill His word in its entirety, God had to 

punish the Egyptians before the Israelites could leave their land.  

Consequently, He could not provide instant deliverance for His people.  

The bottom line is:  Every single thing God did during that whole 

affair, right down to the order of events, revolved around His 

promises to Abraham. 

As you read the following verses, try to picture God as the Supreme 

Commander relaying His battle strategy to His top general because that 

is exactly what was taking place.  Trained as a prince of Egypt, Moses 

would have completely understood the necessity for wartime strategy.  

He would have recognized that Godôs plan was uncompromisingly 

righteous and extremely wise.  And last but not least, he would have 

realized the need for him to align himself with Godôs plan, since under 
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the given circumstances, Godôs way was the best and only way to handle 

that situation. 

Exodus 7:1-6  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THE LORD said to Moses, Behold, I make you as God 

to Pharoah [to declare My will and purpose to him]; 

and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet. 

2You shall speak all that I command you, and Aaron 

your brother shall tell Pharoah to let the Israelites go 

out of his land. 

3And I will make Pharoahôs heart stubborn and hard, 

and multiply My signs, My wonders, and miracles in the 

land of Egypt. 

4But Pharoah will not listen to you, and I will lay My 

hand upon Egypt and bring forth My hosts, My people 

the Israelites, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of 

judgment. 

5The Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord when I 

stretch forth My hand upon Egypt and bring out the 

Israelites from among them. 

6And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord commanded 

them. 

Obviously, Godôs last approach in dealing with Mosesô problems 

worked.  Moses fell right in line with Godôs orders.  His attitude changed 

completely.  Suddenly, his faith rose up, crowding out all previous 

doubts and fears.  Thus, Moses, Godôs mighty general, went forth with 

the Lord to punish and conquer Israelôs foes (the Egyptians and their 

false gods) and consequently, to bring about Godôs promises to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

Godôs patience, humility, faithfulness and righteousness had finally 

paid off.  Sometimes, we tend to overlook the fact that God, not Moses, 

was the real hero in the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt.  The 

Lord underwent much pain to keep His sacred promise to Abraham.  

Godôs willingness to endure severe difficulties in order to painstakingly 

prepare Moses and use him to bring the Israelites out of the bondage of 

Egypt and back to the Land of Promise stands as a monument to His 

holy, faithful character. 

By the time God got through refining Mosesô life, God had gained a 

truly faithful, loyal friend.  God had taken a life that had been 

emotionally broken into many pieces and when He had finished putting 

all the pieces back together again, Moses was spiritually stronger than he 
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had ever been.  Self-depreciation turned into true humility.  Doubt and 

skepticism turned into faith.  Fear turned into courage and boldness.  

Furthermore, to this very day, the whole world knows that God truly 

did make a wise choice when He picked Moses to help Him keep His 

promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

As the Lord had commanded, the now courageous prophet of God, 

Moses, and his brother, Aaron, confronted Pharoah for the second time.  

With Mosesô help, God would deliver the Israelites from the bondage 

of Egypt and bring them back to the land of Canaan so that His 

sacred covenant with Abraham would be fulfilled. 

 

After all your years of searching, Christian, you finally 

understand why God delivered the Jews from Egypt.  Never again 

will you have to wonder why God miraculously rescued the Hebrew 

children from Pharoahôs oppression.  For, you now know beyond 

doubt that God delivered the Jews in order to keep His covenant 

with His righteous friend, Abraham. 

You also received insight into what the deliverer, Moses, was 

really like.  The knowledge you gained should have given you new 

respect for the man, Moses.  For, you are now aware that he had to 

overcome many character flaws in order to become the mighty vessel 

of God whom Godôs people today greatly admire and look up to. 

Most of all, you have been given deeper insight into the holy 

character of God.  Surely our God is to be praised.  We have 

overwhelming proof that He is faithful.  His word is to be trusted.  

Blessed be the Lord our God, for He delivered the Israelites out of 

the bondage of Egypt exactly as He promised Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob that He would. 
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WHAT WAS GODôS  

PURPOSE FOR TRANSFORMING 

AARONôS ROD INTO A SERPENT? 

 
In chapter four, we studied in detail every miracle and mighty act of 

judgment that God performed in Egypt, except one.  The miracle we did 

not cover involved Aaronôs rod changing into a serpent.   

Throughout the years, the miracle of the serpent has continued to 

puzzle the Church.  Whenever Godôs people read the Scripture 

describing that particular phenomenon, numerous questions begin to 

surface.  One of those questions is,  ñWhy did God choose to use a 

serpent in His miracle?ò  Rest assured, the answer to that question, along 

with many other answers to specific queries, will be provided in this 

portion of the series. 

The main reason the miracle in question has remained so open to 

controversy is because most people feel uncomfortable with the idea that 

God even used a serpent in His miracle at all.  These people experience 

discomfort because, with good reason, they associate the serpent with 

Satan. 

On more than one occasion, the Scriptures depict Satan as a serpent.  

For example, in Genesis 3:1, the Scriptures reveal that while in the form 

of a serpent, Satan tempted Eve.  Consequently, mankind fell into sin.  

Then, of course, there is the well-known verse in Revelation in which 

Satan is actually identified as ñthat old serpent.ò  Since I quoted from 

the Holy Bible, King James Version, let us read the last reference from 

that translation. 

Revelation 12:9  (King James Version.) 

9And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 

called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 

world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 

were cast out with him. 

Yeshua was aware that men associated the serpent with Satan.  He 

knew the sacred Scriptures.  It was because of His absolute knowledge of 

the Scriptures that in Matthew 23:33 He referred to the wicked religious 

leaders of His day as ñYou serpents!  You spawn of Vipers!ò  Yeshua 
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attributed those titles of Satan to Israelôs religious leaders because, at that 

time, they were exhibiting the wicked character of Satan. 

However, the opposite side of the coin is quite different.  There are 

passages of Scripture in which the term ñserpentò denotes specific 

characteristics that Godôs people are encouraged to acquire.  For 

instance, in Matthew 10:16, Yeshua instructed His own disciples to be 

wise as serpents.  Other Scriptures, such as Isaiah 14:29, refer to 

righteous men as serpents.  In that particular text, Godôs Word alluded to 

Israelôs righteous King Hezakiah as a serpent. 

In verses such as Deuteronomy 32:24, God warns His own people 

that if they sin, He will send serpents to punish them.  The book of 

Numbers provides us with an actual instance when the Israelites did sin, 

and God did send the promised fiery serpents among them.  However, 

under Godôs instructions, Moses erected a serpent made of bronze, and 

that bronze serpent was used by God as an instrument of healing for 

those who had sinned.  See this happening for yourself in the subsequent 

verses. 

Numbers 21:6-9  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6Then the Lord sent fiery (burning) serpents among 

the people; and they bit the people, and many Israelites 

died. 

7And the people came to Moses, and said, We have 

sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against 

you; pray to the Lord, that He may take away the 

serpents from us.  So Moses prayed for the people. 

8And the Lord said to Moses, Make a fiery serpent [of 

bronze] and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten, 

when he looks at it, shall live. 

9And Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it on a 

pole, and if a serpent had bitten any man, when he 

looked to the serpent of bronze [attentively, expectantly, 

with a steady and absorbing gaze], he lived. 

You will recall that Yeshua compared His own crucifixion to the 

previous serpent episode.  His exact words are written in the following 

verses. 

John 3:14-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert 

[on a pole], so must [so it is necessary that] the Son of 

Man be lifted up [on the cross], 
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15In order that everyone who believes in Him [who 

cleaves to Him, trusts Him, and relies on Him] may not 

perish, but have eternal life and [actually] live forever! 

By now, it should be clear to you that in Godôs Word the serpent 

signifies both good and evil.  It represents both the righteous and the 

unrighteous.  The serpent is used on the one hand to punish and to inflict 

pain and death and on the other hand, symbolically, to provide physical 

and spiritual healing and life.  The bottom line is that the serpent, like 

every other creature, was created by God Almighty.  Therefore, God has 

and will continue to use the serpent in whatever capacity He sees fit. 

Hopefully, the information I just presented will have helped to 

remove any reservations you may have had concerning Godôs use of a 

serpent in the miracle in Pharaohôs court.  I guarantee you that once you 

learn Godôs purpose for employing the serpent in His miracle, you will 

see the incredible wisdom of His choice 

 

There is another facet of Mosesô miracle that arouses curiosity in 

most Christians.  Since Moses performed a supernatural miracle of God, 

Christians wonder how the magicians of Egypt were able to duplicate it?  

Who or what was their source of power? 

Some Christians are of the opinion that Pharoahôs magicians had no 

power source.  They feel that they simply practiced deceptive illusions.  

If that had been the case, I am afraid Aaronôs rod would have had a 

difficult time swallowing those illusions.  No!  I think we need to lay 

aside menôs assumptions and opinions and instead, stick strictly to 

Biblical facts.  Otherwise, we may get caught up in the ridiculous. 

Scriptural evidence indicates that the magicians could certainly have 

performed duplicate miracles by Satanôs power.  However, as we 

investigate that avenue, it is important to keep in mind that Satanôs 

power is limited.  Only with Godôs permission is Satan allowed to use 

miraculous power.  For example, the Lord allowed Satan to perform 

numerous miracles during righteous Jobôs ordeal. 

For  a  moment,  let us consider  a  few of those supernatural feats  

that  Satan executed.  In  Job 1:16,  Satan caused fire to fall from heaven.  

That fire burned  up Jobôs sheep.  Then in Job 1:18-19, Satan 

miraculously conjured up a whirlwind which killed all Jobôs sons and 

daughters.  And let us not forget how, in Job 2:7, Satan caused painful 

boils to break out all over Jobôs body. 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

99 

My friend, there is no denying that when it suits Godôs purpose, 

Satan is indeed capable of performing miracles.  The book of Revelation 

even furnishes us with a preview of his future miraculous escapades.  In 

Revelation 12:9, you saw that the dragon is ñéthat old serpent, called 

the devil and Satané.ò  Keeping that fact in mind, let us checkout what 

Godôs Word tells us about the devil and the awesome power he will one 

day be allowed to bestow upon some of his followers. 

Revelation 13:1-4  (The Amplified Bible) 

1[AS] I stood on the sandy beach, I saw a beast coming 

up out of the sea with ten horns and seven heads.  On his 

horns he had ten royal crowns (diadems) and 

blasphemous titles (names) on his heads. 

2And the beast that I saw resembled a leopard, but his 

feet were like those of a bear and his mouth was like that 

of a lion.  And to him the dragon gave his [own] might 

and power and his [own] throne and great dominion. 

3And one of his heads seemed to have a deadly wound.  

But his death stroke was healed; and the whole earth 

went after the beast in amazement and admiration. 

4They fell down and paid homage to the dragon, 

because he had bestowed on the beast all his dominion 

and authority; they also praised and worshiped the 

beast, exclaiming, Who is a match for the beast, and, 

Who can make war against him? 

In this same chapter, we see a second example of the power that the 

dragon, Satan, will be allowed to possess in the future. 

Revelation 13:11-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

11Then I saw another beast rising up out of the land 

[itself]; he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke 

(roared) like a dragon. 

12He exerts all the power and right of control of the 

former beast in his presence, and causes the earth and 

those who dwell upon it to exalt and deify the first beast, 

whose deadly wound was healed, and to worship him. 

13He performs great signs (startling miracles), even 

making fire fall from the sky to the earth in menôs 

sight. 
14And because of the signs (miracles) which he is 

allowed to perform in the presence of the [first] beast, 

he deceives those who inhabit the earth, commanding 
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them to erect a statue (an image) in the likeness of the 

beast who was wounded by the [small] sword and still 

lives. 

After reading the previous information, I am sure you will agree that 

the questions, ñSince Moses performed a supernatural miracle, how were 

the magicians of Egypt able to duplicate it?ò and ñWho or what was their 

source of power?ò have been adequately answered.  The magicians of 

Egypt were able to emulate that miracle, because, with Godôs 

permission, Satan was their source of power. 

The only thing left for us to do before I begin to answer the question, 

ñWhy did God choose to use a serpent in His miracle?ò is to read the 

Biblical account of that mighty act of God.  So let us do that. 

Exodus 7:6-13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord commanded 

them. 

7Now Moses was 80 years old and Aaron 83 years old 

when they spoke to Pharoah. 

8And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

9When Pharoah says to you, Prove [your authority] by a 

miracle, then tell Aaron, throw your rod down before 

Pharoah, that it may become a serpent. 

10So Moses and Aaron went to Pharoah and did as the 

Lord had commanded; Aaron threw down his rod 

before Pharoah and his servants, and it became a 

serpent. 

11Then Pharoah called for the wise men [skilled in 

magic and divination] and the sorcerers (wizards and 

jugglers).  And they also, these magicians of Egypt, did 

similar things with their enchantments and secret arts. 

12For they cast down every man his rod and they 

became serpents; but Aaronôs rod swallowed up their 

rods. 

13But Pharoahôs heart was hardened and stubborn and 

he would not listen to them, just as the Lord had said. 

Mosesô character had almost overnight undergone a spiritual 

metamorphosis.  He had shed his attitude of self-depreciation, self-doubt 

and questioning.  He now stood before Pharoah, an eighty-year-old 

spiritual giant, bold and fearless and full of faith in God.  Truly, the Lord 

had molded a misshapen  lump of clay into a beautiful vessel through 

whom He would accomplish His covenant with Abraham. 
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The now transformed Moses would represent God Himself.  He 

would be the instrument God would use to bring the promised judgment 

upon Pharoah and his subjects for their cruel treatment of Godôs people.  

You will soon see that the miracle described in the verses we just read 

was actually a preview and a forewarning of that judgment which was 

soon to come upon all Egypt.  

 

It is time now for me to answer the question, ñWhy did God choose 

to use a serpent in His miracle?ò  The answer to that question is that, 

in this instance, God chose to use a serpent because the serpent was 

known and accepted as the symbol of Pharoahôs supreme power. 

Most likely, you have seen an Egyptian uraeus on display in a 

museum or portrayed in Egyptian artwork or while watching a film.  The 

definition of the word ñuraeusò in The American Heritage Dictionary, 

Second College Edition reads as such: 

The figure of the sacred serpent, 

depicted on the headdress of ancient 

Egyptian rulers and deities as an 

emblem of sovereigntyé. 

In chapter four, you learned that Pharoah (the god Horus) was 

thought to be all-powerful, all-knowing and in complete control of all 

nature, fertility and even fate.  As their god, Pharoah was responsible for 

the Egyptiansô financial prosperity and their spiritual well-being.  He was 

also believed to be endowed with magical powers.  

That same source, The New Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia 

Ready Reference, under the heading ñPharaoh,ò tells us that Pharoahôs 

uraeus (the serpent on his crown) supposedly ñspat flames at his 

enemies.ò  Remember, he was falsely accredited with the power to be 

able to single-handedly trample thousands of the enemy on the 

battlefield.  So, after joining the facts about the uraeus with all the 

information you received in chapter four, it should come as no surprise to 

you when I tell you that according to Smithôs Bible Dictionary, under the 

heading ñSerpent,ò the serpent was worshipped by the Egyptians. 

 

The time has come for me to connect together all the pieces of this 

amazing puzzle.  Since, only then will you truly comprehend the 

awesome spiritual significance of the events that took place during 

Mosesô second confrontation with Pharoah. 
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One of the pieces of the puzzle is seen in Exodus 7:1 in the Holy 

Bible, King James Version.  There God said to Moses, ñéI have made 

thee a god to Pharoah:  and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.ò  In 

a few moments, you will realize the great importance of those words.  

You will see what a vital role that statement played in Godôs overall 

strategy. 

Moses, a judge of Israel who was as Godôs representative and 

spokesperson about to pass Godôs judgment upon all Egypt and their 

gods, was in the true Biblical sense of the word ña god.ò  Yeshua 

Himself, when speaking to the religious leaders of Israel in John 10:34, 

referred to them as ñgods.ò  Yeshua said, ñIs it not written in your law, I 

said, ye are gods?ò  I think it will help you if you also read the following 

verses, for they reveal why Yeshua referred to the religious leaders of 

Israel as ñgods.ò 

Psalm 82:1-8  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1GOD STANDS in the assembly [of the representatives] 

of God; in the midst of the magistrates or judges He 

gives judgment [as] among the gods. 

Verse one in the Holy Bible, King James Version reads, ñGOD 

standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the 

gods.ò 

2How long will you [magistrates or judges] judge 

unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?  Selah 

[pause, and calmly think of that]! 

3Do justice to the weak (poor) and fatherless; maintain 

the rights of the afflicted and needy. 

4Deliver the poor and needy; rescue them out of the 

hand of the wicked. 

5[The magistrates and judges] know not, neither will 

they understand; they walk on in the darkness [of 

complacent satisfaction];  all the foundations of the 

earth [the fundamental principles upon which rests the 

administration of justice] are shaking. 

6I said, You are gods [since you judge on My behalf, as 

My representatives]; indeed, all of you are children of 

the Most High. 

7But you shall die as men and fall as one of the princes. 

8Arise, O God, judge the earth!  For to You belong all 

the nations. 
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As you can see in Godôs Word, people who are in a position to speak 

for God or to pass judgment in Godôs stead are representing the Lord.  

Therefore, those people are referred to in the Scriptures as ñgodsò (that 

is, ñgodsò with a small g).  ñI said, You are gods [since you judge on 

My behalf, as My representatives].ò  Remember, one of the Ten 

Commandments expressly states, ñThou shalt have no other gods before 

Me.ò  (Exodus 20:3.)  The Lord was compelled to insert the word 

ñbeforeò in that command, because He Himself had already designated 

His true representatives as ñgods.ò 

Godôs representatives are not, I repeat, are not to be worshipped.  

To do so would be to commit the deadly sin of idolatry.  The Israelites 

did not worship Moses.  Neither did they put the god, Moses, before the 

Lord.  For, like Godôs representatives today, Moses was simply a man 

like any other man.  Nevertheless, since such men and women are 

endowed with the power to represent the Lord on earth, for the Lordôs 

sake, they are to be greatly regarded and treated with deep reverence and 

respect. 

With the knowledge you now possess, you will understand that when 

I speak of the god, Moses, I am referring to him strictly in the Biblical 

sense.  On the other hand, when I speak of the god, Horus, I am speaking 

of the false god, Pharoah.  I have amplified the previous point because I 

do not want you to misconstrue or misinterpret my words when I refer to 

either of those men as gods. 

 

Now, let us get down to the core of the matter.  As you know, Godôs 

first priority was to keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

One of those promises involved bringing judgment upon the 

Egyptians and their gods for their abhorrent treatment of the 

Israelites.  The best way I know to describe Godôs judgment strategy is 

to compare it to a gigantic power game, a power game in which the deck 

was already stacked against Israelôs enemies. 

The playing field covered all the land of Egypt.  The players were 

God Almighty and the evil god of this world, Satan.  The pieces through 

whom the players wielded power were the god Moses and his prophet 

Aaron on the one side and the god Pharoah and his magicians on the 

other side.  The pawns (those who had no personal power) were the 

Israelites and the Egyptians. 

God had purposely made the pieces equal (that is, since the 

Egyptians considered Pharoah to be a god, the Lord raised up a worthy 

opponent, the god Moses).  Furthermore, since God knew that His rival, 

Satan, lacked the necessary power needed to adequately participate in the 
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game, God gave him a handicap (that is, an advantage to equalize his 

chances of succeeding).  Satan was allotted a certain amount of 

miraculous power.  That supply of power was not only used by his 

followers to duplicate Mosesô serpent miracle but we are told in Exodus 

7:22 that, like Moses, the magicians also turned water to blood.  Plus, in 

Exodus 8:6-7, again like Moses, the magicians caused frogs to come up 

onto the land. 

However, as I said earlier, Satanôs power is strictly limited to what 

God allows.  Unbeknown to Satan, God had given him only enough 

power to accomplish Godôs purpose regarding Egyptôs punishment.  

Consequently, the magicians were able to play off the miracle of the 

serpent and to miraculously intensify two of the supernatural plagues that 

God had already poured out.  But unlike Moses, they were not able to 

halt or so much as ease the plagues.  They could not even heal 

themselves of the painful boils on their own bodies.  

Consider the stupidity of the way the magicians used the miraculous 

power that Satan had invested in them.  Egyptôs water supply had turned 

to blood.  So, what did the magicians do to ease the peopleôs discomfort?  

They made more water turn to blood.  Moreover, Moses plagued Egypt 

with frogs.  So again, what did the magicians do to help the people?  

They caused more frogs to come up onto the land.  The end result was 

that rather than relieving the Egyptiansô suffering, they added to it.  So, 

under such circumstances, I do not think the people of Egypt would have 

been too impressed with the magicians miracles, do you?  

All the magicians really succeeded in doing through their miracles 

was to make themselves look stupid and to prove to everyone that God, 

not Pharoah, was all-powerful.  Plus, for a time, the magicians actually 

helped God harden Pharoahôs heart.  Thus, they assisted the Lord in 

carrying out His promised judgment of Egypt and her gods. 

Because the Egyptians viewed the serpent as the symbol of 

Pharoahôs power, the Lord chose to use the serpent in His first move of 

the power game.  God turned Aaronôs rod into a serpent to prove to all 

Egypt and their gods that He, not Pharoah, is all-powerful.  Furthermore, 

as you will soon see, the Lordôs opening move proclaimed His promised 

judgment upon the Egyptians and their gods. 

On that dreadful day, the god Moses and the god Horus stood pitted 

against each other.  Truth, light and righteousness looked straight into the 

face of deception, darkness and wickedness.  The spiritual battle had 

begun.  The demons must have shivered in terror upon realizing that the 

foundation of Satanôs Egyptian domain was about to crumble.  For, 

unlike the magicians of Egypt, they had to have known that the power 
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Satan had invested in the god Pharoah and his magicians was no match 

for the power of the Lord that the god Moses would soon display. 

As God had commanded, the god Moses instructed Aaron his 

prophet to throw his rod down before the god Pharoah (Horus).  Those 

Egyptians who were present in Pharoahôs court that day must have been 

totally shocked by the sight of Aaronôs rod changing into a serpent.  

They had to have drawn back in fear and awe.  How confused they must 

have felt to see an Israelite cause a rod to turn into a sacred serpent, the 

symbol of the god Pharoahôs power and sovereignty and to them an 

object of worship. 

It is no wonder that the god Horus (Pharoah) immediately sent for 

his wise men and sorcerers.  He had to save face.  After all, another god 

had, by a miracle, displayed the symbol of His own supreme power, 

power that the god Pharoah claimed solely for himself.  Thus, Egyptôs 

wise men and sorcerers ran to Pharoahôs aid.  They too had power.  They 

too would make their rods turn into serpents. 

Exodus 7:10-12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10So Moses and Aaron went to Pharoah and did as the 

Lord had commanded; Aaron threw down his rod 

before Pharoah and his servants, and it became a 

serpent. 

11Then Pharoah called for the wise men [skilled in 

magic and divination] and the sorcerers (wizards and 

jugglers).  And they also, these magicians of Egypt, did 

similar things with their enchantments and secret arts. 

12For they cast down every man his rod and they 

became serpents; but Aaronôs rod swallowed up their 

rods.  

2 Timothy 3:8-9 furnishes us with the names of two of Pharoahôs 

magicians.  They are Jannes and Jambres.  Plus, by comparing certain 

evil men of his day to Jannes and Jambres, Paul also provides us with a 

good description of the type of men Pharoahôs magicians were.  They 

were rebellious in that they resisted the truth that Moses relayed to them.  

Also, the King James Version applies to them the word ñreprobate.ò  In 

The American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition, the word 

reprobate is defined: 

A morally unprincipled person. One 

who is predestined to damnationé. 

Rejected by God and without hope of 

salvationé. 
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From the previous report, we catch a glimpse of the utterly evil 

spirits that the god Moses confronted that day.  The magicians of Egypt 

were the image of their master, the devil, in both character and deed.  

They were so deluded that they actually thought they could match, if not 

surpass, the miracle of the serpent that Moses performed.  And for a 

moment, it seemed to all who were present that Pharoahôs magicians 

were right, for through them Satan made his first move of the contest.  

The magicians duplicated Mosesô miracle.  However, instead of 

producing one serpent from one rod as Moses had done, all the 

magicians threw down their rods, and all their rods became serpents.  

Thus, the solitary effect of Mosesô serpent no longer inspired such awe, 

since it was outnumbered and surrounded by the sacred serpents of the 

god Horus.  

The power game was intensifying.  Everyone present was holding 

their breath, wondering what Mosesô next move would be.  To the 

outward eye, it appeared that Moses was trapped.  His serpent was 

surrounded by the magiciansô serpents. 

However, God was in no way defeated.  Rather, the whole time, the 

Lord had been skillfully setting up Satan for the big fall.  Everything was 

proceeding according to the Lordôs plan.  Moses was positioned exactly 

as God had placed him, and the next move was the Lordôs.  Suddenly, 

Aaronôs rod opened its mouth and lunged forward.  It then swallowed up 

all the magiciansô rods.   

