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INTRODUCTION

When | was asked to write an introductionvithy Should Every Christian Pray For aSdipport
Israel? | was eager to be the one to tell you a little about the wonderful lady whose work for God has
inspired millions. But before | tell you about her, let me tell you about the work she does. Prior to this
book being published and distribdtéhroughout the world, freef-charge and postpaid, audiassette
teaching tapes were the medium used to spread#theeipt h t eachi ngs and expounc
by His faithful servant, the Reverend Norma Duncan; they too werefieearge and possid.

We at the Living Word Church of Niceville have received thousands of letters from all over the
worl d reporting the impact Gododés Word on the tape
millions of lives have been changed and hundredatfisands of souls have been saved. We have
received word of cases of physical healings attributed to the messages on these tapes, some considered

ter minal by the medical profession. Af ter |l earrr
harbored deepr ej udi ce and hatred toward | srael and God:¢
Jews. Church fell owships have established | ibrar

areas. The tapes are played at crusades throughout East Affieg. are played in churches of all
denominations, homes, schools, universities, marketplaces, on the streets and on buses and trains. We
have received numerous reports of pasbgrialling to their knees in the middle of public streets and
marketplacesand crying out to God as they hear the Truth being broadcast on public address systems
and tape players. Hundreds of Pastors, Evangelists and other church workers have written to say that
after hearing the inspired information on the tapes, their lie@e been changed, and they proclaimed

that they have finally heard the Truth.

We in the Living Word Church tape ministry continue to receive letter after letter wanting to know
about this woman of God whose teacshlicangellgouth&ddod 6s W
the Reverend Norma Duncan is a remarkable woman who practices what she preaches. She is dedicated
and works incessantly to carry out her @pden task. She is unselfish and loyal to the things of God
and is faithful and true des@ much persecution for teaching the Truth. Her inner beauty outshines even
her great physical beauty, and her courage and bravery to battle on in the army of God is inspiring to all
who know her.

The Reverend Norma Duncan is not only the founder wbddwide ministry, but she is also a
minister, teacher and author of over 40 books on audio tape. These tapes are now being systematically
revised and published in written form. Her work is in many theological colleges and is even in the
Christan Embasy i n | srael. She has been called by God
and for His people, the Jews, a task that she carries out with joy and determination. In a world where
many ministers lift up themselves and are greedy for gain, Rev&encan exalts only God. Knowing
that she insists her work be sent out all over the worlddredarge to all men who request it should
give you a glimpse into the righteous character o
opportunty to express personal opinions and promote themselves, Reverend Duncan is a seeker and
expounder of truth, full of zeal and sincerity and is an example to all. | am proud to be not only her
daughter and a fellow minister, but also her devoted friend.
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Vv

In your hands is a great treasure, lovingly and painstakingly prepared over many years by a true
minister of God. | rejoiced at the knowledge and wisdom contained in the pages of this book. Words
cannot express my deep gratitude toward God and His fagkfuant for opening my eyes to such
priceless spiritual treasures of a caliber that can only be described daspitieg. The great
revelations this book holds made me feel as though | was walking around in the very mind of God.

| 6ve tol dboywtu tahd igautillreora and | 6ve shared some of
to your seats and get ready for an unprecedented spiritual adventure which | guarantee you will never
forget. You too will be thanking God for this enlightenment and for tiae ldely, the Reverend Norma
Duncan, Godobdéds obedient vessel t hrough whom He sen
your eyes be opened to profound truth, but you will be spiritually strengthened, invigorated and
refreshed. God be praised!

Deborah Ruth Majors
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Chapter 1

WHY DID GOD CHOOSE
THE JEWISH PEOPLE?

As you readhis informative book, you will gain answers to Biblical
guestions that men have longed to understand throughout the
generations. The insight that you will receive will at times stir your
emotions, thrill your heart and in some cases even shock you. Even
more, your sincere desire to know the pure unadulterated truth regarding
the issues that are dealt with in this work will be satisfied. The first
guestion that I wi || answer i s
People?0

Both Jews and Gentiles have beennmyito figure out why God
chose the Jews as His own peopl e.
other nations, nations that were far more attractive and powerful at that
time?

The Jews were mere slaves in Egypt. So, why did God choose this
unattractive groupf people who were to give Him nothing but trouble
from the day He brought them out of Egypt? Why did God choose a
people who would end up causing Him so much hurt and pain?

It is normal that you would feel puzzled about this issue. After all,
even tke Scriptures reveal that those Jews whom God delivered from
Egypt were an unrighteous, hardheaded, grumbling and complaining
bunch of people. They were a people who grieved God the entire forty
years they spent in the wilderness. The following versdia®rihat
truth.

Psalm 95:10 (The Amplified Bible.)

10rorty vears long was | grieved and disqusted with
that generation and | said, It is a people that do err in
their hearts, and they do not approve, acknowledge, or
regard My ways.

Why in the world didGod choose such an ungrateful, undeserving,
wicked group of people? Why them? Why the Jews?

My friend, the people described in the previous verse do not typify
all Jews. Like so many other Scriptures, the people mentioned
represented only one geneoati They represented the generation of
Jews that came out of Egyptian bondage. However, the Jews as a whole
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were Godbébs chosen people | ong before He del
led them through the wilderness. Furthermore, the Jews were not chosen

becase they were righteous, different or special. So, the character

gualities they exhibited in Psalm 95:10 have absolutely no bearing on

this matter.

The fact is, the Jews themselves were not the reason why God chose

them as a nation. The Jews had nothiog tdo wi th Godds <choice.
I nstead, Abr aham, ri ghteous Abraham, i's the
chosen peopl e. He alone is responsible for

Gododés choice came about because of Hi s |
because He had made a solemn pledge with veham. God promised
that He would bless Abraham and that through his seed (Ilsaac and
Jacob), He would bring forth a people. He also promised He would give
this people a portion of land that would remain their possession forever.

Yes, it was because of Gb6s promi se to Abraham that ¢t
were chosen as Golta fact wilpbecomeaclear apse o p | e .
we go through this chapter. To see the promise God made to Abraham,
we must study Genesis chapter seventeen. To save space, we will only
read a poion of that chapter. | trust that later you will take time to read
the rest of it.

Genesis 17:22 (The Amplified Bible.)

IWwhen Abram was ninetyine years old, the Lord
appeared to him and said, | am the Almighty God; walk
and live habitually before Mand be perfect (blameless,
wholehearted, complete).

2and | will_make My covenant (solemn pledge)
between Me and yoand will multiply you exceedingly.

ess of
defir

To help you understand the serious
let me give you the definition oftheor d ficovenant . 0 Thi
taken fromThe American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition:

n
S

A binding agreementmade by two or

more persons oOfr parties; compact é. A
formal sealed agreement or contract. To

promi se by a covananté.To enter into
covenant ; contract é.

In the following verses, verses three and four, you see the pledge that
God gave to Abraham. In return, God asked in verse one that Abraham
walk before Him in obedience to His commands. Abraham did walk in
that manner before Godn fact, he was so obedient that, in Isaiah 41:8,
God refers tdlyfdnd ahanYoaus wid | recal |l that °
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sai d i n JYouare M¢ fsiendidyou kéep on doing the things
which | command you to do. Obedi ence made Abraham Godos

Abraham walked in trust and obedience before God all the days of
his life. Therefore, because Abraham did not break this covenant with
God, God was and is required to keep His end of the bargain. Now, it is
true that the Israelites did not keep covenardbwever, as you saw in
verse two, God made His solemn pledge to Abraham, and Abraham did
keep covenant. Consequently, God never had an opportunity to get out
of the covenant.

It is imperative that you read the next verses very carefully. The
informaton they contain is crucial to the subject that you are presently
studying.

3Then Abram fell on his face, and God said to him,

4as for Me, behold, My covenant (solemn pledgs)
with you, and you shall be the father of many nations.

It is important that yo r eme mber t hat Godos promise
Abraham alone. In verse four, God addressed Abraham and no one else.
God said to Abrahanfy éMy covenant (solemn pledge) is with vdu 0
The reason that point is so vital will become evident as you go through
the series However, right now, try to concentrate on the content of the
following verses.

SNor shall your name any longer be Abram [high,

exalted father]; but your name shall be Abraham [father
of a multitude], for | have made you the father of many
nations.

BAnd I will make you exceedingly fruitful and | will
make nations of you, and kings will come from you.

7And | will establish My covenant between Me and you
and your descendants after you throughout their
generations for aneverlasting solemn pledge, to be a
God to you and to your posterity after you.

As I have repeatedly stated, Godbés <cover
alone;however, God says in verse seven thate will establish His
covenant bet ween Hi msel f and Abraham al

descendants According toSt r s Bxpdustive Concordance of the

Bible, Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary, the definition of this particular

wor d, Afestablish,0 includes the words Ato

stand. 0
Did you notice in verse seven that this was amverlasting

promise? Godpromised Abraham that He would not only be a God
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to him but also to His covenant descendants foreveiMy friend, this
is why the Jews were chosen. They were chosen because God made
an unbreakable promise to Abraham In verse eight, we see even

moreof@dds sacred pledge to Abr aham.

8and 1 will give to you and to your posterity after you
the land in which you are a stranger [going from place
to place], all_the land of Canaan, for_an everlasting
possessionand | will be their God.

Because Abraham foundvor with God, God made him a promise
for the future. Furthermore, as you saw in verse eight, it was because of
Goddés promise to Abraham that the
land, a portion of land that would remain theirs forev@od promised
that the land of Canaan would never be taken away and given to
another nation. Rather, it would be an everlasting possession to
Abrahambés covenant descendant s.

The land that God promised to Abraham and his descendants is itself
very special to God. Youes just how special it is to Him in the
following verses.

Deuteronomy 11:102 (The Amplified Bible.)

10For the land which you go in to possess is not like the
land of Egypt, from which you came out, where you
sowed your seed and watered it with your tfoo
laboriously as in a garden of vegetables.

115yt the land which you enter to possess is a land of
hills and valleys which drinks water of the rain of the
heavens,

12A Jand for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes
of the Lord your God are always upon from the
beginning of the year to the end of the year.

And now, let us go back to Genesis chapter seventeen. In verses ten
through fourteen, you see where God tells Abraham to circumcise all
males. This ritual of circumcision would be their remindethif great
promise. It would be a token of the sacred covenant that God had made
with Abraham concerning his covenant descendants and their land
throughout the generations.

Genesis 17:144 (The Amplified Bible.)

107his is My covenant, which you shalleke between
Me and you and your posterity after you: Every male
among you shall be circumcised.
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1and you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin,
and it shall be a token or sign of the covenant (the
promise or pledge) between Me and you.

So, the ciramcision was an external observance to remind men of
Godds covenant with Abr aham. God woul d ne
However, since men often do forget, God wisely provided them with a
reminder. Thereafter, when persecution came and others stolatitgir
the covenant descendants of Abraham, the Israelites, were able to see
their male babies being circumcised and take comfort in what that
circumcision represented. Moreover, each time they viewed the
circumcision of their own flesh, they rememberediGos pr omi s e.

For instance, when Rome conquered and temporarily occupied
|l srael , the Jewsd6 hearts were sustained by
represented. Every time the Jews witnessed a circumcision being
performed or looked at their own flesh,thegw e made aware of Godoés
covenant with Abraham They were reminded that God was their
God who had given them that land, and someday their land would be
returned to them.

124e who is eight days old among you shall be
circumcised, every male throughout yoggenerations,
whether born in [your] house or bought with [your]
money from any foreigner not of your offspring.

134e that is born in your house and he that is bought
with your money must be circumcised; anig covenant
shall be in your flesh for areverlaging covenant

14And the male who is not circumcised, that soul shall
be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.

Throughout the years, both Bible scholars and laymen have struggled

with the question, AWhy di damsdd i nsi st t he
household be circumcised?bo0 I n verse ninete
told Abraham that He would establish His covenant with Isaac, not

Il shmael . Yet , in Genesi s 17: 12, God instr
covenant with Abraham be engraved in Isemiad s f | es h- Verse twen
three of that same chapter informs you tha

command. According to verse twetitye of the same chapter, Ishmael
was thirteen years old when he was circumcised.

God al so i nstr uct egbe tiflcuntisedA bAnda h a mo6 s serva
we al l know t hat Abrahambés servants were n
was it necessary for Abraham to circumci se

covenant choice?
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6

Let me explain. Since circumcision is only a sign of the covenant
between Godnd Abraham, circumcision does not in itself make the one

who undergoes that ritual one of Gododos cho
promised to establish His covenant. No! Before either Ishmael or
Abrahamdéds servants were actuwhkl ly circumci s

Abraham that He would establish His covenant with Isaac, the promised
son whom Sarah would conceive and to whom she would give birth. No
sign could have in any way changed that fact. However, the sign of the
covenant that Abraham had cut into theslfilef Ishmael and all the other
males in his household was still useful.

The circumcision would be a reminder to Ishmael and the servants
that God had made a covenant with Abraham. It would also remind them
that Abraham and Isaac were the ones throughnwi@@od would
accomplish all that He had promised. The fact that God went to such
extremes to make sure that al | Abrahambés |
covenant with Abraham should have been enough to have caused
Ishmael and the servants to do everything irirthewer to help God
carry out His promises. Of course, doing everything in their power
would have necessitated that they recognize and support those who were
Godds covenant choice.

How sad it is that today those true descendants of Ishmael who have

beenabsor bed into the Islamic world do not r
chosen covenant people, the lIsraelites. By putting the sign of the

covenant in their forefather | shmael 6s fl e
and his descendants from going down a path thatdyait them against

Hi s divine purpose. Yet , despite Godos pr
| shmael 6s descendants insisted on taking t
they chose a path that eventually I ed them
chosen covenant peoptather than respect and support them as God

desired that they do

Now that you know the answer to the quest
that every male in Abrahamés household be
to resume your study of Genesis 122 We will pickup with verse
fiteen where God goes on to show Abraham how He will bring about
His promise.

15And God said to Abraham, As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her name Sarai; but Sarah [Princess] her
name shall be.

18and 1 will bless her and give yaa son also by her.
Yes, | will bless her, and she shall be a mother of
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.
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17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said
in his heart, Shall a child be born to a man who is a
hundred years old? And shaBarah, who is ninety
years old, bear a son?

18and [he] said to God, Oh, that Ishmael might live
before you!

19%ut God said, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son
indeed, and you shall call his name Isaac [laughter];

Give careful attention to Godds next wor d

and | will establish My covenant or solemn pledge with
him for an everlasting covenant and with his posterity
after him.

God promised to establish His everlasting
descendants through the line of Isaac and his posterity after Gid.
did not promise to establish His covenant with Ishmael nor_with
|l shmael 6s .dHosweevnedra,ntSbr ahamoés el dest son | ¢
not left out. As you know, Ishmael became the father of the Arab nation
and was also blessed by God.

20And as for Ishmal, | have heard and heeded you:

Those few words that Abraham spoke in verse eighfeeh, that
Il shmael mi g ht weré heard ama dnswered by God., As
you continue reading in verse twenty, you see what God gave to Ishmael
at Abrahdambdbs reques

20and as for Ishmael, | have heard and heeded you:
behold, | will bless him and will make him fruitful and
will multiply him exceedingly; He will be the father of
twelve princes, and | will make him a great nation.

In verse twenty, God promised that nshel would become a great
nation, and he did. Nevertheless, in verse twenty, God was very
clear as to whom His solemn pledge, His covenant, would be passed.
Goddéds covenant would be established with |Is

21gyt My covenant, My promise and pledge, lillw
establish with Isaac whom Sarah will bear to you at
this season next year.

22And God stopped talking with him and went up from
Abraham.

After God stopped talking with him, Abraham immediately carried
out Godbés instructi on sntythreeYtoraughar e t ol d i n
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twenty-seven of this same chapter that every male, including himself,
was circumcised.Thus,t he remi nder of Godés covenant
their flesh.

Once God had made this solemn pledge, this covenant with
Abraham, God was committed. Had to keep His word. You see, God
does not break covenant. He does not go back on His word. God keeps
His promises even to His own hurt just as He told us to do in Psalm
fifteen. In Psalm 15:1, David asked GadlL ORD, WHO shall dwel |
[temporarily] in your tabernacle? Who shall dwell [permanently] in
Your holOne dhthd reqaiements that God gave in answer to
Davidés question is found in verse four of
by saying, hééé wh o swears to his own hurt and does

Since the covenant God made with Abraham was paramount to His
choosing the Israelites to be His own special people, let us briefly review
some of the numerous aspects of this amazing agreement.

(1) God promised to multiply Abraham exceedingly.

(2) God pomised Abraham that he would become the father of
many nations.

(3) God promised Abraham that he would be fruitful and that kings
would come from him.

(4) God promised to give Abraham a son by his wife, Sarah. That
son would be called Isaac.

(5) Godpromised that He would establish His everlasting covenant

with I saac and | saacbdés posterity after hi m.

(6) God gave Abraham His everlasting solemn pledge that He would
be a God to Abraham and his covenant descendants through the line of
Isaac forever.

(7) God promised to give Isaac and his covenant descendants the
land of Canaan for an everlasting possession.

Gentile Christian, it is because God is so uncompromisingly
righteous that we can always trust Him to do what He has promised He
would do, even if itmeans His own hurt. We can have complete faith

and confidence in Godbés word. For , what
will carry out to the full.
For i nstance, as w e continue t o wi t nes

restoring to Israel every inch of land that He'g&o her, we can greatly
rejoice. We can allow our faith to increase knowing that our God is a
God who keeps His promises. Thus, by returning the land of Israel to
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those whom He swore it would belong farever, God is gaining the
complete trustandcéni dence of the Gentiles al so. | s
How righteous God is! How wise are His ways!

m

After God had given His solemn word to
for Abraham and keeping the promises He had made to him remained
uppeamost to God. From that point on, almost every recorded act God
performed was in some way connected with Abraham and the binding
agreement He had made with him including the birth of Isaac,
Abrahambés son.

Isaac was severfijve years old when Abraham died\braham had
had all the time he needed to instruct Isaac in every aspect of the
covenant that God had made with him. Isaac had to have known that he
was the covenant child with whom God would establish His sacred
pledge. Therefore, | am sure it canser surprise to Isaac when God
appeared to him in Genesis 283 During that appearancé&od
assured Isaac that He would establish (perform) with him the oath
that He had sworn to his father, Abraham Let us read those verses so
that you can see thatth for yourself.

Genesis 26:3! (The Amplified Bible.)

3Dwell temporarily in this land, and | will be with you
and will favor you with blessing&r to you and to your
descendants | will give all these lands, and | will
perform the oath which | swore a Abraham your
father.

4and 1 will make your descendants to multiply as the
stars of the heavens, and will give to your posterity all
these lands (kingdoms); and by your Offspring shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed, or by Him bless
themselves,

After reading the previous verses, there can be no doubt that God did
establish His covenant with Isaac as He swore He would. However, in
that same chapter, there is another very revealing verse which we will
also read.

Genesis 26:24 (The Amplified Bible.

24and the Lord appeared to him the same night and
said, | am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not,
for I am with you and will favor you with blessings and
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multiply your descendant®r the sake of My servant
Abraham.

Did God say He would bless Isalaecause Isaac was a Jew? Did He
say He would bless Isaac because he was different or special%&ddo!
said He would bless Isaac and multiply his descendantfigr the sake
of His servant Abraham.

God had to keep His covenant with Abraham. In this daed, had
to keep the portion of His promise mentioned in Genesis 17:19 which
reads,ié Sarah your wife shall bear you a son indeed, and you shall
call his name Isaac [laughter];and | will establish My covenant or
solemn pledge with him for_an everlasting wenant and with his
posterity after him.o

In Genesis chapter twengjx, God kept His promise to Abraham
and established His covenant with Isaac. His next step was to do the
same with | saacbs posterity after

Fulfilling His covenant with Abraham wake reason God promised
to be with and to bless Isaadzurthermore, fulfiling His covenant

with Abraham was Godods pur pose for

PN

|l saacbs sas rhe fled faomm ah® murderous wrath of his
brother, Esau. That fact will becora clear as you read the following
text.

Genesis 28:1:15 (The Amplified Bible.)

1Iand he came to a certain place and stayed there
overnight, because the sun was set. Taking one of the
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
down there tolsep.

12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it!

The next verses show beyond doubt that Jacob was indeed the son of
Isaac with whom God estighed His covenantTherefore, since Jacob
was the forefather of the Israelite nation, these verses provide
undeni abl e Scriptural proof t hat
covenant people.

1?’And behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and
said, | am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father
[forefather] and the God of Isaac] will give to you
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and to your descendantthe land on which you are
lying.

14ang your offspring shall be as [countless as] the dust
or sand of the ground, and you shall spread abd to
the west and the east and the north and the south; and
by you and your Offspring shall all the families of the
earth be blessed and bless themselves.

15and behold, | am with you and will keep (watch over
you with care, take notice of) you whereveuynay go,
and | will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave
you until | have done all of which | have told you.

The knowledge you have just acquired should give you insight into a
statement that | made earlier. So, | am going to repedt #ter God
had given His solemn word to Abraham, Godé¢
and keeping the promises He had made to him remained uppermost
to God. From that point on, almost every recorded act God
performed was in some way connected with Abraham and the
bindng agr eement t hat He hAsdve progress wi t h hi m. 0
through this series, you will see that my previous statement is correct.

The bottom line is, God made a binding contract with His friend

Abr aham. Part of Godbs agreiement was t hat
covenant with Abrahambés sonGodl saac, and hi
did _establish His covenant with Isaac. He also established His

covenant wi th | saacbs posterity through J

Jacobodos deéehslsrachtakant s,

The reason God cke the Jewish nation was because He loved their
forefathers, beginning with Abraham. He did not choose them because
of anything they were or anything they did but simply to keep covenant.
God loved Abraham; God rewarded Abraham. And it was and is
becauseo f Abraham that the Jews were and are t
people Because God loved Abraham, He chose his descendants through
the line of Isaac and Jacob. Thus, in Deuteronomy 4:37, weftdad,
because He loved your fathers, He chose their descendarftsr
themé . ©

God chose the Jews because He loved their forefathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God chose the Jews in order to keep His
binding agreement with Abraham.

Now that you realize that the Jews are really no differiesn tyou
are, Gentile, now that you realize that they too are just frail human
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beings, now that you know they were simply a people chosen by God

because of Abr aham, doesnodt this knowl edge
compassion for t hem%oundemdathizeavithChr i sti an, d
the Jew? You see, the Jews were chosen to serve God because of

Abraham just as we Christians have been chosen to serve God through

Jewish Yeshua (Jesus), the Messiah.

My friend, now you know why God chose the Jewish people. He
chose them because of their forefather, Abraham. The Lord swore
to Abraham that He would establish His everlasting covenant with
|l saac and his descendants. Jacob and the
descendants with whom God established His covenant. God also
swore that He would be their God, and our righteous God always
keeps His word.

Never again will you have to wonder why God chose the Jews to
be His own special people. For, thanks be to God, you now know
that He chose them because He loved their forefatherAbraham,
Isaac and Jacob. He chose them in order to keep the solemn oath
that He had sworn to His friend, Abraham.

OO~

The question, AWhy Did God Choose The Jew
fully answered. Therefore, if my providingtha answer compl eted Godos
purpose for this chapter, | could end chapter one right now. But, | am
afraid that answer does not complete Godods
fact is, no matter how profound spiritual truth is, truth only has
immediate and etara | value when it i s applied to
Therefore, my goal is to leave you with something more than mere head
knowledge.

In this particular case, if you now realize and acknowledge that your
standpoint on the i ssuapplifigth&Stouthds choi ce i s
you have learned to your life will necessitate an attitude change. My aim
is to provide you with a glimpse of the advantages of your developing a
proper attitude regarding Godbés <choice. I
brief look at thedisadvantages that will result if you fail to change your
wrong stand on that issue.

FIRST, LET US CONSIDER SOME OF THE
DISADVANTAGES.

(1) I f you remain dissatisfied with God¢
displaying your dissatisfaction with the Lord. dysthat because God is
ultimately responsible for choosing the Jews as His own people.
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(2) If you continue to imply that God made a mistake when He
chose the Jews, you wi || be di minishing G
make the right choice. In your pridgou will be insinuating that you
know better than God Almighty.

( 3) | f you ©persist in your wrong attit
people, you will be a hindrance to God fulfilling His purpose on the
eart h. You wi || ai d God o attenpinte mi e s, includ

keep God from honoring His sacred oath to Abraham.

(4) If you continue in the sins of pride and rebellion, you are in

spiritual danger . You are in spiritual dar
AFor rebellion is asbbdérimessisasiolacyf wi t chcraft,
and teraphim (hous e h(bS$anhuelgld:289 Alfouc k I mages) é.
in the New Testament we reafl,F o r the wages which sin pa

d e at liRomabs 6:23.)

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE ADVANTAGES OF A RIGHT
ATTI TUDE I N REGARDBOITEARENMANYS C

(1) You will certainly repent of your past wrong attitude regarding
Godds covenant choice and thus receive God?§é

(2) You can assure God that you believe He made the right choice
when He chose the Jewish people and that yoa bamplete confidence
in His decision. You can let God know that you trust Him to do what is
best in this area.

(3) You can comfort the Lord by letting Him know that you are
aware of His predicament and that you feel for Him. You can show
concernandempassi on for Godbdés needs by offering
can to help Him keep His promise to Abraham.

(4) You can praise the Lord for making such a wise and perfect
choice. Plus, you can tell Him how much you admire Him for
righteously keeping His coveniat such great personal cost to Himself.

(5) You may have been asking God to use you. Here is your
opportunity to be used by God. With the righteous attitude you now
have, you have placed yourself in a perfect position to be used. By the
time you hae finished reading this book, you will have learned exactly
how God wants to use you to help Him accomplish His purpose and
fulfill His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their
descendants, the Israelites.
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It is up to yau, Christian. Whatever you decide to do is absolutely
your own decision. However, my hope and prayer is that you will
choose toh é Repent (think differently; change vy
your sins and c¢hanMathew3:2)our conduct) é. o

My hope andprayer is that you will acknowledge and accept with
joy Godbés wise choice. My hope and pray
heart and arms to Goddés chosen people (t
on, do all you can to help God fulfill His covenant with Abraham

r
e

> @

The Jewish prophet of God, John the Baptist, said it all in the
following verse:

Matthew 3:8 (The Amplified Bible.)

8Bring forth fruit that is consistent with repentance [let
your lives prove your change of heart];
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Chapter 2

WHY DID THE JEWS
END UP DWVELLING IN EGYPT?

Men often ask the questions: ASince the
peopl e, why did God permit them to go into
and, fAHow did they end up in slavery there?

mainly with the first questionThe second question will be answered in
chapter three. However, since the two previous topics are closely
related, you will need to keep both questions in mind.

A common explanation given by most teachers for the Jews going
into Egypt and remaining the is that the Jews went down to Egypt and
resided there as a result of severe famine conditions that existed during
that period. Now, it is certainly true that there was a famine at that time.
It is also true that the famine had a lot to do with thesJsoyourning in
Egypt. However, the previous explanation is extremely shallow and
shortsighted. It does not convey true insight into the present subject.
Nor does it reveal the real i mportance of
Goddbés pur po ghemtbemaindhere.o wi ng

The answers we are seeking t the questi
Godbébs chosen people, why did God permit t he
in Egypt?0 |ie once again in the promises
Isaac and Jacob. The followjmrief summary of the sequence of events
that led up to Israel going into Egypt and remaining there will help you
to understand my last statement. It will also help you to understand that
God simply used the previously mentioned famine conditions asasme
to an end, the end being the fulfillment of a particular section of His
sacred Abrahamic pledge.

(0]
(0]

First, we will see in the Scriptures how God told Abraham that his
future descendants would dwell temporarily in Egypt. God also warned
him that for fourhundred years they would be afflicted and oppressed by
the Egyptians.

Genesis 15:1:23 (The Amplified Bible.)

12When the sun was setting, a deep sleep overcame
Abram, and a horror (a terror, a shuddering fear) of
great darkness assailed and oppresseu. hi

13and [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your
descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary
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residents in_a land that is not theirs [Eqypt], and they
will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed

for 400 years.

Are you beginningd understand the statement | made in chapter
one? You wil |l recall t hat | sai d, nAfter |
to Abr aham, Godods |l ove for Abraham and kee
made to him remained uppermost to God. From that point on, almost
every recorded act God performed was in some way connected with
Abraham and the binding agreement He had
Hi msel f makes it c¢clear in the previous text
Egypt was part of Godos mpdasisn f or Abr ahamés

It stands to reason that being Abrahamés
have known about the prophecy you just read in Genesis 15:13.
Therefore, when famine ravaged the land, if Isaac even considered going
down to Egypt, | am sure he was delighted whest prior to God
establishing His covenant with him, God intervened and forbade Isaac to
enter Egypt.

Genesis 26: 2 (The Amplified Bible.)

IAND THERE was a famine in the land, other than the
former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And
Isaac wat to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the
Philistines.

2And the Lord appeared to him and said, Do not go
down to Egyptlive in the land of which | will tell you.

Like his father before hi m, | saac obeyed
26:6 informs us that he diabt go down to Egypt. Instead, he remained
in Gerar. Obviousl vy, it was not yet ti me
15:13 to come to pass. God first had to
inevitable entry into Egypt. eFor, before /
all owed to live in Egypt, God had to estab
son, Jacob, and his posterity after him. You see, they were to be the
covenant descendants that God foretold would eventually dwell
temporarily in Egypt.

You will recall that whie |l saacbébs twin sons were stil
mot her 6s wo mb , Gibélt hteol el dRReebekladl, | serve
y 0 u n g @enesis 25:23.) Later in the series, in a separate chapter,
you will learn exactly what God meant by that statement. However, for
now, you must focus your attention on the subject at hand which is,
iSince the Jews are Godbés chosen peopl e, w
go into and to remain in Egypt?o0
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Rebekah obviously assfuémehde felodre rGosdhdasl Ist at
ser ve t hedhatyGoduimegledrta establish His covenant with
Jacob. Consequentl vy, she aided Jacob in d
blessing. Ordinarily, the eldest son, would have received the blessing.
But, these circumstances were certainly not the norm.

We are told in Genes®7:41 that Esau despised Jadwb because
of the Dblessing with wlhiischatredyEsau f at her Dbl es:
made up his mind that when his aged father died, he would kill Jacob.
Realizing the danger that Jacob was in, Rebekah persuaded Isaad to se

him to her brother Labanés house in Haran.
In chapter one of the present series, you will recall that as Jacob

journeyed to his Uncle Labandés house, God

(Bethel). Godo6s purpose for revealing Hi mself

traveledtoHar an was to establish His sacred cove

posterity as He had promised Abraham He would Jacob was thus

assured by God that he was the one the Lord had chosen to promote the
everlasting covenant, the covenant whi ch C
grandfather Abraham and had established with his father Isaac.

From Bet hel, Jacob went to his wuncle Lab.
went there with the full intention of someday returning to the land that
God promised to give to him and his descendants. Howéetore
Jacob could return to Canaan, he first had to find a wife and begin to
produce the covenant offspring that God had promised He would
multiply as the stars of the heavens, the offspring that would one day
inherit the land of Canaan as their evditag possession, the offspring
t hat according to Goddés Word in Genesis 1
Egypt and consequently be afflicted and oppressed by the Egyptians for
four hundred years.

Jacob was treated badly by his uncle. Laban used, deceived and
cheated Jacob However, no matter whatLaban did, God continued
to honor the Abrahamic covenant and the inspired blessing that

Isaac had placed upon Jacob So despite Labanbs dishone
still came out on top. Jabteerbasended up wit!
wi ves, two concubines, el even sons and aln
For, did not | saac 6 s29 ihdudestleiworgs, i n Genesi s

fié Let everyone be cursed who curses yand favored with blessings
who bl esses you. o

After twenty years of warisome labor and mistreatment by Laban,
God finally instructed Jacob to return to his native land and to his own
peopl e. Jacob obeyed Godébés commands. T h e
peace with his brother Esau, he traveled until he came to Shechem.
There hebought the parcel of land that he and his family had encamped
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on. He called that tiny parcel of the Promised Lan&lBhelsrael (that

i s, God, the God of | sr aleldhglsrael For Godds cl
hel d great meaning. that ons daynddldhe i zed Goddos p
|l and of Canaan would belong to Jacobds cove

Rachel died giving birth to her second son, Benjamin. Jacob
mourned for his beloved wife. Nevertheless, he finally had the twelve
covenant sons after whom the twelve camriribes of Israel were later
named. After Rachel s death, Jacob dwel't
promised would someday belong to his posterity. It was not yet time for
the Israelites to take possession of the Promised Land. However, it was
drawingc |l ose to the time when, in order to ful
15:13, they would be forced to enter Egypt and set up temporary
residence there.

Goddés promise to Abraham had to be ful fil
this point i n heplswas thgkeytd @od prinoting son Jos
His purpose in that area. To this day, we Christians get very upset when
we remember the abominable treatment that Joseph experienced at the
hands of his wicked brothers. However, we fail to understand that
though Godwas ot responsi ble for the brothersoé |
Joseph, He was responsible for Joseph being sold to the Ishmaelites and
thus carried as a slave into Egypt.

Yes, it was God Himself who sent Joseph
brothers. oGsending hinr theseswas twad fold.  First,
Josephos mi ssi on was t o preserve Abr ahamd

covenant posterity during the famine. Next
the favor of Pharoah and thus acquire temporary residence in the land of
Egypot for Jacobds posterity

As you know, God had prior knowledge of the impending famine
that would soon devastate the land. Consequently, in order to
accomplish all that He had promised His friend, Abraham, He had to
protect Abr ahamds. ForpGod coalchriot kekpdix endant s
unbreakable promise if Abrahamdéds <covenant
starvation before He accomplished it.

In the following verses, Joseph clearly explains all that | have
attempted to relay to you. He assures his brother&ihdtsent him into
Egypt to ensure the survival of the covenant descendants of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

Genesis 45:111 (The Amplified Bible.)

1THEN JOSEPH could not restrain himself [any longer]
before all those who stood by him, and he called out,
Caus every man to go out from me! So no one stood
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there with Joseph while he made himself known to his
brothers.

2And he wept and sobbed aloud, and the Egyptians [who
had just left him] heard it, and the household of Pharoah
heard about it.

3And Joseph saitb his brothers, | am Joseph! Is my
father still alive? And his brothers could not reply, for
they were distressingly disturbed and dismayed at [the
startling realization that they were in] his presence.

4and Joseph said to his brothers, Come near toIme,
pray you. And they did so. And he said, | am Joseph
your brother, whom you sold into Egypt!

SBut now, do not be distressed and disheartened or
vexed and angry with yourselves because you sold me
here,for God sent me ahead of you to preserve life.

BFor these two years the famine has been in the land,
and there are still five years more in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest.

’God sent me before you to preserve for you a posterity
and to continue a remnant on the earth, to save your
lives by a great escape and save for you many
Survivors.

850 now it was not you who sent me here, but Ganld
He has made me a father to Pharoah and lord of all his
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

Verses seven and eightTine Living Bibleread:

’God has sent me here to keep you and your families
alive, so that you will become a great nation.

8yes, it was God who sent me here, not yoind He
has made me a counselor to Pharoah, and manager of
this entire nation, ruler of all the land of Egypt.

TheseScriptures show beyond doubt that Joseph was acutely aware
that God had sent him into Egypt to help Him carry out His promise to
Abraham. The Lord had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that they
would become a great nation. He could not bring to pass#égment of
Hi s binding agreement with Abraham if Jaco
starvation So, God made Joseph Il ord of Pharoah
of all Egypt for two reasons:

(1) To keep His covenant people alive.
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(2) To fulfill His solemn pledge toAbraham, Isaac and Jacob
regarding their covenant descendants becoming a great nation

Thus, Joseph sent a message to his father. He encouraged his father
to come down to him in Egypt without delay. Joseph warned him that
the future held five more yeard famine. Verses nine through eleven

hold Josephds message to his father.

9Hurry and go up to my father and tell him, Your son
Joseph says this to yoGod has put me in charge of all
Egypt Come down to me; do not delay.

10yvou will live in the land oGoshen, and you will be
close to méyou and your children and your
grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and all you have.

11and there 1 will sustain and provide for you, so that
you and your household and all that are yours may not
come to poverty andiant, for there are yet five [more]
years of [the scarcity, hunger, and starvation of] famine.

For generations the Church has overlooked the most significant facts
of this whole happening. The Church imagined that a combination of
God providing for the draelites during the famine and the reunion
between Jacob and his lost son were the highlights of this incredible

story. But , as you now know, Godos
reunion, though touching, were secondarttod 6 s f i r st pri

going to such extremes was to carry out Hiwn purpose that is,

Godbés first priority for going to
sol emn oat h t o Abr aham, | saac and

posterity a great nation).

It is a Scriptural fact that this little bdrof Israelites, approximately
seventy plus the wives-27 Werehat keptb 0 s
alive because of anything they didRather, they survived so that
through them God could promote His sacred covenant to Abraham
and make of them the grat nation promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacoh

Many nations suffered starvation and misery during that particular
famine. Yet, the Jews were the only group of people for whom God
devised a famine survival plan. That is because they were the only group
of people alive with whom He had established His Abrahamic covenant.
They were also the only group of people alive through whom He would
eventually carry out His solemn oath to Abraham in its entirety.

Egypt benefited great !l yn. However, God 6 s

t hat plan had ot been devised for

pr ovi s
ority fo
such ex

Jacob a

sons

( Ge

f ami ne

Egypt 6s

n
included in Godds famine preparations
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God intended to use Egypt to further His own future purpose regarding
the Abrahamic covenant and tlseaelites. Keep these truths in mind as
you read about Jacobdéds reaction to the news

Genesis 45:228 (The Amplified Bible.)

2550 they went up out of Egypt and came into the land of
Canaan to Jacob their father,

26and they sal to him, Joseph is still alive! And he is

governor over al/l the | and of Egypt! A
began to stop beating and [he almost] fainted, for he did

not believe them.

27yt when they told him all the words of Joseph which
he had said to them, anehen he saw the wagons which
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their
father revived [and warmth and life returned)].

28nd Israel said, It is enough! Joseph my son is still
alive. | will go and see him before | die.

These seemingly simpl@ld Testament Bible stories that we have
heard from childhood are as prismatic and precious as beautiful
diamonds glistening in the sunlight. For, when these many faceted Bible
stories are exposed to the brilliance of added truth, that light is refracted
revealing innumerable levels of understanding that are new and glorious
to behold. However, the marvel of it all is that what you have seen to
this point is only the beginning of the incredible insight into Biblical
happenings that you will receive dsetseries progresses. So on that
note, let us continue our study of why the Jews ended up dwelling in

Egypt.
m

To refresh your memory in regard to God establishing His covenant
with Jacob and to make a smooth transition, we will repeat a segment of
Scripure that we covered in chapter one.

Genesis 28:1115 (The Amplified Bible.)

1Iand he came to a certain place and stayed there
overnight, because the sun was set. Taking one of the
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
down there to sleep.

12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it!

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



22

13and behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and
said, | am the Lord, the God of Abraham ydather
[forefather] and the God of Isaac; | will give to you and
to your descendants the land on which you are lying.

14and your offspring shall be as [countless as] the dust
or_sand of the groundand you shall spread abroad to
the west and the east attee north and the south; and by
you and your Offspring shall all the families of the earth
be blessed and bless themselves.

The next verse, verse fifteen, holds information that is extremely
important. So, fix your attention on the content of that verse.

15and behold, I am with you and will keep (watch over
you with care, take notice of) you wherever you may go,
and | will bring you back to this landfor_|I will not
leave vou until | have done all of which | have told

you.

Once you truly understand thercc umst ances surrounding Go
assurances to Jacob, you realize that verse fifteen could read: | will not
leave you and your descendants until you have helped Me carry out My
promises to Abraham, to Isaac, and to you.

As you now know, God had already toldraham in Genesis 15:13
that his descendants would dwell temporarily in Egypt and would be
afflicted and oppressed by the Egyptians for four hundred yehrs.
order for that prophecy to come about, it was first necessary for
Abr ahambs c ov e ntaenter Egypt and & mechamthere
for the specified period

Unbeknown to Jacob in Genesis 2818, his future task would be
to help God get Abrahamds covenant descen
Jacob and his descendants fully accomplished their mission, God
intended to stick to them like glue. Consequently, at the appropriate
time, God went so far as to even accompany Jacob on his journey down
to Egypt. In so doing, God kept His word to Abraham. He also kept His
word to Jacob in Genesis 28:Tt& | will not leave you until | have done
all of which I have told you. o

Genesis 46:Z sheds even more light on that subjefétr in those
verses, we see howsod did actually journey down to Egypt with
Jacob and his family
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Genesis 46:Z (The Amplified Bible.)

2And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night, and
said, Jacob! Jacob! And he said, Here am I.

3And He said, | am God, the God of your father; do not
be afraid to go down to Egypt, for | will there make of
you a great nation.

4 will go down with you & Egypt and | will also surely
bring you [your people Israel] up again; and Joseph will
put his hand upon your eyes [when they are to be closed

in death].

5So Jacob arose and set out from Beersheba, and

|l srael 6s sons conveyesdand heir father, t h
their wives in the wagons that Pharoah had sent to carry

him.

6and they took their cattle and the gains which they had
acquired in the land of Canaan and came into Egypt,
Jacob and all his offspring with him:

™Mis sons and hi ¢isdawghterdands ons wi t h  hi m,
hi s s on s @alldisaffgpting kerbsought with
him into Egypt.

With the knowledge of the future that Jacob possessed, it is
understandable that even with a personal invitation from Pharoah, he was
still skeptical about going intodypt to live. After all, God had told
Jacob6és own grandfather Abraham t hat his ¢
be slaves there, and that they would be afflicted and oppressed by the
Egyptians for four hundred years. However, in verses three and four of
the pevious text, God not only extended comfort to Jacob, but in verse
three, He also told him the reason why He wanted him to dwell in Egypt
Godbés reason was this: I n Egypt He wanted
into the great nation that He had promised theywould eventually
become Let us read verse three again.

3And He said, | am God, the God of your fathdw; not
be afraid to go down to Egypfor | will there make of
you a great nation.

God said,fié | will there make of you a great natian In other
words, God told the Israelites that while they dwelt temporarily in Egypt,
He would multiply them until they became the great nation of people that
He promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Thus, unbeknown to the
Egyptians, Godoés pl aplacevnmvehichitofulilise t heir | ani
that part of His sacred covenano put it bluntly, the land of Eqypt
was chosen by God as luman breeding ground
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You see, no matter how fruitful the Israelite women were, it would
be some years before that small band ofpfecould, by natural
reproduction, produce the great nation promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. They needed time. They also needed a place in which to
produce the covenant offspring of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The end of the matter is5od required a place in which the future
descendants of Abraham could thrive. He decided that that place
would be Egypt. Thus God acquired for them, through Joseph,

Pharoahoés favor and the most ferti

Pharoah knew that through Joseph, God bpared him and his
people from slow death by famine.
miraculous intervention. Therefore, because Pharoah was indebted to
God, he promised Josephbés family
which was Goshen. (Genedig:56.) God had every detail worked out.
The arrangement suited everyone since everyone profited.

(1) God had a place in which His people would have ample time to
multiply and become the great nation that He had promised they would
be.

(2) The Israktes had everything they needed to flourish numerically
and to prosper in every other way.

(3) Pharoah and the Egyptians had an opportunity to show their
appreciation to God and Joseph for sparing their lives and their land.

Only the allwise, altkknowing, uncompromisingly righteous God of
Abraham could have masterminded and carried out such a marvelous and
totally fair plan. His plan consisted of utilizing the famine to spare the
lives of Pharoah and his subjects and to prosper them as payment for the
period of time that His chosen people would use their land. His plan also
preserved Abrahamds, | saacbs and
provided them with a safe place to propagate in order to bring forth the
covenant nation that He promised Avam, Isaac and Jacob.

During and after the famine, the Israelites dwelt and prospered in the
land of Goshen as Pharoah had promisadd as God had promised,
they grew and multiplied exceedingly, steadily producing the great
covenant nation that God had pomised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Yes, they fulfilled God©os
in Eqypt. They multiplied exceedingly See this truth for yourself in
the next verse
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Genesis 47:27 (The Amplified Bible.)
27and Israel dwelt in the fad of Egypt, in the country of

Goshen; and they gained possessions tleargé grew
and multiplied exceedingly

O~

Jacob lived in Egypt for seventeen years before he died. During
those year s, he never forgot Godbds sol emn |
to himséf, nor did he forget the reason why His people remained in
Egypt. They were there to multiply. They were there to fulfill the
prophecy in Genesis 28:14 and 46:3. They were there to become a
great nation. They were there to become as countless as thesdor
sand of the ground

Even when Jacob was on his deathbed, with Joseph at his side, the
first words out of his mouth pertained to
words are found in the following verses.

Genesis 48:4 (The Amplified Bible.)

1SOME TIMEafter these things occurred, someone told
Joseph, Behold, your father is sick. And he took with
him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim [and went to
Goshen)].

2\When Jacob was told, Your son Joseph has come to
you, Israel collected his strength and sat uglmnbed.

3And Jacob said to Joseph, God Almighty appeared to
me at Luz [Bethel] in the land of Canaan and blessed me

4And said to me, Behold, | will make you fruitful and

multiply vou, and | will make you a multitude of people
and will give this land togur descendants after you as
an everlasting possession.

Jacob prophesied over and bl essed his t\v
sons. He then charged his family to carry his body back to the Promised
Land and to bury him with his grandfather Abraham and Isadathisr.

Before he died, Abraham had purchased a field in the Promised Land
to use as a burial place. Abraham and Isaac had been laid to rest in a
cave in that field. It was in that very plot that Jacob desired to be buried.
Genesis 49:33 then tells i When Jacob had finished comman
sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last and was
gathered to his [departed] people. o
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Later, with his dying breath, Joseph al s«
covenant. He even had the Israelites take@ath regarding his burial.
They swore that when | srael ds popul ation h

was time for God to accompany them on their journey to the land that He

swore He would give to the covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob, they wald take his bones with them and bury them in the

Promised Land. Thus, Joseph died, but the Israelites continued to

ful fildl Godbés purpose for their being in Ec¢
to multiply ). See this truth in the next verses.

Exodus 1:67 (Tre Amplified Bible.)
Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that
generation.

’But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and
increased abundantly; they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them.

To this pointintime,@d 6 s wi | | and purpose for the |
in Egypt had been beautifully accomplished. The Egyptians had kept
their agreement with the Il sraelites, and

multiplying at an incredible rate. As the previous verses divulge, the
land of Egypt was literally full of them.

O~
My friend, you now have the answer to thi
Jews are Godds chosen people, why did God

and to remain in Egypt?o God permitted the
to remain there so hat they could help Him carry out His sacred

oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God swore that He would make

of them a great nation, and Egypt was chosen by God as the place in

which He would perform that part of His binding contract. Yes,

God kept His wad. He made the Jews fruitful and multiplied them

until Egypt was overrun with them. God actually bred and

nourished the covenant nation of Israel in the midst of the nation of

Egypt.

The Egyptians had, to that eoint, ful fildl
|l etter and so had Godés chosen peopl e.

Exodus 1:7 (The Amplified Bible.)

7But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and
increased abundantly; they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them.
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Praise be to our righteous, faitffiul God! For, He allowed His
covenant people to dwell in Egypt in order to make of them the great
nation that He had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He
allowed the Jews to dwell in Egypt in order to keep His sacred
Abrahamic covenant.
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Chapter 3

WHY DID THE JEWS
END UP IN SLAVERY IN EGYPT?

At the beginning of the previous chapter, | promised | would answer
the question, AWhy Did The Jews End Up I n
now keep that promise. However, it is necessary that | first address the
i ssue of the Jewsd transition from free men
to their eventual enslavement by the Egyptians. To help you shift your
focus to the latter, we will briefly review some of the highlights covered
in chapter two.

(1) It was so imortant that the Jews dwell in Egypt that God
actually accompanied them into Egypt.

(2) Godbés purpose for allowing His chose
was to keep the promise He had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God
promi sed t he JaeHesvéuld multiple their descendants t h
as the stars of the heavens and make of them a great nation. God chose
the land of Egypt in which to accomplish that segment of His binding
contract.t God6s plan was that His covenant peopl
until th ey produced the multitude (that is, the nation) of people that
He promised to their forefathers.

(3) To save His people from the effects of an imminent famine and
t o prepare t he way for Hi s peopl eds favo
Egyptians, God sent Josepbefore them. Through Joseph, God
miraculously spared the Egyptian people from the ravages of famine.
Thus, He intentionally filled them with a sense of gratitude and
obligation toward God and His servant Joseph.

(4) Unbeknown t o tedsings &g ynprtyi an s, Godobs
toward them during the famine were really a form of compensation.
Those benefits were payment in advance for the period of time that the
Jews would use their land to propagate the covenant nation that God
promised to Abraham, Isaac aratadb.

(5) Knowing that he was indebted to God
Pharoah promised the Israelites the use of the best of the land od Egypt
Goshen. He also promised them the best of all the food in Egypt. Plus,
Pharoah instructed them to not womdpout any goods they might be
forced to leave behind. He insisted that they would have the best that
Egypt could offer.
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(6) For a ti me, Godbés purpose was ful fil
in Egypt without any complications. He caused them to multiply
exceedingly. We will pickup by reading again the last Scripture text in
chapter two.

Exodus 1:67 (The Amplified Bible.)
6Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that

generation.

’But the descendants of Israel were fruitful and
increased abundantly they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them.

Up to this point in time, Godos will and
living in Egypt had been beautifully accomplished. The Egyptians had
kept their agreement with the Israeltes and Godés chosen peopl e
multiplying at an incredible rate. As the previous verses divulge, the
l and of Egypt was Iliterally full of them.
the perfect conditions they enjoyed changed drastically.

OO~

In order for me toelay to you the answer of why the previously
menti oned perfect conditions changed afte
necessary that | first impart to you the following ®gening historical
facts. However, | will do my best to be brief, trusting that you \atid
do your own research into the following matter.

According to the Sixth Edition oWorld Civilization under the
heading fAiThe Egyptian Civilizationd by Edw
Lee Ralph, Robert E. Lerner and Standish Meacham, while Egypt was in
a shate of internal chaos, she was invaded by foreigners. The
aforementioned internal chaos and foreign invasion lasted for almost two
hundred vyear s, from 1786 to 1575 B.
I nvasion of The Hyksos, 0 wmwwdedlyad,
the HyksosoOo or ARul ers of Foreign Landsé.
Semitic, waflike people whose military superiority was attributed to
their possession of and skill with horses and hdragvn war chariots.

The next piece of this amazing puzzlefewnd inSmi t hé s Bi bl e
Dictonaryunder t he heading fiJoseph. o Smith re:
probably born about 1746 B.C. Thus, we see that the Hyksos were
already in power in Egypt when Joseph was sold by his brothers into
slavery. That fact is extregty important because it provides vital
answers to questions that men frequently ask.
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For example, men have often wondered why, under any
circumstances, the Pharaoh of Egypt would have endowed such
tremendous power and authority as he did upon aEgyptian. You
will recall that Joseph was put in command of all the land of Egypt. He
was second only to Pharaoh himself.

The answer to the previous query is now evident. For, as you
learned, the Pharaoh was himself a-Bgyptian. The foreign rulers had
comuered Egypt, and it was a Hyksos who at that time sat upon the
throne of Egypt. Thus, it was a Semite Pharaoh who conferred power
and authority upon Joseph, the Semite slave.

According to numerous sources, includifgnk and Wagnalls New
Encyclopediaunde r the heading fAiHyksos, o0 fAthe only
account of the Hyksos is in a passage cited by the Jewish historian
FIl avius Josephus. 0 Menti oned also is the
inscriptions and sculpture and pottery remains showsthigge kings
adapted themselves to Egyptian customs and took Egyptian names
The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bihleder the heading
AHyksos, 0 brings out the point t hat t he H-
themsel ves Pharonic &t ylfe Rien®l udHenngc et,h ewet i
see that these Semite rulers also adopted the Egyptian religion. Like the
Pharaohs who had ruled before him, the Hyksos Pharaoh became the
focus of Egyptian worship. To himself and the Egyptian people, Pharaoh
became the incarnati@f the sun god Re, also known as Ra, Amon Ra,
Amon and Horus.

I n this same source, we read, Aeforei gl
administrative posts (cf. Joseph) é. o0 Thu
connection between the Semite Hyksos Pharaoh and the Semite slave
Joseph. It was evidently a common and acceptable practice at that time
for nonEgyptians such as Joseph to be placed in executive governmental
positions.

From all available Biblical and historical facts, we must conclude
that God raised up the Hyksos in erdo use them to help Him carry out

Hi s covenant with Abr aham, |l saac and Jacob
Semite slave to ruler over all the land of Egypt was made easy by the fact
t hat , prior to Josephds ascension to power

for His advancement.

O~
While Joseph lived and the Hyksos ruled Egypt, the Israelites fared
wel | . However, after Josephos deat h, t he

Israelites had enjoyed to that point in time changed considerably. The
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next quote from th&he Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionaryynder the
heading AHyksos, 0 concurs with my previous

During their rule, which was more

friendly to foreigners than were native

Egyptian dynasties, Joseph came to

Egypt and rose to be prime minister,

bring n g his father Jacoboés family to
dwell in Goshen, near the Hyksos

capital at Avaris in the Delta.

...Between 1600 and 1550 B.C. the

Hyksos were driven out by a native

Egyptian  dynasty unfriendly to

foreigners, and the capital restored to

Thebes, its ea#dr location. From this

time date the misfortunes of Jacobéd
rapidly increasing descendants,

terminating only with their escape

from Egypt.

When in power, the Hyksos had left a portion of Egypt under the rule
of the old Egyptian nobility. These Egyptiamers were required to pay
tribute to the Hyksos. It was these same nobles who started the
nationalistic revolt against the foreign rulers and ousted the Hyksos from
power, driving them out of Egypt. After two hundred years, the native
Egyptians were fially rid of all foreign rulers.

It stands to reason that from that time forth, the Egyptians were
extremely wary of all foreigners. After all, they had experienced defeat
at the hands of foreigners, foreigners who had occupied their land for
two hundredy e ar s . So, you can see how the Egy
foreigners would have affected their relationship with and treatment of
the Israelites.

Moreover, according to Exodus 1:8 The Living Bible the new
native Egyptian king (that is, the king who was wmwble for the
recorded abuse that the Israelites experienced in Egypt) felt no obligation
to the foreigner, Joseph, Josephos God or
Pharaoh chose to ignore the past mercy that God had extended toward his
nation. He chose to ovedk the fact that God had miraculously spared
the people of Egypt from the ravages of famine and to disregard the
promises that the former Hyksos Pharoah had made to Joseph.
Consequently, the second part of Godds pr oj
to pass.
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Genesis 15:13 (The Amplified Bible.)

13and [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your
descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary
residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypind they
will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed

for 400 years
As one considers this whole sequence of events, one cannot help but

recognize Satanédés influence. Yes, it is ol
the dastardly deeds that were perpetrated upon the Israelites by the

Egyptian people. Afteralvh o woul d want t o ee Godbs pur |
area frustrated more than Godoés enemy, the
want Godbés covenant promi se to make Abr aheée
accomplished through the fruitfulness of the Israelite people. However,

the fact that Satan was at work during that time did not excuse the

Egyptiansd abominable crimes against God an

S
0

I mentioned the EgyptiansO crimes against
God actually suffered ther Yoosee, from Egypt 6:
because of the previously mentioned two hundred years of foreign rule,
the Egyptians came to view |srael dés popul a
their own safety. Thus, consumed by irrational fear, you might say they
went st r ai ghgular femr (thatGie, dHisssacredi oath to
Abraham).

God had made an unbreakable contract with Abraham. In that sacred
agreement, God promised He would multiply Abraham exceedingly. He
al so established Hi s covenant wi t h | saac
reputaton was at stake. His agreement with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
had to be kept. Yet, since the Egyptians considered the Israelites to be an
internal threat to their own survival, their main objective was to stop the
propagation of the descendants of Abrahisaac and Jacob at any cost.

The Egyptians used every form of cruelty imaginable to try to put a
hal't to the reproduction of Godbés chosen
God had no intention of allowing those ungrateful, prorbisaking
people to prevent i from keeping His promise to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. As God had foretold in Genesis 46:3, the Jews would become
a_great nation, and they would become a great nation in_Egypt
Thus, the more the Egyptians abused them, the more God caused His
people tomul t i pl y. Even so, the I sraeliteso6 pc
served to anger and alarm the Egyptians that much more.

It might seem odd to you that in the previous paragraph | accused the
generation of native Egyptians living during that time of defaulbimgn
agreement that had been made, not by them but by an earlier Hyksos

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



33

Pharaoh. In order to put your mind at ease regarding that issue, let me

assure you that the previously mentioned query will be addressed and

satisfactorily answered in subsequerdiers of this book. However, at

this time, it is needful that | do not distract you from the issue at hand,

which i s, AWhy Did The Jews End Up I n Sl ave

Now that you know how, prior to this incident, foreigners had
conquered and ruled Egypirftwo hundred years, the following verses
will give you insight into the warped mentality of the ruling Pharoah of
that period. They will also provide you with a glimpse of the wickedness
of his Egyptian subjects. Moreover, they will give you an idethef
severe measures the Egyptians resorted to in order to blot out the
covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Exodus 1:622 (The Amplified Bible.)

6Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that
generation.

’But the descendants of Israelere fruitful and
increased abundantly;they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, and the land was full of them

SNow a new king arose over Egypt who did not know
Joseph.

Verse eight inThe Living Biblereads,

8Then, eventually, a new king came to theone of
Egypt who felt no obligation to the descendants of
Joseph.

9He said to his people, Behold, the Israelites are too
many and too mighty for us [and they outnumber us
both in people and in strength]

10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they
multiply more and, should war befall us, they join our
enemies, fight against us, and escape out of the land.

The Egyptians were terrified that the Israelites, who now
outnumbered them, would end up making war against Egypt. Their
irrational fears made &m feel that they were between a rock and a hard
place. On the one hand, the Egyptians felt that if they allowed the
Israelites to continue on as they were, they would remain an internal
threat. While on the other hand, if they forcibly expelled thecldes
from Egypt, they would then have a nation of people who were greater in
number and strength than themselves posing an external threat. Thus, in
their shrewdness, the Egyptians contrived a plan that would totally
remove both facets of their imaginknlaelite threat to Egypt and would,
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at the same time, allow the Egyptians to capitalize on the available
Israelite work force.

115, they set over [the Israelites] taskmasters to afflict
and oppress them with [increased] burdens. And [the
Israelites] bult Pithom and Rameses as store cities for
Pharoah.

128t the more [the Egyptians] oppressed them, the
more they multipled and expanded, so that [the
Egyptians] were vexed and alarmed because of the
Israelites.

13and the Eqgyptians reduced the Israelites severe
slavery.
14They made their lives bitter with hard service in

mortar, brick, and all kinds of work in the field. All their
service was with harshness and severity.

Once Pharoah realized that affliction, oppression, harshness,
wearisome toil and evesevere slavery did not affect the fertility of the
Israelite people, he resorted to horrific tactics to try to bring their birth
rate under control. He ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill their own
peoplesd newly born male babies.

This whole devious segtuwas unmistakably contrived in the pits of
hel | . It was a plot inspired by the devil
(that is, to interfere with God carrying out His sacred pledge to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacdb For, on the one hand, we have God causirtbe
Israelites to multiply as the stars of the heavens as He had promised
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob He would, while on the other hand, we
have Pharoah commanding a segment of Godoés
to murder the very offspring that God had sent the Isradéites into
Egypt to produce Thank God that the midwives feared God enough to
di sregard Pharoahdéds command.

To verify what | have said to this point, let us read verses fifteen
through twentyone.

Exodus 1:181 (The Amplified Bible.)
15Then the king of gypt said to the Hebrew midwives,

of whom one was named Shiprah and the other Puah,

16When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and
see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill
him; but if it is a daughter, she shall live.
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The main reasoRharoah commanded that only Israelite male babies
be destroyed was because he feared that in the future, those male babies
would grow into strong men, become fierce warriors and war against

Egypt

17But the midwives feared God and did not do as the
king of Egypt commanded, but let the male babies live.

1830 the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said
to them, Why have you done this thing and allowed the
male children to live?

19The midwives answered Pharoah, Because the
Hebrew women are not like thiggyptian women; they
are vigorous and quickly delivered; their babies are
born before the midwife comes to them.

2050 God dealt well with the midwivasd the people
multiplied and became very strong

21and because the midwives revered and feared God,
He made them households [of their own].

Pharoahos conspiracy t o ma k e t he mi dwi v
murderous dirty work was an utter failure. Instead of his insidious plot
di mini shing I|srael s popul ati on, Godbés peo
growth. As it iswritten in verse twentyfié the people multiplied and
became very strong. 0

Neverthel ess, Pharoaho6s fearful obsessi on
the Israelite people persisted Consequently, he eventually concocted
yet another horrendous scheme. This time,cbmmanded his own
subjects to perform the murders that the Israelite midwives refused to do.
Can you imagine this?A whole nation of potential baby killers!

The Egyptians were even instructed in Hebrew male baby
extermination procedures. The depopulatia of Abr ahamos
descendants would be accomplished by drowning. Yes, the tiny,
helpless covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were
cast into the merciless waters of the river Nile. Thus, the Nile
became the mass grave of the innocence of Israel.

Exodus 1:22 (The Amplified Bible.)

22Then Pharoah charged all his people, saying, Every
son born [to the Hebrews] you shall cast into the river
[Nile], but every daughter you shall allow to live.

Oh, the ingratitude and cruelty of the Egyptian peoplaeyTrepaid
Godbés past kindness by afflicting, oppress
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Hi s chosen covenant peopl e. They recompe
murdering His beloved peoplebds precious mal

Imagine the heartache the Lord must have endured duratdang
and awful period. Over and over again, God had to witness the
Egyptians drowning His male covenant babies as fast as He could
produce them. He had to witness the evil behavior of a people who owed
Him so much, a people whose ancestors had amyived the famine
because of His kindness. Yes, God had to look on as the Egyptians cast
His babies of promise into the dark, cold waters of the river Nile.

My friend, if the insight you now possess into that heartbreaking
situation does not cause you gaeve over what God suffered at the
hands of the Egyptians, | do not know what it will take to touch your
heart. Watching any baby being deliberately drowned like a rat would be

traumati c, but t hese babi es wer e t he f ul
unbreakal® promise. And they were being drowned by the very nation
of people who owed their survival as a nat

former brethren, Joseph.

Another sad point to consider is that the Jews were innocent victims.
They had never given the Edigns reason to suspect them of such

treacherous behavior. On the contrary, t h
exemplary conduct should have been all the proof the Egyptians needed
to know that they had absolutely no inten

enemiesor fighting against the Egyptians in the future. If the Israelites
had harbored such ambitions, they would have already fought against the
Egyptians. For, it is clear that the Israelites outnumbered and were
greater in strength than the Egyptians.

Furtrermore, the Israelites had no control whatsoever over the
population explosion that their race was experiencing. For, as you now
know, the Lord Himself was responsible for their fruitfulness. Yet, one
cannot fault God for failing to put a halttothealse | i t esd® frui tful ness
order to keep them out of slavery since He was obligated to cause them
to multiply. After all, He had given His solemn oath to Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. God swore to those men that He would multiply their
descendants as the stafghe heavens and make of them a great nation.
Furthermore, God told Jacob that his descendants would become
that great nation in Egypt. (Genesis 46:3.) Under such circumstances
as | have just described, what else could our uncompromisingly righteous

God do but keep His sacred vow to the 1| sraece
O~
Christian, you now know the answer to the

Jews End Up | n SrheaJevesreydedlup in Slayernyp t ? 0

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



37

because Satan wanted to keep God from fulfilling His sacred

promi se to Abr aham, | saac, and Jacob, the p
descendants would become a great nation in Egypt. As you now

know, Satan played on the unjustified concerns of the Egyptians.

Thus, fearing another foreign invasion, the ungrateful ruling

Pharoah reneged on the agreement that the earlier Hyksos Pharoah

had made with I srael. With one swipe of
Sat an attempted to destroy Godobs reputat.i
nation that God was breeding in the land of Egypt.

The bottom line is the Jews were enslaved for simply allowing
God to multiply them exceedingly. The Jews were enslaved for
allowing God to fulfill His sacred covenant through them. The Jews
were enslaved so that God could keep covenant with Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob and potect His holy name.

OO T~

There is yet another aspect of this whole scenario that also needs to
be identified. The Jews partly suffered so that you and | might be

blessed. For, did not God promise Abrahéné i n you wi | | al l t he
families and kindred of theaer t h b e fQemesiss1@:8.)é And,
did not God also promise Jacbbé by your of fspring shall al/l

of the eart l{{Geress 26:4.)e Mysfreertl éthe@ews had to
endure that suffering in Egypt in order for God to be able to evepntuall
bless us Gentiles through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, a fact
that will be made crystal clear in other chapters of this book.

Certainly, we all gained because of the four hundred years of
affliction and oppression that the Jews suffered. Wegaatied because
of the cruel slavery they endured. We all gained because of the terror
and grief the Jews experienced by seeing their babies murdered before
their eyes. Yes, everything the Jews went through was partly for us.
Therefore, we must not eMii ingratitude and cruelty toward them as
Pharoah and the Egyptian people did. We Gentiles must not repay their
good deeds by mistreating the very race through whom God has and will
continue to bless us.

Oh, my friend, it is time for the Church to exmdser gratitude to
Godds chosen covenant peopl e. It i's ti me
sticking in there through thick and thin so that through them all the
families of the earth might be blessed. No race of people in the history
of the world has evesuffered as they have in order to help God keep His
sacred unbreakable promise and thus, protect His reputation. Truly the
Jews are to be admired and praised for their endurance.
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Chapter 4

WERE THE EGYPTIANS
PUNISHED FOR THEIR CRIMES
AGAINST THE JEWISHPEOPLE?

It is understandable that after studying the last two chapters you
woul d want an answer to the question, n w
puni shed for their heinous c¢crimes against
That question should and will be addressedhis chapter while the
Egyptiansd vileness and treachery are stil
answer to the previous question does, however, necessitate a temporary
deviation from the Biblical chronological order of events. Nevertheless,
before chapter fauis ended, you will possess the answer to the question
| just posed. In addition, the information contained in this portion of the
series will provide you with insight into terms used in subsequent
chapters.

First, I want t o drpaedctioninuGenesist t enti on to
15:13 that we studied earlier. | also want to remind you that the
prophesy did not end in verse thirteen. The following verse (verse
fourteen) al so contains part of Godds futu
both verses together.

Genesis 15:1314 (The Amplified Bible.)

13and [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your

descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary
residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and they
will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppresse

for 400 years.

148yt 1 will bring judgment on that nation whom they
will serve and afterward they will come out with great
possessions.

The portion of verse fourteen that we are presently interested in says,
ABut | wil/l bri ng jnu dtghmeeyn twiolBdd tsheartv enéa.toi on
foretold that He would execute judgment upon the Egyptians for the four
hundred years of tyranny and cruelty that
hands. To see further evidence of that fact, we will also read the
following verse.
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Nehemiah 9:10 (The Amplified Bible.)

10vou performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh
and all his servants and all the people of his |afud
You knew that they dealt insolently against the
Israelites And You got for Yourself a name, as it is
today.

The Living Bibler e a dYsy disglayed great miracles against
Pharaoh and his peopl&r You knew how brutally the Egyptians were

treating themé . 0

The Egyptian people lifted themselves up in pride, insolence and
hatred toward God and everything He stoad. f They refused to
acknowledge Goddéds past kindness to them.
broke their agreement with Godds peopl e.
behavior toward the Israelites was barbaric. You will recall, they went
so far as to murder tHsraelites newborn male babies. They -cold
bloodedly drowned them in the river Nile.

The Egyptians repaid Godds generosity to
enslaving and murdering His chosen people. Consequently, they brought
upon theirown headsod ds cur s e iiénl wilbldeasatmses 12 : 3,
who bless you and curse him who curses or uses insolent language
toward VYoué.ud it bl untl v, the Egyptiansdo
retribution for the four hundred years that they had mistreated
God b s coheoamtpanple

God had witnessed every devious plot that the Egyptians contrived to
harm His beloved covenant people. He had also witnessed every
insidious act and every wrong word that the Egyptians had spoken
against His people. It was now time fbetEgyptians to reap what they

had sown. Yes, it was time for Godbs war ni
to pass,fié |_will_bring judgment on_that nation whom they will
serve& . 0

Out of what seemed to be an utterly helpless and hopeless situation,
God raised ugHis instrument of judgment, who was of course, Moses.
The very decree that threatened the survival of Israel as a race of people
became the means to righting every injustice that had been perpetrated
upon Gododés people by the Egyptians.

Godnotonlyspad baby Moses from Pharaohoés decre
Pharaoh6és own daughter to protect, rai se a
wisdom and culture of the Egyptians. Ironically, God had the Egyptians
themselves prepare for Him the very vessel He intended to usmito p
out His punishment upon all Egypt for their brutal treatment of His
covenant people.
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OO~

Now that you comprehend the Scriptural reasons behind God
chastising the Egyptians, we will briefly study the curses (plagues) that
God, through Moses, poured outompthem as punishment for their
insidious crimes against His people, the Jews.

PLAGUE NO. 1: THE WATERS OF THE NILE TURN TO
BLOOD

The first plague that God sent upon the Egyptians involved the
waters of the river Nile turning to blood. The following s&s give us a
glimpse of what the plague of blood entailed.

Exodus 7:1419 (The Amplified Bible.)

4T hen the Lord said to Mo s es, Pharaohos
and stubborn; he refuses to let the people go.

13G0 to Pharaoh in the morning; he will be going out to

t he water; wai t for him by the rivero6s
which was turned to a serpent you shall take in your
hand.

16and say to him, The Lord, the God of the Hebrews has
sent me to you, saying, Let My people go, that they may
serve Me in the wildernesand behold, heretofore you
have not listened.

1Thus says the Lord, In this you shall know, recognize,
and understand that | am the Lordehold, | will smite
with the rod in my hand the waters in the [Nile] River,
and they shall be turned to blood.

Oh, ny friend, think about it, the very river in which the tiny,
covenant Israelite babies had been drowned turned to blood. The stark
realization of the meaning of this judgment is obvious. If the blood of
one murdered man (Abel) cried out to God from theugd, how much
more would the blood of all those innocent covenant babies whom the
Egyptians murdered cry out to God! The river Nile turning to blood
showed the Egyptiands guilt. The bl ood of
out for justice.

The blood did ot stay within the confines of the banks of the Nile.
No, it spewed into every river, every stream, and every pond of water in
Egypt. It even ended up in the containers used to draw water from the
Nile. The blood of those tiny victims cried out for jast and now
justice had arrived. Thus, the bloody waters of the Nile ran like a
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foreboding messenger throughout Egypt, pro
and the start of Gododos puni shment .

18The fish in the river shall die, the river shall become
foul smeling, and the Egyptians shall loathe to drink
from it.

19and the Lord said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Take your
rod and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt,
over their streams, rivers, pools, and ponds of water,
that they may become blood; and theskall be blood
throughout all the land of Egypt, in containers both of
wood and of stone.

During |l srael 6s four hundred vyears of a
Godbés covenant babies were not the only 1| si
the hands of the Egyptian Consequently, the blood (a symbol of
Egyptdéds murderous guilt) was displayed by
of Egypt. Yes, the blood was visible in the waters, and it was also visible
on the land. For in verse nineteen, the Lord d&dand there shalbe
blood throughout all the land of Egypt, in containers both of wood and of
stone. O

PLAGUE NO. 2: FROGS

The second plague crawled out of the waters of the Nile and onto the
land. Frogs and more frogs covered the land of Egypt. Can you imagine
havingswarms of slimy, smelly frogs crawling all over your house, all
over your food, all over your beds, all over your children and even on
your own body?

As we continue to read about Godbés puni s
people, try to put yourself in their stoe Think how you would feel if
you were in that same situation. But also, remember the crimes they
committed against God and His covenant people. Then ask yourself;
Was their punishment to this point in time sufficient? Did the
punishment fit the crir?

Exodus 8:14 (The Amplified Bible.)

ITHEN THE Lord said to Moses, Go to Pharaoh and
say to him, Thus says the Lord, Let My people go, that
they may serve Me.

2And if you refuse to let them go, behdldyill smite
your entire land with frogs

3And the river shall swarm with frogs which shall go
up and come into your house, into your bedchamber
and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants
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and upon your people, and into your ovens, your
kneading bowls, and your dough.

4and the frogs shall come upn you and on your
people and all your servants.

God had broadcast t he Egyptianso

watery blood of the Nile and dried blood upon their land. Next, through
the frog plague, God had forced the Egyptians to undergo a taste of the
discomfort and mental distress and anguish that His people had
experienced at their hands for the past four hundred years. Hordes of
distasteful, vile frogs crept into every aspect of the Egyptians daily lives.
The very presence of those despicable,\slimeatures made their lives
unbearabl e. Just as it had been
oppression, so it now was for the Egyptians. For, there was nothing that
they could do to alleviate their discomfort.

One shudders at the very thought ldittghastly scene. Everywhere
the Egyptians went and everything they did, there were their croaking
longlegged tormentors. Even the act of sitting down to weep or to rest
was obviously interfered with by those repugnant hordes. For, how
could the Egyptins sit down without sitting on the fat, slimy bodies of
those frogs and squashing their bowels all over their delicate linen
clothing? How could the Egyptians walk through their houses without
stepping on the slithering creatures until their intestireed between
their toes?

Surely their appetites must also have been affected. After all, who
would want to eat food after swarms of filthy, smelly frogs had excreted
on it. No wonder Psalm 78:45 informs us that the frogs destroyed the
Egyptians.

The shoeawas on the other foot. The Egyptians who had tormented
the Israelites were now being tormented. The Egyptians who had caused
the Israelites to undergo mental torture were now suffering severe mental
anguish. And as Psalm 105:30 tells us, even Phar@bhad escape
these slimy oppressors. The frogs found their way to his royal chambers
also. Yes, Pharaoh, his family and his servants all suffered the same
distress, the same mental agony as the rest of the Egyptians. Yet their
discomfort had just begurFor many more plagues still lay ahead.

PLAGUES NO. 3 AND 4: BLOODSUCKING INSECTS

The third and fourth plagues were more hideous than the two before.
They were more hideous because severe physical pain was continually
inflicted upon the Egyptians. Rjae three consisted of biting,
bloodsucking gnats, and plague four involved bloodsucking gadflies.
The physical pain and suffering inflicted by those bloodsucking gnats
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and flies was recompense for every drop of blood that was extracted

from the backs ofGo d 6 s peopl e by t he whi ps of
taskmasters. Yes, the Egyptians were paid back for every blow or kick

that drew blood, for every bloody nose the Israelites suffered, for every

injury that caused their blood to flow.

Exodus 8:1617 (The Ampliéd Bible.)

16Then the Lord said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Stretch
out your rod and strike the dust of the ground, that it
may become biting gnats or mosquitoes throughout all
the land of Egypt.

17and they did so; Aaron stretched out his hand with his
rod ard struck the dust of the eartapd there came
biting gnats or mosquitoes on man and beaatl the
dust of the land became biting gnats or _mosquitoes
throughout all the land of Eqypt

Exodus 8:224 (The Amplified Bible.)

20Then the Lord said to MosesjsR up early in the
morning and stand before Pharaoh as he comes forth to
the water; and say to him, Thus says the Lord, Let My
people go, that they may serve Me.

21Else, if you will not let My people go, behold, | will
send swarms [of bloodsucking gadflieipon you, your
servants, and your people, and into your houses; and the
houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms [of
bloodsucking gadflies], and also the ground on which
they stand.

228t on that day | will sever and set apart the land of
Goshenin which My people dwell, that no swarms [of

gadflies] shall be there, so that you may know that | am
the Lord in the midst of the earth.

23and 1 will put a division and a sign of deliverance
between My people and your people. By tomorrow shall
this signbe in evidence.

24And the Lord did so; and there came heavy and

oppressive swarms [of bloodsucking gadflies] into the

house of Pharaoh anamdihalls servant soé
of Eqgypt the land was corrupted and ruined by reason

of the great invasion [of gadigg.

t h

hous

Psalm 105:31 saysiHe s poke, and there came swar ms

and flies and mosquitoes and |ice in al
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Psalm 78:45sayfiHe sent swarms of [venomous]
which devoured themeé. o

These verses make it clear that the flies only sucked the blood of
the Egyptians and their animals, but they also pumped poison into their
bodies at the same time. Yes, the gnats and blood sucking flies devoured
the flesh of the Egyptians and their animals.

Flesh was not all that the flies@fed. Those flies carried diseases.
Did not Exodus 8:iRdl ofiEgyptdhe tanduvas t ha't i é
corrupted and ruined by reason of the great invasion of [gadflkés
For you see, when the flies died and came in contact with something, that
something spoiled. They made even the Egyptian perfume smell putrid.
Remember what Eccl esi BEBAD EldES talsel says ?
the ointment of the perfumer to putrefy [and] send forth a vileé@don

All four plagues that we have touched on were veryemev
However, even combined, they did not compare with the four hundred
years of pain and abuse that the Israelites had suffered at the hands of the
Egyptians. The punishment still did not fit the crime. Thus, a fifth
plague was poured out upon Egypt.

PLAGUE NO. 5: MURRAIN

The fifth plague involved the hand of the Lord falling upon all the
livestock of Egypt that were out in the fields. God sent a plague of
murrain upon al/l Egypt s domestic ani
highly infectious diseasebat affect domestic animals. Anthrax would
fall under the murrain category. And, as you may know, anthrax is very
contagious and usually fatal. The next verses reveal what happened to
Egyptdéds |l ivestock.

Exodus 9:16 (The Amplified Bible.)

ITHEN THE Lod said to Moses, Go to Pharaoh and
tell him, Thus says the Lord God of the Hebrews: Let My
people go, that they may serve Me.

2 you refuse to let them go and still hold them,

3Behold, the hand of the Lord [will fall] upon your
livestock which are out inthe field, upon the horses,
the donkeys, the camels, the herds and the flocks; there
shall be a very severe plague

4But the Lord shall make a distinction between the
livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, and
nothing shall die of all that belosgo the Israelites.
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SAnd the Lord set a time, saying, Tomorrow the Lord
will do this thing in the land.

6And the Lord did that the next daand all [kinds of]
the livestock of Eqypt diedbut of the livestock of the
Israelites not one died.

Youwillrecd | t hat as compensation for the | sreé
|l and, God had all owed Joseph t o interpr
Consequentl vy, during the famine, Pharaohos

grain while no one else in Egypt had any food. Thus, Josepbdead
able to strike a bargain on behalf of Pharaoh with the inhabitants of
Egypt. The bargain was for the Egyptians to give their livestock to
Pharaoh in exchange for food. Let us read about that incident in the
following verses.

Genesis 47:188 (TheAmplified Bible.)

15And when the money was exhausted in the land of
Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came
to Joseph and said, Give us food! Why should we die
before your very eyes? For we have no money left.

16Joseph said, Give up yodivestock, and | will give
you food in exchange for [them] if your money is gone.

1750 they brought their livestock to Joseph, and [he]
gave them food in exchange for the horses, flocks,
cattle of the herds, and the donkeys; and he supplied
them with foodin exchange for all their livestock that
year.

18\ hen that year was ended, they came to [Joseph] the
second year and said to him, We will not hide from my
lord [the fact] that our money is spent; my lord also has
our herds of livestock; there is nothindtla the sight of

my lord but our bodies and our lands.

By giving Pharaoh all the money and livestock in the land, God had
more than compensated him for the four hundred years that Israel was to
live in Egypt and use his land. However, through the munpéague,
God took back all the livestock in the field. Pharaoh had broken his
promise to Joseph, Jacob and the Israelite people. Rather than
continuing to | et Godbés people eat of t he
promised he would, Pharaoh afflicted and regged them and reduced
them to cruel bondage. It is clear that God could not allow Pharaoh or
his people to continue to benefit in any way from an agreement that he
did not keep.
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Notice that in the former paragraph, | accuse the reigning Pharaoh of
brealking his agreement with the Israelite people, although, it was an
earlier Hyksos Pharaoh who actually made that agreement. My reasons
for identifying both the past and present Pharaohs as one and the same
person will soon be made clear. Part of the answvérat query will be
given in this chapter, while another enlightening segment will be
provided later in the series.

OO~

You might ask, fABut why did the fish, <cro
to suffer and die? Why didniét God confine
the Egyptian people?b0 Let me begin to ar
saying, what greater punishment could the Egyptians have received than
to be forced to stand by helplessly while the things they considered
sacred died in front of their eyes. Furthermavhat greater humiliation
and chastisement could they have been forced to undergo than to be
brutally assaulted by their sacred objects of worship.

Since we are at the present time in a study about Israel, | do not want
to take the time to go into a lehgtexplanation of the animals, insects
and fish that were considered sacred by the Egyptians. Rather, let me
encourage you to do your own research on that topic. | will simply point
out a few pertinent facts that are recordedsimi t hés Bi bl e Dictionar
under the heading APl agues, The Ten. o

Plague No. 1 Blood The river Nile was one of Egypt
adored as a source of life to the agricultural products and the Egyptian

people. Plus, certain types of fish and the crocodile that lived iNithe

were considered to be sacred. When God plagued the Nile, everything

that lived in it or drank from it suffered.

Plague No. 2 Frogs The Egyptians viewed frogs as sacred and as
objects of worship. Thus, their objects of worship became a horrible
oppressive plague.

Plague No. 3 Lice The land which was worshipped turned into a source
of torment. The dust produced the curse. Consequently, the Egyptians
incurred religious defilement. Also the air which was worshipped was
defiled.

Plague No. 4 Fles Some f eel that these flies were i
The scarabaus is a large beetle that is known to attack man. It was

considered sacred by the Egyptians. God plagued the Egyptians with the

very insects that they revered.
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Plague No. 5 Murrain. Cattle were Egyptian deities. They were
actually worshipped by them. God
deities.

Now you know why God included in His judgment the animals, fish
and insects of Egypt. They were included because they were objects of
idolatrows wor shi p. During Josephos ti
intervened in order to spare Egypt from famine and destruction.

Therefore, the Egyptians should have

true God. But they refused to acknowledge Him. Instead, they those
continue to worship their false gods.

It was in the name of their proclaimed false deities that the
Egyptians mi streated. Gomskdusntlyc@Gd enant
used this opportunity to prove to the Egyptian people the absolute
powerlessness of thegods. For the people could look at their own
difficult circumstances and witness firsthand the fact that their objects of
worship were totally helpless to stop or even alleviate the intensity of the
plagues or their own personal pain and suffering. Refbis chapter
ends, | will give you Scriptural proof for what | just said. However, for
now, let us concentrate on the plagues that we have not yet touched on.

PLAGUE NO. 6: BOILS

Moses and Aaron were commanded by God to scatter handfuls of
ashes fromhe brickkiln or as the&King Jamestranslation saysfiit h e
furnaced0 These ashes were to be scattered toward the heavens in the
sight of Pharaoh.The Amplified Biblgranslators were right on target
when they chose to use the tefinb r i c¢ lo kheid editon rather than
the termi f u r .o bwill @explain why after you read the next verses.

Exodus 9:811 (The Amplified Bible.)

8The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Take handfuls of
ashes or soot from the brickkiln and let Moses sprinkle
them toward the heavenin the sight of Pharaoh.

9And it shall become small dust over all the land of
Egypt, and become boils breaking out in sores on man
and beast in all the land [occupied by the Egyptians].

1050 they took ashes or soot of the kiln and stood
before Pharaoh; ad Moses threw them toward the sky,
and it became boils erupting in sores on _man and
beast.

1TAnd the magicians could not stand before Moses
because of their boils; for the boils were on the
magicians and all the Egyptians.
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There are numerous points thaishbe made regarding the plague of
boils. But first, let me explain why | said th@he Amplified Bible
translators were right on target when they chose to use the word
i br i c kakherltharothe termi f u r.@ arouecan check out the
subsequent inforntion in the Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary of the
Strongdés Exhaustive Concordance of the Bi bl

The Hebrew wEfifdumidandis xXadnsi9:8 in the

KingJamesy er si on of the Bible is from the Hebr e
According to Strong,thd e f i ni ti on of the word Akabasho
into bondage, force, keep wunder, subdue, |
other Hebrew word which specifies a furnace comes from the root word

fikabash. o Thus, in this insatance, i f t he

to the reader true understanding of the type of furnace mentioned in
Exodus 9:8, they had to translate that worfl u r nirattee enanner they
did, which wasin b r i ok Eadr lyou see, that furnace was the
brickkiln in which the Israelite slaves were faced to make bricks for

the Pharaoh.

With the information you now have concerning Egyptian idolatry
and the brickkiln, you will more quickly comprehend the contents of the
next portion of the lesson. For example: the brickkiln represented four
hundred yars of affliction and oppression. It represented years of
slavery and suffering. It represented harsh forced labor in the hot sun,
day after day, without one day off to rest and recuperate. It represented
the pain of the taskoowmtabusessy@garwhi ps and sev
and year out. Yes, the brickkiln stood as a horrible monument of the
cruel treatment the Israelites had suffered from their merciless Egyptian
taskmasters.

God told Moses and Aaron to take handfuls of ash from the
brickkiln. Moses vas to scatter that ash or soot toward the heavens in
the sight of Phar aoh. You might ask: i Wh
having Moses scatter those ashes from the brickkiln? And, why was it so
i mportant that Pharaoh see Moses carry out

Let us take one question at a ti me. Fir
Godbés purpose for having Moses scatter thoc:t
According to the previous articlefdmi t hds Bi bdcadteriigi ct i onary
ashes was an ancient Egyptian religiots. riThe priests of Egypt would
scatter the ashes toward the heavens and the sun gods whom they
worshipped.

Moses and Aaron simply mimicked the priests. They scattered the

ashes toward the heavens as if to invoke tt
theract ons they were mocking the Egyptiansé f
mockingly saying to Egyptodés false gods: n C
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your followers from the plague of boils that is nhow poured out upon

them. Show us the power that you are supposed to posSessnand

your magicians to conjure up a spell that will counteract the plague that
the true and only God, the God of Israel, has sent upon all the
Egyptians. 0o

The answer to the second question that |
so important that Pharaohese Moses carry out Godo6s instru
now obvious. God wanted him to witness the utter impotency of the
gods of Egypt. And God had good reason for wanting Pharaoh to realize

the hel plessness of Egyptédés gods.

The Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia RigaReferencender the

heading APharaohd informs wus that the peoj
Pharaoh himself was a god. They identified Pharaoh with the sky god

AiHoruso and wi tAmotnh ea nsdu nAtgoond.s0 fiReeccor di ng t
same source, Pharaoh wadidad to have sacred magical powers.