Exodus 7:12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12For they cast down every man his rod and they 

became serpents; but Aaronôs rod swallowed up their 

rods. 

God had won that first round of the power game, and as the victor, 

He had also made an awesome statement. 

(1)  God had shown that He, not Satan, not Pharoah, not the 

magicians, but He, the Lord God Almighty, was all-powerful and    

all-wise. 

(2)  The Lord had shown that Satanôs representative, the god 

Pharoah, was no match for His representative, the god Moses. 

(3)  The Lord had given to Satan, to Pharoah and to the Egyptians as 

a whole, a warning of what was about to happen.  The preview of Godôs 

judgment was that just as Mosesô rod had swallowed up the rods of 

the magicians so the Lord would swallow up (that is, destroy) the 

nation of Egypt and their gods.  Yes, the Lord would destroy the nation 

that for four hundred years had cruelly afflicted and oppressed His 
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beloved covenant people and opposed His purpose.  Godôs curse would 

be poured out upon all Egypt and their gods, ñéI will bless those who 

bless you [who confer prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him 

who curses or uses insolent language toward youé.ò  (Genesis 12:3.) 

The cost of abusing Godôs covenant people would be the total 

destruction of Egypt.  God would destroy Egyptôs water, Egyptôs 

aquatic life, Egyptôs comfort, Egyptôs prosperity, Egyptôs health, Egyptôs 

livestock, Egyptôs crops, trees and vegetation, Egyptôs land, Egyptôs air, 

Egyptôs firstborn, and Egyptôs gods (that is, everything that the 

Egyptians worshipped or considered to be sacred).  

Godôs judgment started with Moses debasing the magiciansô sacred 

serpents.  In so doing, he also debased Pharoahôs power since the serpent 

was the symbol of that power.  That day, Moses had begun to literally 

accomplish the work that he had symbolically acted out during the 

episode of the burning bush.  He had picked up a serpent by the tail, and 

that serpent was powerless to harm him.  Let us read the following text, 

and then I will explain in more detail. 

Exodus 4:1-4  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1AND MOSES answered, But behold, they will not 

believe me or listen to and obey my voice; for they will 

say, The Lord has not appeared to you. 

2And the Lord said to him, What is that in your hand?  

And he said, A rod. 

3And He said, Cast it on the ground.  And he did so 

and it became a serpent [the symbol of royal and divine 

power worn on the crown of the Pharaohs]; and Moses 

fled from before it. 

4And the Lord said to Moses, Put forth your hand and 

take it by the tail.  And he stretched out his hand and 

caught it, and it became a rod in his hand. 

Notice in verse three that even The Amplified Bible translators show 

you what that serpent represented.  The serpent was ñthe symbol of 

royal and divine power worn on the crown of the Pharaohs.ò  So, it is 

quite possible that Moses was more startled by what the serpent 

represented than he was by the creature itself.  After all, he had been 

raised in the Pharoahôs palace.  He had been taught from childhood that 

the serpent spat flames of fire at Pharaohôs enemies.  Consequently, since 

by that time, Moses was himself classed as an enemy of Pharoah, he may 

have fled to get out of reach of those imaginary flames. 
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Remember, that particular serpent miracle took place at the burning 

bush.  It happened before Moses underwent his spiritual metamorphosis.  

At that time, Moses not only lacked self-confidence but he also lacked 

faith and trust in God.  It took his witnessing a miraculous burning bush 

that was not consumed and hearing the literal voice of God before Moses 

had enough courage to obey Godôs instruction to pick up the snake by 

the tail.  However, he did it, and when he did, it once again turned into a 

rod. 

For a moment, let us consider Mosesô rod.  The rod plays an 

important role in this whole scenario.  Under the heading ñrodò in The 

Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, we read:  

The rod also became the symbol of 

authority and rule  prevalent in Bible 

use.  ñMoses took the rod of God.ò 

(Exodus 4:20); and he and Aaron 

wrought numerous miracles with rods....  

The rod as a symbol of Godôs anger and 

chastisement occurs in numerous 

passagesé. 

There are other references to Mosesô rod in the previously mentioned 

article.  However, I chose to share with you only the portion of that 

article which offers a measure of insight into our present topic.  My 

intention is to equip you with enough understanding to enable you to 

fully receive the following truth.  To set the stage of comprehension, we 

will read Exodus 4:20.  That verse shows you beyond doubt that the rod 

Moses had in his possession when he encountered the Lord at the 

burning bush became ñthe rod of God.ò 

Exodus 4:20  (The Amplified Bible.) 

20And Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on 

donkeys, and he returned to the land of Egypt; and 

Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 

As the serpent was the symbol of Pharoahôs power, so the rod of 

Moses was the symbol of Godôs power.  God had invested His awesome 

power and authority in Moses, and Mosesô rod (the rod of God) 

represented that God given power and authority.  The bottom line is 

that Mosesô rod had become a scepter. 

During the occurrence of the burning bush, the Lord had a specific 

purpose for causing the symbol of Pharoahôs power (the serpent) to 

miraculously appear.  He also had a purpose for ordering Moses to pick 

up the serpent by the tail.  God was showing Moses who was really in 

control.  Moses picked up a dangerous serpent by the tail (a serpent that 
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represented Pharoahôs power), and it did not harm him.  It did not harm 

him because it could not harm him.  God showed Moses that next to the 

Lord,  Pharoah was powerless. 

When the serpent became a rod at the burning bush, God was simply 

displaying His power over Pharoah.  He was assuring Moses that 

compared to Him, the Pharoah was weak, ineffective, helpless and 

powerless.  God caused the serpent, the symbol of Pharoahôs power, 

to disappear and to be replaced with the symbol of Godôs authority 

and power, the rod of God.  When meditating upon Godôs supreme 

power in the following verses, righteous Job said it all. 

Job 12:16-25  (The Amplified Bible.) 

16With Him are might and wisdom; the deceived and 

the deceiver are His [and in His power]. 
17He leads [great and scheming] counselors away 

stripped and barefoot and makes the judges fools [in 

human estimation, by overthrowing their plans]. 

18He looses the fetters [ordered] by kings and has [the] 

waistcloth [of a slave] bound about their [own] loins. 

19He leads away priests as spoil, and men firmly seated 

He overturns. 

20He deprives of speech those who are trusted and takes 

away the discernment and discretion of the aged. 

21He pours contempt on princes and loosens the belt of 

the strong [disabling them, bringing low the pride of the 

learned]. 

22He uncovers deep things out of darkness and brings 

into light black gloom and the shadow of death. 

23He makes nations great, and He destroys them; He 

enlarges nations [and then straitens and shrinks them 

again], and leads them [away captive]. 

24He takes away understanding from the leaders of the 

people of the land and of the earth, and causes them to 

wander in a wilderness where there is no path. 

25They grope in the dark without light, and He makes 

them to stagger and wander like a drunken man.  

You will recall that during the episode of the burning bush when 

Moses was afraid that the people would not believe that the Lord had 

appeared to him, the Lord instructed him to perform before them the 

same miracle involving the serpent and the rod.  Of course, the Israelites 

would have been aware of the significance of that miracle.  To them that 
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miracle was more than just a rod changing into a serpent and then back 

into a rod.  There was a message for the Israelites in that miracle.  That 

message was: Do not fear Pharoah.  He can do you no more harm.  

He is powerless to fight your God.  The all-powerful Lord God 

Almighty is about to destroy him. 

Earlier, we studied about Mosesô confrontation with Pharoah and his 

magicians.  We carefully checked out the miracle of the serpent that was 

performed before Pharoahôs eyes.  So with the information you now 

have, I am sure you understand what I meant when I told you, ñThat day, 

Moses had begun to literally accomplish the work that he had 

symbolically acted out during the episode of the burning bush.  He had 

picked up a serpent by its tail and the serpent was powerless to harm 

him.ò 

God had given Moses power and authority to trample underfoot 

Egyptôs serpents (that is, to trample underfoot the enemies of the Lord 

and the enemies of the Lordôs people).  Neither Satan, nor Egyptôs false 

gods, nor Pharoahôs magicians could overcome or even come close to 

matching the incredible supernatural power that God had invested in His 

representative, Moses.  During that round of the power game, all Godôs 

enemies were, in essence, conquered by the mighty rod of God. 

Godôs predicted judgment of Egypt and their gods began that day.  

Mosesô rod swallowing the magiciansô rods signaled to all that the 

Egyptians would be stripped of their power and severely punished for 

their mistreatment of Godôs covenant people, the Jews.  Godôs promises 

to Abraham would be fulfilled in their entirety.  

 

Now you know the answer to the question, ñWhat Was Godôs 

Purpose For Transforming Aaronôs Rod Into A Serpent?ò  You also 

know to what extremes God will go in order to keep His covenant 

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and to punish all those who mistreat 

His chosen covenant people. 

Godôs Word continues to cry out a warning to all men.  That 

warning is that He will bless those who bless Israel and curse those 

who curse her.  Egypt was cursed.  Earlier, we studied the plagues that 

God poured out upon Egypt as a result of Godôs curse.  Egypt was 

swallowed up (destroyed) by the rod of God (that is, Egypt was 

destroyed by the supreme power of God Almighty). 
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WHY DID MOSES 

HAVE POWER WITH GOD? 

 
Let us examine another event in Jewish history in which Godôs 

covenant with Abraham played a tremendous role.  The episode I am 

referring to involved Moses and the Israelites.  It took place at Mount 

Sinai (or Horeb) after the Israelitesô glorious exodus from Egypt. 

While Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments 

from God, the wicked Israelites were playing the harlot.  They were 

actually bowing down and offering sacrifices to an idol, a golden calf.  

To make matters worse, it was Aaron, the brother of Moses, who had 

shaped and made the golden calf for them. 

We all love to tell of the power that Moses had with God.  We often 

recount how, when Moses prayed, God answered.  Yet, under such 

appalling conditions as those described in the former paragraph, why did 

Moses still have power with God concerning these people?  Why did 

God continue to hear and answer the prayers Moses prayed on their 

behalf?  As you will soon see, it was once again Godôs covenant with 

Abraham that gave Moses power with God and stayed the hand of the 

Lord from destroying that evil group of people. 

The only reason the descendants of those wicked Israelites still exist 

today is because of Godôs promise to His devoted friend, Abraham.  For 

though the Israelites deserved to die, God spared them in order to keep 

His solemn pledge to Abraham.  You see, God had to protect His own 

name; He had to protect His reputation.  God could not break His 

promise for all the world to see.  If He had done so, it would have caused 

the nations to misunderstand His intentions and fail to trust Him from 

that point  on. 

For verification of these facts, we will again turn to our only reliable 

source of truth, the Bible. 

Exodus 32:7-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

7The Lord said to Moses, Go down, for your people, 

whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, have 

corrupted themselves; 

In verse seven, God is so disgusted with the Israelitesô idolatrous 

behavior that He tells Moses, òéyour people, whom you brought out of 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

112 

the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.ò  The Hebrews were so 

wicked that the Lord wanted to disown them.  God continues to voice 

His grievance in the following verses. 

8They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I 

commanded them; they have made them a molten calf 

and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 

These are your gods, O Israel, that brought you up out 

of the land of Egypt! 

No wonder God wanted to disown that rebellious, wicked bunch of 

people.  No wonder God wanted to wipe them off the face of the earth, to 

utterly destroy them. 

9And the Lord said to Moses, I have seen this people, 

and behold, it is a stiff-necked people; 

10Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may burn 

hot against them and that I may destroy them; but I will 

make of you a great nation. 

God wanted to get rid of every one of Abrahamôs descendants, 

except for Moses.  He wanted to start all over again from scratch.  

However, the Lord had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob many things, 

and He had to keep His promises.  In addition to this, there stood Moses 

with total trust and confidence that God would keep His promises 

without wavering one iota from His Word. 

By now you may be asking, ñBut why could God not destroy that 

corrupt bunch of people and raise up more descendants of Abraham 

through his righteous servant, Moses?ò  The answer to your question 

is in Genesis 15:13-16.  We studied that portion of Scripture earlier, but 

it is necessary that we read it again since those verses contain insight into 

our present topic. 

Genesis 15:13, 14, 16:  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13And [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your 

descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary 

residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and will be 

slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed for 400 

years. 

14But I will bring judgment on that nation whom they 

will serve, and afterward they will come out with great 

possessions. 

16And in the fourth generation they [your 

descendants] shall come back here [to Canaan] again, 
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for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full and 

complete. 

In these verses, God told Abraham that His covenant descendants 

would be enslaved in Egypt, and the Egyptians would afflict and oppress 

them for four hundred years.  He also told Abraham how He would judge 

Egypt for her wicked treatment of His people.  Plus, He assured 

Abraham that in the fourth generation, He would rescue these 

slaves, bring them out of Egypt and cause them to go back to the 

Promised Land, Canaan. 

Moses did not fit this bill.  To keep this promise, God had to use 

Abrahamôs descendants who were oppressed, afflicted and enslaved in 

Egypt.  We all know that Moses was never oppressed or enslaved in 

Egypt.  Moses had not been afflicted.  On the contrary, Moses was raised 

as Egyptian royalty.  He had been accepted and reared as the son of 

Pharoahôs daughter.  His position as a prince of Egypt afforded Moses a 

life of ease and opulence.  Moreover, he received the best education 

available.  No!  God could not fulfill His words in Genesis 15:13,14,16 

with Moses alone.  As rotten as these Israelites were, God still needed 

them to help Him carry out His promises to Abraham. 

Let us take up now where we left off in Exodus 32:11-14.  Moses 

reminded God that because He loved Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, He 

chose these people.  He reminded God that they were His people, and He 

could not disown them.  He reminded God that because He loved their 

forefathers, He was the One who brought Abrahamôs, Isaacôs and 

Jacobôs descendants out of Egypt, and He must not destroy them. 

Moses went further.  He cautioned God.  Moses warned God that if 

He destroyed this people, everyone would be left with the wrong 

impression.  Everyone would be left with the impression that He 

destroyed Abrahamôs descendants and broke His covenant with 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob because it was too hard for the God of Israel 

to keep His promises.  He told God, ñLord, the nations will believe that 

You brought these people out of Egypt only to do them harm.ò 

 

Exodus 32:11-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

11But Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, 

why does Your wrath blaze hot against Your people, 

whom You have brought forth out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and a mighty hand? 

12Why should the Egyptians say, For evil He brought 

them forth, to slay them in the mountains and consume 
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them from the face of the earth?  Turn from Your 

fierce wrath, and change Your mind concerning this 

evil against Your people. 

Not only did Moses want God to keep His promise, but the main 

reason behind his wanting this promise kept was to protect Godôs 

reputation.  Consequently, Mosesô immediate reaction and righteous 

thinking saved Godôs reputation as well as the children of Israel. 

See for yourself in verse thirteen what caused God to hear and heed 

Moses and thus change His mind.  See for yourself that which gave 

Moses power with God.  Godôs holy name, Godôs reputation, was at 

stake.  Therefore Godôs promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had 

to be kept. 

13[Earnestly] remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 

your servants, to whom You swore by Your own Self 

and said to them, I will multiply your seed as the stars 

of the heavens, and all this land that I have spoken of 

will I give to your seed, and they shall inherit it forever. 

In essence, Moses simply said, ñLord, you promised Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob that You would multiply their seed as the stars.  These people 

are the result of Your promise.  You also told them that these 

descendants of theirs would inherit that special piece of land You keep 

telling us about.  Lord, all the Egyptians and other nations are watching 

to see if Your word is good.  They are watching to see if You keep 

covenant.  So, if You fail to keep Your promise, Your reputation will be 

ruined.  Lord, You must not destroy this people in Your anger even 

though they deserve to die.  Your reputation, Your name must come 

first.ò  Thus, because of Godôs covenant with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, Godôs hand was stayed.  For, God had to protect his 

reputation. 

14Then the Lord turned from the evil which He had 

thought to do to His people. 

Did you notice in the previous verse that the Jews are once again 

called ñHis peopleò?  They are ñHis peopleò because He promised 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He would be their God. 

It is quite clear that Godôs covenant promise to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob was the main factor in this event.  Moses had power with God 

because he put God in remembrance of that sacred promise.  By doing 

so, he turned away Godôs anger.  Moses knew that God would keep His 

promise.  He knew God would keep His promise to protect His own 

holy name.  Also, He would keep it out of love for Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. 
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You have just received the answers to two questions. 

(l)  Why did Moses have power with God? 

(2)  Under such appalling conditions as we previously studied, why 

did Moses still have power with God concerning the wicked Israelites? 

However, there is yet another incredible revelation to be gleaned 

from the contents of the last text, Exodus 32:12.  For generations 

Christians, including learned Bible scholars, have been unable to 

comprehend the true meaning of the words Moses directed toward the 

Lord in that verse.  In ignorance, many Christians refuse to even accept 

Mosesô statement.  They insist that Mosesô words could not possibly 

apply to God.  However, with the insight into Godôs covenant with 

Abraham that you now have, you will soon realize that Mosesô words 

very definitely applied to the Lord. 

The words of Moses that I am referring to are found in the last 

sentence of the following verse.  So pay close attention. 

Exodus 32:12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12Why should the Egyptians say, For evil He brought 

them forth, to slay them in the mountains and consume 

them from the face of the earth?  Turn from Your fierce 

wrath, and change Your mind concerning this evil 

against Your people. 

I repeat, ñTurn from Your fierce wrath, and change Your mind 

concerning this evil against Your people.ò 

Mosesô words sound very harsh for a man to use when addressing 

the all-righteous God, God Almighty.  If one does not comprehend the 

correct meaning of this particular word, ñevil,ò or the underlying reason 

behind Mosesô statement, one would incorrectly feel that Moses was 

downright disrespectful.  After all, he accused God of planning evil 

against His people.  Moses went so far as to exhort God Almighty to 

change His mind concerning the evil intentions He had toward the 

Israelites.  I think it will help you if you also read the previous verse 

from The Living Bible. 

Exodus 32:12  (The Living Bible.) 

12Do you want the Egyptians to say, óGod tricked them 

into coming to the mountains so that he could slay them, 

destroying them from off the face of the earthô?  Turn 
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back from your fierce wrath.  Turn away from this 

terrible evil you are planning against your people! 

Why did Moses consider the evil God planned against Israel to be so 

terribly wrong that he dared to rebuke the Lord?  We know that the 

Israelites deserved to die.  They had sinned a great sin against God by 

breaking His commands and worshipping an idol (a golden calf).  By the 

standards of Godôs own Word, they deserved to be stoned to death.  Yet, 

here was Moses rebuking the Lord for even entertaining the thought of 

destroying them. 

My friend, the reason why the evil that God planned against Israel 

was not acceptable was because He had made an unbreakable covenant 

with Abraham.  Since Abraham had faithfully performed His role in the 

covenant, it would have been unthinkable for the Lord to fail to carry out 

His end of the contract.  The evil that God planned against His people 

was not in itself wrong.  They deserved to die.  However, if God had 

destroyed Israel, He would have been guilty of breaking His solemn 

oath to His faithful friend , Abraham, and that would have been 

totally unacceptable.  Breaking covenant would have been a different 

type of evil than the evil God planned against Israel.  It would have 

been morally wrong, and God could not permit Himself to be 

associated with such unrighteousness.  

You see, God creates physical evil (calamity) to punish the wicked.  

But moral evil proceeds from men.  Albeit, as I said earlier, if God had 

broken His word to Abraham, His action would also have been morally 

wrong.  You will understand what I just said when you read the 

following verse in the 1965 edition of The Amplified Bible. 

Isaiah 45:7  (The Amplified Bible.) 

7I form the light and create darkness; I make peace 

[national well-being].  Moral evil proceeds from the will 

of men, but physical evil proceeds from the will of God], 

and I create [physical] evilðcalamity; I am the Lord 

who does all these things. 

God found Himself between a rock and a hard place.  On the one 

hand, He had the idolatrous, sinful descendants of Abraham who 

deserved death.  On the other hand, He had the binding contract that He 

had made with their forefathers which Moses insisted that He keep for 

the sake of His own reputation.  Thus, recognizing that two wrongs do 

not make a right, the righteous Lord of all the earth adhered to Mosesô 

counsel.  He humbly changed His mind and attitude.  Because 

destroying these covenant descendants of Abraham would have been 

morally wrong, the Lord turned from the evil (calamity) that He had 
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planned against His people.  See this truth for yourself in the following 

verse. 

Exodus 32:14  (The Amplified Bible.)  

14Then the Lord turned from the evil which He had 

thought to do to His people. 

God had purposely bound Himself by the solemn pledge he made 

with Abraham.  He had left Himself no way of escape.  Being able to 

view the past with hindsight enables you to see that fact.  It enables you 

to see that the only way the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

could have survived Godôs righteous judgment was because of the 

unbreakable Abrahamic covenant.  Had it not been for Godôs solemn 

oath to Abraham and the fact that breaking it would have been morally 

wrong and would have ruined His own good name, God would have 

completely destroyed the Jewish nation. 

Think about it!  If God had broken His promise and had consumed 

the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob from the face of the earth, 

His evil against Israel would have resulted in far reaching severe 

repercussions. 

(l)  His reputation would have been ruined. 

(2)  From then on, no one would have trusted the Word of God. 

(3)  God would have proved to be an unfaithful friend to righteous 

Abraham.  He would have been known as a covenant breaker. 

(4)  His will and purpose upon the earth would have been frustrated.  

The devil would have been the victor. 

(5)  Every nation on earth would have been derogatively affected.  

The nationsô future opportunity for salvation and blessing would have 

been destroyed along with Abrahamôs descendants.  For, God had 

promised Abraham ñéin you will all the families and kindred of the 

earth be blessedé.ò  

It is evident that God had purposely bound Himself with an 

unbreakable covenant so that He could not, under any circumstances, 

destroy the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Godôs 

unbreakable contract with Abraham was the tool God used to protect 

Himself from His own righteous indignation.  In His wisdom, God knew 

that each time He would find Himself between a rock and a hard place, 

someone like Moses would be there to remind Him of His unbreakable 

covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Thus, for His nameôs sake, He 

would be forced to keep His word. 
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With the added insight you now have, read again the verses that 

describe Godôs dilemma and His righteous conclusion to that dilemma.  

And as you read, notice the role that the Abrahamic covenant played in 

God changing His mind. 

Exodus 32:9-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

9And the Lord said to Moses, I have seen this people, 

and behold, it is a stiff-necked people; 

10Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may burn 

hot against them and that I may destroy them; but I will 

make of you a great nation. 

11But Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, 

why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people, 

whom You have brought forth out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and a mighty hand? 

12Why should the Egyptians say, For evil He brought 

them forth, to slay them in the mountains and consume 

them from the face of the earth?  Turn from Your fierce 

wrath, and change Your mind concerning this evil 

against Your people. 

13[Earnestly] remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 

Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self 

and said to them, I will multiply Your seed as the stars 

of the heavens, and all this land that I have spoken of 

will I give to Your seed, and they shall inherit it 

forever. 

14Then the Lord turned from the evil which He had 

thought to do to His people. 

What a wonderful righteous God we serve!  We serve a God who 

will keep His promise even when it directly affects and hurts him.  He 

spared this multitude of people who had humiliated him.  He spared a 

people who had broken His heart, a people who were rebellious and 

disobedient, a people who were grumblers and complainers, evil and 

corrupt.  And He did it in order to keep a promise He had made to a man, 

to one righteous man.  God went on suffering this humiliation and hurt 

generation after generation for a two-fold reason.  He did it to keep His 

covenant promise which would eventually benefit all mankind and to 

protect His holy name.  What a God!  What a Savior! 

You now know why Moses had power with God.  Moses had power 

with God, because he put the Lord in remembrance of His sacred 

unbreakable covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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Part One 

 

WHY DOES GOD LOVE  

THE JEWISH PEOPLE? 

 
Godôs love for the Jewish people is a known Scriptural fact.  

Throughout the Bible, the reader is continually informed about Godôs 

love for Israel.  When speaking of His love for the Israelites, the Lord 

often comes across like a husband expressing his deep love for and 

faithfulness and devotion to his wife.  At other times, He sounds like a 

mother doting over her beloved children.  Indeed, when one studies 

Godôs Word with an open heart, there is no denying Godôs love for the 

Jews, the lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Furthermore, 

as you will see in the succeeding verse, Godôs love for them will never 

diminish or failðit is everlasting.   

Jeremiah 31:3  (The Amplified Bible.) 

3The Lord appeared from of old to me [Israel], saying, 

Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn you and 

continued My faithfulness to you. 

Godôs ñeverlasting loveò for Israel has many beautiful facets.  Each 

of these facets expresses specific areas of the larger more complex 

ñeverlasting loveò mentioned in Jeremiah 31:3.  Included in Godôs 

everlasting love are such aspects as loving-kindness, steadfast love, 

tender mercies and numerous others.  Moreover, each of these aspects 

has its own array of love qualities.  Therefore, because Godôs everlasting 

love puts forth so many different budding branches, it is important to 

remember that each facet of Godôs love is simply an expression of His 

overall ñeverlasting loveò for Israel. 