Supposedly on the battlefield these magical powers enabled him to slay

thousands of the enemy all by himself. He was also supposed to be

all-powerful, altknowing and in complete control of all nature, fertility

and even fate. As their god, Pharaoh was also responsible for the
Egyptiansd financi al p-bemg.perity and their s

With the understanding you now have, try to imagine this scene.
There stood Pharaoh, supposedly an incarnation of the iBgygbd
Horus and also identified with the previously mentioned false sun gods.
And there stood Moses and Aaron, ridiculing him by invoking the false
gods, Pharaoh (Horus), fanon and Aton, to come to the aid of their
Egyptian followers, if they could.lt was like Moses and Aaron were
tauntingly saying to Pharaoh, AUse now the
you are thought to possess. You are supposed to -kaoaling and
all-powerful, so come and stop the next plague. Prove before all Egypt
that you trulyare a god. Show proof, Pharaoh, of your professed magical
powers. 0

Moses knew that Pharaoh was not really a god. Rather, Moses knew
he was a fake just as the sun godsAR®N and Aton, were fakes. Like
the other gods of Egypt, Pharaoh could not everept himself from the
plagues, never mind his Egyptian subjects or their animals. And that was
exactly the point t hat God wanted to ma k
punishment for mistreating His people. God wanted all Egypt to witness
the utter impotency dheir false gods. He wanted all Egypt to recognize
that Pharaoh was not a God. Pharaoh was instead simply a wicked man
who was about to experience the same plague of painful boils that every
other Egyptian and their beasts would soon experience.
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Plus, @d had a specific purpose for using the ash from the actual
kiln in which Pharaoh had forced the Israelites to make his bricks. God
did that so there would be no doubt in anyc
his subjects and their beasts were being punishteat. it was in the
name of their god, Pharaoh, that the Egyptians had enslaved and
severely mistreated Godds covenant peopl e.

PLAGUE NO. 7: HAIL

des
s ec

The plague of hail was sent mainly
trees. This would have been particjarid evast ati ng to Egyp
since according to Exodus 9:31, the barley was in the ear and the flax in
bloom. Let us read the description of this particular plague that is
provided in Goddés Word.

t o
to

Exodus 9:226 (The Amplified Bible.)

22The Lord saidto Moses, Stretch forth your hand
toward the heavens, that there may be hail in all the
land of Egypt, upon man and beast, and upon all the
vegetation of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.

23Then Moses stretched forth his rod toward the
heavens, andhe Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire

(lightning) ran down to and along the ground, and the
Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt.

2430 there was hail and fire flashing continually in the
midst of the weighty hail, such as had not been in all the
land of Egypt since it became a nation.

25The hail struck down throughout all the land of
Egypt everything that was in the field, both man and
beast; and the hail beat down all the vegetation of the
field and shattered every tree of the field.

26Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were,
was there no hail.

Verses thirtytwo and thirtythree of the following Psalm provide
additional information concerning the destructive hail plague. They shed
more light on how every tree in the field was shattededeems that the
trees broke under the weight of the ice.

Psalm 105:3233 (The Amplified Bible.)

32He gave them hail for rain, with lightning like flaming
fire in their land.

33He smote their vines also and their fig treesl broke
the [iceladen] trees of their borders.
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| need to bring certain facts to your attention which involve both
plagues seven and eight. Therefore, | will wait to relay that information
to you until after we have checked out plague number eight. So, let us
do that right now.

PLAGUE NO. 8: LOCUSTS
Exodus 10:1215 (The Amplified Bible.)

12Then the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand
over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may
come up on the land of Egypt and eat all the vegetation
of the land, all that the halil las left.

13and Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of
Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the land
all that day and all that night; when it was morning, the

east wind brought the locusts.

14And the locusts came up over all the land of By
and settled down on the whole country of Egypt, a very
dreadful mass of thempever before were there such
locusts as these, nor will there ever be again.

L5ror they covered the whole land, so that the ground
was darkened, and they ate every bit of wagen of
the land and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had
left; there remained not a green thing of the trees or
the plants of the field in all the land of Eqypt.

Through the plagues of hail and locusts, God meted out further
retributionforEgpt 6 s cri mes against His chosen peop
again sat in judgment of Egyptbés false god
Pharaoh. For remember, as a god, Pharaoh was supposed to be
all-powerful. He was thought to have power and contver @ll nature.
Yet he was repeatedly shown to be weak and utterly helpless to stop the
barrage of plagues that continued to be poured out upon himself, his
people, the animals and now upon all the plant life in Egypt.

Any vegetation or tree that had swed the plague of hail was
totally and completely devoured by the locusts. | am sure that when the
l ocusts were finished with Egypt, Egypt 6s |
a hundred years of drought and famine. However, this time, Egypt did
nothavedsephdés aid or Goddés miraculous stockp
on. She had only Godés wrath and puni shm
years of crimes against Him and His chosen covenant people.

God continued to carry out His sentence against the Egyptian people
their animals, their gods and their plantées, | said plants For you
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see, even their plants playelthe a role in Eg
Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Biblender the heading

APl agues of Egypt 0 @lnagiscuabl h esaidd migf ificTahnec eto h
quote:

It is obvious, however, thatthe
twenty-two Egyp. provinces each had
their respective religious center and
totemic animal or plant. It is
precisely the attributes of these deities
that are involved in the plagues.

Godpu His finger on every aspect of Egyptéo
religious life. He did not leave one stone unturned. Every religious
weakness, every falsity, every sin was exposed and punished. For each
evi l characteristic BteameptlofdGpdkattd a r ol e i n E
Goddés <covenant peopl e. By the time the L
Egyptians, | am sure they wished that they had never laid eyes on the
Israelites, never mind mistreated them.

PLAGUE NO. 9: DARKNESS

There were numerous reasons fardGending a plague of darkness
upon the Egyptians. However, as we | earne
was to keep His word in regard to His curse falling upon all individuals
or nations who abuse His chosen peojdié, | will bless those who bless
you [who confer prosperity or happiness upon yaaid curse him who
curses or uses insolent language toward gou Genesis 12:3.) And
of cour s e, t here was al so Godos predictior
Egypt, ié | will bring judgment on that nation whom theywill
serveé . 0(Genesis 15:14.) Therefore, like all the other plagues, the
darkness was punishment for the Egyptians
people during the four hundred years they had dwelt in Egypt. The next
verses show us exactly what took placdrdythe plague of darkness.

Exodus 10:2@23 (The Amplified Bible.)

206yt the Lord made Pharaohods heart more
obstinate and he would not let the Israelites go.

21and the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand

toward the heavens, that there yriae darkness over the

land of Egypt, a darkness which may be felt.

2250 Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and

for three days a thick darkness was all over the land of

Eqgypt.
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23The Egyptians could not see one another, nor did
anyone rise from s place for three daysbut all the
Israelites had natural light in their dwellings.

As the Egyptians had made prisoners of the Israelites, so God made
prisoners of them. They were confined to their own homes. They were
forcibly constrained by the plaguaf darkness. For three days they
remained imprisoned in their own homes, unable to see each other,
unable to get up and move about, unable to venture over their doorsteps.
Verse twentythree tells us that not one Egyptian rose from his place for
three dgs.

The plague of darkness was also part of G
of Egypt. However, there is much more truth to consider in regard to
God actually using darkness to punish the Egyptians. It is a known
Bi blical fact t hat nipéoplepwilhnot(giveaitc!l udi ng Godods
God the glory that is due to Him, acknowledging Him as the true and
only God and heeding His voice, He will bring darkness upon them.
Plus, if they persist in their pride and stubbornness, that darkness will be
superseded by trebsolute darkness of death. Biblical evidence to prove
what | just said can be seen in the next verses takenTihentioly Bible,
King James Version

Jeremiah 13:1516 (King James Version.)

L4ear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath
spoken

16Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause
darkness,and before your feet stumble upon the dark
mountains, andwhile ve look for light, he turn it into
the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness.

In the book of Ezekiel, the Lord again memi$ darkness in
connection with His judgment. Incidentally, the prophetic prediction |
just mentioned also involves Egypt. However, it speaks of an entirely
different event and time than that which we are presently dealing with.
Nevertheless, it does dédditional light to the insight you have already
received regarding darkness being | inked tc
darkness be spiritual or literal. You will understand what | mean when
you read the following verses.

Ezekiel 30:1819 (The Ampliéd Bible.)

18a¢ Tehaphnehes also the day shall withdraw itself
and be darkwhen | break there the yokes and dominion
of Egypt, and the pride of her power shall come to an
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end. As for her, a cloud [of calamities] shall cover her
and her daughters shall goto captivity.

19Thus will | execute judgments and punishments

upon Egypt Then shall they know (understand and
realize) that | am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who
calls forth loyalty and obedient service].

Let us now get back on track and considewhoGodés pl ague of
darkness once more exposed Pharaoh as a bogus god. You will recall
that Pharoah was supposed to be the sun god, Re, incarnate (that is, the
sun god, Re, in bodily form). He was not only believed to be the god of
the solar system, but o | | creation. Therefor e, Pharc
obviously pleaded with him to let his solar lightbeams shine upon Egypt
so that the plague of darkness would be banished from their land. Of
course, their petitions went unheeded. Instead of answered greger,
received undeniable proof that Pharoah was not the creator who provided
light. The sun and the moon did not shed their light at his command.
For as it had been in the case of all the former plagues, Pharoah, the false
sun god, was totally unable toever se Godds command. Phar o
incapable of removing the plague of darkness.

All Egypt once again saw Pharoah as he really was, a ridiculously
weak counterfeit god. The Egyptians also saw without doubt who the
one true God is. For we are informedErodus 10:23 that while all
Egypt sat in darkness, the true Creator, the God of Israel, provided His
people with natural light in all their dwellings. As the Scriptures state,
iThe Egyptians could not see one another,
place br three days;but all the Israelites had natural light in their

dwellings ©

Not only was Pharaoh shown to be false but everything the
Egyptians trusted and believed in was exposed as a lie. Yes, every
Egyptian deity and every object of idolatrous worskias shown to be a
fabrication. Also keep in mind that the very air that the Egyptians
worshipped was to them once again defiled by the plague of darkness.
First, the land that was sacred had been darkened by swarms of locusts
that in turn devoured thexsred vegetation. Then the plague of darkness
filled the air. You might say the idolatrous rug had been abruptly pulled

out from under the Egyptiansé feet. For t
how ineffective and hollow their gods were. Insurmountabtefpof
t heir godsd6 impotency | oomed before them.

punishment that they had experienced to that point still did not fit the
crime. Hence, the final plague came upon Egypt.
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PLAGUE NO. 10: DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN

Death was poured bwpon the Egyptians. The absolute darkness
(that is, the gross darkness of death that | mentioned previously as being
linked with judgment and punishment) clutched to the midnight garb of
the plague of darkness. See this for yourself in the next verses.

Exodus 12:283 (The Amplified Bible.)

29 midnight the Lord slew every firstborn in the land
of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his
throne to the firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon,
and all the firstborn of the livestock.

30pharach rose up in the night, he, all his servants,

and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not
one dead

31lye called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said,
Rise up, get out from among my people, lyothand the
Israelites; and go, serve the Lord, as you said.

32pls0 take your flocks and your herds, as you have
said, and be gone! And [ask your God to] bless me also.

33The Egyptians were urgent with the people to depart,
that they might send them ooft the land in haste; for
they said, We are all dead men.

The tenth plague had to have been more devastating to the Egyptians
than all the other nine combined. It is hard to imagine what it must have
been | ike for t hem. We &gygtiant ol d in Godd
household escaped plague number ten. Verse thirty @@ythere was
not a house where there was not one deadEveryone in Egypt was
touched by the loss of a father, brother, uncle, child, or other relative.
That meant that no one even receiwdextended to others the usual
words of comfort and consolation that provide emotional support during
periods of mourning. How could they have comforted others when their
own loss and grief was so great. Plus, how could they turn to the gods of
Egypt for comfort after those gods had been exposed for the counterfeits
that they really were?

You may wel | ask, A What evi | coul d the E
done to God or the Israelites during those four hundred years to have
deserved this particularly sevgrenishment (that is, to have caused God
to retaliate by slaying all their firstborr

Well, my friend, there is much more involved here than what first
meets the eye.The truth is, God slew all the firstborn in Eqgypt
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because, prior to that time, the Egypans had afflicted, oppressed,

enslaved and murdered His firstborn son Yes, you read my last

wor ds corr ekHdifirsgpporn sonl 6 saild,mafde t hat st at eme
because God Himself refers to Israel as His firstborn son.

Of course, God is not implyinthat Israel is His firstborn son in the
same sense that Yeshua the Christ is. No! Rather,r a e | i s Godos
firstborn nation . The I sraelites are Goddés firstbor
chosen to serve God from among all the peoples of the earth. God gave
birth to and nurtured the nation of Israel. Thus, God Himself calls Israel
His firstborn son. See this for yourself in the following Scripture.

Exodus 4:123 (The Amplified Bible.)

19The Lord said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt;
for all the men \Wwo were seeking your life [for killing
the Egyptian] are dead.

20and Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on
donkeys, and he returned to the land of Egypt; and
Moses took the rod of God in His hand.

21and the Lord said to Moses, When you retuno in
Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all those miracles
and wonders which | have put in your hand; but I will
make him stubborn and harden his heart, so that he will
not let the people go.

22pnd you shall say to Pharaohlhus says the Lord,
Israel is My son, even My firstborn.

23and | say to you, Let My son go, that he may serve
Me; and if you refuse to let him go, behold, | will slay
your son, your firstborn.

Because verse twentwo is vital to our present study, | am going to
repeatit. Asyouagainead Godds wor ds, all ow God to w
your heart and mind.

22pnd you shall say to Pharaofihus says the Lord,
Israel is My son, even My firstborn.

I cannot enter into a lengthy study on | ¢
However, so that you willnot be left hanging without enough
i nformati on t o comprehend t he extent of
punishment, | am going to touch on some Biblical highlights concerning
the firstborn.
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First, | will share with you a particular section of New Testament
Sci pture that verifies Israelds sonship. F
about I srael being Godés firstborn son, h o
Israel and the pain and humiliation God suffered when His firstborn son
was abused, enslaved and murdered by thgptiEms, you will
understand why the Jewish apostle Paul said he could wish himself
accursed if it would bring the nation of I
acknowledge the truth about Yeshua, the Christ. Paul was concerned
about God as well as the Jeweiselves. He was wanting to relieve
Goddbés pain. | f Paul had been abl e, he wol
accursed so that God could be spared further suffering. The next verses
are fromThe Revised Standard Versioithe Bible

Romans 9:55 (The Revid Standard Version.)

L Am speaking the truth in Christ. | am not lying; my
conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit,

2That | have great sorrow and increasing anguish in my
heart.

3For | could wish that | myself were accursed and cut
off from Chrst for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen
by race.

4They are Israelites, and to_them belong the sonship
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises;

STo them belong the patriarchs, and of their race,
according to thdlesh, is the Christ. God Who is over all
be blessed forever. Amen.

Romans 9:4 inThe Revised Standard Versispeaks of the sonship
belonging to the IsraelitesThe Ampl i fi ed Bible says, AFor
|l sraelites, and t o asaeationbée.lctong Godds adopti

Throughout the Bible, we are repeatedly made aware that the
firstborn son was considered to be exceptional in that his birth order
entitted him to special privileges. For example, his birth position
automatically made him higher in rank thanyaof the other male
siblings. Furthermore, it was standard procedure that as the firstborn,
upon hi s fat her 6s deat h, he woul d recei ve
i nheritance and take his fatherds place as

Goddbés fir st bogpecial $o0God in tha tha sraelite i s
nation is entitled to certain privileges and is higher in rank than any other
nation on the earth. Later in the series, you will be given Scriptural proof
of that fact. However, for now, know that the place theldast holds in
his fatherds heart goes even beyond rank a
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Scriptures will give you a good idea of what | mean. So let us begin with
the firstborn of Jacob.

Genesis 49:3 (The Amplified Bible.)

3Reuben, you are my firstborn, mymight, the
beginning (the firstfruits) of my manly strength and
vigor; [your birthright gave you] the preeminence in
dignity and the preeminence in power.

The Modern Language Biblsays, i éyou are my firstborn, my
strength and the first issue of my vitajitexcellent in dignity, prominent
in prowess. 0

The Living Bibler e a d yau aré iy oldest son, the child of my
vigorousyouth You are the head of the Ilist in rank

The Egyptians also laid great value on their firstborn. The contents
of the next Scriptures make that fact very clear. So let us get right to the
heart of the matter by reading those verses.

Psalm 78:51 (The Amplified Bible.)

Slhe smote all the firstborn in Egypthe chief of their
strengthin the tents [of the land of treons] of Ham.

The Modern Language Bibkays, i ¢ He s mote al |l the firstbo
Egypt,the prime of their strength n t he tents of Ham. o

The Living Biblesimply says,ié he kil l ed the el dest son
Egyptian family he who was the beginning of its strgth and joy 0

Oh, my friend, consider the pain and indignities that God had
endured during the four hundred years that His firstborn son, Israel, had
been mistreated in Egypt. The Egyptians afflicted, oppressed, enslaved
and murdered the beginning andnpei of His strength and joy, the head
of His list in rank and honor. Yes, the Egyptians had abused and held in
cruel captivity and even murdered Godbs b
son.

With the understanding you now possess, let us read again the
previousv er ses i n Exodus that pertain to Godobs

Exodus 4:223 (The Amplified Bible.)

22pnd you shall say to Pharaohlhus says the Lord,
Israel is My son, even My firstborn.
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23and | say to you, Let My son go, that he may serve
Me; and if you refuse to let him go, behold, | will slay
your son, your firstborn.

Now do you see more clearly why God said in Genesis 15:14 that He
would bring judgment upon the nation of Egypt? As | said earlier, the
Egyptians had afflicted, oppressed, enslaved anmur der ed Godods
firstborn son, Israel. Thus, God meted out just punishment on those
wicked people. God killed all their firstborn. They were personally
made to feel a measure of the pain, agony, grief and humiliation that
their sinful actions had inflted upon God for the previous four hundred
years.

Also, remember what | shared with you earlier. The reason God
judged the gods of Egypt was because it was in their name, including
their god, Pharaoh (Horus), that the Egyptians had committed their
horrerdous crimes against God and His chosen covenant people. Think
about it Egyptbéds god, Pharaoh (Horus),
oppress, ensl ave and murder Godobés firstbor
Pharaohoés own mouth came etemiwmly sentence t ha
carry out on all the firstborn of Egypt.

Incidentally, if you are wondering why the reigning Pharaoh was
punished for his own crimes and the crimes of preceding Pharaohs, it
was because all reigning Pharaohs past and present were supposed to be
the incarnation of the god Horus (that is, the embodiment of the god
Horus in the human form). Hence, it was the same deity, Horus, who
was being punished. Plus, in continuing to worship the god Horus, the
Egyptians were themselves condoning everythivag had been and was
being done in his name.

The information in the previous paragraph also provides the answer
that | promised regarding why the Pharaoh, who reigned during the
outpouring of the ten plagues, was held responsible for breaking an
agreementhat an earlier Hyksos Pharaoh had made to Joseph and the
Israelite people. | repeat, it was because all reigning Pharaohs past and
present were supposed to be the incarnation of the god Horus (that is, the
imbodiment of the god Horus in human form). Kenit was the same
deity who had made and broken his agreement with Joseph.

Earlier in this chapter, |1 also promised that | would produce
Scriptural proof regarding the Lord judging the gods of Egypt. So now |
want to share with you the actual Scripturevhich God makes it clear
t hat He did indeed bring judgment upon Eg:
Egyptian people, their animals and their land. | saved that Scripture until
now since it also mentions the tenth plague, and | wanted to deal with the
plagues onsecutively. So let us read that verse without further delay.
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Exodus 12:12 (The Amplified Bible.)

1201 1 will pass through the land of Egypt this night
and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beastand against all the godsf Eqypt | will
execute judgment [proving their helplessness]. | am
the Lord

You now know why God slew all the firstborn of Egypt. It was

because Pharaoh and his people had

son, Israel. However, you might still be wemnishg why God also slew

the firstborn beastsSmi t h6 s B i bsheds sdrie tightioo tha r y
issue. Smith informs us that by killing all the firstborn of the beasts, God
showed the Egyptians that even their sacred temple animals were not
exempt fromthe power and judgment of the true God. Imagine what an
impact it must have had on the Egyptians to see the animals that they
considered to be deities drop dead in the very temples in which they were

wor shi pped, along with uspgrests.f i rstborn of

PLAGUES CEASE - PUNISHMENT CONTINUES

The ten plagues had finally come to

punishment did not stop at that point. God still had to tie up a few loose
ends. For instance, He had to make sure that before they left Bgypt, t
Israelites received adequate financial compensation for every minute of
slave labor that the Egyptians had brutally extracted from them.
Consequently, God made the Egyptians, upon request, give to the
Israelites all their personal valuables. Seetthith in the next verses.

Exodus 12:386 (The Amplified Bible.)

35The Israelites did according to the word of Moses;
and they [urgently] asked of the Egyptians jewels of
silver and of gold, and clothing.

36The Lord gave the people favor in the sight dfet
Egyptians, so that they gave them what they asked.
And they stripped the Egyptians [of those things].

A spiritual and literal battle had taken place in Egypt between the
Lord and the gods of the Egyptians and their followers. The Lord had of
course wa that battle. Thus, the victor took the spoils. Following
Godos i nstructions to Moses, t he
wealth. Hence, Israel was financially reimbursed for her many years of
slavery while the land of her defeated foe waslepgdn more ways than
one.

Earlier, | commented on the fact that though the ten plagues had
ended, Egypt 6s puni shment had not
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had correlated with the drowning
(the false god Horus) as the one who had given the order to drown all

Godods covenant mal e babi es. Thus,

would watch helplessly while the true God personally drowned the
strongest males of Egypt.

Drowning the strongest males of Egypt was certaantyore difficult
task than drowning tiny helpless babies. However, by hardening
Pharaohos heart, God was able to
fighting men to pursue the Israelites into the sea. You know what took
place after that. So rather thgnoting all of Exodus chapter fourteen, |
will instead pick out relevant sections of that chapter, beginning with the
following verses.

Exodus 14:88 (The Amplified Bible.)

St was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled;
and the heart of Pharaohand of his servants was
changed toward the peopl@and they said, What is this
we have done? We have let Israel go from serving us!

6And he made ready his chariots and took his army,

7And took 600 chosen chariots and all the other chariots
of Egypt, withofficers over all of them.

8The Lord made hard and strong the heart of Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and he pursued the Israelites, for [they]
left proudly and defiantly

%he Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and
chariots of Pharaoh and his horsemen angl dvimy, and
overtook them encamped at the [Red] Sea by Pihahiroth,
in front of Baatzephon.

To show you without doubt that an actual battle took place, and that
God lured Pharaohods army into the
read verses fourteehrbugh seventeen. Pay special attention to the first
part of verse fourteen, and the first part of verse seventeen.

14The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace and remain at rest.

15The Lord said to Moses, Why do you cry to Me? Tell
thepeople of Israel to go forward!

16 jft up your rod and stretch out your hand over the
sea and divide it, and the Israelites shall go on dry
ground through the midst of the sea.

17And I, behold, | will harden (make stubborn and
stronq) the hearts of the Egpians, and they shall go
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[into the sea] after themand | will gain honor over
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and horsemen.

Now let us check out the final battle between the one true God, the
God of Israel, and Pharaoh (the god Horus) and hig.arm

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind
all that night and made the sea dry land; and the waters
were divided.

22And the Israelites went into the midst of the sea on dry
ground, thewaters being a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left.

23The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the
mi dst of the sea, even all Pharaohoés ho
and his horsemen.

Look closely at the next two verses, for in them youshir@wvn just
how personally involved the Lord was in the battle that took place that
day. We are told that the Lord looked down through the pillar of fire and
cloud and saw all the host of Pharaoh pursuing the Israelites in the midst
of the Red SeaThe Lord then came down to where they were and
actually took the wheels off the Egyptian chariots Can you picture
that scene? God Almighty personally removing those chariot wheels.
Another amazing fact is that the Egyptians were aware that the Lord was
the One who was fighting against them. They knew that it was the true
God who had bound their chariot wheels.

Oh, my friend, God came to demand reprisal for the drowning of His
covenant male babies. Just as the Egyptians had deliberately drowned
the males ofsrael, so God deliberately drowned their males. Plus, the
one who had given that order, Pharaoh (the god Horus), stood helplessly
watching from the shore while the Lord fought against his army. Yes,
the Lord caused the waters to return to their noffoal, and the waves
met the Egyptians as they tried to escape. Thus, as the Egyptians had
cast Godbés covenant ma | efié theallbides i nto t he
overthrew the Egyptians and shook them off in the midst of the. séa
Not one man of the Egyptiaarmy survived. All were drowned.

24aAnd in the morning watch the Lord through the
pillar of fire and cloud looked down on the host of the
Egyptians and discomfited [them],

25And bound (clogged, took off) their chariot wheels,
making them drive heavily; anthe Egyptians said, Let
us flee from the face of Israelfor the Lord fights for
them against the Eqyptiars
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26Then the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and heraen.

2750 Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to its strength and normal flow when
the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled into it
[being met by it];and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians
and shook them off into the midstf the sea.

28The waters returned and covered the chariots, the
horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that pursued
them; not even one of them remained.

Verse twentyeight saysfié not even one of them remaineddCan
you imagine how Pharaoh (Horus) musive felt as he stood by
helplessly watching the Lord drown all those Egyptian males? Surely, at
that moment he must have finally understood and felt a measure of the
pain that God and His chosen people had felt when he had drowned their
male infants.

Nowyou might stildl ask, AnBut, why did the
heart so that he would not let the Israelites go and then punish him for
not |l etting them go?0o Oh, my friend, Phar

go was not the real issue in this matter. Neitvas Pharaoh really

punished for not letting them goPharaoh, the people of Eqypt and

Egypt 6s gods were punished for the four h
that they had committed against God and His people

Hardening Pharaohds heauver. ltwass si mply a st
a measure God took to ensure that all the Egyptians and their gods
received full punishment for their crimes. And when one considers all
the years during which the Egyptians afflicted, oppressed, enslaved and
even murder ed Guped 6ne has tovappraadntie jupte o
measures that God took.

OO T~

Since we have just touched on God hardeni
a good place to insert even more Biblical information. But first, | want
to make something very clear. As we identify the fienéo God and
mankind that came out of Egyptés puni shmen
the Egyptians were not punished to provide those benefits. On the
contrary, as | have repeatedly stated, they were punished for their four
hundred years of wickedness again God and Godds covenant p
Any benefits that were derived came about because God in His wisdom
brought good out of a bad situation. As God addresses Pharaoh in the
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following verses, we catch a glimpse of one of the blessings God
Himself acquired har deni ng Pharaohdés heart and by
and his people to live.

Exodus 9:1516 (The Amplified Bible.)

L5ror by now I could have put forth My hand and have
struck you and your people with pestilence, and you
would have been cutoff from the #mar

16gyt for this very purpose have | let you live, that |
might show you My power, and that My name may be
declared throughout all the earth.

| f Godos pur pose for manki nd wa s to e
accomplished in all the earth, then God first had to nidiee name
known and feared among men. Therefore, Egy
a perfect opportunity to declare His name and to demonstrate His
almighty power.

We know that God was already committed to carrying out His Word
in Genesis 12:3fi é | wi | hosebwhe Bless yobu [who confer
prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses
i nsol ent | angua@éwas alse aomahitted ™ aaérying
out His prediction in Genesis 15:1é 1  wi | | bring judgment wupon
nation whom they wi | s e r Therefore Othe sensible and logical
course for God to follow was to carry out
the same time promoting His name. That way many people would
benefit from Egyptés chastisement. The po
the Godo f | srael who cursed Egypt and the kn
punishment would be quickly broadcast throughout all the world.
Consequently, Goddés name would be made kno
the earth.

I said many people woul dtheecuwse f it from Egy
the method God chose to declare His name and power was not
advantageous to God alone. Rat her , Godobs 1
nations or individuals who were and are w
published warning and recognize His power.

Let me explain: nations or individuals who are smart enough to
remember and realize the terrible power that, through His curse, God
demonstrated in Egypt wildl be far | ess | ik
people. Wise men will remember that if they curse @ unsolent
|l anguage toward Godés covenant people (the
the Egyptians, God will curse them. If God is to keep His word, He has
no other choice than to curse those who curse His chosen covenant
people.
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The knowledge that God prowdd us wi t h concerning
punishment and His own awesome power and judgment is knowledge
which protects us from the effects of such a terrible curse and brings
blessing to our lives. God made His name and power known throughout
the earth so that theise can personally avoid the consequences of His
cur se. Praise be to the God of |Israel
allowed him and a number of his people to survive the plagues so that
His name would be known, and we could be warned and thus ebkeape t
same fate that befell the Egyptians. What a merciful, kind and generous
God is the God of Israel. He always looks at the overall circumstances
and brings good out of every bad situation for everyone involved.

If you look carefully at one of the versdsat we studied earlier in
this chapter, you can once more actually see written on the pages of
Goddés Word what [ have been trying to
signs and wonders that God performed were to punish Egypt for her
abusive and harsh treagmt of His people, and that out of that
punishment, God got a name for Himself. Let us read again the verse |
just mentioned.

Nehemiah 9:10 (The Amplified Bible.)

10vou performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh
and all his servants and all the peoplehis land,for
You knew that they dealt insolently against the
Israelites. And You got for Yourself a name, as it is

today.

Egyi

wh o

expl

The Living Biblereads,i Y o u di spl ayed great miracl es

Pharaoh and his peopléor you knew how brutally the Egyptians were
treating them; you have a glorious reputation because of those never
to-be-forgotten deeds.

The Modern Languagéranslation readsii € s o Thou di dst cause

respect for Thy name, as it is this day. oo

OO~

Oh, my friend, along with the answers to many othesrigg, you
now have the answer to the questioWére The Egyptians Ever
Punished For Their Heinous Crimes Against God And The Jewish

~

Peopl e?0 Yes, you now know that the Egypt:i

by God through the ten plagues and other mighty desn The

consequences Egypt suffered as a result

were phenomenal. Think about it.

(1) Their gods and sacred objects were shown to be fakes.
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(2) Their aquatic life was severely depleted.
(3) Almost all their livestockwas dead.

(4) Al |l Egyptdés crops, vegetation and fr
The land was completely devastated.

(5) Every household was mourning the death of at least one
loved one.

(6) They were stripped of all their treasures.
(7) Their population was profoundly diminished.

Remember, the Israelites were greater in number than the
Egyptians. So when t he |l sraelites l ef t,
popul ati on. Pl us, Egypt 6s firstborn di ed
dr owned at t he Red Sea anahts many of Egy
accompanied the Israelites when they exited Egypt. Without a
doubt, Egypt was a ruined nation. Yes, | am sure you will agree with
me_that the Eqgyptians were punished for their heinous crimes
against God and His chosen people.

You also learned how yoyourself can keep from experiencing
Godds curse. Do not curse or use insolent
covenant people, and the curse that God poured upon the Egyptians will
not be poured upon you.

On the other side of the coin, there are the bigssithat are
promi sed to those who bl ess Godoés
do Godbés will. For i f you do God
rather than cursed.

hosen pe
s

c
0 wi |1,
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Chapter 5

WAS THE DELIVERER, MOSES,
A FOLLOWER OF GOD
BEFORE HE FLED FROM BYPT?

To this point in the series, many Biblical mysteries that had remained
hidden for generations have been unfolded. Yet, the uncovering of those
mysteries is but a flicker of light when compared with the brightness of
the overall inspired revelatiooontained in this book. For example, in

this chapter you wil!/l not only gain the an:
Del i verer, Mo s es, A Foll ower Of God Before
you wil | al so see the first recorded insta

tha he was the long awaited deliverer.

In chapter four, | found it necessary to deviate from the Biblical
chronological order of events. However, | assured you that it would be a
temporary departure. Also, in that chapter, | briefly touched on the birth
of Moses. | stated that out of what seemed to be a hopeless and helpless
situation, God raised up a leader who would help Him accomplish His
promise to Abraham and deliver His people from Egypt.

To get us back on track and to lay the groundwork for the emtw
the previous question, we will cover in more detail the birth, childhood
and adulthood of Moses. If studied carefully, the following verses of
Scripture provide a great deal of insight into the first forty years of the
life of Moses.

Exodus 2:115 (The Amplified Bible.)

Inow [Amraam] a man of the house of Levi [the
priestly tribe] went and took as his wife [Jochebed] a
daughter of Levi.

2And the woman became pregnant and bore a son; and
when she saw that he was [exceedingly] beautiful, she
hid him tiree months.

3And when she could no longer hide him, she took for
him an ark or basket made of bulrushes or papyrus
[making it watertight by] daubing it with bitumen and
pitch. Then she put the child in it and laid it among the
rushes by the brink of thever [Nile].

4And his sister [Miriam] stood some distance away to
learn what would be done to him.
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SNow the daughter of Pharoah came down to bathe at

the river, and her maidens walked along the bank; she

saw the ark among the rushes and sent her maiet¢h f

it.

Bwhen she opened it, she saw the child; and behold, the

baby cried. And she took pity on him and sdikis is

one of the Hebrewsdé children!

It i s i mportant t o not e t hat i n ver se
recognized that the child in the baskeswsf Hebrew descent. She knew
the child had been put upon the waters of the Nile in an attempt to save
its |ife from her own fatherds edict. The
light on the first years of Moses life. So, fix your attention on them.

Ten his sister said to Pharoahos daugh
and call a nurse of the Hebrew women to nurse the child

for you?
8 haroahos daughter said to her, Go. Ar
and called the chil dbés mother.

9 Then Pharoahos d BakeqgHist cleidr said to her,
away and nurse it for me, and | will give yowour
wages So the woman took the child and nursed it.

10and the child grew, and she brought him to

Pharoahoés daughter aAnddshehe became her S0
called him Moses, for she said, Because | drew him out

of the water.

In verse nine, the princess instructed the mother of Mosémake
this child awaya nd nur s e Shetdid hob invitenttee mother of
Moses to come into the palace and look after the babe there. No! She
clearly commanded Jochebeddaok e t he chil d away. Pharoaho
even paid Jochebed to feed and nurture her own child.

Verse ten saysfiAnd the child grew, and she brought him to
Pharoah®s daughter and he became her somThus, we see that for the
first stage of his life, God ihis mercy and for His own purpose allowed
baby Moses to remain in the loving care of his own mother. Verse ten
also makes it clear that the princess did not adopt Moses as her son until
after his own mother brought him back to her.

During the years thatog¢hebed still had possession of her son, she
was in a perfect position to teach him spiritual values such as love for
and devotion to God, love and compassion for His people, knowledge of
the Abrahamic covenant and Godds assurance
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also in a position to instill in Moses the fact that as a future prince of
Egypt, he would soon be in a position to help his enslaved brethren.

To provide you with further documented evidence for all that | have
just said, | have chosen to share with you atggromS mi t hds Bi bl e
Dictonaryunder t he heading AMoses. 0

The sister was at hand to recommend a

Hebrew nur se, the chil dbés own mot heli
Here was the first part of Moses

trainingd a_training_at home in_the

true religion, in faith in God, in the

promisesto his nation, in the life of a

saintd a_training which he never

forgot, even amid the splendors and

gilded sin of Pharoahé6s court.

The inspired teachings, teaching about Go
Abraham, that Moses received from his parents whilexdiv@it home
flourished in his heart. Those truths became the foundation that God
used to frame and build Mosesdé6 godly char a
the training in the true religion had upon his adult life can be seen in the
tremendous faith that Mosesxhibited. For Moses certainly did not
acquire such faith in the true God and His covenant promises from
Egyptéds heathen priests or from the extens
had received in Egypt.

See for yourself, in the following New Testament versbe quality
of the faith that the parents of Moses demonstrated, faith which they in
turn instilled in their son. You will then understand wBymi t hé6s Bi bl e
Dictionary boldly stated the previous information.

Hebrews 11:225 (The Amplified Bible.)

23prompted] by faithMoses, after his birth, was kept

concealed for three months by his parents, because they

saw how comely the child was; and they were not

overawed and terrified by the kingbds de:t

24[Aroused] by faith Moses when he had grown to
matuity and become great, refused to be called the son
of Pharoahé6és daughter,

25Because he preferred to share the oppression [suffer
the hardships] and bear the shame of the people of God
rather than to have the fleeting enjoyment of a sinful life.

In the pevious verses, Hebrews 11:28, you see the first evidence
that Moses was a staunch follower of God before his flight from Egypt.

Why Should Every Christian Pray For and Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



7C

You are told in those verses that his faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac

and Jacob was so strong and his character solpichose to be known

as the son of Israelite slaves rather than be venerated as a member of

Egypt 6s heat hen royal family. He preferrtr
hardships and shame of the people of God rather than enjoy the sinful

Il i fe off er eodrt.Yes) | wBuldasay that hidbiews  11:24

25 is adequate proof in itself that Moses was a true follower of God

before he fled from Egypt

As the Bible scholar, Smith, informs you, Moses never forgot the
religious training that he had received whilging at home with his
Hebrew parents and siblings. However, the writer of The Book of Acts
goes a step further. He teaches you that once Jochebed turned Moses
over to Pharoahdés daughter, the next phase
following New Testamet verses, the writer makes it clear that Moses
was educated in all the wisdom and culture of the Egyptians.

Acts 7:2122 (The Amplified Bible.)

21Then when he was exposed [to perish], the daughter
of Pharoah rescued him and took him and reared him as
her own son.

225, Moses was educated in all the wisdom and
culture of the Egyptiansand he was mighty (powerful)
in his speech and deeds.

Notice, the writer informs us in verse tweittyo thatMoses was
mighty in word and deed This does not sound like a mavho had a
speech impediment as we have been led to believe by many Bible
scholars and preachers. Keep this truth in mind, for | will be mentioning
it again in a later chapter.

After these brief inferences to his religious and secular education, the
Scriptures remain silent for many years regarding the life of Moses. |t
was not until Moses was forty years old that he is again mentionetl.
the next recorded phase of his life confirms the fact that, contrary to
popular belief, Moses was a faithful folower of God and knew he
was the deliverer, even before he fled for his life from the face of
Pharoah. Let us begin to study the first of two Scripture texts which
together reveal that truth.

Exodus 2:1115 (The Amplified Bible.)

Llone day, after Moses wagrown, it happened that he
went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens;
and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of
[ Moses 6] brethren.
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12He looked this way and that way, and when he saw no
one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

13He went out the second day and saw two Hebrew men
quarreling and fighting; and he said to the unjust
aggressor, Why are you striking your comrade?

14And the man said, Who made you a prince and a
judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you Kkilled
the Egyptiar? Then Moses was afraid and thought,
Surely this thing is known.

15When Pharoah heard of it, he sought to slay Moses.
But Moses fled from Pharoahoés presence
in the land of Midian, where he sat down by a well.

To gain more insighinto this matter, we must again look to The
Book of Acts. There you will see that Moses was indeed keenly aware
that he was the Geaordained deliverer of his people before he fled from
Pharoahos presence. We wi | Hoyread the foll
Bible, since in this case, th€ing Jamedranslators use wording that is
right to the point and easily understood.

Acts 7:2229 (King James Version.)

22And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.

23aAndwhen he was full forty years old, it came into his
heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.

24nnd seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended
him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the
Egyptian:

250r  he supposed his brethren wouldhave
understood how that God by his hand would deliver
them: but they understood not.

Contrary to the popular belief that Moses first learned he was the

deliverer during the episode of the burning bush, we see in verse twenty

five that Moses was a follesv of God and knew he was the deliverer

even before he fled from Phdiveoahdés deat h s
also lets us know that Moses was himself so convinced that he was the

deliverer, he automatically assumed that every other Israelite recognized

his divine appointment.fifor_he supposed his brethren would have

understood how that God by his hand woul d d

TS0 ~
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Keep in mind the previous truths that you have learned as | now
carefully piece together for you the information contained in tsietfeo
texts, Exodus 2:}15 and Acts 7:229. To aid you, | will insert
additional Biblical insight whenever necessary.

God had given certain assurances to Abraham. God had promised
him that after a specific period of time He would deliver the Israeatits
of the bondage of Egypt and fulfill His covenant by bringing them back
to the Promised Land. Since Moses was the vessel God planned to use to
accomplish that phase of the Abrahamic covenant, he had to be fully
equipped for his future task. Consenilyg Moses received his religious
training at home with his family and his secular education later while in
the care of his adoptive mother, Pharoahos

Moses could have chosen to remain in the comfort, security and
splendor of P Instaady &eh dhase tp aetaia die lowly
Hebrew heritage and to fulfill the call that the Lord had placed on his
life. Thus, when Moses reached the age of forty, he decided to
thoroughly investigate the plight of his people and to assure them that
Go d 6 wverathcee would soon conag his hand

Whil e Moses was surveying the Israelites
Egyptian brutally beating one of his brethren. Moses foolishly took
things into his own hands. He carefully looked around, and when he saw
that no one s in sight, he killed that abusive Egyptian. Thus, in the

heat of the moment, Moses in ignorance ran
planning. The Biblical fact is, on the one hand, Moses was right on
target when it came to rOatheottmi ng his own |

hand, his timing was off and his method was wrong.

As you know, God had foretold that Abr ah;
be afflicted and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred years. He also
promised that at the end of four hundred years he woind prdgment
on the nation of Egypt and afterward cause his people to come out. The
problem was that the Israelites had not yet lived in Egypt for four
hundred years. Moreover, God had not yet poured out upon the Egyptian
nation the foretold judgment eft which He promised to deliver His
people. Consequently, if Moses had delivered the Israelites from Egypt
at that specific ti me, Godds Biblical prop
pass in all its fullness.

Now you might say, fi B u tsraeltes\ladc a n | be sur
not been afflicted and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred years at the
time Moses killed the Egyptian?o Wel |, my
bears out that fact and proves that my calculation is accurate. So using
the following verses, te me shar e wi t h you how, wi t h G

managed to come up with the correct figure.
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Exodus 12:411 (The Amplified Bible.)

40Now the time the Israelites dwelt in Egypt was 430
years.

41at the end of the 430 years, even that very day, all
the hosts othe Lord went out of Egypt.

Here is a simple mathematical problem that will give you the exact
number of years the Israelites had lived in Egypt at the time Moses went
to visit his brethren on the particular occasion in question. After fleeing
from Egypt, Moses spent forty years in the land of Midian before
returning to Egypt. Subtract forty years from four hundred and thirty
years to the day that the Israelites dwelt in Egypt and you are left with
three hundred and ninety years. Three hundred and njeatg is ten
years shy of the prophesied four hundred ye
timing was off. He was truly the deliverer whom God intended to use to
establish His covenant, but he sought to deliver the Israelites ten years
too soon.

| also stagd that his method was wrong. Moses sought to deliver
Godbés peopl e hi-bandedlyyusifgtbiute force), sather si ngl e
than Godds way. That fact reveal s that th
deliverer, God had not yet briefed him on the strategyvdeld use to
defeat the Egyptians nor the miraculous role that Moses would play in
His overall rescue plan.

Another important point to remember is that when Moses visited his
Israelite brethren, he fully expected them to recognize him as the one
whom Godhad raised up to deliver them from bondage. Acts 7:25 in the
King Jamestranslation clearly state$i F o r he supposed his breth
would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them:
but they understood not 0

Imagine the shock, disappointmieand bewilderment Moses must
have experienced upon realizing that the Israelites did not comprehend
that he was the one through whom God would fulfill His promise to
Abraham and deliver them from the bondage of Egypt. Moses had left
Phar oah 6 sning hid back @n a life wofr ease, in order to obey
Godds call upon his life (that is, in orde
to Abraham and rescue his brethren from harsh slavery). Yet, instead of
his brethren joyfully accepting him, appreciating hisriiges and
embracing his holy cause, they totally distrusted and rejected him. The
following verses taken from thKing Jamestranslation of the Bible
provide a glimpse of the utter rejection Moses experienced.
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Acts 7:2529 (King James Version.)

25For he supposed his brethren would have understood
how that God by his hand would deliver themt they
understood nat

I included verse twentfive because | wanted to make you aware
that the Israelites had already rejected Moses as the deliverer before the
next recorded incident took place. That fact is extremely important. It is
important because it sheds light on the behavior of the man that Moses
confronted in the next verses. The response of the abusive Israelite was
more than the result of anger owipersonal dispute. Rather, the man
simply used that already explosive situation to verbally express his
mistrust of Moses and his absolute rejection of him as the deliverer.

26and the next day he shewed himself unto them as they
strove, and would haveesthem at one again, saying,
Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another?

27yt he that did his neighbour wronghrust _him
away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over
us?

28jilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian
yesterda®

29Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in
the land of Midian, where he begat two sons.

The fact that the maf t hr ust hsihno wawaydhe | sraeliteso
absolute rejection ofifwhMo sneasd.e tThheee nmaa nréusl ewo |
and a | udgshoweodv etrheusl?Or ael itesd rejection of
Godordained spiritual leader and deliverer of the Israelites. And finally,

t he manpmwiwadr dishou kil | me , as thou didde
yestestiawed the I|Israelitesd mistrust of Mos

As a followerof God with an awareness that He was the deliverer,
Moses had expected the Israelites to open to him their hearts and their
arms. But instead, they thrust him from them in total rejection. That one
man, in his anger, simply verbalized the feelings ofidrigelite brethren
as a whole. To them, Moses was just another Egyptian, and they did not
like him, believe him or trust him.

T TOO Y ~

One cannot help but feel compassion for Moses. He ended up
fleeing from Egypt like an escaped criminal. But | am sure the &b
his princely position, the death sentence that Pharoah had pronounced
upon him and even the exile that lay ahead of him did not compare with
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the inner pain and hurt that he was at that moment experiencing as a
result of the ingratitude, hatred andaiarejection of his kinsman.

Weary and brokenhearted, Moses ended up in the land of Midian.
Neverthel ess, at the appropriate ti me, Mo s
plan for his life. He would eventually do what God had raised him up to
do. Moses would helod fulfill His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Yes, he would be the instrument God would use to deliver the
children of Israel from the bondage of Egypt.

Now you know the answer to the question,
Moses, A Follower Of God Befoe He Fl ed From Egypt ?0 You
seen that Moses was not only a devoted follower of God before he
fled from Egypt but that he was also fully aware that he was the long
awaited Godordained deliverer.
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Chapter 6

WHY DID GOD DELIVER
THE JEWS FROM EGYPT?

WHAT WAS THE DELIVERER,
MOSES, REALLY LIKE?

During the series, | have carefully plotted out the course. Therefore,

you probably realize that | ike everything
with the |Israelites, the answer to the que
The Jews From Egypt?06 is closely rel ated
Abraham and His assurances to him. So, | am sure that it will come as

no surprise to you to |learn that even the

was a direct resultmof Godébés promise to Abr

In this chapter, you will receive Biblical proof that God came to the
|l sraelitesd rescue in order to keep His pr
was compelled to deliver them because of His obligation to Abraham.
For as you now know, He could not breakenant. To remind you of
the seriousness of Godés pledge to Abraham
of the word fc oTheAmeritdnderitagelOitionarfy,r o m
Second College Edition

A binding agreement made by two or

more persons or parties: compt € . A

formal sealed agreement or contract. To

promi se by a covenanté.To enter into
covenant; contracté.

It is a known Biblical fact that the Israelites were in bondage in
Egypt for generations. Yet, we see in the following verses that, at a
particular time in history, God suddenly became actively concerned
about their plight.

Exodus 2:23 (The Amplified Bible.)

2?’However, after a long time [nearly forty years] the
king of Egypt died; and the Israelites were sighing and
groaning because of the bondagehey kept cryingand
their cry because of slavery ascended to God

Versetwentt hr ee cl early states that the 1srae
God because of slavery. But why after four hundred years of cruel
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treatment by t he Egwnyerssuddanty have sdcht h e

power with God? Why had God not heard their cries for help prior to

that time? We will find our answers in one of the texts that we studied

earlier in the series. The text | am referring to is Genesis 15:13, 14, 16.
There God told Abraham that his descendants would be afflicted

and oppressed in Egypt foifour hundred years.

Genesis 15:13 (The Amplified Bible.)

13and [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your
descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary
residents ina land that is not theirs [Egypt], and they
will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed

for 400 years
Once again, God had to fulfill His word to Abraham. However, in

order for God to keep His word to Abraham, certain things had to take
placefirst.

|l srael it

(1) These people must be Abrahamdés desce

Isaac and Jacob.
(2) They must be slaves in Egypt.

(3) They must be afflicted and oppressed in Egypt for four hundred
years.

In verse fourteen, God goes on to assure Abrahamathem those
four hundred years of oppression were accomplished, He would punish
the nation of Egypt for their mistreatment of His people, deliver the
Israelites from bondage and bring them out of Egypt with great wealth.

L4But 1 will bring judgment on thatnation whom they
will serve, and afterward they will come out with great
possessions.

In the first sentence of the following verse, verse sixteen, God goes
on to promise Abraham that at a certain point in time, the Israelites
would return to Canaan, thedPised Land.

18and in the fourth generation they [your
descendants] shall come back here [to Canaan]
again....

In one of the texts that you read earlier, Exodus 2:23, the end of the
previously predicted four hundred years of affliction and oppression was

cl ose at hand. The stage was set.

this point had been fulfilled to the letter. Hence, since their request
would now help Him fulfill His purpose and keep His promise to
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Abraham, God was finally ready to hear and amsw Hi s peopl ebs <cries

for assistance. Th u s , we see that the reason why t
prayers suddenly had power with God was simply because the
ti ming was ri ght to fulfi.lOnth@todods covenant

note, let us again consider the contentExiddus 2:23, then afterwards,
we will continue reading through verse twefitxe.

Exodus 2:2225 (The Amplified Bible.)

23However, after a long time [nearly forty years] the
king of Egypt died; and the Israelites were sighing and
groaning because of tHiondage. They kept cryinand
their cry because of slavery ascended to God

In the next verse, verse twerfyur, you will clearly see whyit h e i r
cry because of s| aand why Gedsheadnahé¢ d t o Godo
delivered them. So pay careful attentionwerg word.

24aAnd God heard their sighing and groaninand
[earnestly] remembered His covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac and with Jacob.

What does verse twenfgur say that God rememberedR_says
Godfir e me mber ed .0HThss, we oleadyrsee rthtie reason
why God heard the I|Israelitesd cries for as
in history and took action to deliver them was because He had made
certain promises and assurances to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Those
promises not only had to be kepithhey had to be carried out exactly as
God had foretold. Consequently, timing was crucial.

Since the foretold four hundred years of affliction and oppression
were almost accomplished, God had to get these people who were now
His people out of Egypt anohck to the land that He had told Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob they would possess forever. For, at this time, they were
certainly not there, were they? Thus, God became concerned and made
haste to keep His promise. He became concerned because, as you now
know, He had to work within the time frame that He Himself had
previously laid out in His own word.

25God saw the Israelites and took knowledge of them
and concerned Himself about them [knowing all,
understanding, remembering all].

Now you know why the ceis of the Israelite slaves ascended to God.
You also know why God heard their cries and became concerned over
their pathetic plight at that particular time in historfi Re me mber i ng
a | IGpdoset out to ensure that His promise to Abraham was kept and
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that His plans for their deliverance adhered to His previously foretold
time schedule.

The I sraelitesd prayers were heard, and
because they were better or more superior than any other people of that
period. How could the Israelitdémve been better or more superior than
others when they were mere slaves. No! Rather, their deliverance rested
solely upon Godos promises to Abraham, | saa

God had made many promises to their forefathers. For example, in
Genesis 17:7, God pmised Abraham that He would be the God of his
posterity after him. Plus, in the verses we read earlier, God promised
that after four hundred years of oppression and affliction, He would
deliver the Israelites from Egypt and bring them to the Promisad.La
So, because of His covenant with Abraham, God was committed to
get these people, people who cried to Him for_help, out of bondage
and back to the land of Canaan. Furthermore, as | stated
previously, He had to accomplish that task within the time frane
that He Himself had previously laid out in His own word.

OO ~

| mmedi at el vy, Godbés plan for rescuing His
of Egypt began to take shape. The first i
was to make contact with the chosen deliverer himselfellos

It is at this point that the answer to ¢t}
The Deliverer, Moses, Really Like?0 begins
character of the deliverer, Moses, is so intertwined with the actual
deliverance of Go dcover bgttetapiod irethetsamat | chose t

chapter. By doing so, | hope to provide you with a much clearer answer
to both questions.

Let us now get back on the subject of God
can see with hindsight through the following Scripture that Goddvou
accomplish His plan for the deliverance of His people using the very man
whom they had already rejected as their ruler and deliverer.

Acts 7:35 (The Amplified Bible.)

39t was this_very Moses whom they had denied
(disowned and rejectgd saying, Who @de you our
ruler (referee) and judge? whom God sent to be a ruler
and deliverer and redeemer, by and with the [protecting
and helping] hand of the Angel that appeared to him in
the bramblebush.
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For God to help Moses overcome the damage to hiestdénthat

the I sraelites6 previous distrust and
no small task. It is not uncommon for rejection to severely affect a
persondéds attitude and outl ook as it

soon see Scriptural evidence thhe rejection that Moses suffered,
rejection which we studied about in the previous chapter, so emotionally
crippled him that he temporarily set aside his @oekn call.

The rejection Moses experienced in Egypt was also partly
responsible for him remainjnin seclusion in the wilderness for forty
years. | say partly responsible because we also know that he did flee

from Pharoahos death sentence. However,

eightyyearold man, Moses still had not recovered from the effects of
the past rejection that he had experienced before leaving Egypt. After
all, as you saw in Acts 7:35, the Israelites had completely disowned him.
Although Moses still loved God, the Scriptures clearly reveal that his
experience with total rejection had taka devastating toll on his life.
Moses had changed from an extremely zealous, outgoing deliverer who,
as you learned earlier, was ready to deliver his brethren diagigedly

to a quiet, withdrawn shepherd who dreaded the very thought of once
again faang his Israelite brethren.

God knew that before Moses would be in any kind of shape to help
Him accomplish His future purpose, He had to help Moses get back on
his emotional feet. He knew that Moses needed the type of special care
and attention that onl$od in His wisdom could provide. Thus, since
Moses was tormented by what he perceived as his own past failures as
we |l | as his present inadequacies, God
instill in him the confidence he would need to complete his future
mission. God did that by first revealing Himself to Moses in a
spectacular display of power. Obviously, God hoped that Moses would
realize that he could do all the future things that were required of him
through the all powerful Lord who strengthened dithus, the
miraculous episode of the burning bush.

Exodus 3:118 (The Amplified Bible.)

INow MOSES kept the flock of Jethro his faihdaw,

the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the back or
west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb or Sinai
the mountain of God.

2The Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of
fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and
behold, the bush burned with fire, yet was not consumed.

3And Moses said, | will now turn aside and see this
great sight, why th bush is not burned.
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4and when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see,
God called to him out of the midst of the bush and said,
Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am |.

After Moses had obeyed Godds instruction
the Lord identified Hinself as the God of his forefathers. God then
proceeded to tell Moses how He had heard the cries of the Israelites and
had personally come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians and bring them back to Canaan as He had promised He would.

SGod said, Do not come near; put your shoes off your
feet, for the place on which you stand is holy ground.

6Also He said, | am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacotnd
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid ok at God.

’And the Lord said, | have surely seen the affliction of
My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry
because of their tastasters and oppressors; for | know
their sorrows and sufferings and trials.

8And | have come down to deliver theout of the hand
and power of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of
that land to a land good and large, a land flowing with
milk and honey [a land of plen§]to the place of the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the dbusite.

At first glance, one might not notice the marvelous insight contained
in the previous verses. One might fail to
the method He used to present them reveal a glimpse of His great
patience, compassion and wisdom.

Let me explain: Forty years prior to the episode of the burning bush,
God had witnessed the Israelitesd refusal
and their deliverer. He knew that Moses was suffering from a severe
case of rejection and low seaffteem which ahat moment rendered him
emotionally impotent. Therefore, God was aware that the very last thing
Moses needed was to feel that the success or failure of the mission, plus
the acceptance or rejection of the Israelites, depended solely on his
performance. fus, in His mercy, God told Mose8¢ | have come
down to deliver them out of the hand and power of the Egyptiand to
bring them up out of that land to a land good and large, a land flowing
with milk and honey. .. .0

In His compassion for Moses and His grewisdom the Lord
skillfully stated that the full responsibility for the mission rested with
Him alone. He was the real deliverer. Moses was simply the chosen
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instrument through whom God would carry out His miraculous plan.
God said,iill have come dowrio deliver them out of the hand and
power of the Egyptians. o

Only after God had assured Moses that he (Moses) was not
accountable for the outcome of the mission did He then gently break the
news to Moses that he (Moses) must go back to Egypt. | say @dd ge
broke the news to Moses because of the way God put His plan to him in
the following verses. First, He reminded Moses of the suffering of his
brethren. Then, He reasoned with him.

Now behold, the cry of the Israelites has come to Me,
and | have alsseen how the Egyptians oppress them.

10come now therefore, and | will send you to Pharoah,
that you may bring forth My people, the Israelites, out of

Egypt.

In the next verses, verses eleven and twelve, we see a classic
response of a person suffering rfrorejection and low selisteem.
Moses responded negatively. To put it bluntly, he told God that He had
chosen the wrong man for the job. Moses insisted that he was not
capable of accomplishing such a task. But God knew better. God knew
that Moses wassimply dealing with a bad case of inferiority and
insecurity. He knew that Moses had voiced those words while in a state
of seltdepreciation. So God in His wisdom offered moral support. God
promised Moses that He would not leave him alone. God wamildith
him. They would complete the mission together.

11and Moses said to Gotlyho am 1, that | should go
to Pharoah and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?

12604 said | will surely be with you and this shall be

the sign to you that | have sent youwhen you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on
this mountain [Horeb, or Sinai].

In verse twelve, the Creator, with His supreme understanding of
human behavioral characteristics, not only offered Moses a sign, but the
sign He offered waitself a vote of confidence. The sign showed Moses
that God was so confident that together they could and would complete
the mission that He put His own reputation on the line by predicting the
victorious outcome.

Remember, | shared with you earlier tthiawas no small task for
God to help Moses rid himself of the emotional baggage he had carried
with him out of Egypt? Well, in a moment, you will see that as soon as
God relieved one of Mosesd6 fears
immediately poppe up. However, as you have seen and will see,
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oneby-one, God quickly whipped those doubting foes into submission

by offering positive solutions to

the next verses.

13aAnd Moses said to God, Behold, when | coméhéo
Israelites and say to them, The God of your father has
sent me to you, and they say to me, What is His nhame?
What shall | say to therd

14And God said to Moses, | AM WHO | AM and WHAT
| AM, and | WILL BE WHAT | WILL BE; and He said,
You shall say thigo the Israelites: | AM has sent me to

Mosesd p

you!
Verses fifteen through twertywo ar e f il l ed with Godds in
and assurances to Moses. However, in verses sixteen through eighteen,
God comforts Moses by advising him on how he should approach the
eldersof Israel. Also, God informs Moses thiltis time the elders
would believe him and would obey his voice.
16Go, gather the elders of Israel together [the mature
teachers and tribal leaders], and say to them, The Lord
God of your fathers, the God of Abrahaof Isaac, and
of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, | have surely visited
you and seen that which is done to you in Egypt;
17And I have declared that | will bring you up out of the
affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite, the
Hittite, the Amorite, e Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey.
18and [the elders] shall believe and obey your voice
and you shall go, you and the elders of Israel, to the king
of Egypt and you shall say to him, The Lord, the God of
the Hebrews, has met with us; and now let us go, we
beseech you, three daysd journey into
that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.
Despite Goddés comfort and assurances, Mo s
negativity. He would not let go of his pdsuirt. He could not yet deal
with the thought of subjecting himself to more of the same rejection.
Put yourself in Moses®d shoes. Moses had
accept him and follow him the first time. Yet, when he had tried to help
them, they refsed to even listen to him. They had neither believed nor
obeyed him. They cast him away, totally disowning him. Moses had
fled Egypt a lonely, broken man, disowned by his own people and
disowned and hunted by the Egyptians. Thus, in the following véfse
Mosesd past rejection that again speaks out
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Exodus 4:1 (The Amplified Bible.)

IAND MOSES answere@ut_behold, they will not
believe me or listen to and obey my vgiéer they will
say, The Lord has not appeared to you.

For the third time, Godftered Moses comfort and moral support in
word and deed. He again tried to build u
sought to stir up Mosesbd trust and faith
more incredible miracles. We see in verses two through nine how God
tumedMose &6 rod into a serpent and then back ir
Mosesd hand | eprous and then healed it. P
when he got to Egypt, He would make water turn to blood on dry land.
Yet, all this still did not pull Moses out of his stabf selfdepreciation.
Moses continued to emotionally beat himself to a pulp.

Moses even expressed doubt in his own ability to verbally
communicate. Here we have an extremely educated man of his day, a
man whom Acts 7:22 informs us was mighty in speant in deeds,
trying to convince God that he is not articulate enough to be his
spokesperson.

AccordingtoSt rongb6s Exhaustive,ilCtbencordance of
Greek |l anguage, this particular word fAmig
powerful or capable. Yet, innaeffort to belittle his own Godiven
capabilities and oratory skills, Moses actually inferred that he was slow
of speech. According to the previous sourc
the derogative way Moses used it, he was as much as implying that he
was stupid regarding verbal communication skills.

Oh, the mercy and compassion that God expressed toward Moses
that day when, for the fourth time, God comforted him, extending moral
support not only in immediate word but also in promised deed. For, the
Lord promised that He would teach Moses what to say and how to say it.

Exodus 4:120 (The Amplified Bible.)

10And Moses said to the LordD Lord, | am not
eloqguent or a man of wordsneither before nor since
You have spoken to Your servafdy | am slow d
speechand have a heavy and awkward tongue.

11an d t he Lor d said t o hi m, Wh o has ma
mouth? Or who makes the dumb, or the deaf, or the
seeing, or the blind? lIs it not I, the Lord?

12Now therefore goand | will be with your mouth and
will teach yas what you shall say.
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To this point, the Lord had exhibited extreme patience and
longsuffering toward Moses. God needed Moses to help Him keep His
promise to Abraham. So, for that reason, God had bent over backwards

to help him. God had workedtobuildp Mosesd® confidence, shown

great miracles, relieved his unnecessary fears and anxieties and made
him specific promises. However, when, after all this extraordinary
divine help, Moses still insisted that he was not capable of such a task
and that Goghould get someone else to do the job, God became furious.
Yet, who could blame God for feeling angry under such circumstances.
Read for yourself what happened in the following verses.

13And he saidOh, my Lord, | pray You, send by the
hand of [some otkr] whom You will [send].

14Then the anger of the Lord blazed against Moses ....

My friend, the character trait that Moses exhibited in this instance
was not humility as some would have you believe. No! True humility
does not express itself in an unwiliiness to trust and obey God. True
humility would not infer that the all knowing, all wise God was mistaken
in His judgment or that He had made a bad or foolish choice. Mary, the
mother of Yeshua, exhibited true humility when in Luke 1:38 she said,
fié Betold, | am the handmaiden of the Lorkt it be done to me
according to what you have sa&d. 0

No! Moses did not demonstrate true humility in this instance.
Rat her , he exhibited a | ack of faith and
the correct instrumenbthelp Him accomplish His plan. The result of
Mo s es 6 c o +dpiediatioa bad lsraudht him close to the point of
sin.

There is a footnote for Exodus 3:11The Amplified Bible In that
footnote is evidence that the Bible scholar F. B. Meyer caagfimpse
of what you have been given in great detail in this portion of the series. |
think you will find that footnote interesting.

There was something more than

humility here; there was a tone of self

depreciation which was inconsistent

with a true f ai t h i n Godods sel ection
and appointment Surely it is Godos
business to choose His special

instruments; and _when we are

persuaded that we are in the line of

His purpose, we have no right to

question _the wisdom of His

appointment. To do so is to

depreciae His wisdom or to doubt
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His power and willingness to be come
all that is necessary to complete our
need (F.B. Meyer,Moses, the Servant
of Gog.

Af ter Mosesd6 | ast comment , God no
than additional pampering, God saw that Masesded a firm hand. Of
course, God was right. It is obvious that Moses realized he had gone too
far, and he stood corrected. | say this because he did not utter a single
word after God became angry with him. From that point on, God did the
talking, ard the gist of His words were these: Your brother is coming
out to meet you. | will tell you what to say, and you will tell him what to
say; he will speak for you. Take your rod with you; you will need it to

do the miracles and all that | have commangesilu t o do. Godobs

worked; Moses did not argue. Instead, he went home, got his family and,
accompanied by God, departed for Egypt.

14Then the anger of the Lord blazed against Moses;
He said, Is there not Aaron your brother, the Levite? |
know he ca speak well. Also, he is coming out to meet
you, and when he sees you, he will be overjoyed.

15vou must speak to him and put the words in his
mouth; and | will be with your mouth and with his
mouth and will teach you what you shall do.

184e shall speak dr you to the people, acting as a
mouthpiece for you, and you shall be as God to him.

17And you shall take this rod in your hand with which
you shall work the signs [that prove | sent you].

18And Moses went away and, returning to Jethro his
fatherin-law, said to him, Let me go back, | pray you, to
my relatives in Egypt to see whether they are still alive.
And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.

19The Lord said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt;
for all the men who were seeking your life [for killing
the Egyptian] are dead.

20and Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on
donkeys, and he returned to the land of Egypt; and
Moses took the rod of God in his hand.

It i s obvious that God was still
character even as he joeyed with him to Egypt. | say it is obvious

because in the following verses, we

character as it was at that time. Moses had failed to carry out a vital
command of God. He had failed to circumcise his own son. Moses had
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put the wishes of his wife before the commands of God. In doing so,
Moses had sinned. His disobedience had not only displeased God and
put the mission in jeopardy, but it had also put his own son in spiritual
danger. You will recall that God had warnedraham in Genesis 17:14
that any male who is not circumcised would be cut off from his people
(destroyed), and would not inherit the covenant promises.

Here was Moses on his way to help God establish His sacred
Abrahamic covenant when he had not even patsign of the covenant
in the flesh of his own son. Moses deliberately disobeyed God.
Consequently, God had to show Moses that He would not tolerate such
sin. On that occasion, God brought Moses about as close to death as one
can get without actuallyyihg. Moreover, God would have actually
killed him had Moses not repented. As a result of his sin, Moses became
so ill that his wife had to perform their s

I think you should read about that incident for yourself, so that you
too wi | | understand the importance of your
commands. Also, you need to be aware of what the man, Moses, was
really like before God reshaped his character. Why? Because,
understanding what he was like before and after will give yoewa
respect for the man, Moses. It will also make you appreciate God even
more knowing how He patiently worked with Moses and what He went
through with Moses in order to keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.

Exodus 4:2426 (The Amplified Biblg.

24AIong the way at a [resting place, the Lord met
[Moses] and sought to kill him [made him acutely and
almost fatally ill].

25[Now apparently he had failed to circumcise one of

his sons, his wife being opposed to it; but seeing his life

in such dangerZipporah took a flint knife and cut off

the foreskin of her son and cast it to
and said, Surely a husband of blood you are to me!

26vhen He let [Moses] alone [to recover], Zipporah
said, a husband of blood are you because of the
circumcision.

The Amplified Biblgorovides a footnote for the previous verse, verse
twentyfive. As you read it, notice that the words of the Bible scholars
mentioned confirm what | am teaching.

He who is on his way to liberate the
people of the circumcision as in
Midian even neglected to circumcise his

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



88

second son Eliezer (J.P. Langé&
Commentary. It was necessary that at

this stage of Moseso experience h e

should learn that God is in earnest when
He speaks, and will assuredly perform
all that He has threated (J.G.Murphy,
A Commentary on the Book of Exodus

Moses recovered from his close call with death. However, during
that frightening experience, he had learned a valuable lesson. He learned
and would remember that God requires absolute obedience to His
commands. Thus, Moses was almost ready to help God fulfill His
promise to Abraham and to deliver the children of the covenant
from the bondage of Egypt

T TOO Y ~

While God had been at work preparing Moses for the great task of
delivering His people, the Isratds were still in cruel bondage. They
had absolutely no idea what God had been doing or was doing behind the
scenes. So, since as far as they were concerned, no change had as yet
taken place, they automatically assumed that God had not heard and
answeredheir cries for assistance.

Viewing the previous overall situation with hindsight is like
observing a bumblebee in flight. For example, there are times when the
bee seems to be literally suspended in air. To the natural eye, he appears
to be motionlesslt is only when the bee darts forward that one becomes
aware that he was in flight the whole time. One simply could not detect
his movement.

So it is with God and His people.
looked like God was not moving on theirbadf. However, the whole
time, unbeknown to them, God was movirgod was actually at work
preparing the very vessel through whom He intended to keep His
promises to their forefathers and deliver them from the bondage of
Egypt. The problem was, they jusould not see what God was doing
behind the scenes. It was not unt i
message of deliverance (the bee darted forward), that the Israelites
finally realized that God had heard and miraculously answered their
prayers.

Furthemore, as God had promised Moses, the Israelites actually
accepted the fact that God had sent Moses to them. This time, they not
only believed Moses, but they were so grateful that God had heard and
answered them, they even bowed their heads and worshippéddrd.

See this for yourself in the next verses.
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Exodus 4:2981 (The Amplified Bible.)

29%0ses and Aaron went and gathered together [in
Egypt] all the elders of the Israelites.

30aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken
to Moses, and dithe signs in the sight of the people.

31and the people believedand when they heard that
the Lord had visited the Israelites, and that He had
looked [in compassion] upon their afflictiothey bowed
their heads and worshiped

The next chapter, Exodus chap r five, informs you of P h
response during and after Mosesd and Aaron
him. If you are familiar with that particular story, you will recall how
Pharoah refused to obey Goddéds commands.
people go im the wilderness to make sacrifice to the Lord their God.

Pharoah was so rebellious that he punished the Israelites for even asking
for time off to worship their God.

That punishment came in the form of a demand. The demand was
that the Israelites perfor an impossible task. Pharoah commanded that
they make bricks without the usual necessary supply of straw. Although
Pharoah deprived the lIsraelites of the straw, he still insisted that their
daily quota of bricks not bee di mi ni shed.
scattered throughout all Egypt, forced to gather short stubble instead of
straw. Then, when they could not meet their usual tally of bricks
because of the short supply of straw, the Israelite foremen were brutally
beaten by their Egyptian taskmasters.

The foremen took their case to Pharoah, explaining to him how the
Egyptians were forcing them to make bricks without straw and how they
were beating them because they could not meet the expected quota. But,
since Pharoah was initially responsible for tbafair rule, he showed
them no mercy. Instead, he accused them of being lazy and idle. He
insisted that the reason they wanted time off to go and make sacrifices to
their God was because they had too much time on their hands. Thus,
Phar oah 6 s order nereained witact. k There would be no straw
provided, and the quota would not be lessened one iota.

So that | can present to you additional information that pertains to

Mosesd rejection problem, we wil!/l read aboi
right afte t he foremenods previously menti oned
Pharoah.
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Exodus 5:123 (The Amplified Bible.)

19And the Hebrew foremen saw that they were in an evil
situation when it was said, You shall not diminish in the
least your full daily quota of bricks.

Can you imagine what took place when, a
presence with the previous distressing judgment weighing heavy on their
minds, the Hebrew foremen bumped into Moses and Aaron on the road?
If you imagined the worst, you are right. The Hebferemen railed at
Moses and Aaron. The next verses give you an idea of how they
verbally blamed Moses and Aaron for their present miserable plight

20and the foremen met Moses and Aaron, who were
standing in the way as they came forth from Pharoah.

21and the foremen said to them, The Lord look upon
you and judge, because you have made us a rotten
stench to be detested by Pharoah and his servants and
have put a sword in their hand to slay us.

How do you think Moses responded to the Israelites latest bafage
rejection and blame? Do you think Moses finally exhibited faith and
trust in God? Well, | am afraid he did not. Would you believe he
reverted right back to his previous state of doubt anddegifeciation.
Just as the foremen had wrongfully accuaad scolded him, so Moses

wrongfully accused and scolded God. He qu¢
moti ves. He again questiondwb, Godds <choice
he as much as said to God, il told you so.

the following \erses.

22Then Moses turned again to the Lord and sdid,
Lord, why have You dealt evil to this people? Why did
You ever send me?

23ror since | came to Pharoah to speak in Your name,
he has done evil to this peoplegither have You
delivered Your peopletall.

At this stage in the game, God could not
interfere with His keeping His solemn pledge to Abraham So God
responded to Mosesd questions and doubts b
now going to do and why. He told Moses that Heswow ready to deal
with Pharoah. He then got down to the heart of the matter, explaining
once again His reason for being involved in that situation in the first
place.

God reminded Moses that He would Himself personally carry
out His promises to Abraham Isaac and Jacob and consequently
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establish His covenant with their descendants, the Israelites. Hence,

as God had promised their forefathers, He would be their God, He

would deliver them from the bondage of Egypt, and He would bring

them to the PromisedLand (Canaan). In the following verses, we

again see the Biblical answer to the quest
The Jews Fr\WenseeBatyGod @elivered the Jews from

Eqypt in order to keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Exodus 6:28 (The Amplified Bible.)

2And God said to Moses, | am the Lord.

3 appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God
Almighty [EFShaddai], but by My name the Lord
[Yahwel® the redemptive name of God] | did not make
Myself known to them [in acts and great acles].

4 have also established My covenant with them to give
them the land of Canaan, the land of their temporary
residence in which they were strangers.

9| have also heard the groaning of the Israelites whom
the Egyptians have enslavedpnd | have [earmstly]
remembered My covenant [with Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob]

6Accordingly, say to the Israelites, | am the Lord, and |
will bring you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians, and | will free you from their bondage, and |
will rescue you with an outgtched arm [with special
and vigorous action] and by mighty acts of judgment.

TAnd 1 will take you to Me for a peopland | will be to

you a God and you shall know that it is I, the Lord your
God, Who brings you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptans.

8And 1 will bring you into the land concerning which |
lifted up My hand and swore that | would give it to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and | will give it to you for
a heritage. | am the Lord [youhave the pledge of My
changeless omnipotence and faitiihess.

In the previous verses, the Lord Himself answered the question,
AWhy Did God Del i verGolebéxplaingdckthesHeFr om Egypt ?0
did it in order to keep His solemn pledge to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacoh In those same verses, God also promisedhioegctions He
would take in order to keep His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.

(1) He would free the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt.
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(2) He would rescue them with special and vigorous actions and
mighty acts of judgment.

(3) He would betteir God.

(4) He would deliver them from Egypt and bring them to Canaan
(the Promised Land).

God had sworn to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He would do
all those things, and God wanted the Israelites to know that He was
about to fulfill His sacred coverant. However, when Moses relayed
Godods | ast message to the <covenant descen
refused to |Iisten to and heed Mosesbd6 voice.
feeling dejected, disillusioned and disappointed.

For a moment , | esitde ofutlsis issue.nGod laelm Go d 6 s
multitude of problems to deal with, and He was getting no cooperation
from either the Israelites or Moses. On the one hand, He had the
Israelites who wanted instant deliverance. And, because they had been
so mistreated byhe Egyptians, they had difficulty trusting anyone or
anything. On the other hand, He had Moses with his questionings, his
accusations, his negativity, his | ack of f
choose the right vessel and make the right decisios has low
selfesteem. Plus, on top of all that, God had the responsibility of
punishing and conquering the Egyptians and their gods and fulfilling His
covenant with Abraham in its entirety, including getting these people,
His people, out of Egytmnd back to the Promised Land.

The last thing God needed was for Moses to start moaning and
complaining again about his inability to do the job. Yet that is exactly
what Moses did. Instead of giving God a little support and comfort,
Moses insisted thaGod 6s pl an was not going to work
chosen an incompetent vessel to carry it out. Read the next verses for
yourself and you will see what | mean.

Exodus 6:912 (The Amplified Bible.)

9Moses told this to the Israelites, but they refused to
listen to Moses because of their impatience and anguish
of spirit and because of their cruel bondage.

10The Lord said to Moses,

11co in, tell Pharoah king of Egypt to let the Israelites
go out of his land.

128yt Moses said to the Lord, Behold [my own people]
the Israelites have not listened to me; how then shall
Pharoah give heed to me, who am of deficient and
impeded speech?
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From the time Moses came face to face with God, he had failed to
exhibit the character of humility. God, on the other hand, had displaye
great humility throughout their relationship. For example, even during
the previously mentioned situation in Exodus-629 God manifested
true humility. It takes a great deal of humility to keep your word to a
friend (Abraham) at the expense of yowrohurt, and that is exactly
what God did when He disregarded Mosesd | as

God intended to keep His pledge to Abraham at any cost to
Himself. So, since Moses was the key to keeping that promise, God

humbl vy ignored Mosesb i_mdau pushi n g comment s
forward His deliverance plan. In addition to His willingness to
overl ook Mosesbd6 disrespectful statement , G

method of dealing with Moses. This time, He took Moses into His

confidence. God laid out His plans for dealmigh Pharoah before him.

He assured Moses that the battle strategy He was using was absolutely

necessary since He had to accomplish certain aspects of Hisgitan

the I sraelites could | eave Egypt. Godobés pl
it out exactlyas He did at that point went something like this:

(1) Moses would go to Pharoah and presen

(2) God would harden Pharoahé6s heart so
Moses.

( 3) Pharoahot6s refusal to obey would | ea\y

fulfill the promises He had previously made to Abraham in Genesis
15:1314 which included: fiBut | will bring judgment on that nation
whomthey willserve and afterward they wil/ come out

Oh, my friend, do you see the righteousness in what God was doing?
So that He could keep His word to Abraham, God had to meet His
previous stipulations in Genesis 15148 exactly as He had stated that
He would. Thus, in order to fulfill His word in its entirety, God had to
punish the Egyptiandefore the Israelites codl leave their land.
Consequently, He could not provide instant deliverance for His people.
The bottom line is: Every single thing God did during that whole
affair, right down to the order of events, revolved around His
promises to Abraham.

As you readhe following verses, try to picture God as the Supreme
Commander relaying His battle strategy to His top general because that
is exactly what was taking place. Trained as a prince of Egypt, Moses
would have completely understood the necessity for warsiraegy.
He would have recognized that Godos pl an
righteous and extremely wise. And last but not least, he would have
realized the need for him to align himself
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the given circumst beastamdonly weyaaharslle way was t he
that situation.

Exodus 7:16 (The Amplified Bible.)

1THE LORD said to Moses, Behold, | make you as God
to Pharoah [to declare My will and purpose to himj;
and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet.

2You shall speak all that command you, and Aaron
your brother shall tell Pharoah to let the Israelites go
out of his land.

SAnd | wi || make Pharoahoés heart stubbo
and multiply My signs, My wonders, and miracles in the
land of Egypt.

4But Pharoah will not listen to yp and | will lay My
hand upon Egypt and bring forth My hosts, My people
the Israelites, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of
judgment.

SThe Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord when |
stretch forth My hand upon Egypt and bring out the
Israelites fom among them.

6And Moses and Aaron did s0, as the Lord commanded

them.

Obviousl vy, Godbés | ast approach in dealin
wor ked. Moses fell right in |Iine with God¢
completely. Suddenly, his faith rose up, wding out all previous
doubts and fears. Thus, Mo s es, Godbés migh
the Lord to punish and congquer | srael 6s f «
fal se gods) and consequentl vy, t o bring a

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Godbs patience, humi |ity, faithfulness and
paid off. Sometimes, we tend to overlook the fact that God, not Moses,
was the real hero in the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt. The
Lord underwent much pain to keep His sacrednpse to Abraham.
Godds willingness to endure severe difficu
prepare Moses and use him to bring the Israelites out of the bondage of
Egypt and back to the Land of Promise stands as a monument to His
holy, faithful character.

By the time God got through refining Mose
truly faithful, loyal friend. God had taken a life that had been
emotionally broken into many pieces and when He had finished putting
all the pieces back together again, Moses was sglitstronger than he
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had ever been. Setepreciation turned into true humility. Doubt and
skepticism turned into faith. Fear turned into courage and boldness.
Furthermore, to this very day, the whole world knows that God truly

did make a wise choicavhen He picked Moses to help Him keep His
promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

As the Lord had commanded, the now courageous prophet of God,
Moses, and his brother, Aaron, confronted Pharoah for the second time.
With Mosesd hel p, Gaelitesfvoonuhe dondhgel i ver t he
of Egypt and bring them back to the land of Canaan so that His
sacred covenant with Abraham would be fulfilled.

O~

After all your years of searching, Christian, you finally
understand why God delivered the Jews from Egypt. Nevergain
will you have to wonder why God miraculously rescued the Hebrew

children from Pharoahdés oppression. For

doubt that God delivered the Jews in order to keep His covenant
with His righteous friend, Abraham.

You also received insightinto what the deliverer, Moses, was
really like. The knowledge you gained should have given you new
respect for the man, Moses. For, you are now aware that he had to
overcome many character flaws in order to become the mighty vessel
of God wh oople Baagdiesitly pdenire and look up to.

Most of all, you have been given deeper insight into the holy
character of God. Surely our God is to be praised. We have
overwhelming proof that He is faithful. His word is to be trusted.
Blessed be the Lord ouGod, for He delivered the Israelites out of
the bondage of Egypt exactly as He promised Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob that He would.
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WHAT WAS GODOS
PURPOSE FOR TRANSFORMING
AARONOGOS ROD I NTO A SERPENT?

In chapter four, we studied in detail evemracle and mighty act of
judgment that God performed in Egypt, except one. The miracle we did
not cover involved Aaronb6s rod changing int

Throughout the years, the miracle of the serpent has continued to
puzzl e t he Chur c h.eople rédd eteeScripture Go d 6 s p
describing that particular phenomenon, numerous questions begin to
sur face. One of those questions i s, i Wh
serpent in His miracle?b9 Rest assured, t he
with many other answerto specific queries, will be provided in this
portion of the series.

The main reason the miracle in question has remained so open to
controversy is because most people feel uncomfortable with the idea that
God even used a serpent in His miracle at @lkese people experience
discomfort because, with good reason, they associate the serpent with
Satan.

On more than one occasion, the Scriptures depict Satan as a serpent.
For example, in Genesis 3:1, the Scriptures reveal that while in the form
of a serpeny Satan tempted Eve. Consequently, mankind fell into sin.
Then, of course, there is the wkiliown verse in Revelation in which
Satan is actually identified &t hat o | dSinced quptedrfrom 0
the Holy Bible, King Jamesversion let us read théast reference from
that translation.

Revelation 12:9 (King James Version.)

9And the great dragonwas cast outthat old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satanwhich deceiveth the whole
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out v him.

Yeshua was aware that men associated the serpent with Satan. He
knew the sacred Scriptures. It was because of His absolute knowledge of
the Scriptures that in Matthew 23:33 He referred to the wicked religious
leaders of His day a8You serpents! You spawn of Vipers dYeshua
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attributed those titles of Satan to | srael ¢
time, they were exhibiting the wicked character of Satan.

However, the opposite side of the coin is quite different. There are
passages of Sctigre in which the termi s e r pdenotesd specific
characteristics t hat Godébs peopl e ar e enc
instance, in Matthew 10:16, Yeshua instructed His own disciples to be
wise as serpents. Other Scriptures, such as Isaiah 14:29, refer to
rght eous men as serpents. In that particul
|l srael 6s righteous King Hezakiah as a serpe

In verses such as Deuteronomy 32:24, God warns His own people
that if they sin, He will send serpents to punish them. The book of
Numbes provides us with an actual instance when the Israelites did sin,
and God did send the promised fiery serpents among them. However,
under Godobds instructions, Moses erected a
that bronze serpent was used by God as an insttuofiemealing for
those who had sinned. See this happening for yourself in the subsequent
verses.

Numbers 21:@ (The Amplified Bible.)

6Then the Lord sentfiery (burning) serpentsamong
the people and they bit the people, and many Israelites
died.

’And the people came to Moses, and said, We have
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against
you; pray to the Lord, that He may take away the
serpents from us. So Moses prayed for the people.

8And the Lord said to Moses, Maka fiery serpenfof
bronze] and set it on a palend everyone who is bitten,
when he looks at it, shall live.

9And Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it on a
pole, and if a serpent had bitten any man, when he
looked to the serpent of bronze [attentively, expectantly,
with a steady and absorbing gaze], he lived.

You will recall that Yeshua compared His own crucifixion to the
previous serpent episode. His exact words are written in the following
verses.

John 3:1415 (The Amplified Bible.)

14and just as Moses lifted uthe rpentin the desert
[on a pole], so must [so it is hecessary that] the Son of
Man be lifted up [on the cross],
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19 order that everyone who believes in Him [who
cleaves to Him, trusts Him, and relies on Him] may not
perish, but have eternal life and [aetlly] live forever!

By now, it should be c¢clear to you that i
signifies both good and evil. It represents both the righteous and the
unrighteous. The serpent is used on the one hand to punish and to inflict
pain and death and onettother hand, symbolically, to provide physical
and spiritual healing and life. The bottom line is that the serpent, like
every other creature, was created by God Almighty. Therefore, God has
and will continue to use the serpent in whatever capacityeble f.

Hopefully, the information | just presented will have helped to
remove any reservations you may have had ¢
serpent in the miracle in Pharaohés court.
l earn Goddés pur posentirfHisrmrelmyduawyli ng t he serp
see the incredible wisdom of His choice

TS0~

There is another facet of Mosesd miracle
most Christians. Since Moses performed a supernatural miracle of God,
Christians wonder how the magicians of Egyptevable to duplicate it?
Who or what was their source of power?

Some Christians are of the opinion that F
power source. They feel that they simply practiced deceptive illusions.
| f t hat had been the woldbavehbhdaam afrai d Aa
difficult time swallowing those illusions. No! 1 think we need to lay
aside mendés assumptions and opinions and
Biblical facts. Otherwise, we may get caught up in the ridiculous.

Scriptural evidence indicatekat the magicians could certainly have

perfor med duplicate miracl es by Satanobs p
investigate that avenue, it i's important
power is | imited. Only with Godoés per mi ss

miraculous pwer. For example, the Lord allowed Satan to perform
numerous miracles during righteous Jobbs or

For a moment, let us consider a few of those supernatural feats
that Satan executed. In Job 1:16, Satan caused fire to fall from heaven.
That i r e burned up Jobds -18, hSatenp . Then i n
mi racul ously conjured up a whirl wind which
daughters. And let us not forget how, in Job 2:7, Satan caused painful
boils to break out all over Jobés body.
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My friend, thereisno denyi ng t hat when it suits

Satan is indeed capable of performing miracles. The book of Revelation
even furnishes us with a preview of his future miraculous escapétes.
Revelation 12:9, you saw that the dragon i8¢ that old serpent, alled

t he devi | . &eeding$hattfaat iménind, let us checkout what
Goddés Word tells us about the devil
day be allowed to bestow upon some of his followers.