You saw two of the many manifestations of Godôs ñeverlasting 

loveò for Israel in Jeremiah 31:3.  In that verse, God Himself tells Israel, 

ñéI have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with          

loving-kindness have I drawn you and continued my faithfulness to 

you.ò  By inserting the conjunctive adverb ñthereforeò in verse three, 

thus joining the two main clauses, God clearly states that His      ñloving-

kindnessò and ñfaithfulnessò are automatically manifested toward the 

Israelites as a result of His ñeverlasting loveò for them.  As I pointed out 
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earlier, loving-kindness is one of the manifold expressions of Godôs 

everlasting love. 

This word ñloving-kindnessò is an eye opener in itself.  According 

to Strongôs Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, ñHebrew and Chaldee 

Dictionary,ò the definition of the word ñloving-kindnessò includes: 

favor, kindness, mercy, and pity. 

Another aspect of Godôs ñeverlasting loveò for Israel that shows up 

frequently in the Scriptures is ñsteadfastnessò or ñsteadfast love.ò  The 

American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition defines the word 

steadfast: Fixed or unchangingé.Firmly loyal or constant. 

In just two word definitions of the many facets of Godôs ñeverlasting 

love,ò you have been given a glimpse of the enormity and intensity of the 

amazing ñeverlasting loveò that God has for His chosen covenant 

people.  You have seen that Godôs kindness, favor, mercy and pity 

toward Israel are absolutely unchanging.  They will endure through good 

times and bad times.  They will remain forever.  For, in   Jeremiah 

31:3, God Himself proclaims that He loves Israel ñwith an everlasting 

love.ò 

 

Now you might say, ñHow can God love these people with an 

óeverlasting loveô when they have been, and in many cases still are, 

rebellious, hardhearted and sinful?  After learning about Godôs covenant 

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I finally understand why God has put up 

with the Jewsô sinful behavior all these years.  But I will never 

understand why He continues to love them like He does.ò 

I realize that at this moment, Godôs ñeverlasting loveò for Israel 

seems to you to be an unfathomable puzzle.  But, the only reason why 

you have difficulty solving that puzzle is because you do not yet have the 

necessary Biblical facts needed to complete it.  However, in a moment, 

you will be provided with the most crucial piece of that love puzzle.  

This key puzzle piece will show you exactly why God loves and will 

continue to love the Jewish people, no matter what. 

My friend, you are about to see Scriptural evidence which proves 

that, like everything else involving Godôs ceaseless relationship with the 

Jewish people, Godôs unshakable love for them is completely 

dependent on the covenant He made and established with their 

forefathers.  In the following verse, you will see that God is actually 

sworn by His solemn covenant oath to love the Israelites with a 

steadfast (fixed, unchanging, firmly loyal) love.  And as you know, 

God never breaks His sacred promises. 
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Deuteronomy 7:12  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12And if you hearken to these precepts and keep and do 

them, the Lord your God will keep with you the 

covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your 

fathers. 

I have kept my promise.  I have provided you with the most crucial 

piece of the love puzzle, the most crucial piece being Godôs sworn 

covenant oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob mentioned in the 

previous verse.  Therefore, since you now comprehend that Godôs love 

for Israel is part of His unbreakable sacred covenant with Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob, you should have no difficulty fitting together the remaining 

pieces of the puzzle.  So, on that note, I will repeat the portion of 

Deuteronomy 7:12 that is relevant to the point I just made.  Moses told 

the Israelites, ñéthe Lord your God will keep with you the covenant 

and the steadfast love which He swore to your fathers.ò 

There is no way around it.  Regardless of the circumstances, God is 

committed to keeping His solemn covenant which includes loving the 

Jewish people forever.  And that, my friend, is why even though they are 

not always deserving of His love, God continues to extend to them His 

kindness, favor, mercy, pity and all the other attributes that fall under the 

heading of His sworn ñeverlasting loveò for Israel. 

You are now acutely aware of the role that the sacred Abrahamic 

covenant plays in this matter.  Therefore, there should no longer be any 

doubt in your mind as to why God loves and will continue to love the 

Jewish people.  God swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He 

would love their covenant descendants forever, and God always 

keeps His sacred promises.  God has proven time and time again that 

He faithfully keeps His word even to His own hurt. 

Earlier, I assured you that once you had the main piece of the love 

puzzle (meaning, once you had understanding of Godôs Abrahamic 

covenant love oath), all the other pieces would quickly fit into place.  

Well, one of those revealing puzzle pieces is that Godôs ñeverlasting 

loveò for the Israelites neither has nor ever had anything to do with their 

being worthy or deserving of that love.  For, as you now know, Godôs 

boundless love for Israel rests solely upon His binding covenant with 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God swore that He would love the covenant 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the Israelites) with ñan 

everlasting love,ò and God will perform to the full all that He has 

promised.  And that, my friend, is why despite the Jewsô past wicked 

behavior and in some cases their present rebelliousness and 

hardheartedness, God still continues to love them with a steadfast (fixed, 

unchanging firmly loyal or constant) love. 
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Mosesô words in Deuteronomy 7:6-13 will guide you toward even 

deeper Scriptural insight into Godôs extraordinary covenant love for 

Israel.  So, stay alert as one by one I connect additional pieces of the 

picture to this amazing Biblical puzzle. 

As you read the following verses, please take note of how closely 

Godôs covenant choice and love are tied together.  For, I promise you 

that before you get to the end of this chapter, you will realize how totally 

linked they are to each other.  Godôs covenant choice and His 

everlasting covenant love are inseparable in that they are identified 

in the Scriptures as being essentially one and the same. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6For you are a holy and set apart people to the Lord 

your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a 

special people to Himself out of all the peoples on the 

face of the earth. 

7The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose 

you because you were more in number than any other 

people, for you were the fewest of all people. 

Truly, the prophet Moses shows you in the previous verses that 

Godôs covenant love and choice are intrinsically one.  In verse six, 

Moses told the Israelites, ñéthe Lord your God has chosen you....ò  

Then, continuing with the same thought, in verse seven, he explained to 

them that God did not choose them because of their great number. 

The truth I want to point out is that in verse seven when Moses again 

referred to Godôs choice, he deliberately included Godôs love.  He said, 

ñThe Lord did not set His love upon you and choose you because....ò  

Moses intentionally included Godôs love because as you now know, 

Godôs covenant love was reserved for His chosen people with whom He 

established His sacred Abrahamic covenant.  Godôs covenant love was 

automatically bestowed upon Israel along with His covenant choice in 

order to keep His solemn unbreakable oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

For, Moses said in Deuteronomy 7:12, ñ...the Lord your God will keep 

with you the covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your 

fathers.ò 

 

Deuteronomy 7:7 contains yet another incredible puzzle piece.  So, 

pay attention as you read that verse again.   
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7The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose 

you because you were more in number than any other 

people, for you were the fewest of all people. 

Through Moses, God tells His people that He did not set His love 

upon them and choose them because of their great number.  He 

reminds the Israelites that He chose them and loved them when they 

were ñthe fewest of all people.ò 

After reading verse seven, it is only natural that you would want to 

know just how and when God did set His love upon and choose the 

Israelites.  Therefore, in order that I might share with you the answer to 

this query, we will resume our study of the remaining six verses of 

Deuteronomy 7:6-13 in part two of this chapter. 

You must first understand the truth that Moses relayed in 

Deuteronomy 7:7 if you are to obtain the answer to the question, ñHow 

and when did God set His love upon and choose the Israelites?ò  

However, in order to understand the content of that verse, you must keep 

in mind the following reality.  Despite the fact that like Jacob, both 

Abraham and Isaac were Godôs chosen covenant people, neither of them 

were Israelites.  On the contrary, their covenant descendant Jacob, who 

was the sole founder of the Israelite nation, was the very first Israelite.  

You will recall that the nation of Israel was even named after Jacob.   

The previous information is extremely important because it forces 

you to acknowledge the truth that before Jacob there were no Israelites 

for God to love and choose.  Consequently, God had to have set His 

everlasting covenant love upon Israel by choosing their forefather 

Jacob.  More Scriptural confirmation of the truth that God set His love 

upon and chose Israel by choosing Jacob will be provided later in this 

chapter. 

There are times when every Bible student finds it hard to incorporate 

certain pieces of the Scriptural puzzle into the broader Biblical aspect of 

things.  For instance, one of those hard to fit segments of the overall 

Scriptural picture is the portion which reveals exactly when and where 

God chose Jacob.  If, as I did for many years, you try to cram that piece 

of the picture into a space where it does not belong, you will inevitably 

run into problems. 

Inaccurately placed pieces of the puzzle will not only detract from 

your overall view of the beauty of the complete Scriptural picture, but 

they will also cause you to end up with a surplus of left over, conflicting 

puzzle pieces that do not fit into any of the remaining spaces.  



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

124 

The end result is that you will have to admit that you have wrongly 

placed one or more of the puzzle pieces, or go through the rest of your 

life without ever truly solving that particular Scriptural query.  From then 

on, one Scripture will conflict with another.  They will conflict simply 

because vital pieces have been positioned incorrectly.  Worst of all, until 

those improperly fitted puzzle pieces are removed and inserted in the 

appropriate spaces, they will continue to hamper your advancement and 

growth in the knowledge of Godôs Word and rob you of insight into His 

overall plan and purpose. 

Earlier, I shared with you how in the past, like many other 

Christians, I had attempted to force into the wrong space a specific piece 

of the overall Scriptural puzzle.  The puzzle piece I am referring to 

shows exactly when and where God chose Jacob.  The wrong space, into 

which I had insisted on forcefully inserting that information, was Genesis 

25:23.  You will recall that in the formerly mentioned verse, God 

informed Rebekah, ñéthe elder shall serve the younger.ò  At that time, I 

was convinced that Genesis 25:23 revealed the exact moment when God 

chose Jacob.  However, I eventually discovered that my calculation was 

off by many years.   

Let me offer you Scriptural proof as to why my positioning of the 

puzzle piece mentioned in the former paragraph was incorrect.  Through 

Moses, God told the Israelites in Deuteronomy 7:7 that He did not set 

His love upon them and choose them because of their great number.  He 

reminded the Israelites that He loved them and chose them when 
they were ñthe fewest of all people.ò  ñThe fewest of all peopleò was 

one of the pieces of the puzzle that I was unable to connect.  You see, 

since I had crammed the previously mentioned puzzle piece into the 

wrong space, the entire picture was thrown out of sync.  I was left with a 

whole pile of puzzle pieces that I could no longer find corresponding 

places for. 

I will now take a moment to explain why Genesis 25:23 cannot 

accommodate the puzzle piece mentioned in the former paragraph, 

ñéyou were the fewest of all people.ò  We are told in Genesis 25:21-23 

that Jacob and Esau were twins.  Consequently, they both shared the 

same womb.  Furthermore, God told their mother, Rebekah, that in her 

womb were the founders of two entirely different nations. 

Now, if Rebekah had carried one child, if the founder of only one 

nation had been in her womb, then the previously mentioned puzzle 

piece would not have distorted the picture so completely.  However, 

under such circumstances as the Scriptures describe, how could the 

founder of Israel, Jacob (one man), have been fewer than the founder of 

Edom, Esau (one man)?  In order for the Israelites to have been the 

fewest of all people, they had to have been the least in number of all 
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people.  Yet, as you can see for yourself, in this instance, Jacob and Esau 

each totaled one founder of one completely different nation.  Outside of 

the two yet unborn babies, no other Israelite or Edomite existed at that 

time.  So as you can see, the Scriptures themselves confirm that the 

Israelites were not the fewest of all people when their founder, 

Jacob, was still in his motherôs womb.  Therefore, God could not have 

set His love upon and chosen Jacob and consequently Jacobôs 

descendants at that time. 

Now, it is obvious that since God is all-knowing, He knew before the 

twins were even conceived the one to whom He would eventually appear 

and with whom He would establish His covenant.  Yes, our      all-

knowing God knew that He would eventually establish His covenant 

with Jacob and consequently Jacobôs descendants, the Israelites.  

However, Mosesô statement ñfor you were the fewest of all peopleò 

makes it equally obvious that God did not set His covenant love upon 

and choose Jacob and his seed, the Israelites, at that particular time. 

You are about to see in the following verses that when God spoke to 

Rebekah, He did not even address the issue of His covenant with 

Abraham and Isaac.  God definitely made a prediction in those verses, 

but He did not make a covenant choice.  What I mean by my last 

statement (God did not make a covenant choice) is that God did not 

identify the one with whom He would eventually establish His covenant.  

The fact is that when God spoke to Rebekah in Genesis 25:21-23, His 

prediction in that case had nothing to do with the Abrahamic covenant.  

Read the Lordôs words to Rebekah for yourself and you will see that 

what I have said is absolutely factual.  You will see that the Abrahamic 

covenant is not mentioned at all in Godôs statement. 

Genesis 25:21-23  (The Amplified Bible.) 

21And Isaac prayed much to the Lord for his wife 

because she was unable to bear children; and the Lord 

granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife became 

pregnant. 

22[Two] children struggled together within her; and she 

said, If it is so [that the Lord has heard our prayer], why 

am I like this?  And she went to inquire of the Lord. 

23The Lord said to her, [The founders of] two nations 

are in your womb, and the separation of two peoples 

has begun in your body; the one people shall be 

stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve the 

younger. 
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There is absolutely no mention in the former verses of Godôs 

covenant love or Godôs covenant choice or any of Godôs covenant 

promises or Godôs covenant, period.  Rather, in verse twenty-three, God 

predicted future events that would involve both nations that were in 

Rebekahôs womb (Edom and Israel). 

In chapter ten of this book, I will cover in detail the fulfillment of 

Godôs prophecy in Genesis 25:23.  At that time, you will receive 

undeniable Scriptural confirmation of the truth that I just shared with 

you.  You will see that the prediction God made in verse twenty-three 

concerned the God-ordained positions that both of the nations in 

Rebekahôs womb would one day temporarily fill.  You will also learn 

exactly what Godôs forecast concerning those two nations entailed.  

However, since I know that your questions on that topic will be answered 

in the next chapter, I will not at this time divulge any more information 

on the subject of Godôs prediction in Genesis 25:23. 

The questions that you need to focus your attention on at the present 

time are these:  Since it is now evident that God did not set His love upon 

and choose Jacob and his descendants when Jacob was in his motherôs 

womb, then just when did God set His love upon Jacob and choose him 

and his seed?  When were the Israelites ñthe fewest of all peopleò? 

The answers to the questions in the former paragraph are provided in 

the following text in the Holy Bible, King James Version.  In those verses 

you will see the exact moment when God set His love upon and chose 

Jacob and consequently His descendants, the Israelites.  For, you will 

actually read the statement God Himself made when, in order to keep His 

sworn oath to Abraham and Isaac, He established His sacred covenant 

with Jacob. 

Genesis 28:10-15  (King James Version.) 

10And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward 

Haran. 

11And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there 

all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the 

stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and 

lay down in that place to sleep. 

12And he dreamed, and behold  a ladder set up on the 

earth, and the top of it reached to heaven:  and behold 

the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 

13And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am 

the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of 

Isaac:  the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 

and to thy seed; 
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14And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and 

thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, 

and to the north, and to the south:  and in thee and in 

thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

15And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 

places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into 

this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 

which I have spoken to thee of. 

My friend, this was when God established His covenant with Jacob 

and in so doing set His covenant love upon and chose him and his future 

descendants, the Israelites.  For, as you saw in verses thirteen and 

fourteen of the previous text, with His own mouth, God promised to 

give to Jacob and his future seed, the Israelites, all that He had 

sworn by covenant to Abraham and Isaac.  And, as Moses later told 

the Israelites in Deuteronomy 7:12, ñ...the Lord your God will keep with 

you the covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your fathers.ò 

By loving and choosing Jacob, God automatically extended His love 

and choice to his descendants, the Israelites.  For, the Israelites were 

Jacobôs future covenant seed that God specifically identified and 

included in the previous verses, Genesis 28:13-14.  They were the 

beneficiaries of all Godôs covenant promises, including Godôs covenant 

love.  Yes, God showed His love for and choice of the whole nation of 

Israel when He established His covenant with and thus loved and chose 

the first Israelite (Jacob), the forefather and founder of the Israelite 

nation, as he traveled to Haran. 

As you saw in Genesis 28:13-15, when God audibly chose and loved 

Jacob and his future seed, the Israelites truly were ñthe fewest of all 

people.ò  For, by that time, Jacobôs twin brother, Esau, had a number of 

wives and children.  He had already begun to propagate the predicted 

nation of Edom.  While on the other hand, when God chose Jacob by 

establishing His Abrahamic covenant with him as he journeyed to Haran, 

Jacob had no wives and no children.  Without a doubt, when God set His 

love upon Jacob and chose him, the Israelites were indeed ñthe fewest of 

all people.ò  For, at that time, the only Israelite that existed on the face of 

the earth was Israelôs founder, Jacob. 

My friend, you cannot get any fewer than one person.  However, 

though at that time, the Israelites truly were ñthe fewest of all people,ò 

Jacob, their founder, had Godôs Abrahamic covenant promise that his 

descendants (the Israelites) would be ñéas [countless as] the dust or 

sand of the groundé.ò  In addition, as Godôs covenant choice, Jacob 

and his future descendants, the Israelites, automatically possessed 

Godôs sacred Abrahamic covenant promise of ñeverlasting love.ò 
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You now understand that Godôs covenant choice and His sworn 

ñeverlasting loveò for Israel are essentially one and the same.  You also 

know exactly when and where God set His love upon and chose Jacob 

and his descendants, the Israelites.  Moreover, you know when the 

Israelites were the fewest of all people.  God set His love upon and chose 

Jacob and his future descendants when He established His covenant with 

Jacob as he traveled to HaranðGenesis 28:13-15.  For without a doubt, 

at that time, the Israelites were indeed the fewest of all people.  

Furthermore, you know that God established His covenant with Jacob 

and consequently loved and chose Jacob and his descendants in order to 

keep His sworn oath to Abraham and Isaac. 

 

It is now time for me to keep my earlier promise and present 

additional Scriptural confirmation of two former points that I made.  The 

previously mentioned confirmation will encompass: 

(1) The truth regarding God setting His love upon and choosing the 

Israelites through their forefather Jacob. 

(2) The fact that Godôs covenant love and His covenant choice are 

essentially one and the same. 

You are about to see Biblical evidence which proves that Godôs 

covenant love and His covenant choice are so intrinsically one that, in 

His communication between Himself and the Israelites, Godôs own 

words acknowledge the interchangability of those two terms. 

In the following text, you will see for yourself in the Scriptures 

where God specifically addressed the Israelites informing them that by 

His choosing Jacob over Esau, they, as Jacobôs covenant descendants, 

automatically gained His (Godôs) promise of ñeverlasting love.ò  Yes, 

you will see that Godôs covenant choice and Godôs everlasting 

covenant love are so innately intertwined that when God referred to 

His covenant choice in the subsequent verses, He actually used the 

word ñlovedò in the place of the word chose. 

Malachi 1:1-2  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THE BURDEN or oracle (the thing to be lifted up) of 

the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi [My 

messenger]. 

2I have loved you, says the Lord.  Yet you say, How 

and in what way have You loved us?  Was not Esau 

Jacobôs brother? says the Lord; yet I loved Jacob 

(Israel), 
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I want you to read again the previous verses, plus a segment of verse 

three, from The Living Bible.  The reason I am only using a portion of 

verse three is because I will be covering these same verses in more detail 

in a later chapter.  Therefore, I will share with you only the portion of 

verse three that is needed to confirm the truth regarding Godôs love and 

choice being interchangeable.  

Malachi 1:1-3  (The Living Bible.) 

1Here is the Lordôs message to Israel, given through the 

prophet Malachi: 

2,3ñI have loved you very deeply,ò says the Lord. 

But you retort, ñReally?  When was this?ò 

And the Lord replies, ñI showed my love for you by 

loving your father, Jacob.  I didnôt need to.  I even 

rejected his very own brother, Esau....ò 

God rejected Esau by choosing Jacob as he traveled to Haran.  

However, God did not mention His choosing Jacob.  Instead, in verse 

three, God interchanged the word choosing with the word ñloving.ò 

The question is, ñWhen and where did God show His love for (that 

is, set His love upon) the Israelites?ò  And, the answer to that question is 

that God chose and showed His love for Israel when He chose and loved 

their founder, Jacob.  God chose and showed His love for Israel when He 

kept His word to Abraham and Isaac and established His covenant with 

Jacob as he traveled to HaranðGenesis 28:10-15. 

Can it be any clearer?  In Malachi 1:1-3, the Israelites asked God, 

ñHow and when did You love us?ò  In answer to their question, God 

pointed them to the moment when He had previously made known His 

covenant choice, the moment when He had established His Abrahamic 

covenant with Jacob.  God replied, ñI showed My love for you by loving 

(that is, by choosing) your forefather, Jacob, over Esau.ò  He then 

emphasized the fact that He did not have to love Jacob (that is, He did 

not have to choose Jacob), but He did.  And when He did, He inevitably 

made them, as Jacobôs descendants, the recipients of His covenant love. 

My friend, you now know that the exact moment when God set His 

love upon and chose the Israelites was when, in Genesis 28:13-14, He 

established His Abrahamic covenant with the first Israelite, Jacob, the 

founder of the nation of Israel. 

You also comprehend the Biblical fact that Godôs covenant choice 

and His everlasting covenant love are an intrinsic, inseparable part of 

each other .  So, based on that same Biblical premise, let us briefly trace 
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Godôs promise of everlasting covenant love from its original source all 

the way to the Israelite nation. 

God made and established His covenant with His chosen vessel, 

Abraham.  And as you now know, when God made Abraham His 

covenant choice, Abraham automatically became the recipient of Godôs 

everlasting covenant love (that is, God set His love upon Him). 

The second in line to inherit Godôs sworn ñeverlasting loveò was 

Abrahamôs son, Isaac.  You saw in chapter one of this work that God 

kept His promise to Abraham and thus established His Abrahamic 

covenant with and thereby set His sworn ñeverlasting loveò upon Isaac. 

Now, Ishmael was also Abrahamôs son.  Yet, as you saw earlier in 

the series, the Scriptures make it crystal clear that Ishmael was not Godôs 

covenant choice.  Therefore, God did not set His everlasting covenant 

love upon Ishmael.  Nor did God set His covenant love upon Ishmaelôs 

descendants. 

Next, we have Jacob whose covenant call we have just covered.  

Though Jacob and Esau were twin brothers, God chose to establish His 

covenant with and thus set His covenant love upon only one of them.  

God chose (that is, God set His covenant love upon) Jacob, the founder 

of the Israelite nation as he traveled to HaranðGenesis 28:13-14. 

In choosing (that is, in loving) Jacob, his descendants, the Israelites, 

became the automatic beneficiaries of Godôs everlasting covenant choice 

and love.  For, through them, God intended to promote the sacred 

covenant which He had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

As you will learn before this series is over, Godôs ñeverlasting loveò 

for Israel will continue to be extremely instrumental in the fulfillment of 

the binding covenant that God made with Abraham and the completion 

of Godôs purpose for mankind as a whole. 

You now possess the answer to the question, ñWhy Does God Love 

The Jewish People?ò  You know that in order to carry out His own 

purpose on the earth, God swore by oath that He would love forever 

the lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  And God 

cannot and will not ever break His sacred binding oath. 
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Chapter 9 

Part Two 

 

WHY DOES GOD LOVE 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE? 

 
In chapter nine, part one, you received the answer to the question, 

ñWhy Does God Love The Jewish People?ò  You saw in the Scriptures 

that Godôs love for the Jewish people neither had nor has anything to do 

with any bad or good works that they have done.  Rather, Godôs love for 

the Jewish people rests solely on the covenant and steadfast love that He 

swore to their forefathers.  God promised to love the Jewish people 

forever, and God will keep His legally binding oath even to His own 

hurt. 

With the previous question answered and with the added insight into 

Godôs ñeverlasting loveò that you now possess, you should find the 

remaining verses of Deuteronomy 7:6-13 quite enlightening.  You will 

recall that we studied the first two verses and part of verse eight of this 

text in chapter nine, part one of this work.  Therefore, to refresh your 

memory, I have again included those verses in the following reference. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

6For you are a holy and set-apart people to the Lord 

your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a 

special people to Himself out of all the peoples on the 

face of the earth. 

7The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose you 

because you were more in number than any other 

people, for you were the fewest of all people. 

8But because the Lord loves you and because He 

would keep the oath which He had sworn to your 

fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty 

hand and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, 

from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  

In verses six and seven, Moses told the Israelites that the Lord did 

not love them and choose them because they were numerically attractive.  