Revelation 13:4 (The Amplified Bible)

1[AS] | stoodon the sandy beach, | saw a beast coming
up out of the sea with ten horns and seven heads. On his
horns he had ten royal crowns (diadems) and
blasphemous titles (names) on his heads.

2And the beast that | saw resembled a leopard, but his
feet were like thse of a bear and his mouth was like that
of a lion. And to him the dragon gave his [own] might
and power and his [own] throne and great dominion

3And one of his heads seemed to have a deadly wound.
But his death stroke was healed; and the whole earth
went after the beast in amazement and admiration.

4Thev fell down and paid homage to the dragon,
because he had bestowed on the beast all his dominion
and _authority, they also praised and worshiped the
beast, exclaiming, Who is a match for the beast, and,
Who can make war against him?

In this same chapter, we see a second example of the power that the
dragon, Satan, will be allowed to possess in the future.

Revelation 13:1414 (The Amplified Bible.)

1lThen I saw another beast rising up out of the land
[itself]; he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke
(roared) likea dragon

12He exerts all the power and right of control of the
former beast in his presence, and causes the earth and
those who dwell upon it to exalt and deify the first beast,
whose deadly wond was healed, and to worship him.

134e performs great signs (startling miracles), even

making fire fall from the sky to
sight.

14aAnd because of the signs (miracles) which he is

allowed to perform in the presence of the [first] beast,

he deceives those who inhabit the earth, commanding
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them to erect a statue (an image) in the likeness of the
beast who was wounded by the [small] sword and still
lives.

After reading the previous information, | am sure you will agree that
t he g ue ace Masesperforied a supernatural miracle, how were
t he magicians of Egypt able to duplicate it
source of power ?20 haveThebnmegigiansaoid equat el y ans
Egypt wer e abl e t o emul at e t hat miracl e,
permission, Satan was their source of power

The only thing left for us to do before | begin to answer the question,
AwWhy did God choose to use a serpent i n  Hi
Biblical account of that mighty act of God. So let us do that.

Exodus 1-13 (The Amplified Bible.)

6And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord commanded
them.

"Now Moses was 80 years old and Aaron 83 years old
when they spoke to Pharoah.

8And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,

S\When Pharoah says to you, Prove [your authorityleb
miracle, then tell Aaron, throw your rod down before
Pharoah, that it may become a serpent.

1050 Moses and Aaron went to Pharoah and did as the
Lord had commandedAaron threw down his rod
before Pharoah and his servants, and it became a
serpent.

11Then Pharoah called for the wise men [skilled in
magic and divination] and the sorcerers (wizards and
jugglers). And they also, these magicians of Egypt, did
similar things with their enchantments and secret arts.

12For they cast down every man his rod antey
became serpents; but Aaronbés rod swal l ¢
rods

135 y t Pharoahodés heart was hardened and s
he would not listen to them, just as the Lord had said.

Mosesb character had al most overnight L
metamorphosis. He had shhis attitude of selflepreciation, selfloubt
and questioning. He now stood before Pharoah, an eyglainold
spiritual giant, bold and fearless and full of faith in God. Truly, the Lord
had molded a misshapen Ilump of clay into a beautiful vessaighr
whom He would accomplish His covenant with Abraham.
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The now transformed Moses would represent God Himself. He
would be the instrument God would use to bring the promised judgment
upon Pharoah and his subjects. for their cr
You will soon see that the miracle described in the verses we just read
was actually a preview and a forewarning of that judgment which was
soon to come upon all Egypt.

T TOO Y T~

It is time now for me to answer the quest
touseaserpégn i n Hi sThenanswardd tlat?qaestion is that,
in this instance,God chose to use a serpent because the serpent was
Kknown and accepted as the symbol of Phar oat

Most likely, you have seen an Egyptian uraeus on display in a
museumnor portrayed in Egyptian artwork or while watching a film. The
definition of tTheeAmevican HeritAge Diatienarg,0 i n
Second College Editioeads as such:

The figure of the sacred serpent,

depicted on the headdress of ancient
Egyptian rules and deities as an

embl em of sovereigntyeée.

In chapter four, you learned that Pharoah (the god Horus) was
thought to be alpowerful, altknowing and in complete control of all
nature, fertility and even fate. As their god, Pharoah was responsible for
theEgyptianso6é financi al p-bemgfHewasty and their
also believed to be endowed with magical powers.

That same source[he NewEncyclopedia Britannica Micropedia
Ready Reference under the heading fAPharaoh, o tell
ura e us (the serpent on hi s crown) suppose
enemi es. 0 Remember , he was falsely accre
able to singlehandedly trample thousands of the enemy on the
battlefield. So, after joining the facts about the uraeus witththe
information you received in chapter four, it should come as no surprise to
you when | tell you that according®mi t hés Bi buhderthei ct i onary
heading fAiSerpent, 0 the serpent was worshippg

C
d

OO~

The time has come for me to cawh together all the pieces of this
amazing puzzle. Since, only then will you truly comprehend the
awesome spiritual significance of the events that took place during
Moses® second confrontation with Pharoah.
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One of the pieces of the puzzle is seen indiso7:1 in theHoly
Bible, King James Version There God said to Mose®% | have made

theea godto Pharoah and Aaron thy brdn her shalll be
a few moments, you will realize the great importance of those words.

You will see what a vitat ol e t hat stat ement pl ayed in
strategy.

Moses, a judge of | srael who was as Goc
spokesperson about to pass Gododés judgment

gods, was in the true Biblical sense of the wéed god 0 Yeshua

Himself, when speaking to the religious leaders of Israel in John 10:34,

referred tothema$ g o d¥eshdasaidi!| s it not wtitten in your
said, ye are godg? | think it will help you if you also read the following

verses, for they reveal why Yeshuaereéd to the religious leaders of

Israelasigods . O

Psalm 82:18 (The Amplified Bible.)

1GoD STANDS in the assembly [of the representatives]
of God; in the midst of the magistrates or juddés
gives judgmenfas] among the gods.

Verse one in théloly Bible, King James Versioneads,i GO D
standeth in the congregation of the mightyhe judgeth among the

gods 0

ZHow long will you [magistrates or judges] judge
unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
[pause, and calmly think of that]!

3Do justice tothe weak (poor) and fatherless; maintain
the rights of the afflicted and needy.

4Deliver the poor and needy; rescue them out of the
hand of the wicked.

5[The magistrates and judges] know not, neither will
they understand; they walk on in the darkness [of
complacent satisfaction]; all the foundations of the
earth [the fundamental principles upon which rests the
administration of justice] are shaking.

6 said, You are godgsince you judge on My behalf, as
My representatives]indeed, all of you are childreof
the Most High.

"But you shall die as men and fall as one of the princes.

8Arise, O God, judge the earth! For to You belong all
the nations.
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As you can see in Godds Word, peopl e who
for God or to pass arg reglegantng the Lord. Godds st eac
Therefore, those people are referred to in the Scripturésgas dtbad
is, i g o dvithda small g). fil said, You are godgsince you judge on
My behalf, as My representatives. dRemember, one of the Ten
Commandments exprdgstatesi Thou shalt héaefoe no ot her god
Me . QExodus 20:3.) The Lord was compelled to insert the word
fibefored in that command, because He Himself had already designated
His true representativessg o d s . 0

GodOos r ep areBoé hrepadtdrevnetdso be worshipped.
To do so would be to commit the deadly sin of idolatry. The Israelites
did not worship Moses. Neither did they put the god, Mdsefare the
Lor d. For , |l i ke Goddés representatives tod
like any otherman. Nevertheless, since such men and women are
endowed with the power to represent the Lo
sake, they are to be greatly regarded and treated with deep reverence and
respect.

With the knowledge you now possess, you will undedsthat when
| speak of the god, Moses, | am referring to him strictly in the Biblical
sense. On the other hand, when | speak of the god, Horus, | am speaking
of the false god, Pharoah. | have amplified the previous point because |
do not want you to meonstrue or misinterpret my words when | refer to
either of those men as gods.

TS0~

Now, l et us get down to the core of the n
first priority was to keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
One of those promises involved bringig judgment upon the
Egyptians and their gods for their abhorrent treatment of the
Israelites. The best way | know to describe God
to compare it to a gigantic power game, a power game in which the deck
was already stacked againstlael 6 s enemi es.

The playing field covered all the land of Egypt. The players were
God Almighty and the evil god of this world, Satan. The pieces through
whom the players wielded power were the god Moses and his prophet
Aaron on the one side and the godaRah and his magicians on the
other side. The pawns (those who had no personal power) were the
Israelites and the Egyptians.

God had purposely made the pieces equal (that is, since the
Egyptians considered Pharoah to be a god, the Lord raised up & worth
opponent, the god Moses). Furthermore, since God knew that His rival,
Satan, lacked the necessary power needed to adequately participate in the
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game, God gave him a handicap (that is, an advantage to equalize his

chances of succeeding). Satan was talibta certain amount of

miraculous power. That supply of power was not only used by his

foll owers to duplicate Mosesd serpent mira
7:22 that, like Moses, the magicians also turned water to blood. Plus, in

Exodus 8:67, againlike Moses, the magicians caused frogs to come up

onto the land.

However, as | sai d earlier, Satanbés powel
God allows. Unbeknown to Satan, God had given him only enough
power to accompli sh Godos Ipemtr pose regardi

Consequently, the magicians were able to play off the miracle of the
serpent and to miraculously intensify two of the supernatural plagues that
God had already poured out. But unlike Moses, they were not able to
halt or so much as ease the plagueshey could not even heal
themselves of the painful boils on their own bodies.

Consider the stupidity of the way the magicians used the miraculous
power that Satan had invested in them. Eg
to blood. So, whatdidthe maginis do t o ease the peopleds di
They made more water turn to blood. Moreover, Moses plagued Egypt
with frogs. So again, what did the magicians do to help the people?
They caused more frogs to come up onto the land. The end result was
thatrathe t han relieving the Egyptiansd sufferi
under such circumstances, | do not think the people of Egypt would have
been too impressed with the magicians miracles, do you?

All the magicians really succeeded in doing through theiacies
was to make themselves look stupid and to prove to everyone that God,
not Pharoah, was gllowerful. Plus, for a time, the magicians actually
hel ped God har den Pharoahos heart . Thus,
carrying out His promised judgment ofj{pt and her gods.

Because the Egyptians viewed the serpent as the symbol of

Pharoahodds power, the Lord chose to use the
the power game. God turned Aaronds rod in
Egypt and their gods théte, not Plaroah, is alpowerful. Furthermore,

as you will soon see, the Lorddbés opening m

judgment upon the Egyptians and their gods.

On that dreadful day, the god Moses and the god Horus stood pitted
against each other. Truth, light amghteousness looked straight into the
face of deception, darkness and wickedness. The spiritual battle had
begun. The demons must have shivered in terror upon realizing that the
foundation of Satands Egyptian domain was
unlike the magicians of Egypt, they had to have known that the power
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Satan had invested in the god Pharoah and his magicians was no match
for the power of the Lord that the god Moses would soon display.

As God had commanded, the god Moses instructed Aaron his
prophet to throw his rod down before the god Pharoah (Horus). Those
Egyptians who were present in Pharoaho
totally shocked by the sight of Aar on
They had to have drawn back in fear and awe. Honiused they must
have felt to see an Israelite cause a rod to turn into a sacred serpent, the
symbol of the god Pharoahd6s power and sov
object of worship.

C O |

[
6s r

It is no wonder that the god Horus (Pharoah) immediately sent for
his wise me and sorcerers. He had to save face. After all, another god
had, by a miracle, displayed the symbol of His own supreme power,
power that the god Pharoah <c¢l aimed solely
wi se men and sorcerers rdpawertTheyPhar oahoés ai
too would make their rods turn into serpents

Exodus 7:1012 (The Amplified Bible.)

1050 Moses and Aaron went to Pharoah and did as the
Lord had commandedAaron threw down his rod
before Pharoah and his servants, and it became a
serpent

IThen Pharoah called for the wise men [skilled in
magic and divination] and the sorcerers (wizards and
jugglers). And they also, these magicians of Egypt, did
similar things with their enchantments and secret arts.

12k 0y they cast down every man his rodné they
became serpents b u't Aaronos rod swall owed up
rods.

2 Timothy 3:89 f urni shes wus with the names of t
magicians. They are Jannes and Jambres. Plus, by comparing certain
evil men of his day to Jannes and Jambres, Paul alsa@esous with a
good description of the type of men Phar oe
were rebellious in that they resisted the truth that Moses relayed to them.
Also, theKing James Versioapplies to themthe woridir e pr olmat e. 0
The American Heritage Diionary, Second College Editiothe word
reprobate is defined:

A morally unprincipled person. One

wh o i s predestined to damnati oné.
Rejected by God and without hope of

sal vationé.
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From the previous report, we catch a glimpse of the utterly evil
spirits hat the god Moses confronted that day. The magicians of Egypt
were the image of their master, the devil, in both character and deed.
They were so deluded that they actually thought they could match, if not
surpass, the miracle of the serpent that Mossfopned. And for a

mo ment , it seemed to alll who were present

were right, for through them Satan made his first move of the contest.

The magi ci ans duplicated Mosesb miracl e.

producing one serpent from one ra$ Moses had done, all the
magicians threw down their rods, and all their rods became serpents.

Thus, the solitary effect of Mosesd6 serpen

since it was outnumbered and surrounded by the sacred serpents of the
god Horus.

The power game was intensifying. Everyone present was holding
t heir breat h, wondering what Moses b next
outward eye, it appeared that Moses was trapped. His serpent was
surrounded by the magiciansd serpents.

However, God was in no wajefeated. Rather, the whole time, the
Lord had been skillfully setting up Satan for the big fall. Everything was
proceeding according to the Lordés pl an.
as God had placed him, and the next mo v e

W

Aar on6s rod opened its mouth and |l unged for:

all the magiciansd rods.
Exodus 7:12 (The Amplified Bible.)

12For they cast down every man his rod and they
became serpentd) u t Aaronébés rod swall owed up t
rods.

God had won thatirst round of the power game, and as the victor,
He had also made an awesome statement.

(1) God had shown thatle, not Satan, not Pharoah, not the
magicians,but He, the Lord God Almighty, was allpowerful and
all-wise

(2) The Lord had shown that &ah 06 s representative, t he

Pharoah, was no match for His representative, the god Moses.

(3) The Lord had given to Satan, to Pharoah and to the Egyptians as
a whole, a warning of what was abouttohappEth e _pr evi ew of Godoés

h

judgment was thatjustas Mo s es 6 rod had swall owed up the

the magicians so the Lord would swallow up (that is, destroy) the
nation of Eqypt and their gods. Yes, the Lord would destroy the nation
that for four hundred years had cruelly afflicted and oppressed His
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beloved coe n a nt people and opposed His purpose.
be poured out upon all Egypt and their gails | wi || bl ess those wh
bless you [who confer prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him

who curses or uses i ns@knes12:3) anguage towar e

The cost o f abusing Godés covenant peopl
destruction of Eqgypt. God woul d destroy Egyptdéds water
aquatic |life, Egyptds comfort, EgQgyptos pr os
|l i vestock, Egypt 6s Egyptséstirerd, aBgy pte@et ai
Egypt 6s firstborn, and Egypt 6s gods (t ha-

Egyptians worshipped or considered to be sacred).

Goddés judgment started with Moses debasir
serpents. In so doing, he also debased Phatoa power since the serp
was the symbol of that power. That day, Moses had begun to literally
accomplish the work that he had symbolically acted out during the
episode of the burning bush. He had picked up a serpent by the tail, and
that serpent wasagwverless to harm him. Let us read the following text,
and then | will explain in more detail.

Exodus 4:14 (The Amplified Bible.)

IAND MOSES answered, But behold, they will not
believe me or listen to and obey my voice; for they will
say, The Lord has mappeared to you.

2And the Lord said to him, What is that in your hand?
And he said, A rod.

3And He said, Cast it on the ground. And he did so
and it became a serpefthe symbol of royal and divine
power worn on the crown of the Pharaohsind Moses
fled from before it.

4and the Lord said to Moses, Put forth your hand and
take it by the tail. And he stretched out his hand and
caught it, and it became a rod in his hand.

Notice in verse three that evé@ihe Amplified Bibldranslators show
you what that erpent representedThe serpent wasfit he sy mbol of
royal and divine power worn on the crown of the PharachsSo, it is
quite possible that Moses was more startled by what the serpent
represented than he was by the creature itself. After all, he had bee
raised in the Pharoahods pal ace. He had be
the serpent spat flames of fire at Pharaohdt
by that time, Moses was himself classed as an enemy of Pharoah, he may
have fled to get out of reach of 8®imaginary flames.
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Remember, that particular serpent miracle took place at the burning
bush. It happened before Moses underwent his spiritual metamorphosis.
At that time, Moses not only lacked setinfidence but he also lacked
faith and trust in Godlt took his witnessing a miraculous burning bush
that was not consumed and hearing the literal voice of God before Moses

had enough courage to obey Godoés instructd:i
the tail. However, he did it, and when he did, it once agairetlinto a
rod.

For a moment , | et us consi der Moses b ro
i mportant role in this whol eThescenari o. Un

Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bibleg read:

The rod also becaméhe symbol of

authority and rule prevalent in Bible

use AMoses took the rod of God. o
(Exodus 4:20); and he and Aaron

wrought numerous miracles with rods....

The rod as a symbol of Godbés anger a
chastisement occurs in  numerous

passagesé.

There are ot her r efe@nrvwuonsl mentohed Mosesd6 rod

article. However, | chose to share with you only the portion of that

article which offers a measure of insight into our present topic. My

intention is to equip you with enough understanding to enable you to

fully receive the folloving truth. To set the stage of comprehension, we

will read Exodus 4:20. That verse shows you beyond doubt that the rod

Moses had in his possession when he encountered the Lord at the

burning bush becanféhe rod of God 0

Exodus 4:20 (The Amplified Bibje

20and Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on
donkeys, and he returned to the land of Egypid
Moses tookhe rod of Godn his hand.

As the serpent was the symbol of Phar oah
Moses was t he symboldinvested®lsdviesome ower . God |
power and aut hority in Moses, and Moses®

represented that God given power and authorityie_bottom line is
that Moses®6 rod had become a scepter

During the occurrence of the burning bush, the Lord had a specifi
purpose for causing the symbol of Phar oah
miraculously appear. He also had a purpose for ordering Moses to pick
up the serpent by the tail. God was showing Moses who was really in
control. Moses picked up a dangerous serpgrihé tail (a serpent that
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represented Pharoahdés power), and it did n
him because it could not harm him. God showed Moses that next to the
Lord, Pharoah was powerless.

When the serpent became a rod at the burning bush, Godinvply
displaying His power over Pharoah. He was assuring Moses that
compared to Him, the Pharoah was weak, ineffective, helpless and

powerlessGod caused the serpent, the symbol of
to disappear and to be replaced with the symbolof 8d 6 s aut hori ty
and power, the rod of God When meditating upon Godoés

power in the following verses, righteous Job said it all.
Job 12:1625 (The Amplified Bible.)

18with Him are might and wisdontbe deceived and
the deceiver are His [and in Hipower].

17He leads [great and scheming] counselors away
stripped and barefoot and makes the judges fools [in
human estimation, by overthrowing their plans].

18He looses the fetters [ordered] by kingad has [the]
waistcloth [of a slave] bound about théown] loins.

1%e leads away priests as spoil, and men firmly seated
He overturns.

204e deprives of speech those who are trusted and takes
away the discernment and discretion of the aged.

214e pours contempt on princes and loosens the belt of
the strong [asabling them, bringing low the pride of the
learned].

22He uncovers deep things out of darkness and brings
into light black gloom and the shadow of death.

23He makes nations great, and He destroys thefe
enlarges nations [and then straitens and shritsm
again], and leads them [away captive].

2446 takes away understanding from the leaders of the
people of the land and of the earth, and causes them to
wander in a wilderness where there is no path.

25They grope in the dark without light, and He makes
them to stagger and wander like a drunken man.

You will recall that during the episode of the burning bush when
Moses was afraid that the people would not believe that the Lord had
appeared to him, the Lord instructed him to perform before them the
same miacle involving the serpent and the rod. Of course, the Israelites
would have been aware of the significance of that miracle. To them that
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miracle was more than just a rod changing into a serpent and then back
into a rod. There was a message for theslges in that miracle That
message was: Do not fear Pharoah. He can do you no more harm.

He is powerless to fight your God. The alpowerful Lord God
Almighty is about to destroy him.

Earlier, we studied about M@esesd confront
magicians. We carefully checked out the miracle of the serpent that was
performed before Pharoahodos eyes. So with
have, | am sure you understand what | me ant

Moses had begun to literally accomplish tweork that he had
symbolically acted out during the episode of the burning bush. He had
picked up a serpent by its tail and the serpent was powerless to harm
hi m. o

God had given Moses power and authority to trample underfoot
Egypt 6s s er ptemglesundérfoat the enemees of theoLord

and the enemies of the Lordbs peopl e). N e
gods, nor Pharoahé6és magicians could overco
matching the incredible supernatural power that God had invested in His

representative, Moses. During that round of

enemies were, in essence, conquered by the mighty rod of God.

Godbés predicted judgment of Egypt and t
Mosesd rod swallowing the hahahgi ci ansé rod
Egyptians would be stripped of their power and severely punished for
their mistreat ment of Goaddés cwmrveemiasnds peopl e
to Abraham would be fulfilled in their entirety.

h
S

m
Now you know the answer to the questionfi Wh a t Was Godobs
Purpose For Transforming Yoamlsonbés Rod I nto

know to what extremes God will go in order to keep His covenant
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and to punish all those who mistreat
His chosen covenant people.

Goddéds Word cont i wammegto allonenc rThat o u t a
warning is that He will bless those who bless Israel and curse those
who curse her. Egypt was cursed. Earlier, we studied the plagues that
God poured out upon Egypt as a result of
swallowed up (destroygédby the rod of God (that is, Egypt was
destroyed by the supreme power of God Almighty).
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WHY DID MOSES
HAVE POWER WITH GOD?

Let us examine another event i n Jewi sh
covenant with Abraham played a tremendous role. Thea@pis am
referring to involved Moses and the Israelites. It took place at Mount
Sinai (or Horeb) after the Israelitesd gl or

While Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments
from God, the wicked Israelites were playirtgetharlot. They were
actually bowing down and offering sacrifices to an idol, a golden calf.
To make matters worse, it was Aaron, the brother of Moses, who had
shaped and made the golden calf for them.

We all love to tell of the power that Moses had withd. We often
recount how, when Moses prayed, God answered. Yet, under such
appalling conditions as those described in the former paragraph, why did
Moses still have power with God concerning these people? Why did
God continue to hear and answer thayprs Moses prayed on their
behal f? As you wil/l soon see, it was once
Abraham that gave Moses power with God and stayed the hand of the
Lord from destroying that evil group of people.

The only reason the descendants of thoseeaddkraelites still exist
today is because of Godds promise to His d
though the Israelites deserved to die, God spared them in order to keep
His solemn pledge to Abraham. You see, God had to protect His own
name; He had to prett His reputation. God could not break His
promise for all the world to see. If He had done so, it would have caused
the nations to misunderstand His intentions and fail to trust Him from
that point on.

For verification of these facts, we will agairrritto our only reliable
source of truth, the Bible.

Exodus 32:714 (The Amplified Bible.)

"The Lord said to Moses, Go down, fgour people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, have
corrupted themselves;

In verse seven, God is so disgusted withither ael i t es 6 i dol atr ou:
behavior that He tells Mosegs your people, whonyou brought out of
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the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselve3he Hebrews were so
wicked that the Lord wanted to disown them. God continues to voice
His grievance in the folloing verses.

8They have turned aside quickly out of the way which |
commanded them; they have made them a molten calf
and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said,
These are your gods, O lIsrael, that brought you up out
of the land of Egypt!

No wonde God wanted to disown that rebellious, wicked bunch of
people. No wonder God wanted to wipe them off the face of the earth, to
utterly destroy them.

9And the Lord said to Moses, | have seen this people,
and behold, it is a stHfiecked people;

10Now theefore let Me alone, that My wrath may burn
hot against them and that | may destroy thémot; | will
make of you a great nation.

God wanted to get rid of every one of
except for Moses. He wanted to start all over again from scratch.
However, the Lord had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob many things,
and He had to keep His promises. In addition to this, there stood Moses
with total trust and confidence that God would keep His promises
without wavering one iota from His Word.

Bynowy ou may bBut waysckuldisgd, not destroy that
corrupt bunch of people and raise up more descendants of Abraham
through his righteous servant, Mose® 0 The answer to your question
is in Genesis 15:136. We studied that portion of Scripture earlteut
it is necessary that we read it again since those verses contain insight into
our present topic.

Genesis 15:13, 14, 16: (The Amplified Bible.)

13and [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your
descendants will be strangers dwelling as temporary
residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypaihd will be
slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed for 400
years.

L4But 1 will bring judgment on that nation whom they
will serve, and afterward they will come out with great
possessions.

16and in  the fourth generation they [your
descendants] shall come back here [to Canaan] again
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for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full and
complete.

In these verses, God told Abraham that His covenant descendants
would be enslaved in Egypt, and the Egyiarould afflict and oppress
them for four hundred years. He also told Abraham how He would judge
Egypt for her wicked treatment of His people. Pli® assured
Abraham that in the fourth generation, He would rescue these
slaves, bring them out of Egypt ad cause them to go back to the
Promised Land, Canaan.

Moses did not fit this bill. To keep this promise, God had to use
Abrahambés descendants who were oppressed,
Egypt. We all know that Moses was never oppressed or enslaved in
Egypt. Moses had not been afflicted. On the contrary, Moses was raised
as Egyptian royalty. He had been accepted and reared as the son of
Pharoaho6és daughter. Hi s position as a pri
life of ease and opulence. Moreover, heereed the best education
available. No! God could not fulfill His words in Genesis 15:13,14,16
with Moses alone. As rotten as these Israelites were, God still needed
them to help Him carry out His promises to Abraham.

Let us take up now where we lefif in Exodus 32:1114. Moses
reminded God that because He loved Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, He
chose these people. He reminded God that they Misneeople, and He
could not disown them. He reminded God that because He loved their
forefathers,He was theOn e who brought Abr ahamos, | sa
Jacobbés descendants out of Egypt, and He mu

Moses went further. He cautioned God. Moses warned God that if
He destroyed this people, everyone would be left with the wrong
impression. Everyone ould be left with the impression that He
destroyed Abr ahamobés descendant s and br ok
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob because it was too hard for the God of Israel
to keep His promises. He told God, iLo
0

d,
Youbrought hese people out of Egypt only t o]

r
d 1

Exodus 32:1414 (The Amplified Bible.)

1184t Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord,
why does Your wrath blaze hot againgbur_people,
whomYou have brought forth out of the land of Egypt
with great power and a mighty hand?

12\Nhy should the Egyptians say, For evil He brought
them forth, to slay them in the mountains and consume
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them from the face of the earth? Turn from Your
fierce wrath, and change Your mind concerning this
evil against Your peple.

Not only did Moses want God to keep His promisdqut the main
reason behind his wanting this promise kep

reputation. Consequentl vy, Mosesd i mmediate react
thinking saved Godos r effsiaelat i on as wel |l as

See for yourself in verse thirteen what caused God to hear and heed
Moses and thus change His mind. See for yourself that which gave

Moses power with GodGod és hol v name, Godbs reputatioc
st ake. Therefore Godéasangpjacomhad e t o Abr aham
to be kept.

13Earnestly] remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
your_servants, to whom You swore by Your own Self
and said to them, | will multiply your seed as the stars
of the heavens, and all this land that | have spoken of
will | give to your seed, and they shall inherit it forever.

I n essence, Moses simply said, AiLor d, you

and Jacob that You would multiply their seed as the stars. These people

are the result of Your promise. You also told them that these

descadants of theirs would inherit that special piece of land You keep

telling us about. Lord, all the Egyptians and other nations are watching

to see if Your word is good. They are watching to see if You keep

covenant. So, if You fail to keep Your promid®ur reputation will be

ruined. Lord, You must not destroy this people in Your anger even

though they deserve to diefour reputation, Your name must come

f i r SThus,decauseof Godo6s covenant with Abr aham, | s
Jacob, Godos h.a kal, Gedalsd ts pratect his
reputation.

14Then the Lord turned from the evil which He had
thought to do tddis people

Did you notice in the previous verse that the Jews are once again
calledfiHis p e o ? | heéy arefiHis p e o pHe@use He promised
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He would be their God

I't is quite clear that Godds covenant pr
Jacob was the main factor in this event. Moses had power with God
because he put God in remembrance of that sacred promise. By doing
so,hettned away Godés anger. Moses knew that
promise. He knew God would keep His promise to protect His own
holy name Also, He would keep it out of love for Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.
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You have just received the answers to two questions.
(D Why did Moses have power with God?

(2) Under such appalling conditions as we previously studied, why
did Moses still have power with God concerning the wicked Israelites?

However, there is yet another incredible revelation to be gleaned
from the contats of the last text, Exodus 32:12. For generations
Christians, including learned Bible scholars, have been unable to
comprehend the true meaning of the words Moses directed toward the
Lord in that verse. In ignorance, many Christians refuse to eveptacce

Mosesd statement. They 1insist t hat Mo s e s |
apply to God. However, with the insight
Abraham that you now have, you wi || soon

very definitely applied to the Lord.

The words of Mges that | am referring to are found in the last
sentence of the following verse. So pay close attention.

Exodus 32:12 (The Amplified Bible.)

12Why should the Egyptians say, For evil He brought
them forth, to slay them in the mountains and consume
them fom the face of the earthTurn from Your fierce
wrath, and change Your mind concerninghis_evil
against Your people

r

|l repeat,mn Turn from Your fierce wrath, and c¢|
concerninghisevilagai nst Your people. o
Mosesd words s oamahtowserwhen hdaressiig f o
the altrighteous God, God Almighty. If one does not comprehend the
correct meaning of this particular wordgvil, @r the underlying reason
behind Moses6 statement, one would incorre

downright disrepectful. After all, he accused God of planning evil
against His people. Moses went so far as to exhort God Almighty to
change His mind concerning the evil intentions He had toward the
Israelites. | think it will help you if you also read the previoesse
from The Living Bible

Exodus 32:12 (The Living Bible.)

1250 you want the Egyptians to say, 6God

into coming to the mountains so that he could slay them,
destroying them from off the face of
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back from your fierce wrath. Turn_away from this
terrible evil you are planning against your people!

Why did Moses consider the evil God planned against Israel to be so
terribly wrong that he dared to rebuke the Lord? We know that the
Israelites deserved to die. They had sinnegteat sin against God by
breaking His commands and worshipping an idol (a golden calf). By the
standards of Goddés own Word, they deserved
here was Moses rebuking the Lord for even entertaining the thought of
destroying them.

My friend, the reason why the evil that God planned against Israel
was not acceptable was because He had made an unbreakable covenant
with Abraham. Since Abraham had faithfully performed His role in the
covenant, it would have been unthinkable for the Ltorfil to carry out
His end of the contractThe evil that God planned against His people
was not in itself wrong. They deserved to die. However, if God had
destroyed lIsrael, He would have been guilty of breaking His solemn
oath to His faithful friend, Abraham, and that would have been
totally unacceptable. Breaking covenant would have been a different
type of evil than the evil God planned against Israel. It would have
been morally wrong, and God could not permit Himself to be
associated with such arighteousness.

You see, God creates physical evil (calamity) to punish the wicked.
But moral evil proceeds from men. Albeit, as | said earlier, if God had
broken His word to Abraham, His action would also have been morally
wrong. You will understand mat | just said when you read the
following verse in the 1965 edition @he Amplified Bible.

Isaiah 45:7 (The Amplified Bible.)

| form the light and create darkness; | make peace
[national wellbeing]. Moral evil proceeds from the will
of men, but physal evil proceeds from the will of God],
and | create [physical] ew calamity; | am the Lord
who does all these things.

God found Himself between a rock and a hard place. On the one
hand, He had the idolatrous, sinful descendants of Abraham who
deservedieath. On the other hand, He had the binding contract that He
had made with their forefathers which Moses insisted that He keep for
the sake of His own reputation. Thus, recognizing that two wrongs do
not make a right, the righteous Lord of all thelrarta d her ed t o Mosesod
counsel. He humbly changed His mind and attitud@ecause
destroying these covenant descendants of Abraham would have been
morally wrong, the Lord turned from the evil (calamity) that He had
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planned against His people See this trutior yourself in the following
verse.

Exodus 32:14 (The Amplified Bible.)

14Then the Lord turned from the evil which He had
thought to do to His people.

God had purposely bound Himself by the solemn pledge he made
with Abraham. He had left Himself no waf escape. Being able to
view the past with hindsight enables you to see that fact. It enables you
to see that the only way the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
could have survived Gododés righteous judgm
unbreakable Abrahami covenant . Had it not been for
oath to Abraham and the fact that breaking it would have been morally
wrong and would have ruined His own good name, God would have
completely destroyed the Jewish nation.

Think about it! If God had broken Hjgromise and had consumed
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob from the face of the earth,
His evil against Israel would have resulted in far reaching severe
repercussions.

() His reputation would have been ruined.
(2) From then on, no one woubdve trusted the Word of God.

(3) God would have proved to be an unfaithful friend to righteous
Abraham. He would have been known as a covenant breaker.

(4) His will and purpose upon the earth would have been frustrated.
The devil would have been thetor.

(5) Every nation on earth would have been derogatively affected.
The nationsdé future opportunity for sal vat
been destroyed along with Abrahamoés desce
promised Abrahanfié in you will all the families ad kindred of the
earth be blessedé. o

It is evident that God had purposely bound Himself with an
unbreakable covenant so that He could not, under any circumstances,
destroy t he descendant s of Abr aham, | saa
unbreakable contract with Adram was the tool God used to protect
Himself from His own righteous indignation. In His wisdom, God knew
that each time He would find Himself between a rock and a hard place,
someone like Moses would be there to remind Him of His unbreakable
covenant witbAb r a h a m, |l saac and Jacob. Thus, for
would be forced to keep His word.
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With the added insight you now have, read again the verses that
describe Goddés dil emma and His righteous
And as you read, notice theleahat the Abrahamic covenant played in
God changing His mind.

Exodus 32:914 (The Amplified Bible.)

9And the Lord said to Moses, | have seen this people,
and behold, it is a stifiecked people;

10Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may burn
hot against them and that | may destroy them; but | will
make of you a great nation.

115yt Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord,
why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people,
whom You have brought forth out of the land of Egypt
with great power ad a mighty hand?

12'\Nhy should the Egyptians say, For evil He brought
them forth, to slay them in the mountains and consume
them from the face of the earth? Turn from Your fierce
wrath, and change Your mind concerning this evil
against Your people.

13[Earnestly] remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self
and said to them, | will multiply Your seed as the stars
of the heavens, and all this land that | have spoken of
will | give to Your seed, and they shall inherit
forever.

14Then the Lord turned from the evil which He had
thought to do to His people.

What a wonderful righteous God we serve! We serve a God who
will keep His promise even when it directly affects and hurts him. He
spared this multitude of peopleho had humiliated him. He spared a
people who had broken His heart, a people who were rebellious and
disobedient, a people who were grumblers and complainers, evil and
corrupt. And He did it in order to keep a promise He had made to a man,
to one righteus man. God went on suffering this humiliation and hurt
generation after generation for a tfadd reason.He did it to keep His
covenant promise which would eventually benefit all mankind and to
protect His holy name What a God! What a Savior!

You now know why Moses had power with Golfloses had power
with God, because he put the Lord in remembrance of His sacred
unbreakable covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
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Chapter 9
Part One

WHY DOES GOD LOVE
THE JEWISH PEOPLE?

Godods | ove fpeople is raeknowne Seiiptutal fact.
Throughout the Bible, the reader i s contir
love for Israel. When speaking of His love for the Israelites, the Lord
often comes across like a husband expressing his deep love for and
faithfulnes and devotion to his wife. At other times, He sounds like a
mother doting over her beloved children. Indeed, when one studies

Godbébs Word with an open heart, there is no
Jews, the lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and J&oothermore,
as you will see in the succeedingvetGgd 6s | ove for them wil. n

diminish or fail 8 it is everlasting.

Jeremiah 31:3 (The Amplified Bible.)

3The Lord appeared from of old to me [Israel], saying,
Yes, | have loved you with an everlagf love
therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn you and
continued My faithfulness to you.

G o dfewerlastingloved for Israel has many beautiful facets. Each
of these facets expresses specific areas of the larger more complex
Afeverl astmemtgonkedven Jeremiah 31: 3. I ncl ud
everlasting love are such aspects as lokingness, steadfast love,
tender mercies and numerous others. Moreover, each of these aspects

has its own array of | ove qualities. Ther ¢
love puts forth so many different budding branches, it is important to

remember that each facet of Goddés | ove is
overallf ever | asforisrag. | oveo

You saw two of the manyevmaniafsestnagti ons
| o vfa Bsrael in Jeremiah 31:3. In that verse, God Himself tells Israel,
iel have |l oved you wi t h an everlasting
loving-kindness have | drawn you and continued nfgithfulness to
y 0 u Byinserting the conjunctive advefbt h e r énfverge ¢heee,
thus joining the two main clauses, God clearly states that Hioving-
ki ndnaadit ai t hf ard autersatically manifested toward the
Israelites as a result of Hise v e r | a sforitheng A$ Ipeirged out
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earlier, lovingkindne ss i s one of the manifold expres
everlasting love.

This wordfi | o wWKii mgd niseasm sy@ opener in itself. According
toStrongds Exhaustive iGBemec ewd amae Chfal tdlee Bi
Dictionary, 06 the dkbikindngd incudes: f the word
favor, kindness, mercy, and pity.

Anot her aspewter d fas Brolsagl thhat shovesap

frequently in the Scriptures st eadf@aB8sheadbald®d | ove. 0

American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edititwiines the wrd

steadfast: Fixed or unchangingé. Firmly 1| oya
In just two word definifiewearsl oadtithg many

| o vy®y have been given a glimpse of the enormity and intensity of the

amazingfi e v er | a s tthatn@od thas Yoe Kdis dsen covenant

peopl e. You have seen that Godbés kindnes
toward Israel are absolutely unchanging. They will endure through good

times and bad times. They will remain forevefor, in  Jeremiah

31:3, God Himself proclaims that Heloves Israelfiwith an everlasting

love o
O T~

Now you might say, AHow can God |l ove th
6 ever | aswhentigey haeevbeed, and in many cases still are,
rebelli ous, hardhearted and sinful? Af ter
with Abraham,Isaac and Jacob, | finally understand why God has put up
with the Jewsd sinful behavior al | t hese
understand why He continues to |l ove them |

| realize that ditevehl as foiolsmaeint pv&ddos
seems tojou to be an unfathomable puzzle. But, the only reason why
you have difficulty solving that puzzle is because you do not yet have the
necessary Biblical facts needed to complete it. However, in a moment,
you will be provided with the most crucial piecé tbat love puzzle.
This key puzzle piece will show you exactly why God loves and will
continue to love the Jewish people, no matter what.

My friend, you are about to see Scriptural evidence which proves
that, |l i ke everyt hi ngrekatiosskip witmtveo!l vi ng Godods
Jewish people,Go d 6 s unshakabl e | ove for them is
dependent on the covenant He made and established with their
forefathers. In the following verse, you will see that God is actually
sworn by His solemn covenant oath to e the lIsraelites with a
steadfast (fixed, unchanging, firmly loyal) love And as you know,
God never breaks His sacred promises.
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Deuteronomy 7:12 (The Amplified Bible.)

12and if you hearken to these precepts and keep and do
them, the Lord your God will keep with you the
covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your

fathers.
| have kept my promise. | have provided you with the most crucial
piece of the love puzzld, he mo st cruci al piece being Go
covenant oath to Abraham, Isaac _and Jadp mentioned in the
previous verse Therefore, since you now comprehe

for Israel is part of His unbreakable sacred covenant with Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, you should have no difficulty fitting together the remaining
pieces of the puzzle.So, on that note, | will repeat the portion of
Deuteronomy 7:12 that is relevant to the point | just made. Moses told
the Israelitesfié the Lord your God will keep with yothe covenant

and the steadfast love which He swore to your fathers

There is navay around it. Regardless of the circumstances, God is
committed to keeping His solemn covenant which includes loving the
Jewish peopléorever. And that, my friend, is why even though they are
not always deserving of His love, God continues to extertdem His
kindness, favor, mercy, pity and all the other attributes that fall under the
heading of Hissworfi e v e r | a sforismaal. | ov e 0

You are now acutely aware of the role that the sacred Abrahamic
covenant plays in this matter. Therefore, theraukhao longer be any
doubt in your mind as to why God loves and will continue to love the
Jewish people. God swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He
would love their_covenant descendants forever, and God always
keeps His sacred promises God has proverime and time again that
He faithfully keeps His word even to His own hurt.

Earlier, 1 assured you that once you had the main piece of the love

puzzle (meaning, once you had under st andi
covenant love oath), all the other pieces wougldckly fit into place.

Wel | one of those reveafldwear |pausztzilneg pi ec e s
| o vfa the Israelites neither has nor ever had anything to do with their

being worthy or deserving of t hat | ove. F

boundless lovedr Israel rests solely upon His binding covenant with

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God swore that He would love the covenant

descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the Israelites)fawith

everlasting love) and God will perform to the full all that He $a

promi sed. And that, my friend, i s why de:
behavior and in some cases their present rebelliousness and

hardheartedness, God still continues to love them with a steadfast (fixed,

unchanging firmly loyal or constant) love.
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m
Mose® wor ds i n DEBuwil gude yoa towardeveb
deeper Scriptur al i nsight into Goddbés extr

Israel. So, stay alert as one by one | connect additional pieces of the
picture to this amazing Biblical puzzle.

As you read thdollowing verses, please take note of how closely
Godds covenant choice and | ove are tied to
that before you get to the end of this chapter, you will realize how totally
linked they are to each otherGo d 6 s covenantis choi ce and |
everlasting covenant love are inseparable in that they are identified
in the Scriptures as being essentially one and the same.

Deuteronomy 7:4.3 (The Amplified Bible.)

Gror you are a holy and set apart people to the Lord
your God;the Lord your God ha chosen youo be a
special people to Himself out of all the peoples on the
face of the earth.

/The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose
you because you were more in number than any other
people, for you were the fewest of all people.

Truly, the prophet Moses shows you in the previous verses that
Godbés <covenant |l ove and choice are intrin
Moses told the Israeliteié the Lord your God haghosen you..0
Then, continuing with the same thought, in verse seven, he explaine
them that God did not choose them because of their great number.

The truth | want to point out is that in verse seven when Moses again

referred to Godobés choice, he deliberately
fiThe Lord did not set His love upon you arghoose yobecause. . . . O

Moses intentionally included Godés | ove b
Godbdbs covenant |l ove was reserved for Hi s ¢ |
established His sacred Abrahamic covenant.

automatically bestowed uposrael along with His covenant choice in
order to keep His solemn unbreakable oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
For, Moses said in Deuteronomy 7:¥2,the Lord your God will keep

with youthe covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your
fathers 0

OO~

Deuteronomy 7:7 contains yet another incredible puzzle piece. So,
pay attention as you read that verse again.
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"The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose
you because you were more in number than any other
people for you were the fewest ofllgpeople.