On the contrary, God loved them when they were ñéthe fewest of all 

people.ò  You now know when, where and why God loved and chose the 

Israelites.  You also know when they were ñthe fewest of all people.ò  
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All the previously mentioned queries were covered and fully explained in 

chapter nine, part one of this series. 

In verse eight, Moses informed the Israelites that it was because God 

loved them and because He would keep the promises He made to their 

forefathers that the Lord brought them out of Egypt with a mighty hand 

and redeemed them from out of the house of bondage, from the hand of 

Pharaoh.  Remember that when Moses spoke these words, Jacob and his 

descendants, the Israelites, had already been chosen.  Consequently, they 

possessed Godôs everlasting love before He delivered them from Egypt.  

Thus, Moses could boldly state that it was because God loved them and 

because He would keep His oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that God 

brought them out of the bondage of Egypt. 

As you read verse nine, notice again how inseparable are the 

Abrahamic covenant and Godôs steadfast love and mercy. 

9Know, recognize, and understand therefore that the 

Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, Who keeps 

covenant and steadfast love and mercy with those who 

love Him and keep His commandments, to a thousand 

generations, 

In verse nine, Moses instructed the covenant descendants of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to consider the faithfulness of the God they 

served.  He reminded them that their forefathers fulfilled their part of the 

sacred Abrahamic covenant by obeying Godôs commands.  As a result of 

their forefathersô obedience to Godôs commands, God was able to keep 

His promises to their forefathers and they (the Israelites) were the proof 

that God kept and continues to keep His solemn word. 

In verse ten, Moses went on to inform the Israelites that when men 

hate God and show their hatred by breaking covenant with Him and 

disobeying His commands, it is then a different story.  God will not put 

up with deliberate disobedience.  He will eventually destroy those who 

disobey His commands and refuse to repent (that is, those who refuse to 

change their mind, attitude and conduct and align their lives with Godôs 

Word).  Had Abraham disobeyed Godôs commands, God would not have 

kept with him His covenant and ñsteadfast loveò which was eventually 

extended to the Israelites through Isaac and Jacob.  Abrahamôs obedience 

was crucial to the advancement and fulfillment of the covenant God 

made with him. 

10And repays those who hate Him to their face, by 

destroying them;  He will not be slack to him who hates 

Him, but will requite him to his face 
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After warning the Israelites of the punishment that awaited them if 

they disobeyed Godôs commands, Moses told the Israelites that their 

compliance with Godôs commands would ensure that God would keep 

with them the covenant and steadfast love promised to their forefathers.  

The condition God stipulated was absolutely fair, since at Horeb (or 

Sinai) they had, of their own volition, entered into a blood covenant 

between themselves and God.  The Israelitesô role in that solemn 

agreement was to keep their promise and obey all Godôs commands.  So, 

it was not unreasonable for God to insist that they keep their word and 

obey His commandments. 

By now, you are probably aware that whenever I interject additional 

information into an existing topic (in this case, the Horeb covenant), I 

have good reason for doing so.  In this instance, my aim is to equip you 

with the knowledge you need to more fully comprehend the following 

verses.  I want you to understand that when God instructed the Israelites 

to obey His commands, He was actually instructing them to keep the 

covenant (that is, the agreement) that they themselves had made with 

Him at Horeb.  I also want you to understand that the blessings listed in 

verse thirteen are partly the result of both the previously mentioned 

covenants (that is, part of them belong to the Abrahamic covenant, and 

the rest belong to the Horeb covenant).  As you read the following 

verses, it will soon become apparent to you why I felt the necessity to 

insert the previous information concerning the Horeb covenant. 

11You shall therefore keep and do the instruction, 

laws, and precepts which I command you this day. 

12And if you hearken to these precepts and keep and 

do them, the Lord your God will keep with you the 

covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your 

fathers. 
13And He will love you, bless you, and multiply you; He 

will also bless the fruit of your body and the fruit of your 

land, your grain, your new wine, and your oil, the 

increase of your cattle and the young of your flock in the 

land which He swore to your fathers to give you. 

So that you can quickly grasp the point that I am making, I will take 

a moment to divide Godôs blessings in verse thirteen into two separate 

groups.  Those blessings that come under the heading of the Abrahamic 

covenant are Godôs promise to love and multiply the covenant 

descendants of Abraham Isaac and Jacob and to give them the land of 

Canaan as an everlasting inheritance.  The blessings that fall under the 

heading of the Horeb covenant are Godôs promise of abundant harvests 

and an increase of livestock in the Land of Promise.  The Horeb 
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blessings are for the purpose of equipping the Israelites with everything 

they need to help God carry out His promises to their forefathers. 

The Scriptures reveal that God carefully chooses the most 

advantageous, most excellent blessings for the Israelites.  Yes, God 

makes sure that His chosen covenant people receive the very best.  There 

are a number of reasons why God is so generous with the Israelites.  

And, of course, one of those reasons is because He loves them with an 

ñeverlasting love.ò  I chose to read the next text from The Living Bible 

because the translators of that version do an excellent job of 

communicating the truth I just mentioned. 

Psalm 47:4  (The Living Bible.) 

4and will personally select his choicest blessings for his 

Jewish peopleðthe very best for those he loves. 

It should now be obvious to you why the Jews, as a whole, are so 

prosperous.  They are prosperous because God selects the very best for 

them.  And, God selects the best for them, because He loves them with 

an everlasting love.  However, God has an underlying objective for 

selecting the choicest blessings for His covenant people.  Let me explain.  

The wealth God did and does allow His chosen people to accumulate is 

given to them for a specific purpose.  God gives the Israelites power to 

get wealth so that He might through them promote the covenant which 

He swore to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  See this for 

yourself in the following verses. 

Deuteronomy 8:17-18  (The Amplified Bible.) 

17And beware lest you say in your [mind and] heart, My 

power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 

wealth. 

18But you shall [earnestly] remember the Lord your 

God, for it is He Who gives you power to get wealth, 

that He may establish His covenant which He swore to 

your fathers, as it is this day. 

Everything that God gives to Israel, even Israelôs power to get 

wealth, He gives in order to promote His covenant which He swore to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

The information you just received regarding Godôs everlasting love 

for Israel and the blessings that Godôs love entails is probably already 

whirling in your mind.  Numerous questions are no doubt forming to 
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which you desire immediate answers.  You may be wondering why, 

since God loves the Jews with an everlasting love, He has, at 

intermittent periods throughout history, allowed them to be 

subjected to great suffering.  You may also be wondering why God 

has at times permitted His beloved people to be persecuted and 

abhorrently abused by the gentile nations. 

In the next portion of this chapter, I will answer the questions that 

are contained in the former paragraph.  As I do, you will again realize 

why earlier I found it necessary to interject information into the present 

topic that pertains to the Horeb covenant (that is, information that 

pertains to the Israelites solemn promise to obey all Godôs commands).  

The commands the Israelites promised by covenant to obey at Horeb (or 

Sinai) were given to them by God.  However, because Godôs laws were 

delivered to them by Moses, they became known as ñthe Law of Moses, 

Mosesô Lawò or ñthe Law.ò 

Chapters twenty-seven and twenty-eight of the book of Deuteronomy 

provide a more detailed account of the blessings God promised to Israel 

if she kept her part of the Horeb agreement and obeyed His commands.  

However, contained in that same portion of Scripture is a list of curses, 

curses which the Lord warned would come upon Israel if she refused to 

keep the Horeb covenant and disobeyed His laws. 

If you take time to read the previously mentioned chapters in 

Deuteronomy, you will immediately recognize why, throughout history, 

Israelôs suffering has been so frequent and intense and why periodically 

the nations have been allowed to temporarily persecute, abuse and 

conquer Godôs chosen nation.   

The bottom line is that though there are exceptions to this rule, 

exceptions which you will learn about later in this series, much of 

Israelôs suffering has been the consequence of her own sinful behavior.  

During such periods of deserved punishment, Israel actually experienced 

the horrors of the curses that God foretold would come upon her if she 

broke the covenant that she made with Him at Horeb and disobeyed His 

laws. 

My friend, it makes sense that the Israelites could not have 

experienced Godôs blessings and curses at the same time.  To have done 

so would have been impossible, since the curses automatically counteract 

the blessings.  No, the Israelites could not have experienced Godôs 

blessings and curses at the same time.  Israel either dwelt contentedly on 

the Promised Land in the spiritual and temporal peace and prosperity that 

comes through internal and external righteousness, or she temporarily 

became spiritually and materially impoverished, and was persecuted, and 

laid waste by the nations. 
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By her own actions, Israel herself chose blessings or curses.  If she 

chose to keep her agreement with God and obey His commands, she 

experienced the promised Horeb covenant blessings and enabled God to 

keep with her the covenant and steadfast love which He swore to her 

forefathers.  If she chose to break the Horeb contract and to sin against 

God by breaking His commands and refusing to repent, she experienced 

the foretold Horeb curses.  Thus, if her choice was the latter, the curses 

inevitably nullified the Horeb blessings.  The curses also temporarily 

restrained God from promoting His Abrahamic covenant and from 

publicly demonstrating His ñsteadfast loveò toward Israel via the 

choicest blessings mentioned in The Living Bible, Psalm 47:4. 

The conditions stipulated in the Horeb covenant served a two-fold 

purpose.  They provided God with an avenue to discipline His beloved 

people when they broke their agreement and deliberately and habitually 

sinned.  They also gave God the right to temporarily  drive the Israelites 

off the land that He promised would remain theirs forever. 

However, the severe effects of the prophesied curses that followed 

such sinful episodes did not mean that God no longer loved the 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Nor did those effects mean 

that God had backed out of His unbreakable promises to their forefathers 

concerning the Israelites.  Godôs covenant and His promise of 

ñeverlasting loveò are to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as 

a whole.  They are not dependent on one particular generation or 

individual.  Therefore, when a specific generation of Israelites chose to 

break the covenant they had made with God at Horeb, their sinful, 

unrepentant actions did not automatically exclude succeeding 

generations of Israelites from obtaining the promises of the Abrahamic 

covenant or the blessings of the Horeb covenant. 

It is true that when a certain generation of Israelites broke the Horeb 

covenant, committed the sin of idolatry and refused to repent, they 

forfeited the Horeb blessings.  They also temporarily restrained God 

from visibly keeping with them the Abrahamic covenant and from 

showing obvious evidence of His steadfast love and mercy which He 

swore to their forefathers.  However, under such circumstances as I have 

just described, God patiently waited until a more receptive future 

generation of Jews came along.  Once He found a receptive generation, 

He faithfully resumed pouring out the Horeb blessings.  He also kept 

with that generation the Abrahamic covenant and again visibly 

demonstrated the steadfast love and mercy which He swore to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. 

An example of what I just said can be seen in Godôs dealings with 

the Israelites during their wilderness experience.  You will remember 

that those who came out of Egypt committed great sin, including the sin 
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of idolatry.  Therefore, they did not get to enjoy either the blessings of 

the Horeb covenant or the promises and blessings of the Abrahamic 

covenant.  For instance, they did not get to enter into or to profit by the 

prosperity of the Promised Land.  However, another generation of 

Israelites (their own children) did get to enjoy the fruit of the Abrahamic 

covenant promises and visibly experience Godôs steadfast love and 

mercy.  They also reaped all the blessings of the covenant that their 

fathers had made with God at Horeb. 

God promised to love the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

with an ñeverlasting love.ò  But that did not include His blessing those 

descendants who broke covenant with Him, committed sin and 

afterwards refused to repent.  When the Jews refused to abide by the 

covenant they made with God at Horeb, they themselves tied Godôs 

hands and prevented Him from visibly demonstrating His everlasting 

love through His promised blessings.  For, as you know, God cannot 

reward sinful behavior.  You yourself saw earlier in Deuteronomy 7:10 

how Moses clearly told the Israelites that God ñrepays those who hate 

Him to their face, by destroying them; He will not be slack to him who 

hates Him, but will requite him to his face.ò 

Maybe this next scenario will help you to understand how it all 

works.  It will show you how Godôs everlasting love for Israel remains 

the same through good times and bad.  Imagine a man standing on the 

edge of a cliff.  As long as he recognizes the law of gravity and is 

careful, he will remain safe.  If he leans too far forward, the law of 

gravity will cause him to lose his footing and fall to his death.  He will 

not fall because gravity changed.  No!  He will fall because he broke the 

rule regarding safety and the law of gravity prevailed. 

So it is with Godôs ñeverlasting loveò for Israel.  When the Israelites 

kept the Horeb agreement and obeyed Godôs laws, they remained safe in 

Godôs covenant love and reaped all the benefits of both the Horeb and 

Abrahamic covenants.  When they refused to obey Godôs commands and 

committed the sin of idolatry, they removed themselves from both the 

Horeb blessings and the protection of Godôs Abrahamic covenant love.  

Thus, they were destroyed (cursed).  However, in such cases, Godôs 

ñeverlasting loveò for Israel did not change. Godôs love remained the 

same.  The Israelites simply failed to abide by the rules that pertain to 

Godôs covenant love. 

My friend, you now have the answer as to why, though God loves 

the Jews with an everlasting love, throughout history when they sinned 

greatly, He intermittently allowed them to be subjected to severe 

suffering.  And, you know why He periodically permitted His beloved 

people to be persecuted, abused and temporarily conquered by Gentile 

nations.  You now know that they suffered such hardships because of the 
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foretold Horeb curses, curses which were poured out upon them as a 

consequence of their own sinful behavior.  However, you also know 

that during those periods of chastisement, God never stopped loving 

His chosen people.  For, God swore to their forefathers that He 

would love Israel with an everlasting love, and God will keep His 

sacred promise even to His own hurt. 

 

Godôs faithfulness to the Abrahamic covenant, including His promise 

of ñeverlasting love,ò never did nor ever will change.  No matter what 

Israel is or what she does, Godôs love remains the same.  To give you an 

idea of just how complete Godôs love toward Israel is and how faithful 

He is to the promises He made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I want to 

share with you a very revealing verse of Scripture. 

As you read Godôs words spoken by the prophet Hosea, consider the 

faithfulness of the God you serve.  Consider the fact that though God 

hates the sins that the Israelites periodically commit against Him, 

especially the sin of idolatry, He still faithfully demonstrates His devoted 

ñeverlasting loveò toward them and with ñloving-kindnessò draws them 

to Himself. 

Hosea 3:1  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THEN SAID the Lord to me, Go again, love [the same] 

woman [Gomer] who is beloved of a paramour and is an 

adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of 

Israel, though they turn to other Gods and love cakes 

of raisins [used in the sacrificial feasts in idol worship]. 

I ask you, does Godôs Word in the previous verse even insinuate that 

God stops loving the Israelites when they reject Him and commit 

horrendous sins against Him, even the sin of idolatry?  No!  It does not!  

Rather, it proves the opposite.  It proves that Godôs love for Israel is truly 

steadfast (that is, Godôs love for Israel is truly ñéfixed or 

unchangingéfirmly loyal or constanté.ò  (The American Heritage 

Dictionary, Second College Edition.)  It proves that Godôs love for His 

chosen people is not dependent upon anything they do or fail to do.  God 

swore that He would love Israel forever, and God remains faithful to His 

word.  For His own nameôs sake, His love for Israel cannot and must not 

waver. 

 

If you are wondering why God would purposely and knowingly bind 

Himself to the Abrahamic contract, a contract from which He would find 
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no permanent relief or escape, a contract that would subject Him to 

continual anguish, pain, humiliation and embarrassment, then give 

careful consideration to the following explanation. 

(1)  If the righteous God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had not bound 

Himself to an unbreakable contract with Israelôs forefathers, He could 

never have restrained Himself from completely destroying the nation of 

Israel for her idolatrous sins.  Proof of that fact can be seen in one of the 

incidents that you studied earlier in this series.  I am referring to the time 

when Moses managed to change Godôs plan to destroy the Israelites from 

off the face of the earth by reminding Him of His legally binding 

agreement with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

(2)  If our uncompromisingly righteous God had not sworn His 

ñeverlasting loveò for Israel, He could never have continued to extend to 

the Israelites His forgiveness, mercy, pity and favor each time they broke 

the Horeb agreement and committed idolatry. 

(3)  If our holy God had not bound Himself by an unbreakable 

everlasting contract to love Israel forever, He would not have been able 

to suffer the humiliation and embarrassment of having to repeatedly take 

back His unfaithful, adulterous wife (Israel). 

(4)  If God had not fettered Himself to the legally binding Abrahamic 

covenant, His plan for all mankind could never have become a reality.  

For, as you now know, Godôs plan was to bless  (that is, to save) all the 

nations of the earth through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Jacobôs covenant 

descendants, the Israelites. 

To bring the previous truth closer to home, I will add one more 

sentence.  If God had not willingly and knowingly bound Himself to the 

unbreakable Abrahamic covenant, then gentile, you and I would never 

have had an opportunity to be saved from sin. 

Later in the series, I will be covering much of the previous 

information in greater detail.  However, until then, I am sure that the 

preceding brief explanation will temporarily suffice and will provide you 

with food for thought as you continue the present study concerning 

Godôs ñeverlasting loveò for Israel. 

 

With the previous information fresh in your mind, let us read again 

our main text.  As you do, carefully weigh its content in the light of the 

knowledge that you now possess. 
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Jeremiah 31:3  (The Amplified Bible.) 

3The Lord appeared from of old to me [Israel], saying, 

Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore 

with loving-kindness have I drawn you and have 

continued My faithfulness to you. 

You now have insight into Godôs loving-kindness.  But, what about 

the other aspect of Godôs everlasting love that is mentioned in the 

previous verse?  What about Godôs ñfaithfulnessò?  For a moment, let 

us consider this wondrous quality called ñfaithfulness,ò and let us learn 

how it applies to Israel.  For, then you will understand that when God 

speaks of His ñfaithfulnessò in the context of Jeremiah 31:3, He is 

referring to His unswerving loyalty to the covenant and steadfast love 

which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He is referring to His 

faithfulness to His promise to extend loving-kindness to their covenant 

descendants, the Israelites.  Yes, He is referring to His faithfulness in 

keeping His solemn oath. 

It is because the Israelites know that God will remain faithful to all 

that He promised to their forefathers that they confidently believe that 

when they repent, God will forgive their sins.  Yes, they have faith that 

God will extend to them His promised loving-kindness (that is, His 

favor, mercy and pity).  They also believe that, under the previous 

conditions (repentance), God will move on their behalf even though they 

do not deserve His help or mercy.  They are aware that God has bound 

Himself with His own unbreakable sacred oath, and He will thus keep 

His promise even to His own hurt.  For instance, in the following 

verses, King David implores God to have mercy upon him and to 

blot out his sins according to His ñsteadfast love,ò His ñmercyò and 

His ñloving-kindness.ò 

Psalm 51:1-2  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1HAVE MERCY upon me, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love; according to the multitude of Your 

tender mercy and loving-kindness blot out my 

transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly [and repeatedly] from my iniquity 

and guilt and cleanse me and make me wholly pure from 

my sin!ò 

Those same verses in the Holy Bible, King James translation read as 

such: 
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1HAVE mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy 

loving-kindness: according unto the multitude of Thy 

tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

2Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 

me from my sin. 

My friend, do you now understand why, throughout the Psalms, 

David, when imploring God to forgive His sins, continually employs 

such terms as ñloving-kindness, mercy, tender mercies,ò and so on.  The 

fact is that whenever David uses such words, he is simply reminding God 

of His obligation to keep His covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  He is requesting that God extend to him, as a lineal descendant of 

Jacob, His ñsteadfast loveò and therefore show him the promised favor, 

mercy and pity. 

David understood the Abrahamic covenant loving-kindness of the 

Lord.  Therefore, like Moses, he knew the God-ordained buttons he must 

press in order to get his prayers answered.  Whether his need entailed 

forgiveness, deliverance from his enemies, vindication, or any other 

legitimate crisis, David knew that as a lineal descendant of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob, the key to getting his prayers heard and answered was to 

put God in remembrance of His sacred oath to his forefathers.  For then, 

God had no other choice but to act. 

God was compelled to keep His word to Davidôs forefathers and 

consequently to extend to David His ñeverlasting loveò which includes 

ñloving-kindnessò (that is, ñkindness, favor, tender mercies and pityò).  

You see, David, like all other lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, was a recipient of the numerous benefits God promised to his 

forefathers.  And, as you now know, those benefits include Godôs sworn 

ñeverlasting loveò and everything that the Abrahamic covenant love 

entails.  Davidôs next words confirm all that I have just said.   

Psalm 25:6-7 (The Amplified Bible.) 

6Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercy and       

loving-kindness; for they have been ever from of old. 
7Remember not the sins (the lapses, and frailties) of my 

youth or my transgressions; according to Your mercy 

and stead-fast love remember me, for Your goodnessô 

sake, O Lord. 

David knew exactly what he had to do in order to force God to move 

on his behalf.  You just saw a good example of Davidôs prayer skills in 

verse six.  In that verse, he reminded God of the sacred covenant oath He 

made to his forefathers.  And, despite Davidôs past sins, as a covenant 
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descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, he still expected God to 

faithfully keep that promise and to extend to him the needed facets of His 

ñeverlasting loveò (that is, the promised ñloving-kindness, favor, tender 

mercies and pityò and so forth). 

David never asked God to deal with him according to what he 

deserved.  David was too wise to make such a stupid request.  He was 

completely aware that he did not in any way deserve Godôs ñfavor, 

mercy and pity.ò  Therefore, David asked God to deal with him 

according to the promised ñloving-kindnessò which He swore to his 

forefathers. 

Psalm 119:124  (The Amplified Bible.) 

124Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy 

and loving-kindness, and teach me Your statutes. 

You have just seen how David, a covenant descendant of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, reminded God to exercise His sworn loving-kindness 

on his behalf.  You will now see an example of how David used that 

same method of prayer when requesting deliverance from his enemies.  

As you read, notice again how, like every other Israelite, David is totally 

dependent on Godôs faithfulness to His unbreakable Abrahamic covenant 

promises. 

Psalm 69:13-16  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13But as for me, my prayer is to You, O Lord.  At an 

acceptable and opportune time, O God, in the multitude 

of your mercy and the abundance of your            

loving-kindness hear me, and in the truth and 

faithfulness of your salvation answer me. 
14Rescue me out of the mire, and let me not sink; let me 

be delivered from those who hate me and from out of the 

deep waters. 

15Let not the flood waters overflow and overwhelm me, 

neither let the deep swallow me up nor the [dug] pit 

[with water perhaps in the bottom] close its mouth over 

me. 

16Hear and answer me, O Lord, for your            loving-

kindness is sweet and comforting; according to your 

plenteous tender mercy and steadfast love turn to me. 

With the added insight into Godôs unbreakable Abrahamic covenant 

and steadfast love that you now have, can you finally understand the 

confidence with which David prayed?  David knew that God would 

confirm His ñeverlasting loveò toward him since God was sworn by His 
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own solemn oath to do so.  Therefore, in the following verse, with 

complete optimism and assurance, David boasts of Godôs faithfulness to 

dispatch His promised loving-kindness. 

Psalm 42:8  (The Amplified Bible.) 

8Yet the Lord will command His loving-kindness in the 

daytime, and in the night His song shall be with me, a 

prayer to the God of my life. 

You may ask, ñBut where will God command His promised   

óloving-kindnessô to go?ò  Let me answer your question by showing you 

an actual instance in the Bible where David, as a covenant, lineal 

descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, rightfully prayed that God 

would cause His ñloving-kindnessò to come to him. 

Psalm 119:41  (The Amplified Bible.) 

41Let Your mercy and loving-kindness come also to 

me, O Lord, even Your salvation according to Your 

promise; 

Psalm 119:76-77  (The Amplified Bible.) 

76Let, I pray You, Your merciful kindness and steadfast 

love be for my comfort, according to Your promise to 

Your servant. 

77Let Your tender mercy and loving-kindness come to 

me that I may live, for Your law is my delight! 

Does it now make sense to you why David liked to sing about Godôs 

ñloving-kindnessò (that is, Godôs ñkindness, favor, mercy and pityò)?  

Does it also make sense why he liked to sing about Godôs 

ñfaithfulnessò?  David liked to extol Godôs loving-kindness and Godôs 

faithfulness to the covenant He made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

because those promises are the lifeline of the Jewish people, and David 

was a Jew.  Look what David sang in Psalm 92:1-2 in The Modern 

Language Bible. 

Psalm 92:1-2  (The Modern Language Bible.) 

1IT IS good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to 

Thy name, O Most High, 

2To proclaim Thy loving-kindness in the morning and 

Thy faithfulness into the night. 

Everything in Davidôs life revolved around Godôs unbreakable 

covenant and the binding promise of ñeverlasting loveò that God had 
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made to his forefathers.  As you saw earlier in Psalm 69:13, even the 

right to have his prayers heard by God involved Davidôs reliance on 

Godôs promised ñeverlasting loveò and all its many beautiful facets.  See 

this truth again in the following text taken from the Holy Bible, King 

James translation. 

Psalm 119:149  (King James Version.) 