Through Moses, God tells His people that He did not set His love
upon them and choose them because of their great number. He
reminds the Israelites that He chose them and loved them when they
werefit he fewest of alll people. 0

After reading verseseven, it is only natural that you would want to
know just how and when God did set His love upon and choose the
Israelites. Therefore, in order that | might share with you the answer to
this query, we will resume our study of the remaining six verses of
Deuteronomy 7:4.3 in part two of this chapter.

You must first understand the truth that Moses relayed in

Deuteronomy 7:7 if you are to obtai

and when did God set Hi s | ove
However, in orér to understand the content of that verse, you must keep
in mind the following reality. Despite the fact that like Jacob, both

Abraham and | saac were Godbés chosen

were lIsraelites. On the contrary, their covenant descerdd@ob, who
was the sole founder of the Israelite nation, was the very first Israelite.
You will recall that the nation of Israel was even named after Jacob.

The previous information is extremely important because it forces
you to acknowledge the tituthat before Jacob there were no Israelites
for God to love and chooseConsequently, God had to have set His
everlasting covenant love upon Israel by choosing their forefather
Jacob More Scriptural confirmation of the truth that God set His love
uponand chose Israel by choosing Jacob will be provided later in this
chapter.

There are times when every Bible student finds it hard to incorporate
certain pieces of the Scriptural puzzle into the broader Biblical aspect of
things. For instance, one of thosard to fit segments of the overall
Scriptural picture is the portion which reveals exactly when and where
God chose Jacob. If, as | did for many years, you try to cram that piece
of the picture into a space where it does not belong, you will inevitably
run into problems.

Inaccurately placed pieces of the puzzle will not only detract from
your overall view of the beauty of the complete Scriptural picture, but
they will also cause you to end up with a surplus of left over, conflicting
puzzle pieces that dwt fit into any of the remaining spaces.
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The end result is that you will have to admit that you have wrongly
placed one or more of the puzzle pieces, or go through the rest of your
life without ever truly solving that particular Scriptural query. Ftben
on, one Scripture will conflict with another. They will conflict simply
because vital pieces have been positioned incorrectly. Worst of all, until
those improperly fitted puzzle pieces are removed and inserted in the
appropriate spaces, they willmtinue to hamper your advancement and
growth in the knowledge of Godds
overall plan and purpose.

Earlier, | shared with you how in the past, like many other
Christians, | had attempted to force into the wrong spacedfisppiece
of the overall Scriptural puzzle. The puzzle piece | am referring to
shows exactly when and where God chose Jacob. The wrong space, into
which | had insisted on forcefully inserting that information, was Genesis
25:23. You will recall thatin the formerly mentioned verse, God

informed Rebekalj ét he el der s hal Atthateémevile t he

was convinced that Genesis 25:23 revealed the exact moment when God
chose Jacob. However, | eventually discovered that my calculation was
off by many years.

Let me offer you Scriptural proof as to why my positioning of the
puzzle piece mentioned in the former paragraph was incorrect. Through
Moses, God told the Israelites in Deuteronomy 7:7 that He did not set
His love upon them and choose thbatause of their great numbete
reminded the lIsraelites that He loved them and chose them when
they were fithe fewest of all peoplée. A The f ewest wasf al
one of the pieces of the puzzle that | was unable to connect. You see,
since | had cramed the previously mentioned puzzle piece into the
wrong space, the entire picture was thrown out of sync. | was left with a
whole pile of puzzle pieces that | could no longer find corresponding
places for.

I will now take a moment to explain why Gene&s:23 cannot
accommodate the puzzle piece mentioned in the former paragraph,

Aféyou were the f WearstoldirnGeneaid 252 eopl e.

that Jacob and Esau were twins. Consequently, they both shared the
same womb. Furthermore, God told thmiother, Rebekah, that in her
womb were the founders of two entirely different nations.

Now, if Rebekah had carried one child, if the founder of only one
nation had been in her womb, then the previously mentioned puzzle
piece would not have distorted thectpre so completely. However,
under such circumstances as the Scriptures describe, how could the
founder of Israel, Jacob (one man), have been fewer than the founder of
Edom, Esau (one man)? In order for the Israelites to have been the
fewest of all peole, they had to have been the least in number of all
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people. Yet, as you can see for yourself, in this instance, Jacob and Esau

each totaled one founder of one completely different nation. Outside of

the two yet unborn babies, no other Israelite or Etomxkisted at that

time. So as you can sdbg Scriptures themselves confirm that the

Israelites were not the fewest of all people when their founder,

Jacob, was still . Therefdrg, God ooald rrotchavé s wo mb

set His love upon and chosen Jaco a n d consequently Jacob
descendants at that time.

Now, it is obvious that since God is-&thowing, He knew before the
twins were even conceived the one to whom He would eventually appear
and with whom He would establish His covenant. Yes, our - all
knowing God knew that He would eventually establish His covenant
wi th Jacob and consequently Jacobés desc
However, Mosiébkdr syattement the fewest of a
makes it equally obvious that God did not set His covelmsa upon
and choose Jacob and his seed, the Israelites, at that particular time.

You are about to see in the following verses that when God spoke to
Rebekah, He did not even address the issue of His covenant with
Abraham and Isaac. God definitely maderadiction in those verses,
but He did not make a covenant choice. What | mean by my last
statement (God did not make a covenant choice) is that God did not
identify the one with whom He would eventually establish His covenant.
The fact is that when Gosboke to Rebekah in Genesis 2528l His
prediction in that case had nothing to do with the Abrahamic covenant.
Read the Lorddés words to Rebekah for your
what | have said is absolutely factual. You will see that the Abrahamic
covenant is not mentioned at all in GodoOs s

Genesis 25:223 (The Amplified Bible.)

21and Isaac prayed much to the Lord for his wife
because she was unable to bear children; and the Lord
granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife became
pregnant.

22[Two] children struggled together within her; and she
said, If it is so [that the Lord has heard our prayer], why
am | like this? And she went to inquire of the Lord.

23The Lord said to her, [The founders of] two nations
are in your womb, and the separah of two peoples
has begun in your body;jthe one people shall be
stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve the

younger
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Ther e i s absolutely no menti on in the f
covenant | ove or Godobds <covenant choice or
promi ses or Goddos covenan-three, Goer i od. Rat hel
predicted future events that would involve both nations that were in
Rebekah6s womb (Edom and I srael).

In chapter ten of this book, | will cover in detail the fulfillment of
Go d 0 s heqy rinoGenesis 25:23. At that time, you will receive
undeniable Scriptural confirmation of the truth that | just shared with
you. You will see that the prediction God made in verse twimge
concerned the Gedrdained positions that both of the nasoin
Rebekahdés womb would one day temporarily f
exactly what Godbés forecast concerning th
However, since | know that your questions on that topic will be answered
in the next chapter, | will not at thigre divulge any more information
on the subject of Godbs prediction in Genes

The questions that you need to focus your attention on at the present
time are these: Since it is now evident that God did not set His love upon

and choose Jacob and liss scendants when Jacob was in h
womb, then just when did God set His love upon Jacob and choose him
and his seed? When were the Israelitdash e f ewest? of al | peopl eod

The answers to the questions in the former paragraph are provided in
the folowing text in theHoly Bible, King James Versionn those verses
you will see the exact moment when God set His love upon and chose
Jacob and consequently His descendants, the Israelites. For, you will
actually read the statement God Himself made wineorder to keep His
sworn oath to Abraham and Isaac, He established His sacred covenant
with Jacob.

Genesis 28:145 (King James Version.)

10and Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward
Haran.

11and he lighted upon a certain place, and tarriedréhe

all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the
stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and
lay down in that place to sleep.

12And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold
the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

1?’And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, | am
the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of
Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will | give it,

and to thy seed;

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



14and thy seed shall & as the dust of the earth, and
thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east,
and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed

15And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; for | will not leave thee, until | have done that
which | have spoken to thee of.

My friend, this was when God established His covenant with Jacob
and in so doing set His covenant loymon and chose him and his future
descendants, the Israelites. For, as you saw in verses thirteen and
fourteen of the previous text, with His own mou@od promised to
give to Jacob_and his future seed, the lIsraelites, all that He had
sworn by covenant toAbraham and Isaac. And, as Moses later told
the Israelites in Deuteronomy 7:%%2,. . . t he Lord your God wi |l k
you the covenant and the steadfast | ove whi

By loving and choosing Jacob, God automatically extended Hés lov
and choice to his descendants, the Israelites. For, the Israelites were
Jacobds future covenant seed t hat God sp
included in the previous verses, Genesis 2843 They were the
beneficiaries of alll Godidhg Code&maocdbvemami s
love. Yes, God showed His love for and choice of the whole nation of
Israel when He established His covenant with and thus loved and chose
the first Israelite (Jacob), the forefather and founder of the lIsraelite
nation, as he travedeto Haran.

As you saw in Genesis 2815, when God audibly chose and loved
Jacob and his future seed, the Israelites truly vieteh e f ewe st of al |
peopFero by that ti me, Jacobbés twin brothe
wives and children. He had alrgatlegun to propagate the predicted
nation of Edom. While on the other hand, when God chose Jacob by
establishing His Abrahamic covenant with him as he journeyed to Haran,
Jacob had no wives and no children. Without a doubt, when God set His
love upon Jamb and chose him, the Israelites were indéedh e f ewe st of

al | p dormlthattide, the only Israelite that existed on the face of
the earth was |Israel s founder, Jacob.
My friend, you cannot get any fewer than one person. However,
though at thatime, the Israelites truly weriét he f ewest of al | peopl
Jacob, their founder, had Goddés Abrahamic

descendants (the Israelites) wouldib&@ as [ countl ess as] the du:
sand of théngradumdéeéod, asiceGlaghld s covenant c
and his future descendants, the Israelites, automatically possessed

Godos sacred Abr ah a miewrlastiogdosencant pr omi se of

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



12¢

You now understand that Godobés covenant (
iever | asforilsragl aré essertially one atite same. You also
know exactly when and where God set His love upon and chose Jacob
and his descendants, the lIsraelites. Moreover, you know when the
Israelites were the fewest of all people. God set His love upon and chose
Jacob and his future descenttawhen He established His covenant with
Jacob as he traveled to Hadaenesis 28:1-35. For without a doubt,
at that time, the Israelites were indeed the fewest of all people.
Furthermore, you know that God established His covenant with Jacob
and consguently loved and chose Jacob and his descendants in order to
keep His sworn oath to Abraham and Isaac.

OO~

It is now time for me to keep my earlier promise and present
additional Scriptural confirmation of two former points that | made. The
previously meribned confirmation will encompass:

(1) The truth regarding God setting His love upon and choosing the
Israelites through their forefather Jacob.

(2) The fact that Godo6és covenant l ove an
essentially one and the same.

You are aboutda see Biblical evidence which pro
covenant love and His covenant choice are so intrinsically one that, in
Hi s communi cati on bet ween Hi msel f and t he
words acknowledge the interchangability of those two terms.

In the following text, you will see for yourself in the Scriptures
where God specifically addressed the Israelites informing them that by

Hi s choosing Jacob over Esau, they, as Jac
automatically gai neie WHarsl asGMesdgs )| opreomi se o
you will see that Godods covenant choice

covenant love are so innately intertwined that when God referred to
His covenant choice in the subsequent versdde actually used the
word i | o virethk @lace of the word chose

Malachi 1:1-2 (The Amplified Bible.)

1THE BURDEN or oracle (the thing to be lifted up) of
the word of the Lord to Israelby Malachi [My
messenger].

2I have loved you says the Lord. Yet you saklow
and in what way have You loved 21s Was not Esau
J ac o b ther? days ahe Lord;yet | loved Jacob

(Israel),

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



12¢

| want you to read again the previous verses, plus a segment of verse
three, fromThe Living Bible The reason | am only using a portion of
verse three is because | will be covering these same versesdrdetail
in a later chapter. Therefore, | will share with you only the portion of
verse three that iIis needed to confirm the
choice being interchangeable.

Malachi 1:1-3 (The Living Bible.)

IHereist he Lordés ael @igen thrgugh tieo | s r
prophet Malachi:

2,37] have loved you verydeeplyd0 says the Lord.

But you r etWenwasth®Real | y?

And t he L olrsHowed eng love o you Ifiy

l oving vour father, Jacob. I didnot n
rejected his verywn brother, Esau..0

God rejected Esau by choosing Jacob as he traveled to Haran.
However, God did not mention His choosing Jacob. Instead, in verse
three, God interchanged the word choosing withthewidrdo vi ng . 0

The question i s, dilvHoweHis lavefdr(tveher e di d G
is, set His |l ove upon) the Israelites?o At
that God chose and showed His love for Israel when He chose and loved
their founder, Jacob. God chose and showed His love for Israel when He
kept His word to Abraham and Isaac and established His covenant with
Jacob as he traveled to HadaGenesis 28:105.

Can it be any clearer? In Malachi B1the Israelites asked God,

AHow and when did You | ove us?0 In answe
pointed them tahe moment when He had previously made known His

covenant choice, the moment when He had established His Abrahamic

covenant with Jacob. God replied, Al showke
(that i s, by c¢choosing) your forefather, J
emphasized the fact that He did not have to love Jacob (that is, He did

not have to choose Jacob), but He did. And when He did, He inevitably

made t hem, as Jacobdés descendant s, the reci

My friend, you now know that the exact mem when God set His
love upon and chose the Israelites was when, in Genesis-248:13e
established His Abrahamic covenant with the first Israelite, Jacob, the
founder of the nation of Israel.

You also comprehend the Bikeéi cal fact t h
and His everlasting covenant love are an intrinsic, inseparable part of
each other . So, based on that same Biblical premise, let us briefly trace
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Godbés promise of everlasting covenant |l ove
the way to the Israelite nation.

God made and established His covenant with His chosen vessel,
Abraham. And as you now know, when God made Abraham His
covenant choi ce, Abraham automatically bec
everlasting covenant love (that is, God set His love upon Him).

Thesecond in | ine tfoevienrhlea sittasn@o dldosv esOwo r n
Abrahamdés son, | saac. You saw in chapter
kept His promise to Abraham and thus established His Abrahamic
covenant with and thereby set His swéire v e r | a supéntsapc. | ov e 0

No w, |l shmael was al so Abrahamdés son. Ye
the series, the Scriptures make it crystal
covenant choice. Therefore, God did not set His everlasting covenant
love upon Ishmael. Nor did Godsett4 covenant | ove upon | shm
descendants.

Next, we have Jacob whose covenant call we have just covered.
Though Jacob and Esau were twin brothers, God chose to establish His
covenant with and thus set His covenant love upon only one of them.
God chosdthat is, God set His covenant love upon) Jacob, the founder
of the Israelite nation as he traveled to Har&enesis 28:1-34.

In choosing (that is, in loving) Jacob, his descendants, the Israelites,
became the automati ¢ b ecoehantchoiaer i es of Godo:
and love. For, through them, God intended to promote the sacred
covenant which He had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

As you will Il earn befieverti iss i 9gr il @eveids o
for Israel will continue to be extremely instmental in the fulfillment of
the binding covenant that God made with Abraham and the completion
of Godds purpose for mankind as a whol e.

You now possess the answer to the questioc
The Jewish PeopPedYou know that in order to carry out His own
purpose on the earth, God swore by oath that He would love forever
the lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And God
cannot and will not ever break His sacred binding oath.
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Chapter 9
Part Two

WHY DOES GOD LOVE
THE JEWISH PEOPLE?

In chapter nine, part one, you received the answer to the question,
AWhy Does God Love The Jewish People?0 Yo
t hat Godés |l ove for the Jewish people neit./
with any bad or good works that they have done.hRat , Gododés |l ove for
the Jewish people rests solely on the covenant and steadfast love that He
swore to their forefathers. God promised to love the Jewish people
forever, and God will keep His legally binding oath even to His own
hurt.

With the previous gestion answered and with the added insight into
Goddbsesver |l as thatrygu ndwopossess, you should find the
remaining verses of Deuteronomy ‘A8 quite enlightening. You will
recall that we studied the first two verses and part of verse eighisof t
text in chapter nine, part one of this work. Therefore, to refresh your
memory, | have again included those verses in the following reference.

Deuteronomy 7:4.3 (The Amplified Bible.)

6ror you are a holy and setpart people to the Lord
your God; tle Lord your God has chosen you to be a
special people to Himself out of all the peoples on the
face of the earth.

"The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose you
because you were more in number than any other
people, for you were the fewest of abple.

8But_because the Lord loves you and because He
would keep the oath which He had sworn to your
fathers the Lord has brought you out with a mighty
hand and redeemed you out of the house of bondage,
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

In verses & and seven, Moses told the Israelites that the Lord did
not love them and choose them because they were numerically attractive.
On the contrary, God loved them when they wérét he f ewest of al |
p e o p ¥Yaa nadv know when, where and why God loved ahdse the
Israelites. You also know when they wéid¢ he f ewestd of al | peopl
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All the previously mentioned queries were covered and fully explained in
chapter nine, part one of this series.

In verse eight, Moses informed the Israelites that it was becaod
loved them and because He would keep the promises He made to their
forefathers that the Lord brought them out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and redeemed them from out of the house of bondage, from the hand of
Pharaoh. Remember that when Moses spasetivords, Jacob and his
descendants, the Israelites, had already been chosen. Consequently, they
possessed Godbés everlasting |l ove before He
Thus, Moses could boldly state that it was because God loved them and
because He woulkeep His oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that God
brought them out of the bondage of Egypt.

As you read verse nine, notice again how inseparable are the
Abrahamic covenant and Godbés steadfast | ove

9%now, recognize, and understand thereforet thiee
Lord your GodHe is God, the faithful GodWho keeps
covenant and steadfast love and memith those who
love Him and keep His commandments, to a thousand
generations,

In verse nine, Moses instructed the covenant descendants of
Abraham, Isaac andadob to consider the faithfulness of the God they
served. He reminded them that their forefathers fulfilled their part of the
sacred Abrahamic covenant by obeying Godoés
their forefathersd obedi endcekeepo Godds comm
His promises to their forefathers and they (the Israelites) were the proof
that God kept and continues to keep His solemn word.

In verse ten, Moses went on to inform the Israelites that when men
hate God and show their hatred by breaking covemétht Him and
disobeying His commands, it is then a different story. God will not put
up with deliberate disobedience. He will eventually destroy those who
disobey His commands and refuse to repent (that is, those who refuse to

change their mind, attituend conduct and align their 1|iv
Word) . Had Abraham di sobeyed Godds commanc
kept with him His covenant aniis t e a d f ahich was eventually

extended to the I sraelites through | saac ar

was crucial to the advancement and fulfillment of the covenant God
made with him.

10and repays those who hate Him to their face, by
destroying them; He will not be slack to him who hates
Him, but will requite him to his face
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After warning the Israelites ohé punishment that awaited them if
they disobeyed Goddés commands, Moses told
compliance with Godds commands would ensur
with them the covenant and steadfast love promised to their forefathers.
The condition ®&d stipulated was absolutely fair, since at Horeb (or
Sinai) they had, of their own volition, entered into a blood covenant
bet ween themsel ves and God. The | srael it
agreement was to keep their poromise and o0be
it was not unreasonable for God to insist that they keep their word and
obey His commandments.

By now, you are probably aware that whenever | interject additional
information into an existing topic (in this case, the Horeb covenant), |
have good reasdior doing so. In this instance, my aim is to equip you
with the knowledge you need to more fully comprehend the following
verses. | want you to understand that when God instructed the Israelites
to obey His commands, He was actually instructing themetp khe
covenant (that is, the agreement) that they themselves had made with
Him at Horeb. | also want you to understand that the blessings listed in
verse thirteen are partly the result of both the previously mentioned
covenants (that is, part of themldmeg to the Abrahamic covenant, and
the rest belong to the Horeb covenant). As you read the following
verses, it will soon become apparent to you why | felt the necessity to
insert the previous information concerning the Horeb covenant.

1lyou shall therebre keep and do the instruction,
laws, and precepts whichcommand you this day.

12and if you hearken to these precepts and keep and
do them, the Lord your God will keep with you the
covenant and the steadfast love which He swore to your
fathers.

13and Hewill love you, bless you, and multiply you; He
will also bless the fruit of your body and the fruit of your
land, your grain, your new wine, and your oil, the
increase of your cattle and the young of your flock in the
land which He swore to your fathes give you.

So that you can quickly grasp the point that | am making, | will take

a moment to divide Godoés blessings in vers
groups. Those blessings that come under the heading of the Abrahamic
covenant ar e Go ckbdand nwktipymthes eovenand |l ov

descendants of Abraham Isaac and Jacob and to give them the land of

Canaan as an everlasting inheritance. The blessings that fall under the

heading of the Horeb covenant are Godds pr
and an increase divestock in the Land of Promise. The Horeb
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blessings are for the purpose of equipping the Israelites with everything
they need to help God carry out His promises to their forefathers.

The Scriptures reveal that God carefully chooses the most
advantageos) most excellent blessings for the Israelites. Yes, God
makes sure that His chosen covenant people receive the very best. There
are a number of reasons why God is so generous with the Israelites.
And, of course, one of those reasons is because He tloseswith an
iever | astlchosg tolread/tiee.néxt text frone Living Bible
because the translators of that version do an excellent job of
communicating the truth | just mentioned.

Psalm 47:4 (The Living Bible.)

4and will personally select hishoicest blessings for his
Jewish peopld the very best for those he loves.

It should now be obvious to you why the Jews, as a whole, are so
prosperous. They are prosperous because God selects the very best for
them. And, God selects the best for thentabse He loves them with
an everlasting love. However, God has an underlying objective for
selecting the choicest blessings for His covenant people. Let me explain.
The wealth God did and does allow His chosen people to accumulate is
given to them for apecific purpose. God gives the Israelites power to
get wealth so that He might through them promote the covenant which
He swore to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. See this for
yourself in the following verses.

Deuteronomy 8:1-18 (The Amiified Bible.)

17And beware lest you say in your [mind and] heart, My
power and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth.

18t you shall [earnestly] remember the Lord your
God, for it is He Who gives you power to get wealth,
that He may establish 4 covenant which He swore to
your fathers, as it is this day.

Everything that God gives to Israel, ev
wealth, He gives in order to promote His covenant which He swore to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

OO ~
The information you just receivede gar di ng Godds everl asti ng
for | srael and the blessings that Godbs | c

whirling in your mind. Numerous questions are no doubt forming to
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which you desire immediate answer¥.ou may be wondering why,
since God loves theJews with an everlasting love, He has, at
intermittent periods throughout history, allowed them to be
subjected to great suffering. You may also be wondering why God
has at times permitted His beloved people to be persecuted and
abhorrently abused by thegentile nations.

In the next portion of this chapter, | will answer the questions that
are contained in the former paragraph. As | do, you will again realize
why earlier | found it necessary to interject information into the present
topic that pertainsot the Horeb covenant (that is, information that

pertains to the I|Israelites solemn promise
The commands the Israelites promised by covenant to obey at Horeb (or

Sinai) were given to them by eGod. However
delivered to them by Moses, they became kn:

Moses®6 Lawodo or ithe Law. 0

Chapters twentgeven and twentgight of the book of Deuteronomy
provide a more detailed account of the blessings God promised to Israel
if she kept her partfahe Horeb agreement and obeyed His commands.
However, contained in that same portion of Scripture is a list of curses,
curses which the Lord warned would come upon Israel if she refused to
keep the Horeb covenant and disobeyed His laws.

If you take timeto read the previously mentioned chapters in
Deuteronomy, you will immediately recognize why, throughout history,
|l srael 6s suffering has been so fregqguent an
the nations have been allowed to temporarily persecute, abuse and
conquer Godbés chosen nati on.

The bottom line is that though there are exceptions to this rule,
exceptions which you will learn about later in this series, much of
|l srael 6s suffering has been the conseqguenc
During such periodsf deserved punishment, Israel actually experienced
the horrors of the curses that God foretold would come upon her if she
broke the covenant that she made with Him at Horeb and disobeyed His
laws.

My friend, it makes sense that the Israelites could note ha
experienced Gododés blessings and curses at |
so would have been impossible, since the curses automatically counteract
t he bl essings. No, t he |l sraelites coul d
blessings and curses at the same tinseael either dwelt contentedly on
the Promised Land in the spiritual and temporal peace and prosperity that
comes through internal and external righteousness, or she temporarily
became spiritually and materially impoverished, and was persecuted, and
laid waste by the nations.

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



13¢

By her own actions, Israel herself chose blessings or curses. If she
chose to keep her agreement with God and obey His commands, she
experienced the promised Horeb covenant blessings and enabled God to
keep with her the covenant angtadfast love which He swore to her
forefathers. If she chose to break the Horeb contract and to sin against
God by breaking His commands and refusing to repent, she experienced
the foretold Horeb curses. Thus, if her choice was the latter, the curses
inevitably nullified the Horeb blessings. The curses also temporarily
restrained God from promoting His Abrahamic covenant and from
publicly demonstrating Hisi st e a d f ateward Israel gia the
choicest blessings mentionedTihe Living Bible Psalm 474.

The conditions stipulated in the Horeb covenant served ddido
purpose. They provided God with an avenue to discipline His beloved
people when they broke their agreement and deliberately and habitually
sinned. They also gave God the rightdmporarily drive the Israelites
off the land that He promised would remain theirs forever.

However, the severe effects of the prophesied curses that followed
such sinful episodes did not mean that God no longer loved the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jaddbr did those effects mean
that God had backed out of His unbreakable promises to their forefathers
concerning t he |l sraelites. God
iever | asdretotle déseendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as
a whole. They arenot dependent on one particular generation or
individual. Therefore, when a specific generation of Israelites chose to
break the covenant they had made with God at Horeb, their sinful,
unrepentant actions did not automatically exclude succeeding
generatias of Israelites from obtaining the promises of the Abrahamic
covenant or the blessings of the Horeb covenant.

It is true that when a certain generation of Israelites broke the Horeb
covenant, committed the sin of idolatry and refused to repent, they
forfeited the Horeb blessings. They also temporarily restrained God
from visibly keeping with them the Abrahamic covenant and from
showing obvious evidence of His steadfast love and mercy which He
swore to their forefathers. However, under such circumstasckebhave
just described, God patiently waited until a more receptive future
generation of Jews came along. Once He found a receptive generation,
He faithfully resumed pouring out the Horeb blessings. He also kept
with that generation the Abrahamic coaeh and again visibly
demonstrated the steadfast love and mercy which He swore to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

An example of what |l just said
the Israelites during their wilderness experience. You will remember
that those Wo came out of Egypt committed great sin, including the sin
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of idolatry. Therefore, they did not get to enjoy either the blessings of
the Horeb covenant or the promises and blessings of the Abrahamic
covenant. For instance, they did not get to enterantio profit by the
prosperity of the Promised Land. However, another generation of
Israelites (their own children) did get to enjoy the fruit of the Abrahamic
covenant
mercy. They also reaped dhe blessings of the covenant that their
fathers had made with God at Horeb.

God promised to love the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
with anfi e v e r | a s tButrthgt did pot ieclude His blessing those
descendants who broke covenant with Hiegpmmitted sin and
afterwards refused to repent. When the Jews refused to abide by the

covenant t hey made with God at Hor eb,

hands and prevented Him from visibly demonstrating His everlasting
love through His promised blessings:or, as you know, God cannot

reward sinful behavior. You yourself saw earlier in Deuteronomy 7:10
how Moses clearly told the Israelites that God e pays t hose
Him to their face, by destroying them; He will not be slack to him who

hates Him, butvi | | requite him to his face.

Maybe this next scenario will help you to understand how it all

wor ks. 't will show you how Godods

the same through good times and bad. Imagine a man standing on the
edge of a cliff. Aslong as he recognizes the law of gravity and is
careful, he will remain safe. If he leans too far forward, the law of
gravity will cause him to lose his footing and fall to his death. He will
not fall because gravity changed. No! He will fall becauséroke the

rule regarding safety and the law of gravity prevailed.

So it ishieaevw drhl Goftibreg. Whenvthe dsraelites

kept the Horeb agreement and obeyed

Godds covenant | ove s afbath thedargbeand a l

Abrahamic covenant s. When they refused

committed the sin of idolatry, they removed themselves from both the

Horeb blessings and the protection

Thus, they were destroygfdc ur sed) . However, [

wh o

n

feverl astfonglboaeb did not change.

same. The Israelites simply failed to abide by the rules that pertain to
Godbés covenant | ove.

My friend, you now have the answer as to why, gioGod loves
the Jews with an everlasting love, throughout history when they sinned
greatly, He intermittently allowed them to be subjected to severe
suffering. And, you know why He periodically permitted His beloved
people to be persecuted, abused @naborarily conquered by Gentile
nations. You now know that they suffered such hardships because of the
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foretold Horeb curses, curses which were poured out upon them as a
consequence of their own sinful behaviddowever, you also know

that during those peiods of chastisement, God never stopped loving

His chosen people. For, God swore to their forefathers that He
would love Israel with an everlasting love and God will keep His
sacred promise even to His own hurt.

T TOO Y T~

Godébés faithful ne mnttinoludinghHis prArbisea ha mi ¢ cov
of iever | as mnever did rloroevee wilbchange. No matter what
| srael is or what she does, Godods | ove r em:
idea of just how complete Goddéds | ove towar
He is to thepromises He made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, | want to
share with you a very revealing verse of Scripture.

As you read Gododés words spoken by the pro
faithfulness of the God you serve. Consider the fact that though God
hates the ias that the Israelites periodically commit against Him,
especially the sin of idolatry, He still faithfully demonstrates His devoted
iever |l astowardghen amd/vetid | o vkii mgd rdeesghem
to Himself.

Hosea 3:1 (The Amplified Bible.)

ITHEN AID the Lord to me, Go again, love [the same]
woman [Gomer] who is beloved of a paramour and is an
adulteress,even _as the Lord loves the children of
Israel, though they turn to other Gods and love cakes
of raisins [used in the sacrificial feasts in idolawship].

I ask you, does Godds Word in the previou
God stops loving the Israelites when they reject Him and commit
horrendous sins against Him, even the sin of idolatry? No! It does not!

Rather, it proves the opposite. ltpres t hat Godés | ove for | sra
steadf ast (that i s, Godods |l ove for | sra
unchangingéfirmly | (dheg Americar Herdtagen st ant é. 0
Dictionary, Second College Edition.) t proves that Godds | ove
chosen people is hdependent upon anything they do or fail to do. God

swore that He would love Israel forever, and God remains faithful to His

wor d. For His own nameb6s sake, Hi s | ove f

waver.

OO~

If you are wondering why God would purposely &mdwingly bind
Himself to the Abrahamic contract, a contract from which He would find
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no permanent relief or escape, a contract that would subject Him to
continual anguish, pain, humiliation and embarrassment, then give
careful consideration to the follamg explanation.

(1) If the righteous God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had not bound
Hi msel f to an unbreakable contract wi th |s
never have restrained Himself from completely destroying the nation of
Israel for her idolatrous ssn Proof of that fact can be seen in one of the
incidents that you studied earlier in this series. | am referring to the time
when Moses managed to change Godés plan to
off the face of the earth by reminding Him of His legaliinding
agreement with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

(2) If our uncompromisingly righteous God had not sworn His
fiever |l asforilsragl, H apwmdenéver have continued to extend to
the Israelites His forgiveness, mercy, pity and favor each time tiokg b
the Horeb agreement and committed idolatry.

(3) If our holy God had not bound Himself by an unbreakable
everlasting contract to love Israel forever, He would not have been able
to suffer the humiliation and embarrassment of having to repeatedly take
back His unfaithful, adulterous wife (Israel).

(4) If God had not fettered Himself to the legally binding Abrahamic
covenant, His plan for all mankind could never have become a reality.
For , as you now know, Goddbés Ithd an was to bl
nations of the earth through Abr aham, | saac
descendants, the Israelites.

To bring the previous truth closer to home, | will add one more
sentence. If God had not willingly and knowingly bound Himself to the
unbreakable Amhamic covenant, then gentile, you and | would never
have had an opportunity to be saved from sin.

Later in the series, | will be covering much of the previous
information in greater detail. However, until then, | am sure that the
preceding brief explatian will temporarily suffice and will provide you
with food for thought as you continue the present study concerning
Godfdesver | asforisrag. | oveo

T TOO Y T~

With the previous information fresh in your mind, let us read again
our main text. As you do, cdudly weigh its content in the light of the
knowledge that you now possess.
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Jeremiah 31:3 (The Amplified Bible.)

3The Lord appeared from of old to me [Israel], saying,
Yes, | have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore
with lovingkindness have Idrawn you and have
continued My faithfulness to you

You now have i nsi-kihtiness.iButtwhat@ou 6 s | ovi ng
the other aspect of Godbés everlasting | ov
previous verse? What aboBto d Bfasthfulnesso? For a moment, let
us consider this wondrous quality called a i t h fandlleh s $earn 0
how it applies to Israel. For, then you will understand that when God
speaks of Hisfi f a i t h finuthencentest @f Jeremiah 31:3, He is
referring to His unswerving loyalty to th@venant and steadfast love
which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He is referring to His
faithfulness to His promise to extend lovikimdness to their covenant
descendants, the Israelites. Yes, He is referring to His faithfulness in
keeping His s@mn oath.

It is because the Israelites know that God will remain faithful to all
that He promised to their forefathers that they confidently believe that
when they repent, God will forgive their sins. Yes, they have faith that
God will extend to them Higpromised lovingkindness (that is, His
favor, mercy and pity). They also believe that, under the previous
conditions (repentance), God will move on their behalf even though they
do not deserve His help or mercy. They are aware that God has bound
Himself with His own unbreakable sacred oath, and He will thus keep
His promise even to His own hurtFor instance, in the following
verses King David implores God to have mercy upon him and to
blot out his sinsaccording to Hisi st eadf ddsfimé oang 0 0
Hisi |l owkiimglness. 0

Psalm 51:12 (The Amplified Bible.)

IHAVE MERCY upon me, O God, according to Your
steadfast love; according to the multitude of Your
tender mercy and lovindgkindness blot out my
transgressions.

2\Wash me thoroughly [and repeatedfydm my iniquity
and guilt and cleanse me and make me wholly pure from
my sin!o

Those same verses in tHely Bible King Jamedranslation read as
such:
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IHAVE mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy
loving-kindness: according unto the multitude of Thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

2Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin.

My friend, do you now understand why, throughout the Psalms,
David, when imploring God to forgive His sins, continually employs
such terms a8 | o vwkindmegs, mercy, tender merciésand so on. The
fact is that whenever David uses such words, he is simply reminding God
of His obligation to keep His covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. He is requesting that God extend to him, as a linezgmidant of
Jacob, Hifi st e a d f and therdfore \sleow him the promised favor,
mercy and pity.

David understood the Abrahamic covenant lovkimgdness of the
Lord. Therefore, like Moses, he knew the Gwdained buttons he must
press in order to getidprayers answered. Whether his need entailed
forgiveness, deliverance from his enemies, vindication, or any other
legitimate crisis, David knew that as a lineal descendant of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the key to getting his prayers heard and answeited wa
put God in remembrance of His sacred oath to his forefathers. For then,
God had no other choice but to act.

God was compelled to keep His word to D:
consequently to extend to David Hise v e r | a s which igclude® v e 0
Al owkindg easiki ndness, favor, )tender merci e

You see, David, like all other lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob, was a recipient of the numerous benefits God promised to his

forefathers. And, as you now know, those benefitsil ude Godoés sworn
iever | as tandregerything thatothe Abrahamic covenant love

ent ai |l s. Davidés next words confirm all t h

Psalm 25:67 (The Amplified Bible.)

GRemember, O Lord, Your tender mercy and
loving-kindness: forthey have been ever from of old.

"Remember not the sins (the lapses, and frailties) of my
youth or my transgressiongiccording to Your mercy

and steaef a st |l ove remember me, for Your go
sake, O Lord.
David knew exactly what he had to do in ordefai@e God to move
on his behalf. You just saw a good exampl
verse six. In that verse, he reminded God of the sacred covenant oath He
made to his forefathers. And, despite Dav
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descendant of Abram, Isaac and Jacob, he still expected God to
faithfully keep that promise and to extend to him the needed facets of His
iever |l as thatmsgthelpromiseidd| o windmess, favor, tender
mer ci es aadmsdforth)i t y o

David never asked God to dewith him according to what he
deserved. David was too wise to make such a stupid request. He was
completely aware that he difdavmat, in any w
mer cy a n drherpfore, YDavidl asked God to deal with him
according to the promisefilovingk i n d nwdhishsHe swore to his
forefathers.

Psalm 119:124 (The Amplified Bible.)

124peal with Your servant according to Your mercy
and lovingkindness and teach me Your statutes.

You have just seen how David, a covenant descendant of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, reminded God to exercise His sworn ldinuness
on his behalf. You will now see an example of how David used that
same method of prayer when requesting deliverance from his enemies.
As you read, notice again how, like every other Ist@dDavid is totally
dependent on Godés faithfulness to His unbr
promises.

Psalm 69:1316 (The Amplified Bible.)

13yt as for me, my prayer is to You, O Lord. At an
acceptable and opportune tim@,God, in the multitude

of vyour mercy and the abundance of vyour
loving-kindness hear me, and in the truth and
faithfulness of your salvation answer me.

14Rescue me out of the mire, and let me not sink; let me
be delivered from those who hate me and from out of the
deep waters

15 et not the flood waters overflow and overwhelm me,
neither let the deep swallow me up nor the [dug] pit
[with water perhaps in the bottom] close its mouth over
me.

16Hear and answer me, O Lord, for your loving
kindness is sweet and comfarti; according to your
plenteous tender mercy and steadfast love turn to me.

With the added insight into Godds unbreak
and steadfast love that you now have, can you finally understand the
confidence with which David prayed? David inehat God would
confrm Hisi e v e r | a s toward gim kircesr @0d was sworn by His
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own solemn oath to do so. Therefore, in the following verse, with
compl ete optimism and assurance, David boa:
dispatch His promised lovirkjndness.

Psalm 42:8 (The Amplified Bible.)

8yet the Lord will command His lovindtindnessin the
daytime, and in the night His song shall be with me, a
prayer to the God of my life.

You may ask, fBut wher e wi | | God cC omma
dovingk i n d e sgsod? 0 Let me answer your question
an actual instance in the Bible where David, as a covenant, lineal
descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, rightfully prayed that God
would cause Hi§i | o wkii mgd roecamseto him.

Psalm 119:41 (The Aplified Bible.)

41 et Your mercy and lovingindness come alsdo
me, O Lord, even Your salvation according to Your
promise;

Psalm 119:7677 (The Amplified Bible.)

76Let, | pray You, Your merciful kindness and steadfast
love be for my comfort, according tYour promise to
Your servant.

7TLet Your tender mercy and lovingindness comedo
methat | may live, for Your law is my delight!

Does it now make sense to you why David I
Al o vwkii mgd n( et shsadt ik, nGoeéé&s, amav §eri,t ymer cy
Does it al so ma k e sense why he |l i ked t
Aifaithful Pagesd | i ked Kkondresesbs &ndoéSoldsging

faithfulness to the covenant He made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
because those promises are the lifeline of tmashepeople, and David

was a Jew. Look what David sang in Psalm 22ih The Modern
Language Bible

Psalm 92:12 (The Modern Language Bible.)

LTis good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to
Thy name, O Most High,

2To proclaim Thy lovingkindness in the morning and
Thy faithfulness into the night.

Everything i n Davi dos i fe revol ved aro
covenant and the binding promise fofe v e r | a s that Ggd h&ado v e 0
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made to his forefathers. As you saw earlier in Psalm 69:13, even the

n ght to have his prayers heard by

Godds pirevwd rsleasdnd all gs many keaudiful facets. See
this truth again in the following text taken from thily Bible King
Jamedranslation.

Psalm 119:149 (King Jarsé/ersion.)

1494ear my voice according unto thy lovirkindness
O Lord, quicken me according to thy judgment.

As you will see in the next verseBavi d depended
Af ai t hfnecdntmeng L @our out His promised Al oving
k i nd neeests the extent of His very life and health.We will read
again from théHoly Bible, King Jame¥ersion

Psalm 119:159 (King James Version.)

15%onsider how I love thy preceptguicken me, O
Lord, according to thy lovinekindness.

on

God i nv

Godods

Let us check out &efw mor e of Davidodos prayers which

truth you learned in the previous verse. In the following three tenxts,

have Davi d asking God t o preserve

promisedi st eadf ast | ove. 0
Psalm 119:88 (The Amplified Bible.)

88accordingto Your steadfast love give life to mien
I will keep the testimony of Your mouth [hearing,
receiving, loving and obeying it].

Psalm 119:116 (The Amplified Bible.)

116Uphold me_according to Your promise, that | may
live; and let me not be put to shamemy hope!

Psalm 119:154 (The Amplified Bible.)

154pjead my cause and redeem me; revive me and give
me life according to Your word.

In the succeeding text, the Psalmist sought to help his Jewish
brethren understand the greatness, importance and beau®ioad 6 s
mercy and lovingkindness that endures forever. He devoted Psalm 107
to that end. Then, in the last verse of that same Psalm, he assured his
Jewish brethren that if they were wise and would observe all that he had
shared with them in his Psalmgthtoo would gain understanding of the
mercy and lovingindness of the Lord.
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Psalm 107:43 (King James Version.)

43Nhoso is wise, and will observe these things, even
they shall understand the lovingindness of the Lord.

Upon recei vi ng ioushrespirdd snatduatan,sittisine pr e v
wonder that when Old Testament Jewish men worshipped in the temple
of God, t hey medi ta toekihdnés® tFernthey v on Godés
knew beyond doubt that God would faithfully keep His solemn covenant
pledge to theiforefathers. Yes, they knew that, for the sake of His
sacred oath, God would encompass the descendants of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob witih f avor , me r d¢ook védtm mhe iptheHoly. 0
Bible, King Jamestranslation. There you will read how, when they
worshipped in the temple, David and those with him meditated ord 0 s
everlastingfi | o vkii mgd rtosvard tihe Jewish nation.

Psalm 48:9 (King James Version.)

SWe have thought of thy lovingindness, O God, in
the midst of thy temple.

Of course, righteus Old Testament believers were well aware that if
the Israelites were to really comprehend the loimginess that God
promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, they had to do more than just
meditate on it. Yes, they knew that before they could fully
underst and and experience the visible evidenc
A1 o vkii mgd nteeg must@o as Moses instructed in Deuteronomy
7:11-12. They must keep the covenant that they themselves had
made with God at Horeb and observe all that God commanded.

In thefollowing verse, David describes the kind of life the Israelites
could expect to live if they faithfully kept the Horeb covenant and
obeyed Godds commands. I't would be a I1ife
st eadf wosldbeluldyvealiged.

Psalm 25:10(The Amplified Bible.)

10a11 the paths of the Lord are mercy and steadfast
love, even truth and faithfulness are thégr those who
keep His covenant and His testimonies.

Throughout the Bible, the Jewish peopl e
iever | asandall gs facets\oe their spiritual and literal survival.
Each time they found themselves in difficult circumstances, even when
their trouble was the result of their own sins, they eventually cried out to
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God, begging Him to remember His promised Al owiimgdlness . 0
And of course, God always came to their rescue.

An example of the Jews did ppevndhegnce upon G
k i n d nseeddent in the Biblical records of their captivity in Babylon.
You will recall that God sent His peopiato exile in Babylon as
punishment for their abominable sins. The curse that Moses had foretold
in Deuteronomy 11:2@8 fell upon Israel and it temporarily
overshadowed the blessings of the Horeb covenant as well as the visible
expressi on edeve@GastthdAbrahamiocoverant love.