149Hear my voice according unto thy loving-kindness: 

O Lord, quicken me according to thy judgment. 

As you will see in the next verses, David depended on Godôs 

ñfaithfulnessò in continuing to pour out His promised             ñloving-

kindnessò even to the extent of His very life and health.  We will read 

again from the Holy Bible, King James Version. 

Psalm 119:159  (King James Version.) 

159Consider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O 

Lord, according to thy loving-kindness. 

Let us check out a few more of Davidôs prayers which confirm the 

truth you learned in the previous verse.  In the following three texts, we 

have David asking God to preserve his life because of Godôs 

promised ñsteadfast love.ò 

Psalm 119:88  (The Amplified Bible.) 

88According to Your steadfast love give life to me; then 

I will keep the testimony of Your mouth [hearing, 

receiving, loving and obeying it]. 

Psalm 119:116  (The Amplified Bible.) 

116Uphold me according to Your promise, that I may 

live; and let me not be put to shame in my hope! 

Psalm 119:154  (The Amplified Bible.) 

154Plead my cause and redeem me; revive me and give 

me life according to Your word. 

In the succeeding text, the Psalmist sought to help his Jewish 

brethren understand the greatness, importance and beauty of Godôs 

mercy and loving-kindness that endures forever.  He devoted Psalm 107 

to that end.  Then, in the last verse of that same Psalm, he assured his 

Jewish brethren that if they were wise and would observe all that he had 

shared with them in his Psalm, they too would gain understanding of the 

mercy and loving-kindness of the Lord. 
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Psalm 107:43  (King James Version.) 

43Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even 

they shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord. 

Upon receiving the Psalmistôs previous inspired instruction, it is no 

wonder that when Old Testament Jewish men worshipped in the temple 

of God, they meditated intently on Godôs ñloving-kindness.ò  For they 

knew beyond doubt that God would faithfully keep His solemn covenant 

pledge to their forefathers.  Yes, they knew that, for the sake of His 

sacred oath, God would encompass the descendants of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob with ñfavor, mercy and pity.ò  Look with me in the Holy 

Bible, King James translation.  There you will read how, when they 

worshipped in the temple, David and those with him meditated on Godôs 

everlasting ñloving-kindnessò toward the Jewish nation. 

 

 

Psalm 48:9  (King James Version.) 

9We have thought of thy loving-kindness, O God, in 

the midst of thy temple. 

Of course, righteous Old Testament believers were well aware that if 

the Israelites were to really comprehend the loving-kindness that God 

promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, they had to do more than just 

meditate on it.  Yes, they knew that before they could fully 

understand and experience the visible evidence of Godôs Abrahamic 

ñloving-kindness,ò they must do as Moses instructed in Deuteronomy 

7:11-12.  They must keep the covenant that they themselves had 

made with God at Horeb and observe all that God commanded. 

In the following verse, David describes the kind of life the Israelites 

could expect to live if they faithfully kept the Horeb covenant and 

obeyed Godôs commands.  It would be a life in which Godôs Abrahamic 

ñsteadfast loveò would be fully realized. 

Psalm 25:10  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10All the paths of the Lord are mercy and steadfast 

love, even truth and faithfulness are they for those who 

keep His covenant and His testimonies. 

Throughout the Bible, the Jewish people relied on Godôs promised 

ñeverlasting loveò and all its facets for their spiritual and literal survival.  

Each time they found themselves in difficult circumstances, even when 

their trouble was the result of their own sins, they eventually cried out to 
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God, begging Him to remember His promised           ñloving-kindness.ò  

And of course, God always came to their rescue. 

An example of the Jews' dependence upon Godôs promised   ñloving-

kindnessò is evident in the Biblical records of their captivity in Babylon.  

You will recall that God sent His people into exile in Babylon as 

punishment for their abominable sins.  The curse that Moses had foretold 

in Deuteronomy 11:26-28 fell upon Israel and it temporarily 

overshadowed the blessings of the Horeb covenant as well as the visible 

expression of Godôs promised everlasting Abrahamic covenant love. 

However, when the prophesied seventy years of punishment and 

exile was completed, the prophet Daniel interceded in prayer on Israelôs 

behalf.  He beseeched the Lord to keep His promise of ñmercyò and 

ñloving-kindnessò and thus faithfully extend forgiveness and deliverance 

toward the covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Daniel 

made it clear that he was not presenting his petition because he felt that 

they deserved Godôs help but rather because of Godôs binding covenant 

oath to their forefathers. 

My friend, in the following verses you will see the secret of Danielôs 

power with God.  Yes, you will see why God heard and answered the 

intercessory prayer of His servant Daniel.  You will realize that God 

heard and answered Danielôs prayers in order to keep His covenant and 

steadfast love which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

Daniel 9:18-19  (The Amplified Bible.) 

18O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes 

and look at our desolations and the city which is called 

by Your name; for we do not present our supplications 

before You for our own righteousness and justice, but 

for Your great mercy and loving-kindness. 

19O Lord, hear!  O Lord, forgive!  O Lord, give heed 

and act!   Do not delay, for Your own sake, O my God, 

because Your city and Your people are called by Your 

name. 

God keeping His word to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is so important 

to Him that He put His faithfulness to His word even above His own 

name.  For generations, God allowed His name (His reputation) to be 

profaned and dragged through the mud in order to keep His promises to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  When the Israelites deserved to be destroyed 

for their sin, God put His word to their forefathers before His own 

emotions and had mercy on them. 
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Psalm 138:2-4  (The Amplified Bible.) 

2I will worship toward Your holy temple and praise 

Your name for Your loving-kindness and for Your truth 

and faithfulness; for You have exalted above all else 

Your name and Your word and You have magnified 

Your word above all Your name!  
3In the day when I called, You answered me; and You 

strengthened me with strength (might and inflexibility to 

temptation) in my inner self. 

4All the kings of the land shall give You credit and 

praise You, O Lord, for they have heard of the 

promises of Your mouth [which were fulfilled]. 

Verse four of the previous text speaks of all the kings of the earth 

giving God credit for keeping His promises.  However, the Scriptures go 

a step further.  They actually identify a particular ruler who did recognize 

that God had kept His covenant promises to Israel regarding His 

ñsteadfast love.ò  That ruler was the queen of Sheba.  While visiting 

King Solomon, the queen told him that it was because of Godôs 

ñeverlasting loveò for the Israelites that God had blessed them with 

such a wise king. 

I Kings 10:9  (The Amplified Bible.) 

9Blessed be the Lord your God, Who delighted in you 

and set you on the throne of Israel!  Because the Lord 

loved Israel forever, He made you king to execute 

justice and righteousness. 

As David said in Psalm 138:4, ñAll the kings of the land shall give 

You credit and praise You, O Lord, for they have heard of the promises 

of Your mouth [which were fulfilled].ò 

Let all the kings and the people of the earth praise the Lord!  Let 

rulers and their subjects recognize that God Almighty is 

uncompromisingly righteous in character.  He is a God of integrity and 

ñfaithfulness.ò  Let all the earth proclaim their confidence and trust in 

the word of the Lord.  For, despite the number of times that the Israelites 

deeply hurt and angered Him, God still kept with them the covenant and 

steadfast love which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Yes, God 

placed keeping His word, and thus pouring out His ñmercyò and 

ñloving-kindnessò upon their descendants, even above His own name.  

And because God was so faithful, King David could sing His praises 

with conviction, and so can we. 
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From now on, when you read Davidôs songs applauding God for His 

ñmercyò and ñloving-kindnessò that endure forever, you will know 

exactly what David is referring to.  Yes, you will know that he is 

speaking of the everlasting covenant love that God promised to the 

lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  In the following 

verses, David is repeatedly giving God the credit He deserves for 

faithfully keeping His covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Psalm 136:1-26  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His 

mercy and loving-kindness endure forever. 

2O give thanks to the God of Gods, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure forever. 

3O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure foreverð 

4To Him Who alone does great wonders, for His mercy 

and loving-kindness endure forever; 

5To Him Who by wisdom and understanding made the 

heavens, for His mercy and loving-kindness endure 

forever; 

6To Him Who stretched out the earth upon the waters, 

for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 
7To Him Who made the great lights, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure foreverð 

8The sun to rule over the day, for His mercy and loving-

kindness endure forever; 

9The moon and stars to rule by night, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure forever; 

10To Him Who smote Egypt in their firstborn, for His 

mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 

11And brought out Israel from among them, for His 

mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 

12With a strong hand and with an outstretched arm, for 

His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 

13To Him Who divided the Red Sea into parts, for His 

mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 

14And made Israel to pass through the midst of it, for 

His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 
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15But shook off and overthrew Pharaoh and his host 

into the Red Sea, for His mercy and loving-kindness 

endure forever; 
16To Him Who led His people through the wilderness, 

for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever; 

17To Him who smote great kings, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure forever; 

18And slew famous kings, for His mercy and        

loving-kindness endure foreverð 
19Sihon king of the Amorites, for His mercy and  

loving-kindness endure forever; 

20And Og king of Bashan, for His mercy and       

loving-kindness endure forever; 
21And gave their land as a heritage, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure forever; 

22Even a heritage to Israel His servant, for His mercy 

and loving-kindness endure forever; 

23To Him Who [earnestly] remembered us in our low 

estate and imprinted us [on His heart], for His mercy 

and loving-kindness endure forever; 

24And rescued us from our enemies, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure forever; 

25To Him Who gives food to all flesh, for His mercy and 

loving-kindness endure forever; 

26O give thanks to the God of heaven, for His mercy 

and loving-kindness endure forever! 

From this time forth, every time you study Scripture that mentions 

Godôs ñmercy and loving-kindnessò that ñendure forever,ò you will 

know what Godôs written Word is referring to.  Every time you read a 

Psalm that speaks of Godôs ñforgiveness, kindness, favor, tender 

mercies, faithfulnessò or any of the other aspects of Godôs ñeverlasting 

love,ò you will have insight into the Psalmistôs words.  Every time you 

meditate on the prayer lives of the great intercessors of the Bible, 

intercessors such as Moses and Daniel, you will know how they managed 

to get Godôs attention and acquire for Israel Godôs forgiveness even 

though the Israelites did not deserve Godôs mercy or pity.  Yes, you now 

possess the key of knowledge that unlocks the truth regarding Godôs 

ñeverlasting loveò for Israel.  The key is Godôs covenant and 

steadfast love which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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You now know the answer to the question, ñWhy Does God Love 

The Jewish People?ò  God loves and will continue to love the Jewish 

people because of the unbreakable ñcovenant and steadfast loveò 

which He swore to their forefathers. 

My friend, if you embrace and apply to your life the truth that you 

have received in parts one and two of this chapter, it will make you free.  

Yes, the truth you now have will free you from menôs sinful, lying 

doctrines and from your own previous ignorance regarding this matter. 

From now on, when men insist that God no longer loves the 

Jewish people, you will recognize that they are telling lies.  You will 

also know that men are teaching false doctrine whenever they insist 

that God is no longer obligated to the Jewish people.  For, you now 

know that Godôs obligation to the Jewish people is everlasting.  God 

must and will faithfully continue to keep with them the covenant and 

the steadfast love which He swore to their forefathers, Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. 

 

I am sure that the previous inspired information regarding Godôs 

ñeverlasting loveò for the Jewish people has filled your heart with a new 

sense of awe, respect and admiration for the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  However, Godôs desire is that the truth you have learned will 

accomplish more than just stir up your emotions.  Godôs desire is that it 

will change forever the way you view and the way you treat Godôs 

beloved covenant people, the Jews. 

Since you now know that Godôs love for the Jews is eternal, 

wonôt you purpose in your heart to love them too?  For in doing so, 

you will not only bring God deep joy and comfort but you will also bring 

upon yourself Godôs blessing that is recorded in Genesis 12:3, ñI will 

bless those who bless youé.ò 
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WHY DID GOD SAY HE  

LOVED JACOB AND HATED ESAU? 
 

You now possess the truth regarding the fact that Godôs love for 

Israel is an intrinsic part of the Abrahamic covenant.  Therefore, you are 

in a perfect position to be able to comprehend another incredible 

revelation. 

For generations, the most renowned Christian teachers and Bible 

scholars have endeavored to correctly analyze and accurately divide the 

Word of truth in Romans 9:12-13.  Yet, regardless of their attempts to 

rightly handle and skillfully teach those verses, they have failed to 

adequately explain the meaning of Godôs statements, ñThe elder shall 

serve the younger,ò and ñJacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.ò  

Today, however, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, you shall finally have true 

insight into both those statements of God.  

On that exciting note, let us begin by reading the verses of Scripture 

that I mentioned in the former paragraph.  We will read them from the 

Holy Bible, King James Version. 

Romans 9:12-13  (King James Version.) 

12It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the 

younger. 

13As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 

hated. 

Menôs wrong or inadequate interpretations of Romans 9:12-13 have 

left many in the Church feeling that God was unfairly partial or even 

prejudiced in His dealings with Jacob and Esau.  They have been led to 

believe that God loved the child Jacob and hated the child Esau while 

they were still in their motherôs womb.  If you are one of those 

misinformed people, after you have received the correct interpretation of 

Romans 9:12-13, you will be able to discard such unsettling, 

preconceived, spiritually harmful ideas. 

Your studying the subject of Godôs love for Jacob and his 

descendants, the Israelites, in the previous chapter gives you a significant 

edge as you enter into the present teaching.  Among other truths, you 

learned that God did not set His love upon Jacob and his descendants nor 

make His covenant choice known when the twins were in their motherôs 

womb but rather when Jacob was grown and on his way to Haran.  The 
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prediction God made while the twins were in their motherôs womb was 

not a forecast of who the covenant child would be, but rather, it was a 

forecast of an event that would involve the future descendants of both 

unborn children.  Absolute Scriptural confirmation of that truth will be 

provided later in this chapter. 

You also learned that God setting His love upon and choosing Jacob 

and his descendants as Jacob traveled to Haran had nothing whatsoever 

to do with their being worthy or deserving of that covenant love (that is, 

that covenant choice).  Rather, God loving and choosing Jacob and the 

Israelites, as Jacob traveled to Haran, was solely the result of Godôs own 

need to fulfill His word and keep the covenant and steadfast love which 

He had sworn to Abraham and Isaac. 

As chapter ten progresses, you will receive undeniable Scriptural 

proof that God did not hate Esau the unborn child.  You will also be 

supplied with additional verification of the fact that God did not make 

His prediction in Genesis 25:23, ñéthe elder shall serve the younger,ò 

because He thought that Jacob the individual was better, more likable or 

more righteous than Esau the individual.  You will realize that Godôs 

statements did not reflect partiality in any way and that God certainly 

was not prejudiced.  For, you will be given additional confirmation that 

Godôs statement, ñéthe elder shall serve the younger,ò did not pertain 

to the unborn twins as individuals at all. 

The truth is that because of menôs ignorance of Paulôs writings in 

Romans 9:12-13, for generations, God has been falsely accused of 

showing unfair favoritism toward one of Rebekahôs unborn twins and 

undeserved hatred toward the other.  So it is high time that someone set 

the record straight and gave Godôs people an opportunity to adjust their 

wrong thinking and to discard the underlying assumptions that have 

become so deeply entrenched in their minds.  Therefore, I will lay out the 

Scriptural evidence so that you will finally have a chance to see the truth 

on this matter and joyfully submit to Godôs Word. 

As I have pointed out over and over again, it is true that before the 

twins were born, God foretold in Genesis 25:23 that the elder would 

serve the younger.  However, as you will soon see in the Scriptures, 

unlike those who practice prejudice, Godôs prediction in that verse was 

not antagonistic in design or effect.  Neither was Godôs judgment 

unreasonable or formed without knowledge or without careful 

examination of all the facts.  And last but not least, Godôs prediction was 

not based on irrational suspicion, bias or hatred of the unborn child, 

Esau.  All the previous descriptions fit the dictionary definition of the 

word ñprejudice.ò 
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Yes, you will soon be made aware that Godôs actions did not fit the 

previous definition of one who is prejudiced.  Prejudice is an extremely 

harsh word which is totally inaccurate when used to describe Godôs 

righteous judgment or prediction in this matter.  Associating the word 

ñprejudiceò with Godôs forecast in Genesis 25:23, ñéthe elder shall 

serve the younger,ò borders on the ridiculous. 

On the other hand, the Biblical evidence proving Godôs innocence 

regarding the previously mentioned accusations is extensive.  For 

example, later in this chapter you will see that Godôs prediction in  

Genesis 25:23, ñéthe elder shall serve the younger,ò was righteous in 

that it showed a glimpse of Godôs future justice upon wicked people who 

would dare to blatantly insult Him and attempt to interfere with Him 

fulfilling His sworn oath to Abraham and Isaac. 

 

It is extremely important that further proof of Godôs innocence be 

presented and that the truth regarding His innocence be established in 

order to refute menôs erroneous charges and insinuations that God was 

guilty of unfair partiality or prejudice in predicting that the elder would 

serve the younger and in making His statement later, ñéI loved Jacob, 

and I hated Esaué.ò  You see, Godôs reputation is at stake here.  

Therefore, it is only right that His name be completely exonerated of all 

presumed wrongdoing in these areas. 

In order to carry out the task described in the former paragraph, it is 

necessary that we again study three of the texts that we covered in 

chapter nine of this work.  You will recall that in chapter nine, I shared 

with you that we would do exactly that.  You must keep in mind, 

however, that we will be examining only a small portion of the 

overwhelming evidence which verifies Godôs innocence. 

First, let us deal with the often asked questions:  ñSince both brothers 

were Isaacôs sons, why did God set His love upon and choose to establish 

His covenant with Jacob as he traveled to Haran?  Why was it even 

necessary for God to choose between the two brothers at all?  If, as you 

say, God was not unfairly partial or prejudiced, why could He not have 

fulfilled His sworn covenant oath to Abraham and Isaac by using both 

brothers in a covenant capacity?ò  The answer to the previous questions 

can be clearly seen in the verses that we will read next from the Holy 

Bible, King James Version.  
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Genesis 25:21-23  (King James Version.) 

21And Isaac intreated the Lord for his wife, because she 

was barren: and the Lord was intreated of him, and 

Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22And the children struggled together within her; and 

she said, If it be so, why am I thus?  And she went to 

enquire of the Lord. 

23And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy 

womb, and two manner of people shall be separated 

from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger 

than the other people; and the elder shall serve the 

younger. 

Notice in verse twenty-three that two nations were in Rebekahôs 

womb.  Notice also that the separation of those two peoples (the 

Israelites and the Edomites) had already begun before the twins were 

born.  Verse twenty-two informs you that the founders of those two 

nations actually struggled together in the womb.  Therefore, since only 

one nation could inherit the Promised Land, how could God choose both 

of Isaacôs sons? 

It stands to reason that God could not have two totally separate, 

opposing peoples claiming title to the same piece of land.  Under such 

circumstances one nation would have been continually fighting with the 

other.  It would have been total chaos.  No!  Godôs way was the best 

way.  Godôs way was the righteous way.  In order to keep the covenant 

and steadfast love that He had sworn to Abraham and Isaac, God 

established His covenant with one of those two equally undeserving 

leaders of nations as he journeyed to Haran.  And, for His own reasons, 

the one God chose was Jacob. 

Considering the previous point, I do not think anyone can find fault 

with Godôs judgment in this matter, do you?  Neither do I think that 

anyone can accuse God of being unfair or prejudiced in any way.  

Truthfully, I do not know of anyone else who could have handled that 

situation as well as God did.  He did an excellent job. After all, Abraham 

and his nephew Lot could not even dwell together peaceably on the same 

grazing plains without their servants fighting and squabbling among 

themselves.  So, how could two opposing nations own the same piece of 

land without continually bickering and fighting and hindering Godôs 

purpose?  God had to make a choice between those two nations, and He 

made His choice known as Jacob traveled to Haran.  It is as simple as 

that. 
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I am sure you will agree that I have adequately answered the 

questions:  Since both brothers were Isaacôs sons, why was it even 

necessary for God to choose between them at all?  If, as you say, God 

was not unfairly partial or prejudiced, why did He not fulfill His sworn 

oath to Abraham and Isaac by using both brothers in a covenant 

capacity?  The answer, in part, is that two opposing nations were in 

Rebekahôs womb, and both those nations could not own and live 

peaceably on the same piece of land.  

When one looks closely at the content of Genesis 25:21-23, it 

becomes evident that when the Lord made His statement in verse twenty-

three, ñéthe elder shall serve the younger,ò He was referring to the two 

nations that were in Rebekahôs womb and not to the individual children. 

The Lord told Rebekah, ñTwo nations are in thy womb, and two 

manner of people shall be separated from thy bowelsé.ò  Still referring 

to the same two nations, the Lord predicted, ñéand the one people shall 

be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the 

younger.ò 

There can be no doubt that Godôs prediction in Genesis 25:23 

identified the fact that the older nation, Edom (the descendants of Esau), 

would serve the younger nation, Israel (the descendants of Jacob).  As 

you can see with your own eyes in the previously mentioned verse, God 

absolutely was not referring to the twins themselves.  Instead, He was 

referring to the nations of Edom and Israel. 

In order to clear Godôs name of the false accusations that have been 

heaped upon it because of menôs misinterpretations and 

misrepresentations of Paulôs quotation in Romans 9:12, ñIt was said unto 

her, The elder shall serve the younger,ò I cannot allow this opportunity 

to pass without once again impressing upon your mind that God did not 

show partiality to one unborn twin over the other.  How can anyone insist 

that God was partial to one twin over the other since the twins were still 

in their motherôs womb when God made His prediction in Genesis 

25:23?  Furthermore, how can anyone insist that God exhibited partiality 

when His prediction was not meant for either of the unborn twins 

personally?  As you now know, God spoke of two nations.  He did not 

speak of two individuals.  And, later in the series, you will see in the 

Scriptures exactly what Godôs prediction entailed. 

My friend, you now know why it was crucial that God establish His 

covenant with only one of Isaacôs twin sons.  You have also received 

additional Scriptural confirmation that Godôs prediction in           Genesis 

25:23 involved the descendants of Jacob and Esau and not the twins 

themselves.  God foretold that the nation of Edom (the older nation) 

would serve Israel (the younger nation). 
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Now that you understand one of the main reasons why it was 

absolutely essential that God choose between Isaacôs two sons, you are 

ready to proceed to the next point.  So, to refresh your memory, let us 

once again read Paulôs words in the following verse from the Holy Bible, 

King James Version. 

Romans 9:13  (King James Version.) 

13As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 

hated. 

You will recall that God eventually changed Jacobôs name to Israel.  

From that point on, God referred to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob as Jacob or Israel.  On the other hand, Esauôs descendants 

were known as Esau, Edomites, Edom,  Mount Seir or by their Greek 

name, Edumea.  Genesis 36:8 in The Amplified Bible reads, ñSo Esau 

dwelt in the hill country of Seir; Esau is Edom.ò  The importance of the 

previous information will become clear as the series progresses.   

Before you read the next verses, I want to emphasize three important 

facts. 

(1) Paulôs reference to Jacob and Esau in Romans 9:13, ñJacob have 

I loved, but Esau have I hated,ò was borrowed from Old Testament 

Scripture, to be precise Malachi 1:1-5. 

(2) As it was in Genesis 25:23, Godôs words in Malachi 1:1-5 (which 

by the way, were not recorded until approximately four hundred and fifty 

years before Yeshuaôs birth) again included the future descendants of 

Jacob (Israel) and Esau (Edom) rather than just the two brothers. 

(3) Godôs words in the first two verses of Malachi chapter one were 

intended to remind Israel of the everlasting covenant love that God had 

extended to them through their forefather, Jacob. 

We will now briefly study all five of the previously mentioned 

verses. 

Malachi 1:1-5  (The Amplified Bible.) 

1THE BURDEN or oracle (the thing to be lifted up) of 

the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi [My 

messenger]. 

As I said earlier, Godôs words in Malachi 1:1-5 were directed toward 

the nation of Israel.  To verify that fact, in verse one, Malachi states,  

This is ñéthe word of the Lord to Israelé.ò   
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Now let us read verse two of our present text. 

2I have loved you, says the Lord.  Yet you say, How and 

in what way have You loved us?  Was not Esau Jacobôs 

brother? says the Lord; yet I loved Jacob (Israel), 

Upon careful examination of the contents of the previous verses, one 

realizes that they hold tremendous insight.  For, as you learned in chapter 

nine, God clearly informed the Israelites that in choosing and thus setting 

His love upon their forefather, Jacob, He indirectly chose and set His 

love upon them.  Moreover, since God chose to establish His covenant 

with Jacob, the Israelites automatically became the recipients of the 

covenant and steadfast love that God had sworn to their forefathers. 

To keep things in perspective, you must call up yet another truth that 

you studied earlier in the series.  I am referring to the fact that neither 

Jacob nor his descendants were worthy of Godôs covenant choice or 

Godôs steadfast love.  On the contrary, God chose them, loved them and 

established His covenant with them as Jacob traveled to Haran in order to 

keep the oath which He had sworn to Abraham and Isaac.  Therefore, it 

stands to reason that since God did not feel that Jacob and His 

descendants were any more worthy or deserving of His covenant choice 

and love than Esau and his descendants, Godôs choice could not have had 

its roots in prejudice.  The very notion that it did is silly.  For, we are 

dealing with two sons who were of the same parents, race and religion 

and who were both equally unworthy and undeserving of Godôs covenant 

choice. 

Being able to view the whole scenario with hindsight, the apostle 

Paul was acutely aware that like Godôs choice of Jacob and his 

descendants as Jacob traveled to Haran, Godôs earlier prediction in 

Genesis 25:23 (that is, Godôs prediction that the nation of Edom would 

serve the nation of Israel) was not based on prejudice.  For, in the very 

next text that you will read, when referring to the previously mentioned 

forecast, Paul leaves no doubt of the fact that Godôs prediction in 

Genesis 25:23 had nothing to do with one founder being more worthy or 

deserving than the other. 

You already know why one of the unborn founders could not have 

been more worthy than the other.  You know that neither founder had 

anything to do with Godôs announcement in Genesis 25:23, ñéthe elder 

shall serve the younger,ò for, God made His prediction before the 

founders of either Edom or Israel were born.  Moreover, God 

deliberately made His forecast to Rebekah before the twins were born so 

that there would be no doubt in anyoneôs mind that His prediction was 

not based on partiality or prejudice, but rather, it was based on Godôs 
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own need to further His own future purpose.  Read Paulôs words from 

the Holy Bible, King James Version. 

Romans 9:10-12  (King James Version.) 

10And not only this; but when Rebecca also had 

conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 

11(For the children being not yet born, neither having 

done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 

according to election might stand, not of works, but of 

him that calleth;) 

12It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the 

younger. 

Notice in verses eleven and twelve that Paulôs whole emphasis is on 

God making His statement ñThe elder shall serve the youngerò in order 

to further carry out His own purpose of election.  Consider what Godôs 

purpose of election involves.  It involves God fulfilling His sacred 

promises to Abraham and thus accomplishing His will upon the earth.  

God foretold that the nation of Israel would one day rule over the nation 

of Edom so that He could fulfill His predictions and His promises to 

Abraham through the nation with whom He would later establish His 

covenant. 

Paul also stated in verse eleven that Godôs announcement to Rebekah 

regarding the two nations in her womb had nothing whatsoever to do 

with any good work that Israelôs founder, Jacob, had so far done or any 

evil work that Edomôs founder, Esau, had so far done.  How could any 

good or evil work done by either founder of those nations have had any 

bearing on Godôs prediction when God had foretold that future situation 

before either child was born?  The truth is, as I said earlier and as the 

apostle Paul reiterated, God made His prediction that the decendants of 

one twin would be in servitude to the descendants of the other in order 

further to carry out His own purpose and not because of any good or evil 

work that either of the unborn founders of those two nations had so far 

done. 

Paulôs words in verse eleven regarding God making His prediction in 

Genesis 25:23 in order to promote His own purpose are entirely 

Scriptural.  As a matter of fact, hundreds of years earlier, the prophet 

Isaiah had made that same point.  Isaiah even went a step further.  He let 

it be known that all Godôs forecasts and His fulfillment of them are 

intended to further Godôs own purpose and desires.  See this truth for 

yourself in the following text. 
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Isaiah 46:9-10  (The Amplified Bible.) 

9[Earnestly] remember the former things, [which I did] 

of old; for I am God, and there is no one else; I am God, 

and there is none like Me, 

10Declaring the end and the result from the beginning, 

and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 

saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My 

pleasure and purpose. 

God predicts the future to show that His counsel will stand no matter 

what.  Men have nothing whatsoever to do with it.  God will bring to 

pass all that He has spoken.  For, He alone can forecast what will be in 

the future and then make His predictions come true.  And, God makes 

His predictions so that neither boastful men nor graven images can take 

credit for that which He alone has done.  Read in the next verses in The 

Amplified Bible what the Lord Himself says on this matter. 

Isaiah 48:3-8  (The Amplified Bible.) 

3 I have declared from the beginning the former things 

[which happened in times past to Israel]; they went 

forth from My mouth and I made them known; then 

suddenly I did them, and they came to pass [says the 

Lord]. 

4 Because I knew that you were obstinate, and your neck 

was an iron sinew and your brow was brass, 

5 Therefore I have declared things to come to you from 

of old; before they came to pass I announced them to 

you, so that you could not say, My idol has done them, 

and my graven image and my molten image have 

commanded them. 
6 You have heard [these things foretold], now you see 

this fulfillment .  And will you not bear witness to it?  I 

show you specified new things from this time forth, even 

hidden things [kept in reserve] which you have not 

known. 

7 They are created now [called into being by the 

prophetic word], and not long ago; and before today 

you have never heard of them, lest you should say, 

Behold, I knew them! 

8 Yes, you have never heard, yes, you have never known; 

yes, from of old your ear has not been opened.  For I, the 

Lord, knew that you, O house of Israel, dealt very 
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treacherously; you were called a transgressor and a 

rebel [in revolt] from your birth. 

Surely Godôs Word speaks for itself, fully explaining that as it is 

with all Godôs other predictions, Godôs forecast in Genesis 25:23 that the 

nation of Edom would serve the nation of Israel had nothing to do with 

partiality or prejudice.  Godôs disclosure in that verse was made in order 

to further carry out His own purpose and desire regarding His covenant 

with Abraham and Isaac.  Neither of the unborn twins in Rebekahôs 

womb had anything to do with Godôs prediction.  Without a doubt, Godôs 

inspired Word in Isaiah 46:9-10 and Isaiah 48:3-8 puts that argument to 

rest. 

 

You are now in possession of even more insight into Godôs statement 

in Malachi 1:2, ñI have loved you, says the Lord.  Yet you say, How and 

in what way have You loved us?  Was not Esau Jacobôs brother? says the 

Lord; yet I loved Jacob (Israel).ò  However, you may still be wrestling 

with other issues that pertain to Godôs previous statement in Malachi.  

You might be thinking, ñYes, I do now have more understanding as to 

why God said He loved Jacob (Israel).  Nevertheless, God loving Jacob 

and his descendants still does not explain His statement in Malachi 1:3, 

óI have hated Esau.ô  I need to know exactly what God meant by those 

words.  I need to know why God hated Esau.ò 

The best way I know to begin to explain Godôs statement, ñI have 

hated Esauéò is to once again refer you to the Holy Bible, King James 

Version.  We will read Malachi 1:2-5 from that translation.  The 

importance of temporarily using the King James Version is to keep you 

from being unnecessarily distracted by the additional aids provided by 

The Amplified Bible translators. 

Malachi 1:2-5  (King James Version.) 

2I have loved you, saith the Lord.  Yet ye say, Wherein 

hast thou loved us?  Was not Esau Jacobôs brother? 

saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, 

Earlier, I reminded you of three points to keep in mind while you 

again study Malachi 1:1-5.  One of those three points was that Godôs 

words in Malachi 1:1-5 included the future descendants of Jacob and 

Esau rather than just the two brothers.  In verse two, Godôs words 

pertained to Jacob, the individual, and Esau, the individual, only in the 

sense that God was trying to convey to the Israelites that in choosing and 

thus loving their forefather, Jacob, as he traveled to Haran, He had 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

161 

inevitably chosen and loved them.  However, in verses three through 

five, God switches His attention to the descendants of Esau. 

If you are to correctly understand the true contents of Malachi 1:1-5, 

it is imperative that you comprehend my last statement regarding God 

turning the focus of His comments toward the descendants of Esau in 

the last three verses of that text.  Absolute proof of what I just said 

regarding God transferring His comments toward the descendants of 

Esau can be seen in Malachi 1:3-5.  For, as you study those verses, you 

will then realize that God never did to Esau the things mentioned in 

those three verses.  However, as you will soon see in the Scriptures, 

God did do those things to Esauôs descendants. 

Remembering that in the next verses of Malachi chapter one, God is 

speaking of Esauôs descendants whom He actually addresses by the 

names Esau and Edom; let us continue reading. 

3And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his 

heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. 

4Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will 

return and build the desolate places; thus saith the Lord 

of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and 

they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The 

people against whom the Lord hath indignation for 

ever. 

5And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The Lord will 

be magnified from the border of Israel. 

As I said earlier, God never hated nor did He remain angry forever 

with Esau, the individual.  Neither did God punish the twin, Esau, in the 

manner described in the previous three verses.  No!  No!  No!  It was the 

descendants of Esau (Edom) whom God hated and punished so 

severely, not Esau the individual. 

 

Now that you comprehend that in Malachi 1:3-5 God is referring to 

Esauôs descendants, you are ready to learn exactly what the descendants 

of Esau did to deserve Godôs hatred and to incur Godôs never ending 

wrath.  You will then know beyond a doubt that Godôs hatred was 

directed toward the nation Esau founded and not toward Esau, the 

unborn baby.  I repeat, God did not hate Esau, the individual. God 

hated Esau, the nation.  Furthermore, you are about to see Scriptural 

evidence which proves that Godôs hatred of the nation of Edom is 

absolutely justified. 
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I will now clarify my previous statement regarding Godôs hatred of 

Edom being justified.  I will also provide additional Scripture to further 

confirm the truth that it was Esauôs descendants and not Esau the child 

whom God hated.  I will place the previously mentioned Scriptural 

evidence before you piece by piece.  You can rest assured that when I 

have finished presenting all the following facts, there will be no doubt 

remaining in your mind as to why God stated that He hated Esau (that is, 

why God stated that He hated the nation of Edom).  For you will fully 

realize that Godôs hatred was indeed justified. 

In order to provide you with an overall view of events, I refer you to 

an earlier period in history.  We will begin at the point in time when, 

with his motherôs approval and aid, Jacob deceptively acquired the eldest 

sonôs blessing from his father, Isaac.  Under normal circumstances, tribal 

tradition would have required that Esau receive Isaacôs blessing.  

However, these were not normal circumstances. 

Pay close attention as you read the words that Isaac pronounced over 

Jacob from the Holy Bible, King James Version.  For, the first piece of 

promised evidence is within the contents of the previously mentioned 

blessing. 

Genesis 27:28-29  (King James Version.) 

28Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the 

fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine: 

29Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: 

be lord over thy brethren, and let thy motherôs sons 

bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, 

and blessed be he that blesseth thee. 

Part of the inspired prophetic blessing that Isaac conferred upon his 

son, Jacob, was ñébe lord over thy brethren, and let thy motherôs sons 

bow down to theeé.ò However, there is no Biblical record of Esau, the 

individual, ever bowing down to his brother Jacob.  On the other hand, 

we are informed in Genesis 33:3-8 that on one occasion Jacob did bow 

down before Esau, calling him ñémy lord.ò  So, do those recorded 

Biblical facts mean that Isaacôs prophecy never came to pass?  No!  Of 

course not!  You see, Isaac was not speaking about Jacob, the individual, 

being lord over his twin brother, Esau.  Nor was he speaking about Esau, 

the individual, bowing down to his twin, Jacob.  Rather, as the Lord did 

in Genesis 25:23, Isaac was referring to Esauôs descendants.  Isaac was 

foretelling how in the future Esauôs descendants (the Edomites) would 

bow down in servitude before Jacobôs descendants (the Israelites).  Isaac 

was prophesying that the time would come when the Israelites would 

rule over the Edomites. 
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You now possess a fuller understanding of what Jacobôs blessing did 

and did not entail.  However, Esau also received a blessing from his 

father, Isaac.  So, let us shift our attention to the substance of the blessing 

that Esau acquired. 

Genesis 27:37-40  (King James Version.) 

37And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I 

have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I 

given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have 

I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my 

son? 

38And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one 

blessing, my father?  bless me, even me also, O my 

father.  And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 

39And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, 

Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, 

and of the dew of heaven from above; 

40And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 

brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have 

the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off 

thy neck. 

The first point to notice is seen in verse forty.  Isaac prophesied, 

ñéby thy sword shalt thou liveé.ò  Isaac was informing his son Esau 

that his future descendants would live by destroying and plundering other 

peoples.  It is imperative that you retain that truth, because you will need 

to call it up later in the lesson. 

The second point to be aware of is that in the previously mentioned 

verse, verse forty, Isaac prophesied that Esau (the nation of Edom) would 

serve his brother Jacob (the nation of Israel).  Furthermore, he told Esau 

that the day would eventually come when the nation of Edom would 

possess the power to free itself from that yoke of servitude. 

Once again, I remind you that Esau, the individual, was never bound 

in servitude to Jacob.  Therefore, Esau never needed the prophesied 

power to free himself from a yoke that he never wore.  However, later 

in the lesson, you will learn that Esauôs descendants, the Edomites, 

completely fulfilled Isaacôs inspired prophecy. 

By now you understand that both of Isaacôs blessings simply 

confirmed the words that God had previously spoken to Rebecca in 

Genesis 25:23.  So as you again read verse twenty-three, keep in mind 

that God is referring to the descendants of Esau and Jacob, not the 

unborn babies.  To aid you, I have again accented Godôs words in verse 
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twenty-three which emphasize that fact.  We will read from the Holy 

Bible, King James Version. 

Genesis 25:23  (King James Version.) 

23And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy 

womb, and two manner of people shall be separated 

from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger 

than the other people, and the elder shall serve the 

younger. 

Not only was God Himself the first to foretell that in the due course 

of time the nation of Edom would end up being in servitude to Israel, but 

in doing so, God again proved that He had foreknowledge of all future 

events that pertained to those two nations.  Before either founder of those 

nations was born, our all-knowing God knew which one of the twins was 

the founder of His chosen covenant nation (Israel).  He also knew which 

one of the twins was the founder of the Edomite nation, the nation which 

would eventually end up serving His chosen people.  However, God did 

not establish His Abrahamic covenant with Jacob and his decendants at 

that time.  As you saw earlier in the series, God set His love upon the 

Israelites and made His covenant choice known to Jacob when he was 

grown and on his way to Haran. 

 

Esauôs descendants, the Edomites, turned out to be an evil bunch of 

people.  Consequently, it was partly because of the wicked deeds that 

they perpetrated upon Godôs covenant people, Israel, that God came to 

hate them, destroy them and make them no promise of future mercy.  

Any good Bible encyclopedia or Bible dictionary will back up what I just 

said regarding the Edomitesô wickedness, their eventual destruction and 

God making no allowances for their forgiveness. 

One particular incident which reveals the type of wicked behavior 

that characterizes the Edomites and which is partly responsible for Godôs 

hatred of that nation is recorded in the book of Numbers.  The incident I 

am referring to took place soon after Godôs people had exited Egypt.  

That fact alone made the whole episode extremely sad since the Israelites 

were still unsettled and therefore must have felt extremely vulnerable. 

Esauôs descendants on the other hand, were by then firmly 

established as a nation in the land of Edom (or Mount Seir).  They were 

ruled by a monarchical form of government.  Thus, it was to the king of 

Edom that the Israelites presented their petition for safe passage through 

Edomite territory. 



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

165 

Keep in mind that the Edomites and Israelites were related to each 

other.  They had the same forefathers, namely Abraham and Isaac.  The 

Edomites were also aware of Israelôs four hundred years of affliction and 

oppression and their miraculous deliverance from Egypt by the hand of 

God.  It was because of those two points that the Israelites naturally 

assumed that the Edomites would respond kindly to their needy plight, 

grant their request and mercifully extend to them safe passage through 

their land.  But as you will read in the subsequent verses, neither 

kindness nor mercy was what Israel received at their hands. 

Numbers 20:14-21  (The Amplified Bible.) 

14 And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the 

King of Edom, saying, Thus says your kinsman Israel: 

You know all the adversity and birth pangs that have 

come upon us [as a nation]: 

15How our fathers went down to Egypt; we dwelt there a 

long time, and the Egyptians dealt evilly with us and our 

fathers. 

16But when we cried to the Lord, He heard us and sent 

an angel and brought us forth out of Egypt.  Now 

behold, we are in Kadesh, a city on your countryôs edge. 

17Let us pass, I pray you, through your country.  We will 

not pass through field or vineyard, or drink of the water 

of the wells.  We will go along the kingôs highway; we 

will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we 

have passed your borders. 

18But Edom said to him, You shall not go through, lest 

I come out against you with the sword. 
19And the Israelites said to him, We will go by the 

highway, and if I and my livestock drink of your water, I 

will pay for it.  Only let me pass through on foot, nothing 

else. 

20But Edom said, You shall not go through.  And 

Edom came out against Israel with many people and a 

strong hand. 

21Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through 

his territory, so Israel turned away from him. 

Had their hearts been right, the Edomites could have used their 

strategic advantage for good.  They could have used their position to 

advance Godôs purpose for selecting the Israelites.  However, in their 

hatred of Israel, they chose to oppose Godôs will and purpose by 

blocking the Israelitesô access to the Promised Land.  They cared nothing 
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for the spiritual aspect of the situation.  Neither did they give any thought 

to the consequences of their sinful actions.  To put it bluntly, they 

exhibited the same character defects that their forefather and founder, 

Esau, had displayed. 

You will recall that Esau lived only for the present.  He proved that 

he cared nothing for spiritual things when he impulsively and 

thoughtlessly sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil stew.  By so doing, 

Esau relinquished his position as future spiritual head of the household. 

Likewise by their actions, Esauôs descendants considered Godôs 

sacred Abrahamic covenant and Godôs chosen covenant people as being 

insignificant compared to the momentary gratification that the immediate 

situation afforded them.  You see, they were so absorbed in their hatred 

of Israel that they took more pleasure in slighting and injuring the 

Israelites than they did in doing right and pleasing the God of their 

forefathers, Abraham and Esau.  They had cultivated animosity, hate and 

anger until their all-consuming hatred had turned them into unmerciful, 

irrational brutes and put them in opposition to God and His word. 

You will recall that part of Godôs prediction regarding Esau (Edom) 

and Jacob (Israel) in Genesis 25:23 reads, ñéthe one people shall be 

stronger than the other peopleé.ò  Numbers 20:14-21 reveals that the 

nation of Edom was indeed stronger than the nation of Israel.  Verse 

twenty of that text reads, ñéAnd Edom came out against Israel with 

many people and a strong hand.ò 

Since the Israelites were not a war-like people and were therefore no 

threat to Edom, there was absolutely no excuse for Edomôs hostile and 

aggressive behavior.  At that time, the descendants of Esau had an 

opportunity to use their superior strength to defend and aid Godôs chosen 

people and in doing so promote Godôs will and purpose on the earth.  

However, they chose instead to do the opposite.  They sinned against 

God and Godôs chosen people, Israel.  The Edomites chose to use their 

strength in a totally derogative manner.  They used their physical might 

to oppose Godôs will and purpose.  

 

To this point, you have only seen a glimpse of why, in           Malachi 

1:3-5, God stated that He hated the descendants of Esau, that He would 

destroy them, and that He would never cease being angry with them.  

Therefore, in order to provide you with a broader view of Godôs reasons 

for making such statements, we will continue to briefly trace Edomôs 

treacherous behavior throughout the annals of Bible history. 
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It was approximately four hundred years after Edomôs abusive 

confrontation with Israel before Esauôs descendants are again mentioned 

in the Bible.  Nevertheless, the following text leaves no doubt that those 

four hundred years had not in the least changed Edomôs attitude toward 

Israel.  Edom remained Israelôs staunch enemy.  Thus, in an effort to put 

a stop to Edomôs continual raiding of the Promised Land, King Saul went 

out to do battle with Esauôs descendants. 

I Samuel 14:47-48  (The Amplified Bible.) 

47When Saul took over the kingdom of Israel, he fought 

against all his enemies on every side:  Moab, the 

Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the 

Philistines.  Wherever he turned, he made it worse for 

them. 

48He did valiantly and smote the Amalekites, and 

delivered Israel out of the hands of those who 

plundered them. 

Notice the highlighted portions of the previous verses.  As well as 

accentuating the word ñEdom,ò I also accented the portion  that reads, 

ñHe did valiantly and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of 

the hands of those who plundered them.ò  I stressed those points 

because they are the fulfillment of part of the inspired prophetic blessing 

that Isaac placed upon Esau in Genesis 27:40.   

There is a footnote for Genesis 27:41 in The Amplified Bible which  

informs  us  that  the  Amalekites  (mentioned  in  I Samuel 14:48) 

were also descendants of Esau.  As a matter of fact, if you read Genesis 

36:16, you will see that Amalek was the grandson of Esau and one of the 

tribal chiefs of Edom.  My next point will show you why that 

information is so important to the present study. 

You will recall that part of the prophetic blessing that Isaac gave to 

Esau was that Esauôs descendants would live by destroying and 

plundering other nations.  Isaac predicted, ñAnd by thy sword shalt thou 

liveé.ò (Genesis 27:40, King James Version.)  I Samuel 14:47-48 leaves 

no doubt that Isaacôs prophecy did come true.  Not only did Esauôs 

descendants live by the sword, but they even plundered Godôs own 

chosen nation, Israel.  Sadly, the Edomitesô actions again proved that 

they cared nothing for Godôs name or Godôs solemn Abrahamic oath or 

Godôs chosen covenant people.  They were wicked through and through.  

Furthermore, they were totally absorbed in their hatred of Godôs chosen 

covenant people, Israel. 
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Most Bible scholars agree that the Edomitesô hatred of the Israelites 

stemmed from the conflict that arose between the founders of both their 

nations (that is, the founders, Jacob and Esau).  However, Bible teachers 

have failed to educate the Church regarding the fact that the Edomitesô 

hatred of Israel was totally unfounded.  Therefore, let me take a few 

moments to correct their unintentional yet harmful neglect by showing 

you that there was no rational basis for Edomôs anger and hostility 

toward Israel. 

(1) Neither Esau nor his descendants were deprived of their intended 

position because Jacob ended up with the eldest brotherôs blessing.  For, 

as you now know, the predicted roles that Edom and Israel were destined 

to perform during a certain specified future period had been foretold 

before the founders of either nation were born.  God had informed 

Rebecca, ñéthe elder shall serve the younger.ò  Therefore, there was 

absolutely no way that those roles could have been reversed.  Neither the 

Edomites nor the Israelites had any control over Godôs decision.  The 

choice was Godôs alone.  Edom would be in servitude to Israel ñéin 

order further to carry out Godôs purpose of selection.ò  (Romans 9:11, 

The Amplified Bible.)  Since the twins were yet unborn and had done no 

good or evil, in this instance, the emphasis should be on Godôs purpose 

of selection (that is, Godôs purpose for selecting one nation to serve and 

the other to be served) rather than who He selected.  And as you now 

know, Godôs purpose for selecting Israel to be served by the nation of 

Edom was to promote His Abrahamic covenant through the nation of 

Israel.  Therefore, when blessing his son Esau, Isaac was compelled by 

the spirit of God to prophetically confirm Godôs prediction in Genesis 

25:23.  In this case, in order to carry out Godôs future purpose, both 

nations were selected.  One nation was called to serve and the other was 

called to be served. 

The fact is that since Edomôs founder was ñthe elder,ò the Edomites 

could never have swapped places with the Israelites.  They could never 

have altered their fate regarding the servitude issue.  In Genesis 25:23 

God had predicted exactly how the future would turn out and no man 

could have undone that which God had foretold.  In order further to carry 

out His own purpose, God had stated, ñéthe elder shall serve the 

younger.ò  So as you can see, neither Esau nor his descendants, the 

Edomites, had anything stolen from them as a result of Jacobôs actions.  

Therefore, they had absolutely no reason to be angry with his 

descendants, the Israelites. 

(2) If the Edomitesô cycle of hatred was perpetrated upon the 

Israelites because of Esauôs hatred of Jacob mentioned in Genesis 27:41, 

then again, their hatred was unjustified.  You see, Esauôs anger was 

really the result of his dissatisfaction with the contents of the prophetic 
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blessing that Isaac had placed upon him.  Esau blamed Jacob for the 

servitude that Isaac had prophetically pronounced upon his descendants 

(Edom).  Esau did not want his future descendants bowing down in 

servitude to his brotherôs future descendants.  However, again, Esauôs 

hatred of Jacob was unjustified.  For Isaac was simply confirming that 

which God had already told to Rebecca before the twins were even born, 

ñéthe elder shall serve the younger.ò 

Even if Esau had made it back in time to receive the eldest sonôs 

blessing, Isaacôs words over him would have been completely different 

than those inspired words which he spoke over Jacob.  The bottom line is 

that one way or the other, the same result would have been achieved.  

You see, things had to turn out just as they did because, before the twins 

were born, God had already foretold how things would be.  And, God 

always speaks the truth. 

With the insight you now possess, read carefully Esauôs angry words 

in the Holy Bible, King James Version.  Then you will understand all that 

I have said regarding Esauôs anger resulting from his displeasure with the 

prophetic announcement of servitude that Isaac had pronounced upon his 

descendants, the nation of Edom. 

Genesis 27:41  (King James Version.) 