However, when the prophesied seventy years of punishment and
exil e was completed, the prophet Dani el i n;
behalf. He beseeched the Lord to keep His promisé wfe r angd 0
fi | o windme&sé and thus faithfully extend forgiveness and deliverance
toward the covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Daniel
made it clear that he was not presenting his petition because he felt that
they deserved Gododés hel pdinbaotenamtat her becaus
oath to their forefathers.

My friend, in the following verses you wi
power with God. Yes, you will see why God heard and answered the
intercessory prayer of His servant Daniel. You will realize that God
heardad answered Danielés prayers in order t
steadfast love which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Daniel 9:1819 (The Amplified Bible.)

189 my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes
and look at our desolations and the oithich is called

by Your namefor we do not present our supplications
before You for our own righteousness and justice, but
for Your great mercy and lovindiindness

19 Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, give heed
and act Do not delay, for Your owesake, O my God,
because Your city and Your people are called by Your
name.

God keeping His word to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is so important
to Him that He put His faithfulness to His word even above His own
name. For generations, God allowed His names (ldputation) to be
profaned and dragged through the mud in order to keep His promises to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. When the Israelites deserved to be destroyed
for their sin, God put His word to their forefathers before His own
emotions and had mercy tmem.
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Psalm 138:24 (The Amplified Bible.)

2] will worship toward Your holy temple and praise
Your namédor Your loving-kindness and for Your truth
and faithfulness; for You have exalted above all else
Your name and Your word andou have magnified
Your word above all Your name

3In the day when | called, You answered me; and You
strengthened me with strength (might and inflexibility to
temptation) in my inner self.

4l the kings of the land shall give You credit and
praise You, O Lord,for they have head of the
promises of Your mouth [which were fulfilled]

Verse four of the previous text speaks of all the kings of the earth
giving God credit for keeping His promises. However, the Scriptures go
a step further. They actually identify a particular rwéo did recognize
that God had kept His covenant promises to Israel regarding His
i st e ad foaBhat ruleromasethe queen of ShebdVhile visiting
King Sol omon, the queen told him that
iever | as forithe gsradlitesvtretdGod had blessed them with
such a wise king.

I Kings 10:9 (The Amplified Bible.)

9Blessed be the Lord your God, Who delighted in you
and set you on the throne of IsragBecause the Lord
loved Israel forever, He made you king to execute
justice and righeousness

As David sai d AllthekiRgs afltheland 3ralt give i
You credit and praise You, O Loffdy they have heard of the promises
of Your mouth [which were fulfilled]o

Let all the kings and the people of the earth praise the Lord! Let
rulers and their subjects recognize that God Almighty is
uncompromisingly righteous in character. He is a God of integrity and
Afait hfLletal thes earthdproclaim their confidence and trust in
the word of the Lord. For, despite the number ok8rthat the Israelites
deeply hurt and angered Him, God still kept with them the covenant and
steadfast love which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Yes, God
placed keeping His word, and thus pouring out Hisne r @ando
i 1 o vkii mgd nupos ¢héir decendants, even above His own name.
And because God was so faithful, King David could sing His praises
with conviction, and so can we.
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From now on, when you read Daviddéds songs
Amer andd | o wii mgd ntleas endure forever, you ilv know
exactly what David is referring to.Yes, you will know that he is
speaking of the everlasting covenant love that God promised to the
lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac_and JacobIn the following
verses, David is repeatedly giving God the irdde deserves for
faithfully keeping His covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Psalm 136:126 (The Amplified Bible.)

1o give thanks to the Lord, for He is gooir His
mercy and lovingkindness endure forever.

20 give thanks to the God of Godsr His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever.
30 give thanks to the Lord of lordr His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forevér

4To Him Who alone does great wondds, His mercy
and lovingkindness endure forever;

5To Him Who by wisdom and umdi&nding made the
heavens,for His mercy and lovingkindness endure
forever;

6To Him Who stretched out the earth upon the waters,
for His mercy and lovingkindness endure forever;

"To Him Who made the great lightey His mercy and
loving-kindness endurdoreverd

8The sun to rule over the dapr His mercy and loving
kindness endure forever;

%The moon and stars to rule by nigfr, His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;

1019 Him Who smote Egypt in their firstborfior His
mercy and lovingkindness endure forever;

11and brought out Israel from among thefor His
mercy and lovingkindness endure forever;

12ith a strong hand and with an outstretched afon,
His mercy and lovingkindness endure forever,;

1310 Him Who divided the Red Sea into paits, His
mercy and lovingkindness endure forever;

14and made Israel to pass through the midst ofoit,
His mercy and lovingkindness endure forever,;
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15But shook off and overthrew Pharaoh and his host

into the Red Sedpr His mercy and lovingkindness
endure forever;

1676 Him Who led His people through the wilderness,

for His mercy and lovingkindness endure forever

176 Him who smote great kingfor His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;

18and slew famous kingsfor His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forevér

19sihon king of the Amoritesior His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;

20and Og king of Bashanfor His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;

21ang gave their land as a heritager His mercy and
loving-kindnessendure forever,;

22Eyen a heritage to Israel His servamby His mercy
and lovingkindness endure forever;

2370 Him Who [earnestly] remembered us in our low

estate and imprinted us [on His hearfpr His mercy
and lovingkindness endure forever;

24and rescued us from our enemider His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;

25To Him Who gives food to all fledlor His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;

260 give thanks to the God of heavéor, His mercy
and lovingkindness endure forever!

From this time forth, every timgou study Scripture that mentions
Goddmercy a-kRdnd measisegn d ur e,0 Yoo wilk v er

know what Goddbés written Word referri
Psalm that s phefaokrsg i @ € n eGsosd, 6 sehkdern d ne s s, favol
mer ci es, Pai amfyulodesgshee ofbeer aspteichng of Go
l oveow wi l | have insight i nto the Psal mist.
meditate on the prayer lives of the great intercessors of the Bible,

intercessors such as Moses andiBlagou will know how they managed

to get Gododés attention and acquire for S
though the I sraelites diXeswonowdeserve GodaOos
possess the key of knowledge that unl ocks
fevenfadtbiveo | srael . The key i s Godos C (

steadfast love which He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
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You now know the answer to the questiomiWhy Does God Love
The Jewish Peopl@ 0God loves and will continue to love the Jewish
people because othe unbreakableiic ovenant and steadfast I«
which He swore to their forefathers.

My friend, if you embrace and apply to your life the truth that you
have received in parts one and two of this chapter, it will make you free.
Yes, the truth you now haveri | | free you from mendés sinf
doctrines and from your own previous ignorance regarding this matter.

From now on, when men insist that God no longer loves the
Jewish people, you will recognize that they are telling lies. You will
also know that men are teaching false doctrine whenever they insist
that God is no longer obligated to the Jewish peopleEor, you now
know that Godés obligation to the Jewish p:
must and will faithfully continue to keep with them the covenant and
the steadfast love which He swore to their forefathers, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

TS0 ~

I am sure that the previous inspired inf
fieverl asforithe gewish@eopledhas filled your heart with a new
sense of awe, respect and adtiirafor the God of Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob. However, Godos desire is that t he
accomplish more than just stir up your emo
wi || change forever the way you view and
belovedcovenant people, the Jews.

Since you now know that Goddés |l ove for
wondt you purpose i n yoForrindbirgaa,t to | ove th

you will not only bring God deep joy and comfort but you will also bring
upon your s el fthatGsorecérded ib Genesis L2f@gwill
bl ess those ovho bl ess youé
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Chapter 10

WHY DID GOD SAY HE
LOVED JACOB AND HATED ESAU?

You now possess the truth regarding the
Israel is an intrinsic part of the Abrahamic covenanter€&fore, you are
in a perfect position to be able to comprehend another incredible
revelation.

For generations, the most renowned Christian teachers and Bible
scholars have endeavored to correctly analyze and accurately divide the
Word of truth in Roman®:1213. Yet, regardless of their attempts to
rightly handle and skillfully teach those verses, they have failed to
adequately explain thefimbaniehngeof sGatlbs s
serve theandidancgébér have I | oved, but Esau h
Today, however, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, you shall finally have true
insight into both those statements of God.

t
C

On that exciting note, let us begin by reading the verses of Scripture
that | mentioned in the former paragraph. We will read them flam
Holy Bible, King James Version.

Romans 9:123 (King James Version.)

12t was said unto her, The elder shall serve the
younger.

1Bas it is written, Jacob have | lovedut Esau have |
hated.

Me n@reng or inadequate interpretations of Romans A3 have
left many in the Church feeling that God was unfairly partial or even
prejudiced in His dealings with Jacob and Esau. They have been led to
believe that God loved the child Jacob and hated the child Esau while
they were stildl i nif ypohawé one ohdhoseer 6 s wo mb.
misinformed people, after you have received the correct interpretation of
Romans 9:12A3, you will be able to discard such unsettling,
preconceived, spiritually harmful ideas.

Your studying t he subject isof Godobs | ov
descendants, the Israelites, in the previous chapter gives you a significant
edge as you enter into the present teaching. Among other truths, you
learned that God did not set His love upon Jacob and his descendants nor
make His covenant choice knownevim t he twins were in their
womb but rather when Jacob was grown and on his way to Haran. The
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prediction God made while the twins were i
not a forecast of who the covenant child would be, but rather, it was a

forecast of a event that would involve theiture descendantsof both

unborn children. Absolute Scriptural confirmation of that truth will be

provided later in this chapter.

You also learned that God setting His love upon and choosing Jacob
and his descendants as dladraveled to Haran had nothing whatsoever
to do with their being worthy or deserving of that covenant love (that is,
that covenant choice). Rather, God loving and choosing Jacob and the
Israelites, as Jacob traveled to Haran, was solely the resulido6@Go o0 wn
need to fulfill His word and keep the covenant and steadfast love which
He had sworn to Abraham and Isaac.

As chapter ten progresses, you will receive undeniable Scriptural
proof that God did not hate Esau the unborn child. You will also be
supplied with additional verification of the fact that God did not make

His prediction in Genesis 25:28,ét he el der shal | serve the
because He thought that Jacob the individual was better, more likable or
more righteous than Esau the individual. You | | realize that Godo

statements did not reflect partiality in any way and that God certainly

was hot prejudiced. For, you will be given additional confirmation that

Godos sthetdmert der shal tidnotgertai®r t he younger
to the unborn tins as individuals at all.

The truth is that because of mends ignor
Romans 9:1243, for generations, God has been falsely accused of
showing unfair favoritism toward one of R €
undeserved hatred toward thiher. So it is high time that someone set
the record straight and gave Godoés peopl e
wrong thinking and to discard the underlying assumptions that have
become so deeply entrenched in their minds. Therefore, | will lay ®ut th
Scriptural evidence so that you will finally have a chance to see the truth
on this matter and joyfully submit to Godos

As | have pointed out over and over again, it is true that before the
twins were born, God foretold in Genesis 25:23 that tlerelvould
serve the younger. However, as you will soon see in the Scriptures,

unli ke those who practice prejudice, Godo6s
not antagoni stic in design or effect. N
unreasonable or formed without knowledgor without careful

examination of all the facts. And | ast but

not based on irrational suspicion, bias or hatred of the unborn child,
Esau. All the previous descriptions fit the dictionary definition of the
word Apréjudic
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Yes, you wil/l soon be made aware that Go (
previous definition of one who is prejudiced. Prejudice is an extremely
harsh word which is totally inaccurate wh

righteous judgment or prediction in this neat Associating the word
Aiprejudiced with Godododiéetbeexcddteri mh@éhesi s
ser ve t hdordereanihg kdiculoas.

On the other hand, the Biblical evidence
regarding the previously mentioned accusationsexsensive. For

exampl e, | at er in this <chapter you wil|l s
Genesis 25231 ét he el der shal Wassghteouein t he younger,
that it showed a glimpse of Godés future |

would dare to blatantly indt Him and attempt to interfere with Him
fulfilling His sworn oath to Abraham and Isaac.

L TOO Y T~

It is extremely important that further p
presented and that the truth regarding His innocence be established in
order t o r entoud chargeseanddirssinuations that God was
guilty of unfair partiality or prejudice in predicting that the elder would
serve the younger and in making His statement |atef, | | oved Jacob,
and | hat edouwEssaeé, 0 Godds reputation is at
Therefore, it is only right that His name be completely exonerated of all
presumed wrongdoing in these areas.

In order to carry out the task described in the former paragraph, it is
necessary that we again study three of the texts that we covered in
chapte nine of this work. You will recall that in chapter nine, | shared
with you that we would do exactly that. You must keep in mind,
however, that we will be examining only a small portion of the
over whel ming evidence which verifies Godos

Firstl et us deal with the often asked quest:i
were | saacbs sons, why did God set Hi s | ove
His covenant with Jacob as he traveled to Haran? Why was it even
necessary for God to choose between the two notteall? If, as you
say, God was not unfairly partial or prejudiced, why could He not have
fulfilled His sworn covenant oath to Abraham and Isaac by using both
brothers in a covenant <capacity?0o The ans
can be clearly seem ithe verses that we will read next from tHely
Bible, King James Version.
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Genesis 25:223 (King James Version.)

21and Isaac intreated the Lord for his wife, because she
was barren: and the Lord was intreated of him, and
Rebekah his wife conceived.

22and the children struggled together within her; and
she said, If it be so, why am | thus? And she went to
enquire of the Lord.

23And the Lord said unto hef,wo nations are in thy
womb, and two manner of people shall be separated
from thy bowels; and th one people shall be stronger
than the other people; and the elder shall serve the

younger.

Notice in verse twentfhree thattwo natonswer e i n Rebekahos
womb. Notice also that the separation of those two peoples (the
Israelites and the Edomites) haldleady begun before the twins were
born. Verse twentywo informs you that the founders of those two
nations actually struggled together in the womb. Therefore, since only
one nation could inherit the Promised Land, how could God choose both
of | soas2c 0s s

It stands to reason that God could not have two totally separate,
opposing peoples claiming title to the same piece of land. Under such
circumstances one nation would have been continually fighting with the
other. It would have been total chaos. N0 Godbés way was the
way . Godbés way was the righteous way.
and steadfast love that He had sworn to Abraham and lIsaac, God
established His covenant with one of those two equally undeserving
leaders of nations as he joaged to Haran. And, for His own reasons,
the one God chose was Jacob.

Considering the previous point, | do not think anyone can find fault
with Godds judgment in this matter, do
anyone can accuse God of being unfair or piepd in any way.
Truthfully, 1 do not know of anyone else who could have handled that
situation as well as God did. He did an excellent job. After all, Abraham
and his nephew Lot could not even dwell together peaceably on the same
grazing plains withoutheir servants fighting and squabbling among
themselves. So, how could two opposing nations own the same piece of
l and without continually bickering and
purpose? God had to make a choice between those two nations, and He
madeHis choice known as Jacob traveled to Haran. It is as simple as
that.
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I am sure you will agree that | have adequately answered the
guestions: Since both brothers were |saa
necessary for God to choose between them at all? ifpasay, God
was not unfairly partial or prejudiced, why did He not fulfill His sworn
oath to Abraham and lIsaac by using both brothers in a covenant
capacity? The answer, in part, is that two opposing nations were in
Rebekahodés womb, a n g could not lown tahdoligee nati on
peaceably on the same piece of land.

When one looks closely at the content of Genesis 25321it
becomes evident that when the Lord made His statement in verse-twenty
three féthe el der s h aéwas =ferindgoghetwbe younger, 0O
nations that we raedndtto thélimdividukl ahfidéees. wo mb

The Lord told RebekahiTwo nationsare in thy womb, andwo
manner of peopleshall be separated from thy bowéls o Still referring
to the same two nations, the Lord predi e dand tlieéne peoplshall
be stronger thanthe other people;and the elder shall serve the
younger 0

There <can be no doubt that Godobs predic
identified the fact that the older nation, Edom (the descendants of Esau),
would servethe younger nation, Israel (the descendants of Jacob). As
you can see with your own eyes in the previously mentioned verse, God
absolutely was not referring to the twins themselves. Instead, He was
referring to the nations of Edom and Israel.

Inordertoc | ear Godods name of the false accusa

heaped upon it because of menos mi sir
mi srepresentations of Plaul O6wa sq usoatiadt iuonnt oi n F
her, The el der s hladniot abow thig epportdtie younger , 0O

to pass without once again impressing upon your mind that God did not

show partiality to one unborn twin over the other. How can anyone insist

that God was partial to one twin over the other since the twins were still

in their mot her 6 sde ki pradictionhire Genesiso d ma

25:23? Furthermore, how can anyone insist that God exhibited partiality

when His prediction was not meant for either of the unborn twins

personally? As you now know, God spoke of two nations. He did not

speak of two individals. And, later in the series, you will see in the

Scriptures exactly what Godds prediction en

My friend, you now know why it was crucial that God establish His
covenant with only one of |l saacbs twin
additional Scriptu al confi rmati on that Godds predi
25:23 involved the descendants of Jacob and Esaunot the twins
themselves. God foretold that the nation of Edom (the older nation)
would serve Israel (the younger nation).

or
ti
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Now that you undestand one of the main reasons why it was
absolutely essenti al t hat God choose betwe
ready to proceed to the next point. So, to refresh your memory, let us
once again read Paul 6s woloty8iblg n the foll owi

King James Version
Romans 9:13 (King James Version.)

LBas it is written, Jacob have | lovedut Esau have |

hated.
You wi l |l recal | t hat God eventwually <chanc
From that point on, God referred to the descendants of Abrahaa, Isa
and Jacob as Jacob or Il srael . On the oth

were known as Esau, Edomites, Edom, Mount Seir or by their Greek
name, Edumea. Genesis 36:8Tine Amplified Biblaeads,i So Es a u
dwelt in the hill country of SeilEsau is Edom dThe importance of the
previous information will become clear as the series progresses.

Before you read the next verses, | want to emphasize three important
facts.

(1) Paul dés reference t ofi JJaaccoobb haanvde Esau i n
| loved, but Esau have h a t ewads liorrowed from Old Testament
Scripture, to be precise Malachi 151

(2) As it was in Genesi s-5@hich23, Gododés wor
by the way, were not recorded until approximately four hundred and fifty
years befor e Y eixlhded thesfutubei destcemdantsaofy a i n
Jacob (Israel) and Esau (Edom) rather than just the two brothers.

(3) Godbdés words in the first two verses
intended to remind Israel of the everlasting covenant love that God had
extended to thm through their forefather, Jacob.

We will now briefly study all five of the previously mentioned
verses.

Malachi 1:1-5 (The Amplified Bible.)

ITHE BURDEN or oracle (the thing to be lifted up) of
the word of the Lord to Israelby Malachi [My

messenger].
As | sai d earl i er , -b@erddrectedtomards i n Mal achi
the nation of Israel. To verify that fact, in verse one, Malachi states,
Thisisiét he word of twme Lord to | sraelé
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Now let us read verse two of our present text.

2| have loved yousays the Lord. Yet you say, How and
in what way have You | oved wus? Was not
brother? says the Lord; yet | loved Jacob (Israel),

Upon careful examination of the contents of the previous verses, one
realizes that they hold tremendous insighbr, as you learned in chapter
nine, God clearly informed the Israelites that in choosing and thus setting
His love upon their forefather, Jacob, He indirectly chose and set His
love upon them. Moreover, since God chose to establish His covenant
with Jacd, the Israelites automatically became the recipients of the
covenant and steadfast love that God had sworn to their forefathers.

To keep things in perspective, you must call up yet another truth that
you studied earlier in the series. | am referringh flact that neither
Jacob nor his descendants were worthy of
Godobds steadfast | ove. On the contrary, Go
established His covenant with them as Jacob traveled to Haran in order to
keep the oath which Heall sworn to Abraham and Isaac. Therefore, it
stands to reason that since God did not feel that Jacob and His
descendants were any more worthy or deserving of His covenant choice
and | ove than Esau and his descendants, Goc
its roots in prejudice. The very notion that it did is silly. For, we are
dealing with two sons who were of the same parents, race and religion

and who were both equally unworthy and unde
choice.

Being able to view the whole scenamadth hindsight, the apostle

Paul was acutely awar e t hat i ke Godos C
descendant s as Jacob travel ed to Har an, C
Genesis 25:23 (that i s, Godods prediction t

serve the nation of Isrgelvas not based on prejudice. For, in the very

next text that you will read, when referring to the previously mentioned

f orecast, Paul | eaves no doubt of t he f ac
Genesis 25:23 had nothing to do with one founder being more warthy

deserving than the other.

You already know why one of the unborn founders could not have
been more worthy than the other. You know that neither founder had
anything to do with Godédsiéammowendement i n
shall ser ve fot Bed mgude His predictiod before the
founders of either Edom or Israel were born. Moreover, God
deliberately made His forecast to Rebekah before the twins were born so
that there would be no doubt in anyoneds n
not based on phality or prejudice, but rathei, t was based on Godods

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



15¢

own need to further His own future purpose Read Paul 6s words fro
theHoly Bible King James Versian

Romans 9:1412 (King James Version.)

10and not only this; but when Rebecca also had
conceivedyy one, even by our father Isaac;

11(For the children being not yet born, neither having
done any good or eyilthat the purpose of God
according to election might stand, not of works, but of
him that calleth;)

12t was said unto her, The elder shall sertlee
younger.

Notice in verses eleven and twelve that F
God making His statemeitThe el der shalinordeerve the youn
to further carry out His own purpose of el
purpose of election involves. Ihvolves God fulfilling His sacred
promises to Abraham and thus accomplishing His will upon the earth.

God foretold that the nation of Israel would one day rule over the nation
of Edom so that He could fulfill His predictions and His promises to

Abrahamthrough the nation with whom He would later establish His

covenant.

Paul al so stated in verse eleven that God
regarding the two nations in her womb had nothing whatsoever to do
with any good wor k t hasofaddesneareahyés f ounder,
evi | wor k that Edomés founder, Esau, had s
good or evil work done by either founder of those nations have had any
bearing on Godés prediction when God had f
before either child wasdon? The truth is, as | said earlier and as the
apostle Paul reiterated, God made His prediction that the decendants of
one twin would be in servitude to the descendants of the other in order
further to carry out His own purpose and not because of arty @oevil
work that either of the unborn founders of those two nations had so far
done.

Paul 6s words in verse eleven regarding Go
Genesis 25:23 in order to promote His own purpose are entirely
Scriptural. As a matter of fact, hdreds of years earlier, the prophet
Isaiah had made that same point. Isaiah even went a step further. He let
it be known thatal Godbés forecasts and His fulfill me
intended to further Godbés own purpose and
yourself in the following text.
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Isaiah 46:910 (The Amplified Bible.)

9[Earnest|y] remember the former things, [which | did]
of old; for | am God, and there is no one else; | am God,
and there is none like Me,

10Declarinq the end and the result from the begiing,
and from ancient times the things that are not yet done,
saying, My counsel shall stand, and | will do all My
pleasure and purpose.

God predicts the future to show that His counsel will stand no matter
what. Men have nothing whatsoever to do with @od will bring to
pass all that He has spoken. For, He alone can forecast what will be in
the future and then make His predictions come true. And, God makes
His predictions so that neither boastful men nor graven images can take
credit for that whiclHe alone has done. Read in the next vers@hen
Amplified Biblewhat the Lord Himself says on this matter

Isaiah 48:38 (The Amplified Bible.)

3| have declared from the beginning the former things
[which happened in times past to Israethey went
forth from My mouth and | made them known; then
suddenly | did them, and they came to pass [says the

Lord].

4 Because | knew that you were obstinate, and your neck
was an iron sinew and your brow was brass,

S Therefore | have declared things to come to yiopom

of old; before they came to pass | announced them to
you, so that you could not say, My idol hdene them,
and my graven image and my molten image have
commanded them.

6 You have heard [these things foretold], how you see
this fulfilment. And willyou not bear witness to it? |
show you specified new things from this time forth, even
hidden things [kept in reserve] which you have not
known.

7 They are created now [called into being by the
prophetic word], and not long ago; andefore today
you havenever heard of them, lest you should say,
Behold, | knew them!

8 Yes, you have never heard, yes, you have never known;
yes, from of old your ear has not been opened. For I, the
Lord, knew that you, O house of Israel, dealt very
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treacherously; you were ded a transgressor and a
rebel [in revolt] from your birth.

Surely Goddés Word speaks for i tsel f, ful
with all/l Goddés other predictions, Gododés for
nation of Edom would serve the nation of Israel hathimg to do with
partiality or prejudice. Godbés disclosure
to further carry out His own purpose and desire regarding His covenant
with Abraham and | saac. Neither of t he wu
womb had anythingtodowih Godés prediction. Wi thout a
inspired Word in Isaiah 46:90 and Isaiah 48:8 puts that argument to
rest.

OO~

You are now in possession of even more in
in Malachi 1:2 A | have |l oved you, $lawand t he Lor d. Y
in what way have You |l oved us? Was not Essz@
Lord; yet | | o Hewever) yoic mal stil{ be svresdliegl ) . 0
with other i ssues that pertain to Gododés pt
You might b e tomownhave mgre undehstarsling as to d
why God said He loved Jacob (Israel). Nevertheless, God loving Jacob
and his descendants still does not explain His statement in Malachi 1:3,

d have hated Esau 8 need to know exactly what God meant by those

words.| need to know why God hated Esau. 0
The best way | know to b@édbhaven t o expl ain

hated Esa@é 0 is to once again refer you to thly Bible, King James
Version We will read Malachi 1:5 from that translation. The
importance of temparrily using theKing James Versiois to keep you
from being unnecessarily distracted by the additional aids provided by
The Amplified Bibléranslators.

Malachi 1:25 (King James Version.)

2| have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein
hast thoul ov e d us ? Wa s not Esau Jacobods b1
saith the Lord: yet | loved Jacob,

Earlier, | reminded you of three points to keep in mind while you

again study Malachi 1:5 . One of those three points w
words in Malachi 1:%5 included the future ebcendants of Jacob and
Esau rather than just the two brothers.

pertained to Jacob, the individual, and Esau, the individual, only in the
sense that God was trying to convey to the Israelites that in choosing and
thus loving thai forefather, Jacob, as he traveled to Haran, He had
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inevitably chosen and loved thentowever, in verses three through
five, God switches His attention to the descendants of Esau

If you are to correctly understand the true contents of Malacks,1:1
it is imperative that you comprehend my last statement regarding God
turning the focus of His comments toward ttescendantsof Esau in
the last three verses of that text. Absolute proof of what | just said
regarding God transferring His comments toward diescendantsof
Esau can be seen in Malachi-B:3 For, as you study those versgsu
will then realize that God never did to Esau the things mentioned in
those three verses. However, as you will soon see in the Scriptures,
God did do those thingstoEsu 6 s descendant s

Remembering that in the next verses of Malachi chapter one, God is
speaking of Esauds descendants whom He ac
namesEsauandEdom; let us continue reading.

3And | hated Esay and laid his mountains and his
heritage vaste for the dragons of the wilderness.

4WhereaEdom saith, We are impoverished, but we will
return and build the desolate places; thus saith the Lord
of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and
they shall call them, The border of wickednessl, The
people against whom the Lord hath indignation for
ever.

SAnd your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The Lord will
be magnified from the border of Israel.

As | said earlier, God never hated nor did He remain angry forever
with Esau, the individualNeither did God punish the twin, Esau, in the
manner described in the previous three verses. No! No! [iN@&s the
descendants of Esau (Edom) whom God hated and punished so
severely, not Esau the individual.

OO T~
Now that you comprehend that in Maladh85 God is referring to
Esauds descendants, you are ready to | earn
of Esau did to deserve Godés hatred and t
wr at h. You will then know beyond a doubt

directed toward the natioksau foundedand not toward Esau, the

unborn baby. | repeat, God did not hate Esau, the individual. God

hated Esau, the nation Furthermore, you are about to see Scriptural

evidence which proves that Gododés hatred o
absolutely justied.
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I wi || now clarify my previous statement
Edom being justified. | will also provide additional Scripture to further
confirm the truth that it was Esaubds desce

whom God hated. | will place thergviously mentioned Scriptural

evidence before you piece by piece. You can rest assured that when |

have finished presenting all the following facts, there will be no doubt

remaining in your mind as to why God stated that He hated Esau (that is,

why God sated that He hated the nation of Edom). For you will fully

realize that Gododés hatred was indeed justif

In order to provide you with an overall view of events, | refer you to
an earlier period in history. We will begin at the point in time when,
withhi s mot her ds approval and aid, Jacob dece
sonds blessing from his father, | saac. Un c
tradition woul d have required t hat Esau
However, these were not normal circumstances

Pay close attention as you read the words that Isaac pronounced over
Jacob from theHoly Bible, King James VersionFor, the first piece of
promised evidence is within the contents of the previously mentioned
blessing.

Genesis 27:229 (King James Vei@n.)

28Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the
fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine:

29 et people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee:

be | or d over t hy brethren, and | et t hy
bow down to theecursed be everyne that curseth thee,

and blessed be he that blesseth thee.

Part of the inspired prophetic blessing that Isaac conferred upon his
son, Jacob, wa%é be lord over thy brethren, and let thy motlsrsons
bow down oOtHowever teezeés. no Biblical reabiof Esau, the
individual, ever bowing down to his brother Jacob. On the other hand,
we are informed in Genesis 3383that on one occasion Jacob did bow
down before Esau, calling hirih é my | Bo, do those recorded
Bi bl i cal f act s phmeeyanever tdma to pass? aNalc@fs pr o
course not! You see, Isaac was not speaking about Jacob, the individual,
being lord over his twin brother, Esau. Nor was he speaking about Esau,
the individual, bowing down to his twin, Jacob. Rather, as the Lord did

in Genesis 25: 23, |l saac was referring to Es
foretelling how in the future Esauds desce
bow down in servitude beforéaadacobbdbs descer

was prophesying that the time would comevhen the Israelites would
rule over the Edomites
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You now possess a fuller understanding of
and did not entail. However, Esau also received a blessing from his
father, Isaac. So, let us shift our attention to the substance bletssing
that Esau acquired.

Genesis 27:3A0 (King James Version.)

37And Isaac answered and said unto EsBehold, |
have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have |
given to him for servantsand with corn and wine have
| sustained him: and whahall | do now unto thee, my
son?

38And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one
blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my
father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.

39And Isaac his father answered and said unto him,
Behold, thy dwellingshall be the fatness of the earth,
and of the dew of heaven from above;

40and by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy
brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have
the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off

thy neck.

The fird point to notice is seen in verse forty. Isaac prophesied,
fié by thy sword shalt thou live .0 Isaac was informing his son Esau
that his future descendants would live by destroying and plundering other
peoples. It is imperative that you retain that trigcause you will need
to call it up later in the lesson.

The second point to be aware of is that in the previously mentioned
verse, verse forty, Isaac prophesied that Esau (the nation of Edom) would
serve his brother Jacob (the nation of Israel). Furibee, he told Esau
that the day would eventually come when the nation of Edom would
possess the power to free itself from that yoke of servitude.

Once again, | remind you that Esau, the individual, was never bound
in servitude to Jacob. Therefore, Esavear needed the prophesied
power to free himself from a yoke that he never wdtawever, later

in the |l esson, you will l earn that Esauds
completely fulfilled Isaacbds inspired proph
By now you under st anbikssingh aimply bot h of |l s a

confirmed the words that God had previously spoken to Rebecca in

Genesis 25:23. So as you again read verse twherdg, keep in mind

that God is referring to the descendants of Esau and Jacob, not the

unborn babies. Toaidyou,lhasegai n accented Godébés words i
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twentythree which emphasize that fact. We will read from ltdody
Bible, King James Version

Genesis 25:23 (King James Version.)

23and the Lord said unto heffwo nationsare in thy
womb, andtwo _manner of peopleshal be separated
from thy bowelsand the one people shall be stronger
than the other people, and the elder shall serve the

younger.

Not only was God Himself the first to foretell that in the due course
of time the nation of Edom would end up being in sadatto Israel, but
in doing so, God again proved that He had foreknowledge of all future
events that pertained to those two nations. Before either founder of those
nations was born, our éfhowing God knew which one of the twins was
the founder of His absen covenant nation (Israel). He also knew which
one of the twins was the founder of the Edomite nation, the nation which
would eventually end up serving His chosen people. However, God did
not establish His Abrahamic covenant with Jacob and his deusnata
that time. As you saw earlier in the series, God set His love upon the
Israelites and made His covenant choice known to Jacob when he was
grown and on his way to Haran.

TS0~

Esauds descendants, the Edomites, turned
people. Consequently, it was partly because of the wicked deeds that
they perpetrated upon Godbés covenant peopl
hate them, destroy them and make them no promise of future mercy.
Any good Bible encyclopedia or Bible dictionary will bagk what | just
said regarding the Edomitesd wickedness, t
God making no allowances for their forgiveness.

One particular incident which reveals the type of wicked behavior
that characterizes the Edomites and whichispartyesr s i bl e f or Godos
hatred of that nation is recorded in the book of Numbers. The incident |
am referring to took place soon after God ¢
That fact alone made the whole episode extremely sad since the Israelites
were still unsettléd and therefore must have felt extremely vulnerable.

Esauods descendant s on t he ot her hand,
established as a nation in the land of Edom (or Mount Seir). They were
ruled by a monarchical form of government. Thus, it was to the king of
Edom that the Israelites presented their petition for safe passage through
Edomite territory.

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



165

Keep in mind that the Edomites and Israelites were related to each
other. They had the same forefathers, namely Abraham and Isaac. The
Edomites were alsoawaréo | srael 6s four hundred years
oppression and their miraculous deliverance from Egypt by the hand of
God. It was because of those two points that the Israelites naturally
assumed that the Edomites would respond kindly to their needyt,pligh
grant their request and mercifully extend to them safe passage through
their land. But as you will read in the subsequent verses, neither
kindness nor mercy was what Israel received at their hands.

Numbers 20:121 (The Amplified Bible.)

14 And Mosessent messengers from Kadesh to the
King of Edom saying, Thus says your kinsman Israel:
You know all the adversity and birth pangs that have
come upon us [as a nation]:

130w our fathers went down to Egypt; we dwelt there a
long time, and the Egyptians deavilly with us and our
fathers.

16yt when we cried to the Lord, He heard us and sent
an angel and brought us forth out of Egypt. Now

0

behold, we are in Kadesh, a city on youl

17 et us pass, | pray you, through your country. We will

not pass through field or vineyard, or drink of the water

of the wells. We wi | | go along the
will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we

have passed your borders.

18t Edom said to him, You shall not go through, lest
| come out against you with the sword.

19nd the Israelites said to him, We will go by the
highway, and if I and my livestock drink of your water, |
will pay for it. Only let me pass through on foot, nothing
else.

208yt Edom said, You shall not go through.And
Edom came out against Israel with many people and a
strong hand.

21Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through
his territory, so Israel turned away from him.

Had their hearts been right, the Edomites could have used their
strategic advantage forogd. They could have used their position to
advance Godds purpose for selecting the
hatred of |l srael, they <c¢chose to oppos
bl ocking the Israelitesd access to the
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for the spiritual aspect of the situation. Neither did they give any thought
to the consequences of their sinful actions. To put it bluntly, they

exhibited the same character defects that their forefather and founder,
Esau, had displayed.

You will recall that Esau lived only for the present. He proved that
he cared nothing for spiritual things when he impulsively and
thoughtlessly sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil stew. By so doing,
Esau relinquished his position as future spiritual head of theehold.

Li kewi se by t heir actions, Esaubs descel
sacred Abrahamic covenant and Godds chosen
insignificant compared to the momentary gratification that the immediate
situation afforded them. You see, they &vep absorbed in their hatred
of Israel that they took more pleasure in slighting and injuring the
Israelites than they did in doing right and pleasing the God of their
forefathers, Abraham and Esau. They had cultivated animosity, hate and
anger until thig all-consuming hatred had turned them into unmerciful,
irrational brutes and put them in opposition to God and His word.

You wi ||l recall that part of Godbds predioc
and Jacob (Israel) in Genesis 25:23 reddé,t he one peopl e shall
stronger than t KHumbest2hld®t reeadsahatitheée . 0
nation of Edom was indeed stronger than the nation of Israel. Verse
twenty of that text readd) ¢ And Edom came out against | s

many people and strong hand 0

Since the Isrdites were not a walike people and were therefore no
t hreat t o Edom, there was absolutely no ex
aggressive behavior. At that time, the descendants of Esau had an
opportunity to use their superior strength to defend and aidGod ¢ h 0 s e n
people and in doing so promote Godds wildl
However, they chose instead to do the opposite. They sinned against
God and Goddébs chosen peopl e, |l srael . The
strength in a totally derogative mamneThey used their physical might
to oppose Godds will and purpose.

T TOO T~

To this point, you have only seen a glimpse of why, in Malachi
1:35, God stated that He hated the descendants of Esau, that He would
destroy them, and that He would nevease being angry with them.
Therefore, in order to provide you with a
for making such statements, we wi || contir
treacherous behavior throughout the annals of Bible history.
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It was approximately fouhundr ed years after Edomébs P2

confrontation with | srael before Esauds de:
in the Bible. Nevertheless, the following text leaves no doubt that those

four hundred years had not in the I east <c¢ch
Israel . Edom remained |Israelés staunch enem
a stop to Edombés continual raiding of the F
out to do battle with Esaubds descendant s.

| Samuel 14:448 (The Amplified Bible.)

4\When Saul took over the kiom of Israel, he fought
against all his enemies on every side: Moab, the
Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the
Philistines. Wherever he turned, he made it worse for
them.

484e did valiantly and smote the Amalekites, and
delivered Israel out of He hands of those who
plundered them.

Notice the highlighted portions of the previous verses. As well as
accentuating the worflIEdom,0 | also accented the portiothat reads,
fiHe did valiantly and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of
the hamds of those who plundered themd | stressed those points
because they are the fulfillment of part of the inspired prophetic blessing
that Isaac placed upon Esau in Genesis 27:40.

There is a footnote for Genesis 27:41Time Amplified Biblevhich
informs us thatthe Amalekites (mentioned in | Samuel 14:48)
were also descendants of EsauAs a matter of fact, if you read Genesis
36:16, you will see that Amalek was the grandson of Esau and one of the
tribal chiefs of Edom. My next point will showoy why that
information is so important to the present study.

You will recall that part of the prophetic blessing that Isaac gave to
Esau wa s t hat Esauds descendant s woul d I
plundering other nations. Isaac predict@ind by thy swordshalt thou
liveé .0 (Genesis 27:4King James Version | Samuel 14:4°A8 leaves

no doubt t hat | saacbs prophecy did come t
descendants I|live by the sword, but they e
chosen nation, Israel. Sadly, the Edemt6 acti ons again proved
they cared nothing for Godds name or Godods
Godds chosen covenant peopl e. They were wi
Furthermore, they were totally absorbed in

covenant peopldsrael.

TS0~

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



16¢

Mo s t Bi ble scholars agree that the Edomit
stemmed from the conflict that arose between the founders of both their
nations (that is, the founders, Jacob and Esau). However, Bible teachers
have failed to educate the€m ch regarding the fact that t
hatred of Israel was totally unfounded. Therefore, let me take a few
moments to correct their unintentional yet harmful neglect by showing
you that there was no rational basis for
toward Israel.

(1) Neither Esau nor his descendants were deprived of their intended
position because Jacob ended up with the el
as you now know, the predicted roles that Edom and Israel were destined
to perform during a certain sgiied future period had been foretold
before the founders of either nation were born. God had informed
Rebeccafiét he el der s hal |Thesetorevleretvdse younger . 0
absolutely no way that those roles could have been reversed. Neither the
Edomitesnor t he | sraelites had any <control OV E
choice was Gododos al one. Edicédm nwoul d be in
order further to carryouGo d 6 s U r psoed efRonhanso9rill, o
The Amplified Bibl§ Since the twins were yet unbomdahad done no

good or evil, in this instpupese, the emphas
of selection (that is, Godobés purpose for s

the other to be served) rather than who He selected. And as you now

k now, pGrpodedos selecting Israel to be served by the nation of

Edom was to promote His Abrahamic covenant through the nation of

Israel. Therefore, when blessing his son Esau, Isaac was compelled by

the spirit of God to prophetically confirn
252 3. In this case, in order to carry out
nations were selected. One nation was called to serve and the other was

called to be served.

The fact i s that it hee ¢heE dldemids® f ounder was
could never have swappethpes with the Israelites. They could never
have altered their fate regarding the servitude issue. In Genesis 25:23
God had predicted exactly how the future would turn out and no man
could have undone that which God had foretold. In order furthery car

out His own purpose, God had statédgt he el der shall serve
y 0 u n g 8a as ou can see, neither Esau nor his descendants, the
Edomites, had anything stolen from them as

Therefore, they had absolutely no reason to dmgry with his
descendants, the Israelites.

(2) | f the Edomitesd6 cycle of hatred wa
|l sraelites because of Esaubds hatred of J ac
t hen agai n, t heir hatred was unjusti fied.

really the result of his dissatisfaction with the contents of the prophetic
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blessing that Isaac had placed upon him. Esau blamed Jacob for the

servitude that Isaac had prophetically pronounced upon his descendants

(Edom). Esau did not want his future descendéotsing down in

servitude to his brotherdés future descenda
hatred of Jacob was unjustified. For Isaac was simply confirming that

which God had already told to Rebecca before the twins were even born,

féthe el der yohalglers&r ve t he

Even i f Esau had made it back in time toc
bl essing, | saacd6s words over him would hav
than those inspired words which he spoke over Jacob. The bottom line is
that one way or the other, the samesult would have been achieved.

You see, things had to turn out just as they did because, before the twins
were born, God had already foretold how things would be. And, God
always speaks the truth.

With the insight you noamgnpworgss es s, read ca
in theHoly Bible, King James Versiorirhen you will understand all that
I have said regarding Esauds anger resul tir
prophetic announcement of servitude that Isaac had pronounced upon his
descendants, the natiohEdom.

Genesis 27:41 (King James Version.)

41and Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing
wherewith his father blessed himand Esau said in his
heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand;
then will | slay my brother Jacob.

(3) Jacob and Esaeventually made peace. They wept on each
ot herds shoul ders. When, after their reu
parted, there was absolutely no animosity, hostility or problems of any
kind between them. Each had apparently accepted the foretold
Godordained roles that their future descend
overall plan. Therefore, since no bad feelings existed between the two
brother s, there remained no hostility or h
fiery family feud. The fact is that eventéa when Esau moved away
from Jacob and Canaan, his decision to leave the Promised Land was not
based on nor the result of sibling strife.
Canaan was based solely on his own need to provide adequate grazing
land for his animis. See this for yourself in the following text.

Genesis 36:@ (The Amplified Bible.

6Now Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and
all the members of his household, his cattle, all his
beasts, and all his possessions which he had obtained in
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the land of Canaan, and he went into a land away from
his brother Jacob.

TFor their great flocks and herds and possessions
[which they had collected] made it impossible for them
to dwell together; the land in which they were strangers
could not support thefmecause of their livestock.

830 Esau dwelt in the hill country of Seir; Esau is Edom.

The Edomites had obviously contrived reasons to hate Israel out of
the wicked imaginations of their own hearts. Thus, we are forced to
assume it was really the truth Gbdd spoken to Rebekah and that Isaac
later prophetically confirmed that they really hated. Under no
circumstances were the Edomites willing to
will in the area of their being subservient to Israel. However, the
innocent Israei t es were the ones who took the th
di scontentment with Goddés word. The Edomi
anger , frustration and di ssatisfacti on Wi
innocent chosen covenant people. Yet, however twisted thiginai,
the Edomites convinced themselves that they had every reason to
continue to hate and harass Godds chosen pe

m

In time, by the hand of God, David did acquire for Israel temporary
relief from Edombés hostil illmentof That relief
Godbés word to Rebekah and segments of the i
that Isaac had given to Jacob and Esau.