41And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing 

wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his 

heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; 

then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

(3) Jacob and Esau eventually made peace.  They wept on each 

otherôs shoulders.  When, after their reunion the two brothers again 

parted, there was absolutely no animosity, hostility or problems of any 

kind between them.  Each had apparently accepted the foretold         

God-ordained roles that their future descendants would play in Godôs 

overall plan.  Therefore, since no bad feelings existed between the two 

brothers, there remained no hostility or hatred to kindle the Edomitesô 

fiery family feud.  The fact is that even later when Esau moved away 

from Jacob and Canaan, his decision to leave the Promised Land was not 

based on nor the result of sibling strife.  Rather, Esauôs departure from 

Canaan was based solely on his own need to provide adequate grazing 

land for his animals.  See this for yourself in the following text. 

Genesis 36:6-8  (The Amplified Bible. 

6Now Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and 

all the members of his household, his cattle, all his 

beasts, and all his possessions which he had obtained in 
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the land of Canaan, and he went into a land away from 

his brother Jacob. 

7For their great flocks and herds and possessions 

[which they had collected] made it impossible for them 

to dwell together; the land in which they were strangers 

could not support them because of their livestock. 

8So Esau dwelt in the hill country of Seir; Esau is Edom. 

The Edomites had obviously contrived reasons to hate Israel out of 

the wicked imaginations of their own hearts.  Thus, we are forced to 

assume it was really the truth God had spoken to Rebekah and that Isaac 

later prophetically confirmed that they really hated.  Under no 

circumstances were the Edomites willing to subject themselves to Godôs 

will in the area of their being subservient to Israel.  However, the 

innocent Israelites were the ones who took the thrashing for Edomôs 

discontentment with Godôs word.  The Edomites sinfully took out their 

anger, frustration and dissatisfaction with Godôs prediction on His 

innocent chosen covenant people.  Yet, however twisted their rationale, 

the Edomites convinced themselves that they had every reason to 

continue to hate and harass Godôs chosen people. 

 

In time, by the hand of God, David did acquire for Israel temporary 

relief from Edomôs hostility.  That relief came through the fulfillment of 

Godôs word to Rebekah and segments of the inspired prophetic blessings 

that Isaac had given to Jacob and Esau.   

(1)  God informed Rebekah in Genesis 25:23, ñéthe elder shall 

serve the younger.ò 

(2)  Isaac confirmed Godôs word to Rebekah in his blessing upon 

Jacob in Genesis 27:29, ñ...be lord over thy brethren, and let thy 

motherôs sons bow down to theeé.ò 

(3)  Again, Isaac confirmed Godôs word to Rebekah in Genesis 27:37 

when he said to Esau, ñBehold, I have made him thy lord, and all his 

brethren have I given to him for servants;ò and also in Genesis 27:40, 

ñAnd by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother.ò 

Esauôs descendants were destined to serve Jacobôs descendants.  

Thus, Godôs prediction eventually came to pass through King David.  

The Edomites became the servants of the Israelites, ushering in the 

previously mentioned temporary period of relief from Edomôs 

harassment and hostilities that Israel so desperately needed. 
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II Samuel 8:13-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13David won renown.  When he returned he slew 18,000 

Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 

14He put garrisons throughout all Edom, and all the 

Edomites became his servants.  And the Lord preserved 

and gave victory to [him] wherever he went. 

The Edomite thorn in Israelôs flesh had been pulled out.  However, 

Godôs intervention in that situation involved more than Israelôs personal 

comfort and security.  It involved God carrying out His purpose of 

election.  The nation of Israel had been chosen to promote Godôs 

covenant with Abraham.  And, God had made it known to Rebekah that 

the Edomites would be used to help Israel accomplish His purpose in that 

area.  And that, my friend, is why God predicted, ñéthe elder shall serve 

the younger.ò 

The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible under the 

heading ñEdomò gives you insight into exactly how the nation of Edom 

fit into Godôs plan at the time of their subjugation.  They not only 

fulfilled Godôs word to Rebekah and Isaacôs prophetic blessings over his 

two sons, but they also had a part in fulfilling Godôs word to King 

Solomon regarding the material wealth that God promised to give to him. 

The subjugation of Edom marked 

an important stage of economic growth 

of the kingdom under Solomon, for not 

merely did he secure control of the rich 

caravan trade by this means, but also 

made possible the exploitation of the 

copper and iron mines of the territoryé. 

I think the previous brief excerpt proves that Davidôs conquering 

Edom and subsequently bringing the Edomites into the prophesied 

servitude (II Samuel 8:14) played a much larger role in Godôs overall 

plan than merely providing Israel with a measure of relief.  And that is 

why once God had used the Edomitesô forced labor to further carry out 

His purpose of election (that is, to promote His Abrahamic covenant 

through His chosen people, the Israelites), the final section of Isaacôs 

prophetic blessing concerning Esauôs descendants came true.  You will 

recall that Isaac prophesied over Esau, ñéit shall come to pass when 

thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off 

thy neck.ò  (Genesis 27:40.)  In the following text, you will see that in 

time the yoke of servitude which Israel had placed upon Edomôs neck 

was indeed broken.   
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II Kings 8:20-22  (The Amplified Bible.) 

20In his days, Edom revolted from the rule of Judah and 

set up a king over themselves. 

21So Jehoram [of Judah] went over to Zair with all his 

chariots.  He and his chariot commanders rose up by 

night and slew the Edomites who had surrounded them; 

and [escaping] his army fled home. 

22So Edom revolted from the rule of Judah to this day.  

Then Libnah revolted at the same time. 

 

II Kings 8:22 is proof that Isaacôs blessing in Genesis 27:40 did 

indeed come true.  As prophesied, Esauôs descendants broke the yoke of 

servitude that Israel had put upon their neck.  However, after they were 

free, Edomôs hatred of Israel persisted.  The descendants of Esau took 

pleasure in taking advantage of Israelôs suffering.  They waited for 

opportunities to shed the blood of Godôs people, choosing times of 

calamity.  They actually enjoyed watching Israelôs humiliation and pain.  

A glimpse of Edomôs mistreatment of Israel can be seen in the following 

text.  We will read the first eleven verses of that text from The Living 

Bible. 

If you want to see what the face of real prejudice looks like, then fix 

your attention on the evil character of Edom (also known as Mount Seir).  

You will then understand why God hated Esau (Edom) and why He 

swore that He would never stop being angry with that nation. 

Ezekiel 35:1-15  (The Living Bible.) 

1Again a message came from the Lord.  He said: 

2Son of dust, face toward Mount Seir and prophesy 

against the people saying; 
3The Lord God says: I am against you and I will smash 

you with my fist and utterly destroy you. 

4,5Because you hate my people Israel, I will demolish 

your cities and make you desolate, and then you shall 

know I am the Lord.  You butchered my people when 

they were helpless, when I had punished them for all 

their sins. 

6As I live, the Lord God says, since you enjoy blood so 

much, I will give you a blood bathðyour turn has come!   
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7I will utterly wipe out the people of Mount Seir, killing 

off all those who try to escape and all those who return. 

8I will fill your mountains with the deadðyour hills, 

your valleys and your rivers will be filled with those the 

sword has killed. 

9Never again will you revive.  You will be abandoned 

forever; your cities will never be rebuilt.  Then you shall 

know I am the Lord. 

10For you said, óBoth Israel and Judah shall be mine.  

We will take possession of them.  What do we care that 

God is there!ô 
11Therefore as I live, the Lord God says, I will pay back 

your angry deeds with mineðI will punish you for all 

your acts of envy and of hate.  And I will honor my 

name in Israel by what I do to you. 

Consider the Edomitesô heinous crimes against Israel that are 

recorded in the previous verses. 

Verses four and five inform you that Mount Seir (the Edomites) 

hated Godôs people so much that they butchered the Israelites when they 

were helpless. 

Verse six lets you know that the Edomites enjoyed spilling the blood 

of Godôs covenant people. 

Verse ten tells you that the Edomites actually boasted how they 

would steal the Promised Land, the land that God had sworn by Himself 

would belong to Israel forever, and keep it for themselves. 

Verse eleven shows you why God stated in Malachi 1:3 that He 

hated Esau (that is, why God stated that He hated the nation that Esau 

founded).  In verse eleven, God foretold that He would repay the 

Edomitesô wickedness by treating them in exactly the same way that 

they had treated Israel.  Thus, because the Edomites hated Israel, 

God hated them.  Moreover, because the Edomitesô anger toward 

Israel was unending, so Godôs anger toward Edom is also unending.  

Yes, God hated Esau (Edom) in the same way that Edom had hated 

His chosen people.   

Because the contents of verse eleven is so important, let us also read 

that verse from The Amplified Bible. 

11Therefore, as I live, says the Lord God, I will  deal 

with you according to the anger and envy you showed 

because of your enmity for them, and I will make 
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Myself known among them [as He Who will judge and 

punish] when I judge and punish you. 

Verse eleven in The New International Version reads:  

11Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign 

Lord, I will treat you in accordance with the anger and 

jealousy you showed in your hatred of them... 

You might well ask, ñBut, why was Godôs hatred against Edom so 

severe?  I realize that the Edomites did horrible things to Israel but for 

that matter, so did Israelôs other neighbors.  Yet God never said He hated 

them.  Neither did God say that He would never stop being angry with 

any of the other nations that surrounded Israel.ò 

My friend, when you read verses ten and eleven together, you 

quickly realize that the Edomitesô sin against Israel was not Godôs only 

reason for hating and destroying their nation.  It was also the Edomitesô 

sin against God Himself that made them Godôs hated foe and thus made 

them abhorrent in His sight.  You see, the Edomites knew that God 

actually dwelt among His covenant people.  And yet, they still made their 

wicked plans to destroy Godôs special people and to take possession of 

Godôs Holy Land (Godôs dwelling place). 

Read again verses ten and eleven for yourself and you will see the 

Edomitesô sin against God Almighty and Godôs promised recompense 

for their arrogant and blasphemous behavior. 

Ezekiel 35:10-11  (The Living Bible.) 

10ñFor you said, óBoth Israel and Judah shall be mine.  

We will take possession of them.  What do we care that 

God is there!ô 

11Therefore as I live, the Lord God says, I will pay back 

your angry deeds with mineðI will punish you for all 

your acts of envy and of hate.  And I will honor my name 

in Israel by what I do to you. 

In Ezekiel 35:10-11, God leaves no doubt as to why He hated these 

despicable, blasphemous people, the Edomites.  God gives further 

clarification of His reasons for hating Edom in the next four verses of 

Ezekiel chapter thirty-five.  There, Godôs Word shows you that in hating 

Israel, Edom automatically hated God too.  For, as you know, God had 

established His covenant with the Israelites.  He had set them apart for 

His own purpose.  God needed the elect (the Israelites) to help Him keep 

the promises that He had sworn to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Moreover, 

God loved the Israelites with an everlasting love.  Thus, Edomôs hatred 

and abusive words against Israel were really directed toward God.  



 

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel? 

Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan 

Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com 

175 

And worst of all, with his mouth Edom deliberately blasphemed God 

Almighty.  

Ezekiel 35:12-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

12And you shalt know, understand, and realize that I am 

the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty 

and obedient service],  and that I have heard all your 

revilings and scornful speeches that you have uttered 

against the mountains of Israel, saying, They are laid 

waste and desolate; they are given to us to devour. 

13Thus you have boasted and magnified yourselves 

against Me with your mouth, multiplying your words 

against Me:  I have heard it. 
14Thus says the Lord God; While the whole earth 

rejoices, I will make you a waste and desolation. 

Can there be any doubt as to why God hated the descendants of 

Esau?  They not only spoke evil against Israel, but they also blasphemed 

God Almighty.  They boasted great words against Him.  They even 

threatened to steal the land that God had sworn by a solemn covenant to 

give to Israel forever.  The Edomites (Mount Seir) stood in opposition to 

Godôs word and Godôs will and purpose being carried out on the earth.  

They openly exhibited hatred for God and everything He stood for.  And 

that is why God hated them.  God did not hate the unborn twin Esau.  

No!  God hated his evil, blasphemous, disrespectful, greedy, 

detestable descendants. 

God hated the Edomites so much that He foretold that just as they 

had rejoiced over Israelôs ruin, so, He would rejoice over their horrible 

fate.  Furthermore, God predicted that the whole world would rejoice 

with Him over their deserved destruction.  All Edom rejoiced over 

Israelôs calamity and ruin.  Thus, all the world would rejoice over 

Edomôs ruin.  To show you what I mean, let us read verses fourteen and 

fifteen from The Living Bible. 

Ezekiel 35:14-15  (The Living Bible.) 

14The whole world will rejoice when I make you 

desolate. 

15You rejoiced at Israelôs fearful fate.  Now I will 

rejoice at yours!   You will be wiped out, O people of 

Mount Seir and all who live in Edom!  And then you will 

know I am the Lord! 

When you consider what the Edomites did to Godôs name, Godôs 

chosen covenant people, Godôs land and even the Holy City of God, 
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Jerusalem, you can understand why the Lord made reference to all 

peoples rejoicing at their destruction. 

Another Bible reference that vividly describes Edomôs monstrous 

behavior is the whole book of Obadiah.  We will read only a part of the 

prophet Obadiahôs inspired clarification of events from The Amplified 

Bible.  However, I hope that you will take the time later to read the 

whole book of Obadiah. 

Obadiah 1:10-14  (The Amplified Bible.) 

10For the violence you did against your brother Jacob, 

shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever. 

Notice that God said to the whole nation of Edom, ñFor the violence 

you did against your brother Jacobé.ò  Once again, God was referring 

to Esauôs descendants (the nation of Edom) and the violence that they 

had committed against Jacobôs descendants (the nation of Israel).  Jacob, 

the twin, had died long before the previously mentioned violence against 

His descendants had taken place.  So, it is obvious that God was not 

speaking of the Edomites doing violence to Jacob.  No! As I have already 

stated, God was referring to the violence that Esauôs descendants did 

against the nation that Jacob founded. 

11On the day that you stood aloof [from your brother 

Jacob]ðon the day that strangers took captive his forces 

and carried off his wealth, and foreigners entered into 

his gates and cast lots for Jerusalemðyou were even as 

one of them. 

12But you should not have gloated over your brotherôs 

day, the day when his misfortune came and he was made 

a stranger; you should not have rejoiced over the sons of 

Judah in the day of their ruin; you should not have 

spoken arrogantly in the day of their distress. 

13You should not have entered the gate of My people in 

the day of their calamity and ruin; yes, you should not 

have looked [with delight] on their misery in the day of 

their calamity and ruin, and not have reached after their 

army and their possessions in the day of their calamity 

and ruin. 

14And you should not have stood at the crossway to cut 

off those of Judah who escaped, neither should you have 

delivered up those [of Judah] who remained in the day 

of distress. 
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Are you aware that Esauôs descendants, the Edomites, even delighted 

in seeing Godôs Holy City, Jerusalem, leveled to the ground?  Did you 

know that they verbally yelled out that desire when Jerusalem was 

invaded by her other enemies?  I know your heart will be saddened and 

appalled as you read Davidôs words in the next verses. 

Psalm 137:7  (The Amplified Bible.) 

7Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites, that they 

said in the day of Jerusalemôs fall, Down, down to the 

ground with her! 

You should now understand why, when speaking of Edomôs 

punishment, God said in Ezekiel 35:9, The Living Bible, ñNever again 

will you revive.  You will be abandoned forever; your cities will never 

be rebuilté.ò  In Ezekiel 35:11, God had warned that He would do to 

Edom what she did to His chosen people, Israel.  And God always keeps 

His word.  The Edomites had said, tear down Jerusalem to the ground.  

So, God paid them back by throwing Edom to the ground. 

Is it any wonder that God said He hated Esau (Edom) and that He 

would never cease to be angry with the Edomites?  Is it any wonder that 

God made Edom no promise of mercy for the end of time?  And, is it any 

wonder that Godôs punishment of Edom was so extreme and adamantly 

final?  No!  It is not!   

The next two texts describe the punishment that Edom received.  

Godôs prophetic description is explicit and easy to understand.  It needs 

no amplification.  So read the following details for yourself, and as you 

do, keep in mind the terrible blasphemies and atrocities that Edom 

committed against God and His chosen covenant people.  These reports 

are taken from The Living Bible. 

Isaiah 34:5-17  (The Living Bible.) 

5And when my sword has finished its work in the 

heavens, then watch, for it will fall upon Edom, the 

people I have doomed.  
6The sword of the Lord is sated with blood; it is gorged 

with flesh as though used for slaying lambs and goats for 

sacrifice.  For the Lord will slay a great sacrifice in 

Edom and make a mighty slaughter there. 

7The strongest will perish, young boys and veterans too.  

The land will be soaked with blood, and the soil made 

rich with fat. 

8For it is the day of vengeance, the year of recompense 

for what Edom has done to Israel.   
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9The streams of Edom will be filled with burning pitch, 

and the ground will be covered with fire. 

10This judgment on Edom will never end.  Its smoke will 

rise up forever.  The land will lie deserted from 

generation to generation; no one will live there 

anymore. 

11There the hawks and porcupines will live, and owls 

and ravens.  For God will observe that land and find it 

worthy of destruction.  He will test its nobles and find 

them worthy of death. 
12It will be called ñThe Land of Nothing,ò and its 

princes soon will all be gone. 

13Thorns will overrun the palaces, and nettles will grow 

in its forts, and it will become the haunt of jackals and a 

home for ostriches.   

14The wild animals of the desert will mingle there with 

wolves and hyenas.  Their howls will fill the night.  

There the night-monsters will scream at each other, and 

the demons will come there to rest. 

15There the owl will make her nest and lay her eggs and 

hatch her young and nestle them beneath her wings, and 

the kites will come, each one with its mate. 

As you read the next text, keep in mind that Bozrah was a city in 

Edom. 

Jeremiah 49:7-22  (The Living Bible.) 

7The Lord of Hosts says:  Where are all your wise men 

of days gone by?  Is there not one left in all of Teman? 

8Flee to the remotest part of the desert, O people of 

Dedan; for when I punish Edom, I will punish you! 

9,10Those who gather grapes leave a few for the poor, 

and even thieves donôt take everything, but I will strip 

bare the land of Esau, and there will be no place to 

hide.  Her children, her brothers, her neighborsðall will 

be destroyedðand she herself will perish too. 

11(But I will preserve your fatherless children who 

remain, and let your widows depend upon me.) 

12The Lord said to Edom: If the innocent must suffer, 

how much more must you!  You shall not go unpunished!  

You must drink this cup of judgment! 
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13For I have sworn by my own name, says the Lord, 

that Bozrah shall become heaps of ruins, cursed and 

mocked; and her cities shall be eternal wastes. 
14I have heard this message from the Lord:  He has sent 

a messenger to call the nations to form a coalition 

against Edom and destroy her. 

15I will make her weak among the nations and despised 

by all, says the Lord. 

16You have been fooled by your fame and your pride, 

living there in the mountains of Petra, in the clefts of the 

rocks.  But though you live among the peaks with the 

eagles, I will bring you down, says the Lord. 

17The fate of Edom will be horrible; all who go by will 

be appalled, and gasp at the sight. 
18Your cities will become as silent as Sodom and 

Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, says the Lord.  

No one will live there anymore. 

19I will send against them one who will come like a lion 

from the wilds of Jordan stalking the sheep in the fold. 

Suddenly Edom shall be destroyed, and I will appoint 

over the Edomites the person of my choice.  For who is 

like me and who can call me to account? 

20What shepherd can defy me?  Take note:  The Lord 

will certainly do this to Edom and also the People of 

Temanðeven little children will be dragged away as 

slaves!  It will be a shocking thing to see. 

21The earth shakes with the noise of Edomôs fall; the cry 

of the people is heard as far away as the Red Sea. 

22The one who will come will fly as swift as a vulture 

and will spread his wings against Bozrah.  Then the 

courage of the mightiest warriors will disappear like 

that of women in labor. 

There is an enlightening footnote for Jeremiah 49:13 in The 

Amplified Bible.  It reads as such: 

How except by divine inspiration could 

the prophets have foretold that Edomôs 

desolation would be perpetual?  After 

2,500 years the statement is so literally 

true that in the land of Edom, where 

millions once lived, there are only a few 

people barely existing, and the land is in 
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ruins.  For there was no prophecy that 

Edom would recover ñin the latter daysò 

(Jer. 48:47), as was predicted for Moab 

and Ammon, but Edomôs desolation was 

to be lasting.  The short book of 

Obadiah presents an interesting further 

clarification of Godôs reason for this 

exceptional treatment of Edomé. 

Surely there can be no doubt remaining in your mind as to why God 

stated that He hated Esau (that is, why God stated that He hated the 

descendants of Esau).  And surely you agree with me that Godôs hatred 

was justified even as His never ending anger is completely justified. 

Oh, my friend, open your spiritual eyes and see the truth.  For just as 

surely as the Scriptures reveal why God loves the descendants of Jacob 

(Israel), so they also reveal why He hated the wicked descendants of 

Esau (Edom).  God did not show unfair favoritism nor was He prejudiced 

in His dealings with the twin sons of Isaac.  When the twins were in their 

motherôs womb, God simply made a prediction that the descendants of 

one twin would serve the descendants of the other in order to further His 

own will and purpose on the earth.  Furthermore, God did not show 

partiality or prejudice in making His choice known to Jacob as he 

traveled to Haran.  Godôs motives were pure.  He simply wanted to keep 

covenant with Abraham and Isaac.  So, in order to keep His word, He 

established His covenant with one of Isaacôs undeserving twin sons.  

Yes, God loved and chose Jacob. 

Because you have the inspired Scriptures, you are able to see with 

hindsight the wisdom of Godôs prediction to Rebekah that the nation of 

Edom would serve the nation of Israel.  You are also able to see with 

hindsight Godôs wisdom in making His covenant choice known to Jacob 

as he journeyed to Haran.  Whereas, it was with foresight that God made 

His prediction to Rebekah that the Edomites would serve the Israelites.  

It was also with foresight that God later made known His covenant 

choice to Jacob as he traveled to Haran. 

Though at times the descendants of Jacob have done very wickedly, 

your being able to view Bible history with hindsight should convince you 

that the Israelites were still the better candidate to help God keep His 

promises to Abraham and thus fulfill His plan for all mankind.  On the 

other hand, the Edomitesô character, which God later revealed on the 

pages of His Word, makes it clear to any intelligent reader that the 

Edomite nation was not the best prospect for the job.  After all, you saw 

for yourself in the previous Scriptures that Edomôs disposition would not 

have aided God in fulfilling His overall plan.  Rather, the Edomites 
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would have worked to try to defeat Godôs will and purpose just as surely 

as they did in those recorded instances that you studied earlier. 

I ask you, my friend, with the knowledge you now possess, if you 

were in Godôs shoes and you yourself were faced with making the same 

decision that God was faced with, which nation would you choose to 

help you accomplish your purpose for all mankind?  Would you choose 

Edom or Israel?  You would of course choose Israel.  For, despite 

Israelôs failings and the fact that like Edom, Israel was unworthy and 

undeserving of Godôs covenant love and choice, with your 

foreknowledge, you would know that Israel was still the better candidate 

for the job. 

 

Godôs reasons for predicting that Esauôs descendants would be in 

servitude to Jacobôs descendants should now be crystal clear to you.  

Before the twins were born, God predicted that Esau (that is, the nation 

of Edom) would serve Jacob (Israel) in order to further His own purpose.  

Furthermore, God made that prediction because He did not want the 

descendants of either nation trying to take credit for what He would bring 

to pass.  (Isaiah 46:9-10, Isaiah 48:3-8.)  Thus, as I said earlier, unlike 

those who practice prejudice, Godôs decision that Edom would serve 

Israel was not antagonistic in design or effect.  On the contrary, Godôs 

judgment was reasonable.  Yes, His judgment was formed with 

knowledge and made only after careful examination of all the facts. 

Godôs prediction was undoubtedly righteous and undeniably wise.  

We should praise God for making and fulfilling such an intelligent, 

logical, practical, thoughtful and merciful prediction.  Yes, we should 

praise God for making a prediction that would inevitably help to clear 

His name, fulfill His promise to Abraham and eventually benefit all 

mankind.  Praise be to our all-knowing, all-wise, wonderful God!  Praise 

Him because His reasons (that is, His motives behind His prediction to 

Rebekah) were altogether good and right.  

 

You now have insight into Godôs purpose for loving and choosing 

the founder of the Israelite nation and his descendants, the Israelites, as 

Jacob traveled to Haran.  Godôs objective was to fulfill His solemn oath 

to His friend, Abraham.  God did not hate Esau or his descendants when 

He chose and set His love upon Jacob and his descendants.  God never 

hated Esau the individual.  Furthermore, it was hundreds of years after 

Esauôs death that God developed hatred for the nation that Esau had 

founded (that is, for Edom).   
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You were also given a glimpse of Godôs reasons behind His earlier 

prediction to Rebekah in Genesis 25:23.  It is obvious that God 

considered all the facts.  He took into consideration the future characters 

of both nations struggling in Rebekahôs womb.  And, though at that 

point, neither nation was any more worthy or deserving than the other, 

knowing all things, God saw that as difficult as it would be, He could 

better accomplish His future purpose for all mankind by predicting that 

Esauôs descendants would serve Jacobôs descendants rather than the 

other way around.  God simply predicted that He would bring some good 

out of a bad situation. 