(1) God informed Rebekah in Genesis 25:83¢ t he el der shal l
serve the younger. o

(2) |l saac confirmed Gtlessiogsupowor d t o Rebek
Jacob in Genesis 27:2%..be lord over thy brethren, and let thy
mothedss sons bow down to theeé. o

( 3) Agai n, |l saac confirmed Goddés word to
when he said to Esaé,Be ho | d, I have made him thy 1| or
brethen have | gi v en anhdoalsthim Geneki®27:40s er vant s; 0O
AiAnd by thy sword shalt thou I|ive, and shal

Esauds descendants were destined to ser)
Thus, Godobés prediction eventidally came to
The Edomites became the servants of the Israelites, ushering in the
previously menti oned temporary peri od of
harassment and hostilities that Israel so desperately needed.
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Il Samuel 8:1314 (The Amplified Bible.)

13pavid won renow. When he returned he slew 18,000
Edomites in the Valley of Salt.

141e put garrisons throughout all Edomand all the
Edomites became his servanténd the Lord preserved
and gave victory to [him] wherever he went.

The Edomite t hordnbeen pulled sut. Hewedes f | es h ha

Goddés intervention in that sitwuation invol:"
comfort and security. It involved God carrying out His purpose of
el ection. The nation of | srael had been

covenant with AbrahamAnd, God had made it known to Rebekah that

the Edomites would be used to help Israel accomplish His purpose in that

area. And that, my friend, is why God predictéecdé t he el der shall serve
the younger . 0

The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Biblader the

heading AEdomd gives you insight into exac
fit into Godds plan at the time of their
fulfilled Goddéds word to Rebekah and | saaco:
two sons, but they also had aparn  f ul fi Il Il i ng Goddés word t

Solomon regarding the material wealth that God promised to give to him.

The subjugation of Edom marked
an important stage of economic growth
of the kingdom under Solomon, for not
merely did he secure control of the rich
caavan trade by this means, but also
made possible the exploitation of the
copper and iron mines of the territo

I think the previous brief excerpt prove
Edom and subsequently bringing the Edomites into the prophesied
servitude [ | Samuel 8:14) pl ayed a much | arger
plan than merely providing Israel with a measure of relief. And that is
why once God had used the Edomitesd forced
His purpose of election (that is, to promote His Alaraic covenant
through His chosen peopl e, the Israelites)
prophetic blessing concerning Esauds desce
recall that Isaac prophesied over Es@Algit shall come to pass when
thou shalt have the dominiorthat thou shalt break his yoke from off
thy neck o(Genesis 27:40.) In the following text, you will see that in
time the yoke of servitude which 1 srael h a
was indeed broken.
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Il Kings 8:2022 (The Amplified Bible.)

20 his days, Edom revolted from the rule of Judah and
set up a king over themselves.

2150 Jehoram [of Judah] went over to Zair with all his
chariots. He and his chariot commanders rose up by
night and slew the Edomites who had surrounded them;
and [escaping] his amy fled home.

2250 Edom revolted from the rule of Judah to this day.
Then Libnah revolted at the same time.

OO ~

1 Kings 8:22 is proof t hat |l saacob6s bl
indeed come true. As prophesied, Esauds
servitwle that Israel had put upon their neck. However, after they were

free, Edomés hatred of | srael persisted.
pl easure in taking advantage of | srael 0s
opportunities to shed hoobirg times ofod of Godobs
cal amity. They actually enjoyed watching
A glimpse of Edomdés mistreatment of |1srael

text. We will read the first eleven verses of that text fiime Living
Bible.

If you want b see what the face of real prejudice looks like, then fix
your attention on the evil character of Edom (also known as Mount Seir).
You will then understand why God hated Esau (Edom) and why He
swore that He would never stop being angry with that nation

Ezekiel 35:115 (The Living Bible.)

1Again a message came from the Lord. He said:

2S0n of dust, face towardount Seir and prophesy
against the people saying;

3The Lord God says: | am against you and | will smash
you with my fist and utterly destroy you.

4,98ecause you hate my people Israel, | will demolish
your cities and make you desolatand then you shall

know | am the Lord.You butchered my people when
they were helpless, when | had punished them for all

Bas | live, the Lord God saysince you enjoy blood so
much, | will give you a blood bathyour turn has come!
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) will utterly wipe out the people of Mount Seir, killing
off all those who try to escape and all those who return.

8 will fill your mountains with the deddyour hills,
your valleys and your rivers will be filled with those the
sword has killed.

ONever again will you revive. You will be abandoned
forever; your cities will never be rebuilt. Then you shall
know | am the Lord.

10 ot you said, 0Bot h Inser ael and Judah s

We will take possession of them. What do we care that
God is there! o

1lTherefore as | live, the Lord God saysyill pay back
your angry deeds with mir@ | will punish you for all

your acts of envy and of hate And | will honor my
name in Israel byhat | do to you.

Consider t he Edomit esé hei nous cr
recorded in the previous verses.

Verses four_and fiveinform you that Mount Seir (the Edomites)
hated Godés people so much that they
were hepless.

Verse sixlets you know that the Edomites enjoyed spilling the blood
of Godds covenant peopl e.

Verse tentells you that the Edomites actually boasted how they
would steal the Promised Land, the land that God had sworn by Himself
would belong to Isral forever, and keep it for themselves.

Verse elevenshows you why God stated in Malachi 1:3 that He
hated Esau (that is, why God stated that He hated the nation that Esau
founded). In verse eleverizod foretold that He would repay the
Edomi t es 6 s hyireating theamansexactly the same way that
they had treated Israel. Thus, because the Edomites hated Israel,
God hated them. Mor eover, because
| srael was unending, so Goddbés anger
Yes, God haed Esau (Edom) in the same way that Edom had hated
His chosen people.

Because the contents of verse eleven is so important, let us also read
that verse fronThe Amplified Bible

11Therefore, as | live, says the Lord Gddwill deal
with you according tathe anger and envy you showed
because of your enmity for themand | will make
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Myself known among them [as He Who will judge and
punish] when | judge and punish you.

Verse eleven iThe New International Versiaeads:

Therefore as surely as | live, dares the Sovereign
Lord, | will treat you in accordance with the anger and
jealousy you showed in your hatred of them...

You might we |l | ask, AfBut , why was God©és
severe? | realize that the Edomites did horrible things to Isradbibut
that matter, so did Israeldéds other neighbor
them. Neither did God say that He would never stop being angry with
any of the other nations that surrounded | s

My friend, when you read verses ten and eleven togetfr,

guickly realize that the Edomites6é sin aga
reason for hating and destroying their nat
sin against God Himself that made them God
them abhorrent in His sight. Youesethe Edomites knew that God

actually dwelt among His covenant people. And yet, they still made their

wicked plans to destroy Gododés speci al peop
Godbés Holy Land (Godbdés dwelling place).

Read again verses ten and eleven for selfirand you will see the
Edomi tesd sin against God Al mighty and Goc
for their arrogant and blasphemous behavior.

Ezekiel 35:1011 (The Living Bible.)

0% For you said, 6Both Israel and Judah
We will take possession tifem. What do we care that
God is there!d

LTherefore as | live, the Lord God says, | will pay back
your angry deeds with miéd will punish you for all
your acts of envy and of hate. And | will honor my name
in Israel by what | do to you.

In Ezekiel 3510-11, God leaves no doubt as to why He hated these
despicable, blasphemous people, the Edomites. God gives further
clarification of His reasons for hating Edom in the next four verses of
Ezekiel chapter thirty i v e . There, GodomatngVor d shows yol
Israel, Edom automatically hated God too. For, as you know, God had
established His covenant with the Israelites. He had set them apart for
His own purpose. God needed the elect (the Israelites) to help Him keep
the promises that He had swornAbraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moreover,
God loved the Israelites with an everlasting lodeh u s | Edomdés hatred
and abusive words against Israel were really directed toward God.
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And worst of all, with his mouth Edom deliberately blasphemed God
Almighty.

Ezekel 35:1214 (The Amplified Bible.)

12and you shalt know, understand, and realize that | am
the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty

and obedient service], and that | have heard all your

revilings and scornful speeches that you have uttered
against the mountains of Israel, saying, They are laid
waste and desolate; they are given to us to devour.

13Thus you have boasted and magnified yourselves
against Me with your mouth, multiplying your words
against Me: | have heard it.

Thus says the lkkd God; While the whole earth
rejoices, | will make you a waste and desolation.

Can there be any doubt as to why God hated the descendants of
Esau? They not only spoke evil against Israel, but they also blasphemed
God Almighty. They boasted great wordgamst Him. They even

threatened to steal the land that God had sworn by a solemn covenant to

give to Israel forever. The Edomites (Mount Seir) stood in opposition to

Godbés word and Godods will and purpose

They openly exHiited hatred for God and everything He stood for. And
that is why God hated thenGod did not hate the unborn twin Esau.
No! God hated his evil, blasphemous, disrespectful, greedy,
detestable descendants.

God hated the Edomites so much that He foretiodd just as they
had rejoiced over |l srael 6s ruin,
fate. Furthermore, God predicted that the whole world would rejoice
with Him over their deserved destruction. All Edom rejoiced over
|l srael 6s cal @hus, talytheawvortl wauld irejoice over
Edomés ruin. To show you what |
fifteen fromThe Living Bible

Ezekiel 35:1415 (The Living Bible.)

14The whole world will rejoice when | make you
desolate.

L5vou rejoiced at s r ael 6s  fear f ul fate.
rejoice at yours You will be wiped out, O people of

Mount Seir and all who live in Edom! And then you will

know | am the Lord!

me an, [

When you consider what the Edomites di

chosen <covenanand apckeavenlthe HolyGityddd &od,|
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Jerusalem, you can understand why the Lord made reference to all
peoples rejoicing at their destruction.

Anot her Bi ble reference that vividly des
behavior is the whole book of Obadiah. We will remdly a part of the
prophet Obadiahés i nspi Medmgdgiflear i fi cation o
Bible. However, | hope that you will take the time later to read the
whole book of Obadiah.

Obadiah 1:1014 (The Amplified Bible.)

10For the violence you did agairs/our brother Jacob
shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever.

Notice that God said to the whole nationof EdénE or t he Vvi ol ence
you did againsyour brother Jacolk . dnce again, God was referring
to Esaubds descendmrmhdsthe {ivlemee thatdheyi on o f Edo
had committed against Jacobds descendant s (
the twin, had died long before the previously mentioned violence against
His descendants had taken place. So, it is obvious that God was not
speaking bthe Edomites doing violence to Jacob. No! As | have already
stated, God was referring to the violence
against the nation that Jacob founded.

11on the day that you stood aloof [from your brother
Jacobd on the day that strangsitook captive his forces
and carried off his wealth, and foreigners entered into
his gates and cast lots for Jerusafeyou were even as
one of them.

125 y ¢ you should not have gloated over
day, the day when his misfortune came and he was mad

a stranger; you should not have rejoiced over the sons of

Judah in the day of their ruin; you should not have

spoken arrogantly in the day of their distress.

13you should not have entered the gate of My people in
the day of their calamity and ruin; yegou should not
have looked [with delight] on their misery in the day of
their calamity and ruin, and not have reached after their
army and their possessions in the day of their calamity
and ruin.

14And you should not have stood at the crossway to cut
off those of Judah who escaped, neither should you have
delivered up those [of Judah] who remained in the day
of distress.
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Are you aware that Esaubdbs descendant s, t h
in seeing Gododés Holy City, Jerusal em, l eve
know that they verbally yelled out that desire when Jerusalem was
invaded by her other enemies? | know your heart will be saddened and
appalled as you read Davidodéds words in the n

Psalm 137:7 (The Amplified Bible.)

’Remember, O Lord, against ¢hEdomites, that they
said in the day of Jerusalembdéds fall, Do
ground with her!

You shoul d now wunderstand why, when s p
punishment, God said in Ezekiel 357e Living Bible iNever again
will you revive. You will be abandoreforever; your cities will never
be r elpun Hzekiél.35:11, God had warned that He would do to
Edom what she did to His chosen people, Israel. And God always keeps
His word. The Edomites had said, tear down Jerusalem to the ground.
So, God paidiem back by throwing Edom to the ground.

Is it any wonder that God said He hated Esau (Edom) and that He
would never cease to be angry with the Edomites? Is it any wonder that
God made Edom no promise of mercy for the end of time? And, is it any
wonderhat Goddés puni shment of Edom was so ext
final? No! Itis not!

The next two texts describe the punishment that Edom received.
Godbés prophetic description is explicit an
no amplification. So read the foWing details for yourself, and as you
do, keep in mind the terrible blasphemies and atrocities that Edom
committed against God and His chosen covenant people. These reports
are taken fronThe Living Bible.

Isaiah 34:517 (The Living Bible.)

SAnd when ny sword has finished its work in the
heavens, then watchfor it will fall upon Edom, the
people | have doomed

6The sword of the Lord is sated with blood; it is gorged
with flesh as though used for slaying lambs and goats for
sacrifice. For the Lord wilslay a great sacrifice in
Edom and make a mighty slaughter there.

The strongest will perish, young boys and veterans too.
The land will be soaked with blood, and the soil made
rich with fat.

8For it is the day of vengeance, the year of recompense
for what Edom has done to Israel.
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%The streams of Edom will be filled with burning pitch,
and the ground will be covered with fire.

107his judgment on Edom will never end. Its smoke will
rise up forever. The land will lie deserted from
generation to generitn; no one will live there
anymore.

LlThere the hawks and porcupines will live, and owls
and ravens.For God will observe that land and find it
worthy of destruction. He will test its nobles and find
them worthy of death.

12t will be caflNothimy @ndhse Land o
princes soon will all be gone.

13Thorns will overrun the palaces, and nettles will grow
in its forts, and it will become the haunt of jackals and a
home for ostriches.

14The wild animals of the desert will mingle there with
wolves andhyenas. Their howls will fill the night.
There the nightnonsters will scream at each other, and
the demons will come there to rest.

15There the owl will make her nest and lay her eggs and
hatch her young and nestle them beneath her wings, and
the kiteswill come, each one with its mate.

As you read the next texteep in mind that Bozrah was a city in
Edom.

Jeremiah 49:722 (The Living Bible.)

"The Lord of Hosts says: Where are all your wise men
of days gone by? Is there not one left in all of Teman?

8Flee to the remotest part of the desert, O people of
Dedan; for when I puniskdom, | will punish you!

9,10rhose who gather grapes leave a few for the poor,

and even thieves donot take everything,
bare the land of Esay and there will beno place to

hide. Her children, her brothers, her neighbdrall will

be destroyedl and she herself will perish too.

11(But I will preserve your fatherless children who
remain, and let your widows depend upon me.)

12The Lord said to Edom: If the innocenusn suffer,
how much more must you! You shall not go unpunished!
You must drink this cup of judgment!
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13For | have sworn by my own name, says the Lord,
that Bozrah shall become heaps of ruins, cursed and
mocked; and her cities shall be eternal wastes.

14 have heard this message from the Lord: He has sent
a messenger to call the nations to form a coalition
against Edom and destroy her.

13 will make her weak among the nations and despised
by all, says the Lord.

16you have been fooled by your fame andr ymnide,
living there in the mountains of Petra, in the clefts of the
rocks. But though you live among the peaks with the
eagles, | will bring you down, says the Lord.

17The fate of Edom will be horrible: all who go by will
be appalled, and gasp at theghi.

18your cities will become as silent as Sodom and
Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, says the Lord.
No one will live there anymore.

19 will send against them one who will come like a lion

from the wilds of Jordan stalking the sheep in the fold.

Suddenly Edom shall be destroyed, and | will appoint

over the Edomites the person of my choice. For who is
like me and who can call me to account?

20what shepherd can defy me? Take note: The Lord
will certainly do this to Edom and also the People of
Temar® even little children will be dragged away as
slaves! It will be a shocking thing to see.

2lThe earth shakes with the noise of Edo
of the people is heard as far away as the Red Sea.

22The one who will come will fly as swift as a vulture
and will spread his wings against Bozrah. Then the
courage of the mightiest warriors will disappear like
that of women in labor.

There is an enlightening footnote for Jeremiah 49:13The
Amplified Bible It reads as such:

How except by divine inspiratiocould

the prophets have foretold that Edol
desolation would be perpetual? After

2,500 years the statement is so literally

true that in the land of Edom, where

millions once lived, there are only a few

people barely existing, and the land is in
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ruins. For there was no prophecy that

Edom would recover #fAin the | atter da
(Jer. 48:47), as was predicted for Moab

and Ammon, dbesalationkvdso mo s

to be lasting. The short book of

Obadiah presents an interesting further

clarification otis God 6 s reason for
exceptional treatment of Edomé

Surely there can be no doubt remaining in your mind as to why God
stated that He hated Esau (that is, why God stated that He hated the
descendants of Esau). And surely you agre
was justifiedeven as His never ending anger is completely justified.

Oh, my friend, open your spiritual eyes and see the truth. For just as
surely as the Scriptures reveal why God loves the descendants of Jacob
(Israel), so they also reveal why He hated the wickextetedants of
Esau (Edom). God did not show unfair favoritism nor was He prejudiced
in His dealings with the twin sons of Isaac. When the twins were in their
mot her ds wo mb, God simply made a predictio
one twin would serve the destants of the other in order to further His
own will and purpose on the earth. Furthermore, God did not show
partiality or prejudice in making His choice known to Jacob as he

traveled to Har an. Godds motives were pur ¢
covenantwith Abraham and Isaac. So, in order to keep His word, He
established Hi s covenant wi t h one of |l saa

Yes, God loved and chose Jacob.

Because you have the inspired Scriptures, you are able to see with
hindsi ght t h e predictordto Rebekeh th& thd dation of
Edom would serve the nation of Israel. You are also able to see with
hindsight Gododés wisdom in making His coven:
as he journeyed to Haran. Whereas, it was with foresight that God made
His prediction to Rebekah that the Edomites would serve the Israelites.
It was also with foresight that God later made known His covenant
choice to Jacob as he traveled to Haran.

Though at times the descendants of Jacob have done very wickedly,
your being ale to view Bible history with hindsight should convince you
that the Israelites were still the better candidate to help God keep His
promises to Abraham and thus fulfill His plan for all mankind. On the
ot her hand, t he Edomi t egevdaledcoh the act er , whi ch
pages of His Word, makes it clear to any intelligent reader that the
Edomite nation was not the best prospect for the job. After all, you saw
for yourself in the previous Scriptures the
have aided God in fulfing His overall plan. Rather, the Edomites
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would have worked to try to defeat Godbs wi
as they did in those recorded instances that you studied earlier.

| ask you, my friend, with the knowledge you now possess, if you
werei n Gododés shoes and you yourself were fac
decision that God was faced with, which nation would you choose to
help you accomplish your purpose for all mankind? Would you choose
Edom or Israel? You would of course choose Israel. Hespite
|l srael 6s failings and the fact t hat i ke |
undeserving of Godbs covenant |l ove and
foreknowledge, you would know that Israel was still the better candidate
for the job.

OO~

Goddés reasonsatf oEspuesgli desogndants woul d
servitude to Jacobdés descendants should nc
Before the twins were born, God predicted that Esau (that is, the nation
of Edom) would serve Jacob (Israel) in order to further His own purpose.

Furthrermore, God made that prediction because He did not want the

descendants of either nation trying to take credit for what He would bring

to pass. (Isaiah 460, Isaiah 48:8.) Thus, as | said earlier, unlike

those who practice that EJom voull serve Godods deci si
| srael was not antagonistic in design or e
judgment was reasonable. Yes, His judgment was formed with

knowledge and made only after careful examination of all the facts.

Goddbés predict i orighteoua and undetiably bvisee d | 'y
We should praise God for making and fulfilling such an intelligent,
logical, practical, thoughtful and merciful prediction. Yes, we should
praise God for making a prediction that would inevitably help to clear
His name, fifill His promise to Abraham and eventually benefit all
mankind. Praise be to our-&howing, allwise, wonderful God! Praise
Him because His reasons (that is, His motives behind His prediction to
Rebekah) were altogether good and right.

O~
You now havei nsi ght into Goddéds purpose for | ov
the founder of the Israelite nation and his descendants, the Israelites, as
Jacob traveled to Haran. Godbés objective

to His friend, Abraham. God did not hate Esau or Bscdndants when

He chose and set His love upon Jacob and his descendants. God never

hated Esau the individual. Furthermore, it was hundreds of years after

Esauds death that God developed hatred for
founded (that is, for Edom).

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com



182

You were also given a glimpse of Godbs r
prediction to Rebekah in Genesis 25:23. It is obvious that God
considered all the facts. He took into consideration the future characters
of both nations struggl though atitmmst Rebekahds wi
point, neither nation was any more worthy or deserving than the other,
knowing all things, God saw that as difficult as it would be, He could
better accomplish His future purpose for all mankind by predicting that
Esauds descesrdaret sJ]awmblds descendant s rat h
other way around. God simply predicted that He would bring some good
out of a bad situation.

As | said earlier, we are able to see t he
to Rebekah with hindsight whereas God, beingkiatiwing, made His
prediction using foresight. For, though neither the Edomites nor the
Israelites had to that point done any evil or good works to bring about
Godbés prediction, God knew what the future
descendants would turn owtlbe a cruel, rebellious, wicked people.

Last but not least, you now understand why God made the statement,
fil_hated Esau .0 I n Deuteronomy 7:repdys Moses said
those who hate Him to their face, by destroying them; He will not be
slack to Himwho hates Him, but will requite him to hisfate. God kep't
Hi s Word in Deuteronomy 7:10. He repaid
same hatred and conduct that they had expressed toward Him by hating
His chosen people, rejoicing in their calamity, sheddimgjrtblood,
making plans to steal their land and experiencing delight over the fall of
Jerusalem. Most of all, God repaid them for their blasphemy and hatred
against Him and their attempts to defeat His purpose and desire for all
mankind.

The end result as that the wickedness and devastation that, in their
hatred, the Edomites planned for Israel was turned back upon their own
heads. God repaid Edom tit for tat, deed for deed, hatred for hatred.
God continued His punishment until the nation of Edom wisriy
destroyed, never to rise again.

Af ter seeing a glimpse of Edomdés wicked
rather God have chosen and loved the Edomite nation instead of the
nation of Israel? Of course you would not! The Edomites were wicked
through and through Did you know that the wicked d
descendants are even recorded in the gospels? For example, King Herod
the Great was one of Esaubds descendant s. F
(that is, he was the son of an Edomite). Edumea is Greek for.Edom

You will recall that it was King Herod who murdered, in Bethlehem,
all Israelite infants two years old and under. Yes, it was an Edomite, a
descendant of Esau, whom Satan used to try to murder the Messiah. It
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was a wicked Edomite whom Satan used in &ttempt to kill Yeshua
before He could reach adulthood and accomplish that which He had
come to earth to do.

After the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, all traces of the
Edomites disappeared. Th#3inTh&odbés words i
Living Biblecametopassi The earth shakes with the nois
fall; the cry of the people is heard as far away as the Red BE#e one
who will come will fly as swift as a vulture and will spread his wings
against Bozrah. Then the courage of the mightiestvarriors will
disappear like that of women in lab@r Truly, the peoples of the earth
should not mourn over Edombés fate. Rat her
would do when He destroyed the nation of Edom (Ezekiel 355)4we
too should rejoice. We shoutde j oi ce over the fact that Goo
justice prevailed, and His word was fulfilled. Moreover, we should learn
a valuable | esson. We should | earn that t
people hurt the apple of Godbés eye.

On that note, it seems right e that | bring this portion of the
series to a close with a word of comfort and warning. In chapter nine,
you saw that for the sake of their forefathers, God loves the Jewish
people with an everlasting | ove. However,
people des not mean that God does not have the capacity to also love
you and me. Did not Yeshua Himself say in John 3Kifig James
Versioni For Go d the world tlav He djave His only begotten
Son, thatwhosoeverbelieveth in Him should not perish, buave
everlasting |ife.o

Nevertheless, as you have seen recorded in the Bible, because of His
promise to Abraham, God loves the Jewish people with a fixed or
unchanging love. So my friend, do not be like the wicked descendants of
Esau and t huwrsiencurDdGomndd@ts @¢ao harm to Godos
people. And, do not support those who try to harm Israel or those who
try to lay claim to the land that God swore would belong to Israel

forever. For the sake of the Lorddés name
leaint o | ove and support Godds chosen peopl
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Then, you will be truly blessed. For did not

God say in Genesis 12:8, | wi || bl ess those who bl ess yoc
prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him whrses or uses

insolent | angbage toward youé

Edom was cursed. But my friend, if you are righteous and wise,
you will make up your mind to be blessed.
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WHY DID GOD CHOOSE ABRAHAM?

AHow much better it is to get skill ful
than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen

rat her t han silver . o (Proverbs 16: 16,
Bible.)

The preceding ten chapters of this book contain an abundance of the
two godly qualities mentioned in the previous verse, Proverbs 16:16.
They conain priceless treasures of wisdom and understanding.
However, the treasury door is still wide open. So, | encourage you to
stay alert as you again pass through it. For you must do your best to get
the remaining wisdom and understanding that God hasdaayor you
in this series, wisdom and understanding that is better than gold and
silver.

Among many other truths, you now understand why God chose the
Jewish people. You know that God chose them in order to keep His
promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacdbe t , you may stil]l ask, i
now know why God chosebutAhyimthnea mds descenda
world did God choose Abraham in the first place? And why did God
make His sacred covenant with Abrahar? 6

By calling up portions of the prior chapters and conmgjnthat
knowledge with the information you will receive in this portion of the
series, you will certainly obtain the answer to the previous questions.
You will learn exactly why God chose Abraham. You will also learn
why God made His sacred covenanthwitbraham. However, in order
for you to acquire the first building block of understanding on that
subject, you must journey with me back in history to the time when God
created Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden of Eden.

As a result of my last gament, | am sure that many questions have
formed in your mind. Some of those questions mighfibe, bel i eve t hat
God created man, but can you tell me exactly why God created him?
Was man created to care for the animals that God had also created,
animalsover which man was given dominion? Was man created to be
the caretaker of the Garden of Eden?0o0 N o
created to do either of those things. Man was created for one purpose
and one purpose only. Man was created t o obey Goo
commandments
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Thank God that the true purpose of man o
outlined in the sacred Scriptures. And, thank God that you can read that
inspired definition for yourself. You can know the truth. After you have
read the next verse of Scripture,arte will ever again be able to deceive
you on that issue. You will know beyond doubt that men were created to
keep Gododés commandment s.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (The Amplified Bible.)

13l has been heard; the end of the matter Bear

God and keep His commamnakents, for this is the whole

of man [the full, original purpose of his creation, the

object of Godbés providence, the root o f
foundation of all happiness, the adjustment to all

inharmonious circumstances and conditions under the

sun] and thewhole [duty] for every man.

I do not think God could have made the content of that verse in
Ecclesiastes any clearer, doyod?h e f ul | original purpose of
creation is to fear God and keep His commandmentsMan could not
have been created to fillgreater or more glorious role. He was made
solely for Goddés good pleasur e, satisfacti
purpose for his existence is to serve and to please his Creator by keeping
Godds commands.

When Satan deceived Eve |jhenaw breaking Go
only caused man to fall into sin, he also robbed mankind of the ability,
power and desire to perform the purpose for their existence. From that
moment on, men floundered about like fish out of water. They were
spiritually helpless. They were werless to consistently do right.
Mankind could no longer function in the capacity that they had been
created to fill.

Now that you are aware that men were created for the sole purpose

of keeping Godbés commands, yofu have a bett
menodés f all from their duty to God. Since,
the breaking of Godos l aw (that i s, sin

commands), men ended up doing the exact opposite of what they were

created to do. Consequently, they no longerider ed t o wor k for God?®os
good pleasure, satisfaction and delight. Instead, they chose to do their

own will and pleasure which inevitably resulted in spiritual catastrophe.

To put it bluntly, man was ruined. He was spiritually impoverished.

Manwascomm@t el y under Satands control

To the outward eye, mands future | ooked t
there is no hopelessness with God. In His great wisdom, the Lord had
foreseen the previous happening. Therefor
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set in motion aremergency plan, a plan that would eventually restore

man to his original spiritual position.

strategy is revealed in His warning to
Genesis 3:145 (The Amplified Bible.)

14And the Lord God said tdhe serpentBecause you
have done this, you are cursed above all [domestic]
animals and above every [wild] living thing of the field;
upon your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust [and
what it contains] all the days of your life.

15And 1 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her Offspring; He will
bruise and tread your head underfoot, and you will lie
in wait and bruise His heel[Galatians 4:4.]

Bible scholars agree that in verse fifteen God was referring to the
Anointed One, the promised Messiah, whom | Peter 1:20 tells us was
chosen and ordained to conquer Satan before the foundation of the world.
In addition, The Amplified Biblgranslators have provided you with a
footnote for Genesis 3:15. That footnotads as such:

Christ fulfills through His victory over
Satan the wonderful promise here
spoken. See also Isa. 9:6; Matt. 1:23;
Luke 1:31; Rom. 16:20; Gal. 4:4; Rev.
12:17.

God foretold in Genesis 3:15 that the Christ would be born of a
woman and that Heawvul d conquer manbds enemy, t he

/
Sat a

de\

would bruise and tread Satands head underf

restore man to his former standing with God. Yes, the promised Messiah
would free men from sin. Furthermore, He would give men the ability
power and desire to overcome and conguer sin and thus remain free.

Free to do what ? Me n woul d remai n free t

pleasure, satisfaction and delight. They would remain free to do what
Ecclesiastes 12:13 informs you that men were orilgimaeated to dd
free tofi éfear God and keep His commandmeéts 0

The following New Testament reference verifies my last statement.

It proves beyond doubt that the Messiahos

works that Satan had done. You have already se€mpid 6 s Wor d what
Satands evi l wor ks wer e. He decei ved
commands. By doing so, Satan robbed men of the ability, power and

desire to accomplish the function that they had been created to perform.

Thus, t he Mes si astrys(thams, oundo) thosevevk t o d
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works of Satan by returning tmen the power and desire to once
again do what they were created to do.

I John 3:8 (The Amplified Bible.)

8[But] he who commits sin [who practices evildoing] is
of the devil [takes his elmacter from the evil one], for
the devil has sinned (violated the divine law) from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God was made
manifest (visible) was to undo (destroy, loosen, and
dissolve) the works the devil [has done].

As | sai d esamissian evas,to dgstray lihe @réviously
mentioned works of the devil and thus equip men to once again do what
they were created to do. Yeshua accomplished His mission. Through
His death, He provided everything men need to be free from sin and to
consistat |l y keep Godds commands. The foll owi:
glimpse of the power, ability and desire to do right that Yeshua extended
to mankind.

Philippians 2:13 (The Amplified Bible.)

1:"’[Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the

while effeatally at work in you [energizing and creating

in you the power and desire], both to will and to work
for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.

Let us get back on track now. The translatorshef Amplified Bible
have inserted an additional reface at the end of Genesis 3:15. They
point you to Galatians 4:4. As you read Galatians 4:4, you will again see
that | am right on target regarding the content of Genesis 3:15 referring
to the Messiah.

Galatians 4:4 (The Amplified Bible.)

4But when theproper time had fully come, God sent
His Son, born of a woman,born subject to [the
regulations of] the Law,

By now, | am sure you comprehend that the Messiah was the
foundation of the emergency plan that God
fall, the emergencylan that God first revealed in Genesis 3:15. Only
the allpowerful, altknowing, altrighteous and compassionate one true
God was capable of designing and implementing such an awesome,
selfless plan.

God knew that it would take Him thousands of yearsdmplete
such a complicated program. He also knew that the consistent
application of His strategy, spanning over those thousands of years,
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would exact from Him, the draftsman, an unfathomable degree of
patience, endurance and suffering. Nevertheletsy, ldE had carefully
examined all the facts, God determined that the end result would be
worth the tremendous sacrifices that He knew He would be forced to
make. | say that because, as you know, God did follow through with His
restoration plan despite itegative aspects that affected Him personally.

One of the previously mentioned negative aspects that affected God
over the long haul was the grief He continually experienced because of

manébés sin and rebellion. For exampl e,
have suffered before and during Noahoés t

became so wicked that God had no choice but to flood the earth and
destroy them.

Yet, even after God had admitted that He was sorry He had ever
created mankind, He still refused to abblis restoration plan. God
spared righteous Noah and his family. He allowed a remnant of eight
people to survive the flood in order that they might help Him bring to
pass His Word in Genesis 3:15. For, since God had foretold in the
previously mentionederse that the Messiah would be born of a woman,
it was necessary that He keep a remnant of the human race intact in order
to fulfill that prophecy.

The new beginning that men enjoyed after the flood did not change
their sinful hearts. As men multipliechey continued to pursue every
sort of evil. It was not long before the whole earth was again filled with
idol atry, mur der and corruption.
refused to give up the fight. In Genesis 3:15, He had foretold that the
Messiahwould be born a human being in order to conquer Satan and
thus return to men the power they needed to accomplish all that God had
originally created them to do, and God had no intention of retracting His
word. So what did God do? He simply shifted tonk&t phase of His
restoration plan.

OO T~

The mai n featur e of t he second
covenant. And since a covenant is a binding contract between two or
more persons, God needed a man with whom He could make that
agreement.

Finding the righ man to fill the previously mentioned role had to
have been a tremendous undertaking in itself. | say that because God had
to find a man who could meet His covenant partnership prerequisite.
The man God searched for had to possess certain characteesju&lor
instance, he had to be someone with enough courage and moral character
to uphold his end of the bargain. For, if at any time during his lifetime

Why Should Every Christian Pray For@Support Israel?
Copyright 1982, revised 2000 by Norma Duncan
Find complete, free books at lwcniceville.com

stage

i ma
me

of



18¢

that man failed to fulfill his role in the agreement, the contract would
automatically become inlid. Consequently, God would be loosed from
all obligation, and the completion of His restoration goal would be set

back. So, to a |l arge degree, the first pa
plan would be dependent on the man with whom He chose to tmake t
agreement.

Earlier in the series, you saw an example of why the completion of
the second portion of Gododés plan would hav
had not bound Himself by an unbreakable contract. You saw that being
tied to the Abrahamic covenant waoigction, not only for His chosen
people, but also, for God, Himself.

You will recall that the chosen people rebelliously broke the
covenant that they had made with God at Horeb. The Israelites sinned
against God by deliberately disobeying His commanidwey went so far
as to commit the sin of idolatry. They prostrated themselves before a

gol den cal f. God was so outraged by His p
the only thing that kept Him from eradicating them was His obligation to
the Abrahamic covenanEor , i f God had destroyed Abraha

descendants, men would have accused Him of reneging on His sworn
contract with Abraham, and His reputation would have been ruined.

There was, however, another advantage to God being bound by an
unbreakable coveant. Let me explain. You now know that God had to
fulfill His prophecy in Genesis 3:15. You also know that the Israelites
were chosen to help Him carry out His prophetic warning in that verse.
They were to be a holy najpuipose., a nation s
Through their seed (that is, through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob), the promised Messiah would one day be born, bruise and tread
Satanos head under foot, enabl e manki nd t o
created to do and thus completely fulfill Gé s warning to Satan.
Therefore, God being obligated to perform His part of a binding contract
gave Him added incentive to spare the nation of people that He needed
to help Him carry out His warning in Genesis 3:15.

The promised Messiah wasto bethekey manés sal vati on. He
to be the key to men eventually being restored to their original spiritual
position. And as | have repeatedly declared, God had to keep the
covenant race alive so that, at the appropriate time, the Messiah could
take on theiseed and thus fulfill His Word in Genesis 3:15.

Considering all the previous facts, it stands to reason that in order for
God to have furthered the covenant stage of His restoration plan, He
definitely needed a special kind of man with whom He could ntiage
previously mentioned agreement. God needed a man who would trust
Him implicitly. Most of all, He needed a man who possessed mature,
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l'iving faith (that i s, a man who woul
but who would obey it).

God found such a marnThe man was Abram, later called Abraham.
God immediately put Abraham to the test to see if he really would
believe and obey His commands. That test involved total trust, sacrifice
and obedience. God instructed Abraham to leave his own country, his
relat i ves and his fat her 6s house, and
promised to show him.

God assured Abraham that if he obeyed His commands, He would
greatly bless him. God also promised that through Abraham all the
families of the earth would be blesse@f course, God was speaking
about the peoples of the earth being blessed through the promised
Messi ah, t he Messiah who woul d cC ome
seed (that is, through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), the
Israelites.

It took a tremendouamount of living faith for Abraham to believe
and to act upon all that God had commanded and promised, but he did.
Abraham passed his first test with flying colors. He combined obedience

d not

go to

t hr ou

to Gododés commands with his fatith. Leaving

his wife, his nephew Lot, his servants and his belongings, he set off for
the Promised Land.

God must have been overjoyed with the way Abraham responded to
His commands. He had finally found a man who would trust and obey
Him, a man who would help Hirulfill His prophecy in Genesis 3:15, a
man who would help Him carry out His restoration plan, a man who
would be the father of the covenant nation through whom the promised
Messiah would come, a man who would enter into a sacred covenant
with Him and faihfully keep his end of the agreement.

The fact is that if God was going to help men recognize and once
again perform the full original purpose for their existence, He had to
have a man such as Abraham. God had to have a man with enough
staminatodowita was right in Godds sight.
was absolutely trustworthy, a man who would faithfully keep covenant.
For, only then would God be able to bring to pass all that He had
promised him in that covenant. And as you learned earlier, those
covenant promises were meant to eventually bless (save) all mankind.

God made His choice. God chose Abraham. God felt assured that
He could trust Abraham to help Him carry out His restoration plan.
However, if Abraham had failed his first test, if had refused to carry
out Goddés instructions to |l eave Ur of
made His covenant with him. For as you know, God had to have a
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faithful man (that is, God had to have a man who would be completely
faithful to His commands).

Abraham did not let God down. He victoriously passed his test.
Thus, when God saw how truly faithful Abraham was to His commands,
He proceeded with His restoration plan. Without a doubt, it was
Abrahamdébs obedience that mly érger i t possible
into an unbreakable covenant with him. See this for yourselhim
Living Bible paying special attention to the highlighted portion of verse
eight.

Nehemiah 9:8 (The Living Bible.)

7iYou are the Lord God who chose Abr am
him from Ur of the Chaldeans and renamed him
Abraham.

8When he was faithful to you, you made a_contract
with_him to forever give him and his descendants the
land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Jebusites, and Girgashites; and now you have ddred
you promised, for you are always true to your word.

Nehemiah 9:8 confirms the fact that it was only after God was
convinced that Abraham could be trusted to faithfully carry out His
instructions that He entered into a sacred covenant with him. &kerre
why Abrahamés obedience to Godds commands
restoration plan is because his obedience assured the validity of the
sacred contract that God had made with him. The fact is that obeying
Godbébs commands was Abr mhha codenants ol e responsi
The next verses which are taken fréime Living Bibldeave no doubt as
to Abrahamés covenant rol e.

Genesis 17:2 (The Living Bible.)

Iwhen Abram was ninetyine years old, God appeared
to him and told himfi | am t heobeéyimeandg ht vy ;
live as you should

2,34 will prepare a contract between yguaranteeing

to make you into a mighty nation. In fact you shall be

the father of not only one nation, but a multitude of

nations! 0 Abram fell face downward in
talked wih him.

The Holy Bible King James Versiomays,ii .| am the Almighty
God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect. And | will make My
covenant between Me and thee .Abraham immediately began to
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fulfill his part of the contract. His next act of obedieneas to obey

Godods instructions in verses nine through
As God had commanded, Abraham circumcised every male in his camp.

Before you study the next segment of this work, | strongly recommend

that you take thetimetoreadfprour sel f Godbés instructions i
17:91 4 . You may also want to read Abr ahamo:
Godbés commands-27) (Genesis 17:23

OO~

Inasmuch as you now have insight into the content of Genesis 3:15,
and since | just brought up the subjecttsEumcision, | want to take a
few moments to impart food for thought regarding the external ritual of
circumcision.

You are already aware that circumcision is a token or sign of the
covenant that God made with Abraham. But have you ever wondered
why God chose that particular ritual as the external sign of the
Abrahamic covenant? Why did God decide to put the sign of His
covenant in the foreskin of manods fl esh? ‘
external reminder of the covenant be put in a more exposedfptne
body so that it would be visible to all? Why did God choose to put the
sign of Hi s covenant with Abraham in the
body?

My friend, with the knowledge you now have, there is only one
answer that makes sense. So | willetak few moments to impart that
answer. You will recall that in Genesis 3:15, God told Satan that the
Messiah would be born a human being. That same verse iddlge

Bible, King James Versioneads,i And | wi || put enmity bet we
and the woman, anldetween thy seed armbr seed;it shall bruise thy

head, and thou shalt bruise his heel . 0

As a result of Godbés prediction in Genes

would be born a human being, Isaiah foretold that a virgin would
conceive and bear the promised Mahsi (Isaiah 7:14.) That virgin
would of course be a covenant descendant of Abraham through the line
of Isaac and Jacob. The following verse provides New Testament
verification for what | just shared with you regarding the Messiah taking
on Himself the sed of Abraham. Read that truth for yourself from both
theHoly Bible,King James VersioandThe Living Bible

Hebrews 2:16 (King James Version.)

16por verily he took not on him the nature of angéblst
he took on him the seed of Abraham
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Hebrews 2:16(The Living Bible.)

18we all know he did not come as an angel but as a
human being yes, a Jew.

Since the Messiah was destined to be born a human being, it made
perfect sense for God to put the sign of the covenant in the human organ
that is responsible fopropagating humankind. Furthermore, since the
Jews were the covenant seed of Abraham through whom the promised
Messiah would eventually be born, it made even more sense for God to
include the external ritual of circumcision in the Mosaic Law. For, the
Mosaic ritual of circumcision guaranteed that the sign of the covenant
would be engraved in the foreskin of every male organ that would have a
part in continuing to propagate the actual covenant race through whom
the Messiah would come.

There is no otherxternal part of the male body, other than the male
organ of copulation, that has anything to do with propagating human
kind. Think about it! Do the malebs ar ms
do with the propagation of Boman kind? D
nose have anything to do with the propagation of human kind? No! A
thousand times no! As | previously stated, only the male organ of
copulation has anything to do with the propagation of human kind.

Briefly, the plan was that with their organ of pedation, each
covenant Israelite male would continue to plant the holy covenant seed
of Abr aham. In order to fulfildl Genesi s 3
Abraham, the Messiah would eventually take on the seed of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob (that is, He wibide born a human being and a Jew).
He would conquer Satan and thus return to men the power and desire
they needed to fulfill the full original purpose of their creation. He
would bring blessing (salvation) to all the peoples of the earth.

I am sure yowvill agree that, considering all the facts, there was no
more | ogical or better external pl ace on nm
sign of t he covenant t han in the foreski
copulation. For, the male organ of copulation would be thieuiment
that would be used to plant the holy, covenant seed of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, the covenant race through whom the promised Messiah would
come.

God commanded that the external ritual of circumcision be
performed on every eiglitayold covenant nla descendant of
Abr aham, | saac and Jacob. Thus, each tin
executed and a Jewish male baby cried out in discomfort as his foreskin
was severed, the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 and the Abrahamic covenant
were proclaimed. At the samiene, each newly circumcised male infant
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