As I said earlier, we are able to see the wisdom of Godôs prediction 

to Rebekah with hindsight whereas God, being all-knowing, made His 

prediction using foresight.  For, though neither the Edomites nor the 

Israelites had to that point done any evil or good works to bring about 

Godôs prediction, God knew what the future held.  He knew that Esauôs 

descendants would turn out to be a cruel, rebellious, wicked people. 

Last but not least, you now understand why God made the statement, 

ñI hated Esaué.ò  In Deuteronomy 7:10, Moses said that God ñrepays 

those who hate Him to their face, by destroying them; He will not be 

slack to Him who hates Him, but will requite him to his face.ò  God kept 

His Word in Deuteronomy  7:10.  He repaid to the Edomitesô face the 

same hatred and conduct that they had expressed toward Him by hating 

His chosen people, rejoicing in their calamity, shedding their blood, 

making plans to steal their land and experiencing delight over the fall of 

Jerusalem.  Most of all, God repaid them for their blasphemy and hatred 

against Him and their attempts to defeat His purpose and desire for all 

mankind. 

The end result was that the wickedness and devastation that, in their 

hatred, the Edomites planned for Israel was turned back upon their own 

heads.  God repaid Edom tit for tat, deed for deed, hatred for hatred.  

God continued His punishment until the nation of Edom was utterly 

destroyed, never to rise again. 

After seeing a glimpse of Edomôs wicked character, would you 

rather God have chosen and loved the Edomite nation instead of the 

nation of Israel?  Of course you would not!  The Edomites were wicked 

through and through.  Did you know that the wicked deeds of Esauôs 

descendants are even recorded in the gospels?  For example, King Herod 

the Great was one of Esauôs descendants.  He was the son of an Edumean 

(that is, he was the son of an Edomite).  Edumea is Greek for Edom. 

You will recall that it was King Herod who murdered, in Bethlehem, 

all Israelite infants two years old and under.  Yes, it was an Edomite, a 

descendant of Esau, whom Satan used to try to murder the Messiah.  It 
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was a wicked Edomite whom Satan used in His attempt to kill Yeshua 

before He could reach adulthood and accomplish that which He had 

come to earth to do. 

After the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, all traces of the 

Edomites disappeared.  Thus, Godôs words in Jeremiah 49:21-22 in The 

Living Bible came to pass.  ñThe earth shakes with the noise of Edomôs 

fall; the cry of the people is heard as far away as the Red Sea.  22The one 

who will come will fly as swift as a vulture and will spread his wings 

against Bozrah.  Then the courage of the mightiest warriors will 

disappear like that of women in labor.ò  Truly, the peoples of the earth 

should not mourn over Edomôs fate.  Rather, as God foretold that men 

would do when He destroyed the nation of Edom (Ezekiel 35:14-15), we 

too should rejoice.  We should rejoice over the fact that Godôs righteous 

justice prevailed, and His word was fulfilled.  Moreover, we should learn 

a valuable lesson.  We should learn that those who hurt Godôs covenant 

people hurt the apple of Godôs eye. 

On that note, it seems right to me that I bring this portion of the 

series to a close with a word of comfort and warning.  In chapter nine, 

you saw that for the sake of their forefathers, God loves the Jewish 

people with an everlasting love.  However, Godôs love for the Jewish 

people does not mean that God does not have the capacity to also love 

you and me.  Did not Yeshua Himself say in John 3:16, King James 

Version, ñFor God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.ò 

Nevertheless, as you have seen recorded in the Bible, because of His 

promise to Abraham, God loves the Jewish people with a fixed or 

unchanging love.  So my friend, do not be like the wicked descendants of 

Esau and thus incur Godôs curse.  Do not do harm to Godôs covenant 

people.  And, do not support those who try to harm Israel or those who 

try to lay claim to the land that God swore would belong to Israel 

forever.  For the sake of the Lordôs name and for your own future good, 

learn to love and support Godôs chosen people, the descendants of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Then, you will be truly blessed.  For did not 

God say in Genesis 12:3, ñI will bless those who bless you [who confer 

prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses 

insolent language toward youé.ò 

Edom was cursed.  But my friend, if you are righteous and wise, 

you will make up your mind to be blessed. 
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Chapter 11 

 

WHY DID GOD CHOOSE ABRAHAM? 

 
ñHow much better it is to get skillful and godly Wisdom 

than gold!  And to get understanding is to be chosen 

rather than silver.ò (Proverbs 16:16, The Amplified 

Bible.)  

The preceding ten chapters of this book contain an abundance of the 

two godly qualities mentioned in the previous verse, Proverbs 16:16.  

They contain priceless treasures of wisdom and understanding.  

However, the treasury door is still wide open.  So, I encourage you to 

stay alert as you again pass through it.  For you must do your best to get 

the remaining wisdom and understanding that God has provided for you 

in this series, wisdom and understanding that is better than gold and 

silver. 

Among many other truths, you now understand why God chose the 

Jewish people.  You know that God chose them in order to keep His 

promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Yet, you may still ask, ñYes, I 

now know why God chose Abrahamôs descendants, but why in the 

world did God choose Abraham in the first place?  And why did God 

make His sacred covenant with Abraham?ò 

By calling up portions of the prior chapters and combining that 

knowledge with the information you will receive in this portion of the 

series, you will certainly obtain the answer to the previous questions.  

You will learn exactly why God chose Abraham.  You will also learn 

why God made His sacred covenant with Abraham.  However, in order 

for you to acquire the first building block of understanding on that 

subject, you must journey with me back in history to the time when God 

created Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden of Eden. 

As a result of my last statement, I am sure that many questions have 

formed in your mind.  Some of those questions might be, ñI believe that 

God created man, but can you tell me exactly why God created him?  
Was man created to care for the animals that God had also created, 

animals over which man was given dominion?  Was man created to be 

the caretaker of the Garden of Eden?ò  No my friend, man was not 

created to do either of those things.  Man was created for one purpose 

and one purpose only.  Man was created to obey Godôs 

commandments.   
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Thank God that the true purpose of manôs existence is clearly 

outlined in the sacred Scriptures.  And, thank God that you can read that 

inspired definition for yourself.  You can know the truth.  After you have 

read the next verse of Scripture, no one will ever again be able to deceive 

you on that issue.  You will know beyond doubt that men were created to 

keep Godôs commandments. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (The Amplified Bible.) 

13All has been heard; the end of the matter is:  Fear 

God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole 

of man [the full, original purpose of his creation, the 

object of Godôs providence, the root of character, the 

foundation of all happiness, the adjustment to all 

inharmonious circumstances and conditions under the 

sun] and the whole [duty] for every man. 

I do not think God could have made the content of that verse in 

Ecclesiastes any clearer, do you?  The full original purpose of manôs 

creation is to fear God and keep His commandments.  Man could not 

have been created to fill a greater or more glorious role.  He was made 

solely for Godôs good pleasure, satisfaction and delight.  The whole 

purpose for his existence is to serve and to please his Creator by keeping 

Godôs commands. 

When Satan deceived Eve into breaking Godôs commands, he not 

only caused man to fall into sin, he also robbed mankind of the ability, 

power and desire to perform the purpose for their existence.  From that 

moment on, men floundered about like fish out of water.  They were 

spiritually helpless.  They were powerless to consistently do right.  

Mankind could no longer function in the capacity that they had been 

created to fill.   

Now that you are aware that men were created for the sole purpose 

of keeping Godôs commands, you have a better idea as to the extent of 

menôs fall from their duty to God.  Since, according to I John 3:4, sin is 

the breaking of Godôs law (that is, sin is the breaking of Godôs 

commands), men ended up doing the exact opposite of what they were 

created to do.  Consequently, they no longer desired to work for Godôs 

good pleasure, satisfaction and delight.  Instead, they chose to do their 

own will and pleasure which inevitably resulted in spiritual catastrophe.  

To put it bluntly, man was ruined.  He was spiritually impoverished.  

Man was completely under Satanôs control. 

To the outward eye, manôs future looked totally hopeless.  However, 

there is no hopelessness with God.  In His great wisdom, the Lord had 

foreseen the previous happening.  Therefore, prior to manôs fall, He had 
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set in motion an emergency plan, a plan that would eventually restore 

man to his original spiritual position.  A glimpse of Godôs restoration 

strategy is revealed in His warning to Satan after manôs fall. 

Genesis 3:14-15  (The Amplified Bible.) 

14And the Lord God said to the serpent, Because you 

have done this, you are cursed above all [domestic] 

animals and above every [wild] living thing of the field; 

upon your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust [and 

what it contains] all the days of your life. 

15And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her Offspring; He will 

bruise and tread your head underfoot, and you will lie 

in wait and bruise His heel.  [Galatians 4:4.] 

Bible scholars agree that in verse fifteen God was referring to the 

Anointed One, the promised Messiah, whom I Peter 1:20 tells us was 

chosen and ordained to conquer Satan before the foundation of the world.  

In addition, The Amplified Bible translators have provided you with a 

footnote for Genesis 3:15.  That footnote reads as such:  

Christ fulfills through His victory over 

Satan the wonderful promise here 

spoken.  See also Isa. 9:6; Matt. 1:23; 

Luke 1:31; Rom. 16:20; Gal. 4:4; Rev. 

12:17. 

God foretold in Genesis 3:15 that the Christ would be born of a 

woman and that He would conquer manôs enemy, the devil.  Messiah 

would bruise and tread Satanôs head underfoot.  After which, He would 

restore man to his former standing with God.  Yes, the promised Messiah 

would free men from sin.  Furthermore, He would give men the ability, 

power and desire to overcome and conquer sin and thus remain free.  

Free to do what?  Men would remain free to work for Godôs good 

pleasure, satisfaction and delight.  They would remain free to do what 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 informs you that men were originally created to doð

free to ñéfear God and keep His commandmentsé.ò 

The following New Testament reference verifies my last statement.  

It proves beyond doubt that the Messiahôs mission was to undo the evil 

works that Satan had done.  You have already seen in Godôs Word what 

Satanôs evil works were.  He deceived men into breaking Godôs 

commands.  By doing so, Satan robbed men of the ability, power and 

desire to accomplish the function that they had been created to perform.  

Thus, the Messiahôs mission was to destroy (that is, to undo) those evil 
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works of Satan by returning to men the power and desire to once 

again do what they were created to do. 

I John 3:8  (The Amplified Bible.) 

8[But] he who commits sin [who practices evildoing] is 

of the devil [takes his character from the evil one], for 

the devil has sinned (violated the divine law) from the 

beginning.  The reason the Son of God was made 

manifest (visible) was to undo (destroy, loosen, and 

dissolve) the works the devil [has done]. 

As I said earlier, Yeshuaôs mission was to destroy the previously 

mentioned works of the devil and thus equip men to once again do what 

they were created to do.  Yeshua accomplished His mission.  Through 

His death, He provided everything men need to be free from sin and to 

consistently keep Godôs commands.  The following verse gives you a 

glimpse of the power, ability and desire to do right that Yeshua extended 

to mankind. 

Philippians 2:13  (The Amplified Bible.) 

13[Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the 

while effectually at work in you [energizing and creating 

in you the power and desire], both to will and to work 

for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight. 

Let us get back on track now.  The translators of The Amplified Bible 

have inserted an additional reference at the end of Genesis 3:15.  They 

point you to Galatians 4:4.  As you read Galatians 4:4, you will again see 

that I am right on target regarding the content of Genesis 3:15 referring 

to the Messiah. 

Galatians 4:4  (The Amplified Bible.) 

4But when the proper time had fully come, God sent 

His Son, born of a woman, born subject to [the 

regulations of] the Law, 

By now, I am sure you comprehend that the Messiah was the 

foundation of the emergency plan that God had in place prior to manôs 

fall, the emergency plan that God first revealed in Genesis 3:15.  Only 

the all-powerful, all-knowing, all-righteous and compassionate one true 

God was capable of designing and implementing such an awesome, 

selfless plan. 

God knew that it would take Him thousands of years to complete 

such a complicated program.  He also knew that the consistent 

application of His strategy, spanning over those thousands of years, 
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would exact from Him, the draftsman, an unfathomable degree of 

patience, endurance and suffering.  Nevertheless, after He had carefully 

examined all the facts, God determined that the end result would be 

worth the tremendous sacrifices that He knew He would be forced to 

make.  I say that because, as you know, God did follow through with His 

restoration plan despite its negative aspects that affected Him personally. 

One of the previously mentioned negative aspects that affected God 

over the long haul was the grief He continually experienced because of 

manôs sin and rebellion.  For example, imagine the anguish God must 

have suffered before and during Noahôs time.  You will recall that men 

became so wicked that God had no choice but to flood the earth and 

destroy them. 

Yet, even after God had admitted that He was sorry He had ever 

created mankind, He still refused to abort His restoration plan.  God 

spared righteous Noah and his family.  He allowed a remnant of eight 

people to survive the flood in order that they might help Him bring to 

pass His Word in Genesis 3:15.  For, since God had foretold in the 

previously mentioned verse that the Messiah would be born of a woman, 

it was necessary that He keep a remnant of the human race intact in order 

to fulfill that prophecy. 

The new beginning that men enjoyed after the flood did not change 

their sinful hearts.  As men multiplied, they continued to pursue every 

sort of evil.  It was not long before the whole earth was again filled with 

idolatry, murder and corruption.  Yet, despite menôs wickedness, God 

refused to give up the fight.  In Genesis 3:15, He had foretold that the 

Messiah would be born a human being in order to conquer Satan and 

thus return to men the power they needed to accomplish all that God had 

originally created them to do, and God had no intention of retracting His 

word.  So what did God do?  He simply shifted to the next phase of His 

restoration plan. 

 

The main feature of the second stage of Godôs plan involved a 

covenant. And since a covenant is a binding contract between two or 

more persons, God needed a man with whom He could make that 

agreement. 

Finding the right man to fill the previously mentioned role had to 

have been a tremendous undertaking in itself.  I say that because God had 

to find a man who could meet His covenant partnership prerequisite.  

The man God searched for had to possess certain character qualities.  For 

instance, he had to be someone with enough courage and moral character 

to uphold his end of the bargain.  For, if at any time during his lifetime 
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that man failed to fulfill his role in the agreement, the contract would 

automatically become invalid.  Consequently, God would be loosed from 

all obligation, and the completion of His restoration goal would be set 

back.  So, to a large degree, the first part of the covenant stage of Godôs 

plan would be dependent on the man with whom He chose to make the 

agreement. 

Earlier in the series, you saw an example of why the completion of 

the second portion of Godôs plan would have been in jeopardy if God 

had not bound Himself by an unbreakable contract.  You saw that being 

tied to the Abrahamic covenant was protection, not only for His chosen 

people, but also, for God, Himself. 

You will recall that the chosen people rebelliously broke the 

covenant that they had made with God at Horeb.  The Israelites sinned 

against God by deliberately disobeying His commands.  They went so far 

as to commit the sin of idolatry.  They prostrated themselves before a 

golden calf.  God was so outraged by His peoplesô wicked behavior that 

the only thing that kept Him from eradicating them was His obligation to 

the Abrahamic covenant.  For, if God had destroyed Abrahamôs covenant 

descendants, men would have accused Him of reneging on His sworn 

contract with Abraham, and His reputation would have been ruined. 

There was, however, another advantage to God being bound by an 

unbreakable covenant.  Let me explain.  You now know that God had to 

fulfill His prophecy in Genesis 3:15. You also know that the Israelites 

were chosen to help Him carry out His prophetic warning in that verse.  

They were to be a holy nation, a nation set apart for Godôs purpose.  

Through their seed (that is, through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob), the promised Messiah would one day be born, bruise and tread 

Satanôs head underfoot, enable mankind to do what they had been 

created to do and thus completely fulfill Godôs warning to Satan.  

Therefore, God being obligated to perform His part of a binding contract 

gave Him added incentive to spare the nation of people that  He needed 

to help Him carry out His warning in Genesis 3:15. 

The promised Messiah was to be the key to manôs salvation.  He was 

to be the key to men eventually being restored to their original spiritual 

position.  And as I have repeatedly declared, God had to keep the 

covenant race alive so that, at the appropriate time, the Messiah could 

take on their seed and thus fulfill His Word in Genesis 3:15.  

Considering all the previous facts, it stands to reason that in order for 

God to have furthered the covenant stage of His restoration plan, He 

definitely needed a special kind of man with whom He could make the 

previously mentioned agreement.  God needed a man who would trust 

Him implicitly.  Most of all, He needed a man who possessed mature, 
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living faith (that is, a man who would not only have faith in Godôs word 

but who would obey it). 

God found such a man.  The man was Abram, later called Abraham.  

God immediately put Abraham to the test to see if he really would 

believe and obey His commands.  That test involved total trust, sacrifice 

and obedience.  God instructed Abraham to leave his own country, his 

relatives and his fatherôs house, and go to a strange land which He 

promised to show him. 

God assured Abraham that if he obeyed His commands, He would 

greatly bless him.  God also promised that through Abraham all the 

families of the earth would be blessed.  Of course, God was speaking 

about the peoples of the earth being blessed through the promised 

Messiah, the Messiah who would come through Abrahamôs covenant 

seed (that is, through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), the 

Israelites. 

It took a tremendous amount of living faith for Abraham to believe 

and to act upon all that God had commanded and promised, but he did.  

Abraham passed his first test with flying colors.  He combined obedience 

to Godôs commands with his faith.  Leaving every thing behind except 

his wife, his nephew Lot, his servants and his belongings, he set off for 

the Promised Land.  

God must have been overjoyed with the way Abraham responded to 

His commands.  He had finally found a man who would trust and obey 

Him, a man who would help Him fulfill His prophecy in Genesis 3:15, a 

man who would help Him carry out His restoration plan, a man who 

would be the father of the covenant nation through whom the promised 

Messiah would come, a man who would enter into a sacred covenant 

with Him and faithfully keep his end of the agreement.   

The fact is that if God was going to help men recognize and once 

again perform the full original purpose for their existence, He had to 

have a man such as Abraham.  God had to have a man with enough 

stamina to do what was right in Godôs sight.  He had to have a man who 

was absolutely trustworthy, a man who would faithfully keep covenant.  

For, only then would God be able to bring to pass all that He had 

promised him in that covenant.  And as you learned earlier, those 

covenant promises were meant to eventually bless (save) all mankind.   

God made His choice.  God chose Abraham.  God felt assured that 

He could trust Abraham to help Him carry out His restoration plan.  

However, if Abraham had failed his first test, if he had refused to carry 

out Godôs instructions to leave Ur of the Chaldeans, God would not have 

made His covenant with him.  For as you know, God had to have a 
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faithful man (that is, God had to have a man who would be completely 

faithful to His commands). 

Abraham did not let God down.  He victoriously passed his test.  

Thus, when God saw how truly faithful Abraham was to His commands, 

He proceeded with His restoration plan.  Without a doubt, it was 

Abrahamôs obedience that made it possible for God to eventually enter 

into an unbreakable covenant with him.  See this for yourself in The 

Living Bible, paying special attention to the highlighted portion of verse 

eight. 

Nehemiah 9:7-8  (The Living Bible.) 

7ñYou are the Lord God who chose Abram and brought 

him from Ur of the Chaldeans and renamed him 

Abraham.   

8When he was faithful to you, you made a contract 

with him to forever give him and his descendants the 

land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 

Jebusites, and Girgashites; and now you have done what 

you promised, for you are always true to your word. 

Nehemiah 9:8 confirms the fact that it was only after God was 

convinced that Abraham could be trusted to faithfully carry out His 

instructions that He entered into a sacred covenant with him.  The reason 

why Abrahamôs obedience to Godôs commands was crucial to Godôs 

restoration plan is because his obedience assured the validity of the 

sacred contract that God had made with him.  The fact is that obeying 

Godôs commands was Abrahamôs sole responsibility in the covenant.  

The next verses which are taken from The Living Bible leave no doubt as 

to Abrahamôs covenant role. 

 

Genesis 17:1-2  (The Living Bible.) 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, God appeared 

to him and told him, ñI am the Almighty; obey me and 

live as you should. 

2,3,4I will prepare a contract between us, guaranteeing 

to make you into a mighty nation.  In fact you shall be 

the father of not only one nation, but a multitude of 

nations!ò  Abram fell face downward in the dust as God 

talked with him. 

The Holy Bible, King James Version says, ñ...I am the Almighty 

God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect.  And I will make My 

covenant between Me and thee....ò  Abraham immediately began to 
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fulfill his part of the contract.  His next act of obedience was to obey 

Godôs instructions in verses nine through fourteen of the same chapter.  

As God had commanded, Abraham circumcised every male in his camp.  

Before you study the next segment of this work, I strongly recommend 

that you take the time to read for yourself Godôs instructions in Genesis 

17:9-14.  You may also want to read Abrahamôs obedient response to 

Godôs commands.  (Genesis 17:23-27.) 

 

Inasmuch as you now have insight into the content of Genesis 3:15, 

and since I just brought up the subject of circumcision, I want to take a 

few moments to impart food for thought regarding the external ritual of 

circumcision. 

You are already aware that circumcision is a token or sign of the 

covenant that God made with Abraham.  But have you ever wondered 

why God chose that particular ritual as the external sign of the 

Abrahamic covenant?  Why did God decide to put the sign of His 

covenant in the foreskin of manôs flesh?  Why did He not  insist that the 

external reminder of the covenant be put in a more exposed part of the 

body so that it would be visible to all?  Why did God choose to put the 

sign of His covenant with Abraham in the most private part of manôs 

body? 

My friend, with the knowledge you now have, there is only one 

answer that makes sense.  So I will take a few moments to impart that 

answer.  You will recall that in Genesis 3:15, God told Satan that the 

Messiah would be born a human being.  That same verse in the Holy 

Bible, King James Version reads, ñAnd I will put enmity between thee 

and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 

head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.ò 

As a result of Godôs prediction in Genesis 3:15 that the Messiah 

would be born a human being, Isaiah foretold that a virgin would 

conceive and bear the promised Messiah.  (Isaiah 7:14.)  That virgin 

would of course be a covenant descendant of Abraham through the line 

of Isaac and Jacob.  The following verse provides New Testament 

verification for what I just shared with you regarding the Messiah taking 

on Himself the seed of Abraham.  Read that truth for yourself from both 

the Holy Bible, King James Version and The Living Bible. 

Hebrews 2:16  (King James Version.) 

16For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but 

he took on him the seed of Abraham. 
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Hebrews 2:16  (The Living Bible.) 

16We all know he did not come as an angel but as a 

human beingðyes, a Jew. 

Since the Messiah was destined to be born a human being, it made 

perfect sense for God to put the sign of the covenant in the human organ 

that is responsible for propagating humankind.  Furthermore, since the 

Jews were the covenant seed of Abraham through whom the promised 

Messiah would eventually be born, it made even more sense for God to 

include the external ritual of circumcision in the Mosaic Law.  For, the 

Mosaic ritual of circumcision guaranteed that the sign of the covenant 

would be engraved in the foreskin of every male organ that would have a 

part in continuing to propagate the actual covenant race through whom 

the Messiah would come. 

There is no other external part of the male body, other than the male 

organ of copulation, that has anything to do with propagating human 

kind.  Think about it!  Do the maleôs arms, legs or feet have anything to 

do with the propagation of human kind?  Do the maleôs eyes, ears or 

nose have anything to do with the propagation of human kind?  No!  A 

thousand times no!  As I previously stated, only the male organ of 

copulation has anything to do with the propagation of human kind. 

Briefly, the plan was that with their organ of copulation, each 

covenant Israelite male would continue to plant the holy covenant seed 

of Abraham.  In order to fulfill Genesis 3:15 and Godôs covenant with 

Abraham, the Messiah would eventually take on the seed of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob (that is, He would be born a human being and a Jew).  

He would conquer Satan and thus return to men the power and desire 

they needed to fulfill the full original purpose of their creation.  He 

would bring blessing (salvation) to all the peoples of the earth. 

I am sure you will agree that, considering all the facts, there was no 

more logical or better external place on manôs body for God to put the 

sign of the covenant than in the foreskin of the maleôs organ of 

copulation.  For, the male organ of copulation would be the instrument 

that would be used to plant the holy, covenant seed of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, the covenant race through whom the promised Messiah would 

come. 

God commanded that the external ritual of circumcision be 

performed on every eight-day-old covenant male descendant of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Thus, each time Godôs instruction was 

executed and a Jewish male baby cried out in discomfort as his foreskin 

was severed, the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 and the Abrahamic covenant 

were proclaimed.  At the same time, each newly circumcised male infant 




